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Preface

There is something haunting about silence.

Not the kind that soothes, like the hush of a snowfall or the stillness of a sleeping forest. No — I speak of the other kind. The silence that weighs on your chest. The kind that lives in places long forgotten by the world. Places where the air feels too still, and the walls seem to hold their breath.

This story begins in such a place.

In a small, remote village stands an old house. Abandoned for nearly a century, it sits quietly, unnoticed — as if the land itself has chosen to forget it. But houses, like people, remember. And some silences are not born from peace, but from the fear of what might be heard if one dares to listen.

Clara, a young history student, does not believe in ghosts. She believes in facts, in evidence, in things that can be touched and proven. But the moment she steps into that house, the line between history and haunting begins to blur.

What you are about to read is not just a tale of fear. It is a descent into the quiet places within us all — those corners where memory, grief, and guilt hide in the shadows.

This book does not seek to scare you with blood or monsters. It asks you to listen. To the creak of old floorboards, to the flicker of a candle in a room with no wind, to the silence that speaks louder than any scream.

Because some houses were never meant to be empty. And some stories were never meant to be forgotten.

Welcome to  The House of Silences .

Enter, if you dare. But remember: The silence is always listening.


















Chapter 1 — The Arrival

The wind was blowing hard when Clara got off the bus. The small village station was empty, except for an old wooden bench and a clock that had long stopped. The sky was grey and heavy, and a strange silence hung over the hills.

Clara looked around. She held a crumpled map in one hand and a suitcase in the other. The house was only a twenty-minute walk away, according to the notes she had found in the university archives.

She walked toward the forest, her footsteps echoing on the gravel path. The trees seemed to be watching her. Every crack of a branch, every gust of wind echoed in the oppressive silence.

After a few minutes, she saw the house.

It was large, made of dark stone, with closed shutters and a roof covered in moss. The iron gate was ajar, as if someone was waiting for her. Clara hesitated for a moment, then went inside.

The garden was overgrown with tall weeds. An old well stood in the center, covered by a rusted grate. The air felt colder here. She approached the door. A small bell hanging from a rope creaked softly for no apparent reason.

Clara took the key from her pocket—an old, wrought-iron key—and slid it into the lock. The door opened with a long, deep groan.

The inside was dark. The air smelled of damp wood and dust. The furniture was covered with white sheets, like ghosts frozen in time. She turned on her flashlight and took a few steps. The floorboards creaked under her feet.

On one of the tables, she found a notebook. It was old, bound in leather, with an initial engraved on it:  M .

Clara sat down, put down her suitcase, and opened the notebook. On the first page, a sentence was written by hand:

"Whoever listens too closely to silence ends up hearing it speak."

A shiver ran down her spine. She looked up. The door she had left ajar was now closed.

And she was alone. At least, she thought she was.

She stood up slowly and inspected the entrance hall. A tall, slender grandfather clock stood in a corner. Its hands were stopped at 11:17. Clara ran her hand over the polished wood. It was ice-cold.

She went up the stairs, careful not to make too much noise, as if the silence itself had its own rules. Each step groaned under her weight. At the top, a long corridor stretched out, lined with closed doors.

She opened one at random. A bedroom. An old bed, a massive wardrobe, torn curtains. Everything seemed frozen in another time. On the dresser, a tarnished mirror barely reflected her face. As she approached it, a cold draft blew behind her.

She spun around. Nothing. The door was still open. But she had heard a sound. A breath, perhaps. Or a low whisper.

She shook her head. It was probably just fatigue.

Clara decided to go back downstairs. She set up her things in what looked like an old living room, near the fireplace. She lit a candle and took out her notepad. She had to document every detail, every feeling. That was the goal of her stay.

But the atmosphere made it difficult to write. She felt a presence. Not clearly defined, but constant. As if the house, despite its silence, was watching her.

Outside, night had fallen. The wind made the shutters rattle. Clara checked the locks, then curled up in a blanket on the old sofa. She reread the sentence in the leather notebook.

"Whoever listens too closely to silence ends up hearing it speak."

What did that mean, exactly? Was it a warning? A memory? A confession?

As she wondered, a noise came from above her. A footstep. Slow. Heavy. Then another. And another. Someone—or something—was walking upstairs.

Clara jumped to her feet, the candle trembling in her hand. She stared at the ceiling, her heart pounding. The footsteps stopped abruptly.

The silence returned, even thicker than before.

She wanted to convince herself that it was just the wood creaking, that it was normal in an old house. But deep down, she knew. These footsteps were not a coincidence.

She slowly approached the staircase. Looking up it was like staring into a bottomless well. A dull fear rose inside her. But so did curiosity.

She placed her foot on the first step. The creak was louder than she expected. Then she stopped.

Someone was breathing in the dark.

Slowly. Regularly.

Right there, at the top of the stairs.

Clara took a step back.

The breathing stopped.

She blew out her candle.

And in the total darkness, she waited.























Chapter 2 — The Shadows on the First Floor

Clara remained frozen in the dark. The silence, now, was no longer an absence of sounds. It was alive, dense, almost palpable. Her eyes tried to get used to the darkness, but everything seemed to float in an invisible mist. She no longer knew if she was truly hearing something… or if her mind was playing tricks on her.

The breathing had stopped, but the echo of her fear still resonated in her body. She moved back slowly to the nearest wall, placing her hand on the cold and damp wallpaper. She had to stay calm. Maybe she had just imagined that breath. Maybe.

But one certainty grew stronger: she was not alone in this house.

She decided not to go upstairs that night. She returned to the sofa, still in the darkness, feeling her way like a blind person. She found her suitcase, took out a backup flashlight, and turned it on. The trembling beam created strange shadows on the walls.

She locked the living room door as a precaution, although she didn't know if it would do











































Chapter 3 — The Whispered Voices
























































Chapter 4 — The Song on the Staircase










































































Chapter 5 — The Knocks at the Door



























































Chapter 6 — The Memory of the Walls























































Chapter 7 — Behind the Curtains




























































Chapter 8 — The Heart of the House













































































Chapter 9 — The One Who Remembers






























































Chapter 10 — The Living Book
























































Chapter 11 — The Forgotten Guest












































































Chapter 12 — The One Who Stayed























































Chapter 13 — The Inner Voice






















































Chapter 14 — Why Now






















































Chapter 15 — The Name One Doesn't Forget
























































Chapter 16 — The Last Vigil







































Epilogue — The Whisper Continues





























