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​ Easy
to Crotchet Baby Quilts

Baby quilts
are quick and easy to crochet and made in various colors will match
any baby room décor. Crocheting squares, which can either be sewn
or crocheted together, are great fun to make and a useful
time-filler. If you are not skilled at crochet then you will be
amazed at how quickly you can learn the art, and with time will be
able to design your own patterns.

If you are a
knitter, crochet squares are a good way of using up your wool and
yarn stash you have accumulated from your knitting projects. If you
wish to only use specific colors then you will need to purchase the
yarn in your chosen colors.

Squares all
the same size can be crocheted in the same pattern but in various
colors, and then joined together or each square can be crocheted in
a different pattern and color. Various patterned squares give the
finished quilt a beautiful textured effect.

Squares can be
crocheted in various sizes and colors and then fitted together.
Before you start a quilt using various sized squares, draw a
pattern on graph paper of the desired size of the quilt and how
each square will fit into the other. Mark the colors on the graph
paper so that you can see how the finished quilt will look.

You don’t have
to stick to squares, crochet oblongs or various sized strips, as
long as you can fit them all together to form the size of the
quilt.

​ Types of Wool and Yarns
Available

Wool comes
from sheep and is always considered to be the best yarn to use for
knitting and crochet. It is the warmest fiber to use for clothing.
Different types of wool come from sheep from various parts of the
world, for example Merino or Shetland wool. Wool has been treated
to make it washable and user friendly. Untreated wool ten dot
shrink.

Natural yarns
can be made from linen, silk and cotton, and then of course there
are the numerous synthetic fibers used to make yarns for spinning
cloth and for knitting and crocheting. Often a combination of
natural fibers and synthetic fibers are used to great effect.

The yarn
market has been flooded with novelty yarns in a medley of colors.
They are lovely to look at, but some of them are quite difficult to
work with as you can’t see the individual stitches to rectify a
mistake or count rows, never the less the end result is always
pleasing to the eye. I am particularly fond of Chenille as it gives
a beautiful velvety finish to any item you make.

Crochet
Hooks

​ Crochet hooks come in
different sizes, the thickness of the hook depends on the yarn you
are using. A fine cotton thread will require a very thin hook and
chunky wool a thick one. When you purchase wool and yarn make sure
you ask for a crochet hook that matches the yarn.

When you
follow a commercial pattern bear in mind that there are American,
British,

Canadian and
Japanese crochet hook sizes, which all differ from each other. This
should not be a problem as you can get advice from your craft store
about the size crochet hook you should be using for any specific
project. Crochet hook size conversion tables are available from
craft and haberdashery stores.

For the beginners,
here is a list of crochet abbreviations for you to keep for future
reference:

Foundation
chain = is the chain of loops on which you start creating any
crochet item

ch = chain

beg =
beginning

sl st = slip
stitch – insert hook into stitch, place yarn over hook and draw
loop directly through the stitch into which you inserted the hook
and through the loop on the hook. Repeat this as many times as the
pattern stipulates

loop = the
yarn that is around your hook

cl =
cluster

mc = make
cluster with more than 1treble stitch

dc = double
crochet - insert the hook into stitch, place yarn over hook, draw a
loop through the stitch, yarn over hook and then draw the hook
through both the loops on the hook

tr = treble
crochet – place yarn over hook and insert in stitch, yarn over hook
again and then draw a loop through the stitch, yarn over hook and
draw it through 2 loops, yarn over hook once more and then draw the
hook through remaining 2 loops

d.tr. – double
treble – yarn over hook, insert hook into stitch, yarn over hook,
draw a loop through the stitch, yarn over hook again, draw through
2 loops on hook, yarn over hook again and draw through remaining 2
loops on hook

yo = yarn over
hook

rep =
repeat

cc = the
contrasting color yarn used

miss a stitch
– pass over 1 or more stitches of the previous row to form a
pattern or buttonhole. This is not decreasing

rows = rows
are counted from the foundation chain which includes each row of
pattern you have worked from the foundation chain

Finish the
round = when you are crocheting in a circle you must end the round
next to the stitch where you started in order to keep the work
even

Fasten off =
when item has been completed, cut the thread, leaving a small
length and pull through last loop and draw tightly to fasten
off

Pattern stitch
= this refers to the stitch that forms the pattern of the motif

Tension = this
is how loose or tightly you crochet

Together =
stitches have to be diminished to shape the item. At the end of
each row leave 1 loop on the hook, yarn over hook and draw it
through all the loops that have to be closed off.

American and British
terminology, differ in some instances, so remember this when
following a commercial pattern:

The American
crochet terminology for a slip stitch is called a single crochet in
Britain.

An American
single crochet is a double crochet in Britain.

An American
double crochet is a treble crochet in Britain.

An American
triple crochet is a British double-treble crochet.

Crochet hook
sizes are also different in Britain and America. Get the correct
size crochet hook for the yarn you are using from your local craft
shop.

Materials
required for the baby quilt

​ Scraps of colored wool and
yarn for the flowers and centers

Sufficient
yarn of the same color for the background of the blocks

Crochet hook –
size according to the thickness of the yarn

Needle if you
wish to sew the blocks together

Scissors

Pins

I have started
my quilt blocks with a flower motif, with centers that resemble the
spokes of a wheel. It is a good idea to first make a number of
centers and then you can get going making the petals of the flowers
in colors of your choice. You can make the centers in various
colors or crochet them all in one color or use a variegated yarn as
I have done. I found that by using up all my colored scraps of wool
I could make the flowers in many colors, but kept the background
neutral so that the quilt would not look too busy.

To make the
centers for the flowers

​ Row 1- ch 4, Slip st into
1st st to form a circle

Row 2 – ch 4
(this is the first treble and will form the 1st of the 8
“spokes” of the center)
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Row 3 - * 1 tr
into circle, 1 ch, *

Repeat 7
times

You now have 8
“spokes” on the circle

sl st into
3rd stitch of ch 4 and fasten off, cut yarn leaving a
small length to weave in later on

You might find
it easier to first crochet a number of centers

































































​ Make Baby Quilts or Knee
Rugs From Various Sized Blocks



























To make a
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Crotchet a
Beautiful 2 Colored Baby Blanket for winter
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