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Rain splashed hard on the street as Molly held her yellow hood tight. Across the sidewalk, Jack waved with a big grin, his blue raincoat dripping in the drizzle. "The parade starts soon!" he said, stepping closer so she could hear over the patter of rain.

Colorful floats lined up along the wet road. Penny checked the buttons on her purple raincoat. She smiled and pointed down the street at the bright shapes. "Look at all the balloons," she said, watching them bob and sway in the damp air.

A drumbeat thumped from the front of the line, and the crowd cheered under umbrellas. Molly stepped closer to Jack so they could both see past the people. The air smelled warm and sweet, just like fresh popcorn from a stand nearby.

Suddenly, a loud creak came from the next float. Penny’s eyes widened as she turned quickly. "That’s mine!" she cried, pointing toward the bright purple and gold float in front. The wheels shifted slightly under it.

The float wobbled and began to roll away from the line. Jack’s eyes went wide as he saw it moving faster. "It’s heading downhill!" he shouted, pointing toward the street where puddles reflected the parade lights.

Molly grabbed her umbrella tight and took a quick step forward. "Come on! We can catch it!" she said, splashing into the street. Her boots sent water flying as she raced toward the runaway float.

Jack followed fast, leaping over a wide puddle
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