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AN INTRODUCTION FROM DR JESS FRENCH

I’ve always been fascinated by stories of the incredible creatures that once roamed the Earth. One of my favourite things to do is to find out what these animals would have looked like by studying drawings of them, reading written accounts and visiting museums to see preserved exhibits.  

But some creatures disappeared such a long time ago that there are no images or written records of them and no stuffed specimens on display. For these animals we have to rely on fossils – remains that have been preserved in rock for a very long time. Most fossils are usually only tiny fragments of extinct animals, like a single tooth or bone. Working out what these creatures looked like from these small clues is great fun but it’s difficult to know for sure whether we’ve got it right. Luckily, we’re finding new fossil pieces all the time, which means we’re always getting  a little closer to solving the puzzle. 

It’s hard to imagine Earth ever being home to animals like dinosaurs and woolly mammoths, but the planet looked very different when those creatures were alive. Over the billions of years that our world has existed, it’s gone through unbelievable changes: continents have moved and changed shape, mountains have appeared and disappeared and oceans have grown and shrunk. The temperature of the Earth has altered too; at times it’s been hot and covered with deserts, while at others it’s been freezing and covered in ice. 
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When these environmental shifts occur, certain animals struggle  in the new conditions. If they’re unable to find somewhere else suitable to live, they may become extinct. This is a completely normal part of evolution, and although it’s sad to lose these creatures, it can be exciting too as this is a time when entirely new animals evolve and take the place of those that have died out. 

However, while extinction may come about naturally, it can also  be accelerated and, at times, entirely caused by human actions.  

For centuries humans have endangered and killed many species, and we still do today. That’s why it’s important we learn about the creatures we’ve lost, and try to avoid making the same mistakes again. 

I hope that you’ll enjoy finding out about these weird and fascinating animals for yourself,and that this will inspire you to help protect the amazing creatures that still walk the Earth, so that they’ll be around for generations to come. 
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 FOUND INChina, Mongolia, Russia (based on fossil finds)

  EXTINCTION DATEApprox. 70 million years ago  EXTINCTION CAUSEUnknownVelociraptor  

Millions of yearsago, fierce dust storms raged across the hot and sandy deserts of central Asia, preserving animals in the exact positions in which they died. These preserved remains are called fossils, and one of the most famous examples is a 

and a Protoceratops apparently locked in battle.    

THIS FEARSOME DINOSAUR’S SPECIAL WEAPON WAS AN EXTRA-LONG, CLAWED TOE, WHICH IT USED TO PIN DOWN AND STAB ITS VICTIMS.

No bigger than a medium-sized dog, the small, feathery Velociraptor had sharp teeth, a ferocious attitude and eagle-like talons to grab and hold its prey! 

VELOCIRAPTOR
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