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    To those who work hard to update the bible and offer its wisdom to others.
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Introduction
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The bible was held up by a president in front of a church not so long ago, and not upside down as some claim. Peaceful protestors were cleared out of a park by tear gas. A good as start as any to highlight the new bible. Do you get the message? What does the bible mean now? How have things changed? Are the stories inside really the same now?

Why was it held up in front of a church? The church leaders and congregants didn’t approve, and they weren't asked. No matter! Acts are stronger than words and stronger than listening, right? Who cares about a community at one church? Who are these people, anyway? Christians? A church is like a thousand other churches, but there’s only one president!

Some say the bible was held up for a photo op. They got it wrong. It was an advertisement for the bible, in case you didn’t know about it. It was teaching you to look at the book. The Holder Up didn’t read from anything inside; he gave no quotes. He’s not a  minister, right? You don’t really have to read the book. Actions spoke louder than words! 

I think the real reason he didn’t read from it because we weren’t ready yet. Will the new bible’s sayings and stories ever be revealed? You might be curious as to what they are. How did that day change the stories? In case you didn’t get the drift during the first four years, another four are coming. That’s plenty of time to figure things out. Here, we offer a preview of sorts, a type of coming attractions...

Wait a moment. If you are among the faithful, you might ask, how can there be new bible stories? The word comes from God; it’s unchanging. You are obviously not a believer if you say  the bible can be changed. Let’s take a hard look at that. Don’t things need to be updated? Men no longer wear robes or have their hair long. There aren’t slaves anymore, at least the old-time sort, right? We have to be daring to spread the word. We have to reach the newer generations with updated versions. We’ve changed the holidays; we’ve changed the monuments, what’s a few bible stories?

It will cost a lot less. We just print out a bunch of new books. You could have two versions now. We’ll leave a choice of what people want to read, right? We are not saying to ban the old bible. Keep it available. You can leave it in libraries and hotel drawers. Let’s also offer an updated version to reach the newer generations. One whose stories will work on YouTube and TikTok. 

Maybe this would help. We could put “bible” in quotes so people will realize and mistake it for the actual bible. That should be sufficient to appease those who worry about making changes to the Word.






I don’t have all the new stories down pat. I am merely going to make a few suggestions. Give it a good start. Someone other than me can add more and spruce up things better. Maybe ChatGPT, an AI software, can help? I can see the prompt now:  What would be the first words that an updated God would say, other than “Let there be light?” I’m afraid to try it; I don’t think ChatGPT is there yet, how big its satirical muscle is. I don’t want to upset my relationship with Chat. 

You know, I have a big satirical capacity; I’m not too worried about offending my human audience, because you can take it! You’re the newer sort, who can laugh at themselves, right? 
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Chapter I. “Let There Be—-?” 
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“Let there be light!” Scripture says. Wait, that’s too ethereal, sounds almost mystical. Where does the light come from? There’s got to something out there, a star or something. It sounds too mythic. A word making light? Even if there is a God, does that make sense? We can’t imagine God is out there making light all the time. That’s a lot of work. Much more likely, a star was made first. Let there be starlight, perhaps?

I’m thinking beyond the stars. I think the substance first made is more complicated than just light. I think I know what it is, but am some hesitant to tell you. I know you won’t believe me, or think it’s possible. Let me say it anyway. “Let there be money.”

Don’t laugh! I’m not finished. My son’s first word when he was two days old was “Manwey,” which I jested at the time sounded like a combination of  money and momma. That word has inspired me. If we put money together with light, what do we have? A blend word:  Moneylight. We can have the best of both words/worlds. “Let there be Moneylight!” will become the first words of the New Bible. 

How can you put money before light, you ask? Be patient, hear my reasoning. We know people put money before people all the time, right? If you can do that to people, you can do it to light. We’re not discarding light. We’re simply calling things like they are, like it was meant to be, like it was from the beginning!

Still, perhaps you are reluctant to have moneylight be the first thing created. Maybe it would help if we visualize archetypal money as a star or as a golden aureus.... Light comes from money, right? You’ve seen it in cartoons and in treasures that dragons hoard. A stack of money or gold and lines emanating light! This metaphor is not far-fetched; cartoons are a window into reality.

Still, you might doubt. Do you really think there is something more fabulous than God saying, “Let there be light?” God can do whatever God wants to do. God can make Moneylight if God wants to, right? Some later person (Jesus?) said you can’t serve both God and money, but that saying doesn’t apply here to beginning times.

Think about it. Are you really saying there’s something greater than money? Are you saying light is greater and do you really believe that? Suppose you have a choice where you can accept only one of two things. In the first someone offers you a hundred thousand dollars or maybe a million as a gift. Someone else says they have light to offer you, a word of wisdom that will help you live your life better. Which one will you take? We know the answer to that. Or suppose an angel  offers you the gift of wisdom. Will you take that or will it be the money? I don’t know; that’s a closer call. No worries. With the new bible, we’re putting the two together. Moneylight! You can take both! You can have your money and your light too!
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