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RYAN

Day three of our vacation and I was finally starting to relax.

The resort pool was perfect-crystal blue water, palm trees swaying overhead, that kind of postcard tropical bullshit you see in travel brochures. Jenna was beside me on the lounger, eyes closed behind her sunglasses, one-piece swimsuit hugging her curves in a way that made me remember why I married her.

Other guys remembered too. I'd caught at least three of them stealing glances since we sat down. The older guy at the swim-up bar. The college kid with the tribal tattoo. Some European dude who didn't seem to understand that staring was rude in America.

I didn't blame them. Jenna was gorgeous-blonde hair, great body, the kind of smile that made you feel like you were the only person in the room. Even in a modest black one-piece, she turned heads.

"Babe, I'm gonna grab drinks," she said, pushing her sunglasses up. "You want another beer?"

"Yeah, thanks."

She stood, stretched-Christ, the way her back arched-and padded toward the bar. I watched her go. So did tribal tattoo kid. So did the European.

At the bar, she leaned against the counter, said something to the bartender that made him laugh. He was young, fit, tan in that effortless way people who live in paradise always are. Jenna touched his arm when she laughed at whatever he said back.

Something twinged in my chest. Not quite jealousy. Something adjacent to it that I didn't want to examine too closely.

She'd always been like this. Naturally flirty. It didn't mean anything-I knew that. We'd been together six years, married for three. If she wanted someone else, she'd had plenty of opportunities.

But lately, something felt off. Not wrong, exactly. Just flat.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 2

[image: ]


Our sex life was fine. That was the problem-it was fine. Comfortable. Predictable. We'd have sex maybe twice a week, same positions, same rhythm, same ending. She'd cum-or say she did-and I'd cum, and we'd clean up and watch TV and fall asleep.

Fine.

When did "fine" start feeling like failure?

I'd tried to spice things up. Suggested toys, different positions, that thing she'd mentioned once about being blindfolded. She'd gone along with it, but there was something performative about her enthusiasm. Like she was doing it for me, not because she wanted it.

I couldn't remember the last time she looked at me the way she used to. That hungry look. That "I need you inside me right now" look.

Maybe that just fades. Maybe that's what marriage is-the slow comfortable death of passion, replaced by something steadier and more sustainable.

Maybe I was being dramatic.

Jenna returned with two beers, condensation dripping down the bottles. She handed me mine and settled back onto her lounger.

"That bartender's funny," she said. "Miguel. He's from Puerto Rico originally. Been working here two years."

"Cool."

"You okay? You look tense."

"Just thinking."

"About work?"

"No. Just stuff."

She reached over and squeezed my hand. "Relax, babe. We're on vacation. No thinking allowed."

I smiled and squeezed back.

We people-watched for a while. Made up stories about the other guests-the couple who were definitely having an affair, the family with the screaming kids who clearly regretted this trip, the group of girls
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