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Usually when you think of fish for your backyard pond, you think of goldfish and koi.  So that is what is usually stocked in ornamental ponds.  That is a shame since there are a lot of other fish that can survive quite well in your backyard pond.

One winter we had very cold weather; the pond froze over and stayed frozen too long.  So my large Koi died from lack of oxygen in my Koi pond.  I had three 1200 gallon metal stock tanks that were sunk into the ground up to their rims.  The other two ponds had goldfish which were hardier so they survived.  So I had a Koi pond without any fish.

At first I thought about replacing the Koi but then decided to try something new.  I liked to fish so decided to make my old Koi pond into a wild fish pond.

A few weeks later my wife and I went fishing at a lake about 30 miles from us.  All we caught were some medium sized bluegills. We put them on a stringer until we were ready to leave.  If the fish was caught in the mouth, I just removed the hook.  If the fish swallowed the hook, I cut the line and released him.  Fish will survive if you cut the line if they swallow the hook, but it is best to start with fish that aren’t injured.

We had an ice chest with us so filled it about half way with water and brought the fish home.  We took them out with our hands and put them in the pond.  They were soon swimming around and looked happy.  We feed the rest of our worms to them which the grabbed right up. Being captured didn’t seem to faze them any.

The bluegill is a species of freshwater fish sometimes referred to as bream or perch. It is a member of the sunfish family. The bluegill occurs naturally in the United States east of the Rocky Mountains. They are frequently stocked in park lakes in towns and cities for children to catch. Bluegills are popular panfish, caught with live bait such as worms or grasshoppers.

They learn to dart up to the surface and grab floating fish pellets.  They are easy to train and were soon jumping out of the water to grab earth worms and grasshoppers that I held right above the surface.  They stay close to the surface and watch people to see if they are going to feed them.  Sometimes they will miss the edge of the pond and hand on the grass.  Unless I find them immediately they don’t survive.

There were a few goldfish in my Koi pond that had survived that winter.  They got along fine with the wild fish.  I moved some bluegills into the other two ponds since they were excellent at eating small goldfish so reduced their numbers.  Goldfish tend to overbreed and produce too many young resulting in stunted fish.  Some people think that large goldfish will eat small goldfish, but they don’t.  They are plant eaters and are usually feed on fish food.  They usually will spit out earthworms if they eat it by mistake.

I caught four bullhead catfish and put in my pond.  They promptly disappeared but were soon coming to the surface and eating the floating pellets.  They had huge mouths.  My wife liked to feed them bread which they would come up and take from her fingers.  That was a favorite thing for my grandkids and other children to do.  They would lay on the grass by the pond and feed the fish dry bread.  One day some repairmen came out to do some work. My wife gave them some bread and asked them if they would like to feed them.  One of the men knelt down by the pond and put the bread in the water.  Some small bluegills came up and nibbled on the bread.  Then suddenly a large bullhead grabbed the bread out of his hand.  He jerked back since it scared him and he was afraid he was going to lose some fingers. 

The brown bullhead, black bullhead, and yellow bullhead is a fish of the catfish family that is widely distributed in North America.  All three are similar and are easy to catch.  They normally stay on the bottom so you need to fish for them close to the bottom.  They like worms and chicken livers so that is what I use to catch them with.  Bullhead catfish are frequently stocked in park lakes in towns and cities so are frequently caught by children.

Those two fish are the best fish I have found for the backyard pond since they do not get large.  They also will eat fish pellets so are easy to feed.  Sometimes they will spawn in a small pond, but the survival rate is not great.

To really enjoy wild fish you need crystal clear water so you can see them easily.  Wild fish are beautiful when viewed from the side but look brown when viewed from above.  This helps them get away from birds that try to spot them.  However, if you feed the fish with floating fish pellets, you will still see the fish; they will come to the surface when they hear your foot steps and will watch you to see if you are going to feed them.  They like worms and grass hoppers best though.  Sometimes they will jump and catch a dragon fly or damsel fly.  

I experimented with many types of wild fish.  I caught a few channel catfish that were about a foot long or even bigger.  The catfish were skittish at first and hid out on the bottom.   Channel catfish are more nervous than bullhead catfish, but soon learned to come to the surface and feed.  They are a beautiful fish and fascinate visitors to the pond.  They are fast swimmers and give you a thrill to see them swimming.

Channel catfish is North America's most numerous catfish species. It is informally referred to as a "channel cat". In the United States, they are the most fished catfish species and are an excellent tasting fish with few bones.  This fish is frequently raised for the commercial food market.

Channel catfish are omnivores, and can be caught using a variety of natural and prepared baits, including crickets, nightcrawlers, minnows, and chicken liver.  I usually use nightcrawlers or liver and use a large hook.  It is best to fish on the bottom without a bobber.  The catfish will taste the bait so will spilt it out a few times before swallowing it.  So it is best to leave the pole alone until the fish runs with the line. When removing the hook from a catfish, anglers should be mindful of the sharp spines on the pectoral and dorsal fins.

Since channel catfish get large, it is best to only have one or two unless you have a very large pond.  They are easy to feed since they will eat fish pellets.  Occasionally I feed worms or raw liver. 

Another fish I experimented with was yellow perch.  They do not get large in the lakes in Colorado, so about 6 inches is normal.  They are a very pretty fish.  Since they wouldn’t eat floating fish pellets, I went to the bait store and bought some minnows to feed them.  They are interesting to watch since they stalk the minnows and grab them
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