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			Herbert George Wells

			English writer

			
					Born in Kent (England) in 1866

					Died in London in 1946

					Notable works:	The Time Machine (1895), novel

	The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896), novel

	The War of the Worlds (1897), novel




			

			Herbert George Wells (1866-1946) was a British writer. From a modest background, he grew up in Kent, undertaking various activities before beginning his studies in biology. He tried his hand at writing and publishing scientific essays, short stories and science fiction novels such as The Time Machine (1895), The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896) and The War of the Worlds (1897).

			The successor of Jules Verne, Wells is considered one of the founders of modern science fiction, combining imagination and scientific progress. In his novels, he introduced the main elements of the genre, including travel through time and space, which became a pretext for a criticism of the English society of his time.

		


		
			The War of the Worlds

			When aliens invade the Earth…

			
					Genre: science fiction novel

					Reference edition: Wells, H.G. (2014) The War of the Worlds. Marblehead: Trajectory, Inc.

					First edition: 1897

					Themes: aliens, supernatural, invasion, war, escape, fear

			

			The War of the Worlds was published in 1897 and became one of Wells’ best-known novels. It tells of a Martian invasion on Earth through the story of the narrator, who is caught up at the heart of the events. Inspired by culture shock and the actions of Europeans during the conquest of the New World, this was one of the first works to depict a confrontation between aliens and humans. The novel therefore gave rise to the true mythology of the ‘other’ in science fiction. The novel was also a pretext for moral reflection on the human being. 

		


		
			Summary

			The “thing”

			The story is set at the end of the nineteenth century. At that time, men had not yet even imagined that we could exist in a world of beings of superior intelligence. But, on Mars, living beings are threatened by the cooling of their planet. In 1894, astronomers observe, coming from the red planet, bright bursts of light similar to projectiles. Soon, a meteor crashes near Woking, Surrey. As the crowd gather around the “thing”, it begins to move: a Martian is laboriously extracting himself from the mysterious cylinder. The people of Woking will soon discover that this creature does not come in peace…

			On Friday, the men approach the cylinder with a white flag as a sign of peace, but a blue ray of light emerging from the Martians’ refuge incinerates them completely: the Heat-Ray, which destroys the moor, spreads panic among the crowd. The narrator manages to escape and, haggard, returns to his home. The rest of the world, indifferent, carries on: it knows nothing yet of the danger it is in.

			The invasion

			While the first military forces head to the cylinder, a second cylinder arrives on Earth. The next day, the army circles the two mysterious missiles but, again, the Martians reciprocate by using the Heat-Ray, devastating the whole of Woking. The creatures are now leaving their hold and even more cylinders land. The narrator takes his wife to Leatherhead for shelter. On the way back, he sees gigantic mechanical tripods for the first time, roaming the moors and destroying everything in their path. Taking refuge in his home, he contemplates the busy Martians from his window and sees a stray soldier who he invites inside. The artilleryman tells him of the debacle of his regiment, decimated by the Heat-Ray. The narrator will see him again, sometime later, in Putney.

			On Sunday, the soldier manages to convince the narrator to follow him to London, rather than risk searching for his wife. On the way, they meet a crowd of fugitives and soldiers. When they finally reach Shepperton, five tripods appear on the horizon and wreak havoc on the banks of the Thames, but a shell reaches the closest of them, making it crumble into the water. Furious, the Martians destroy the crowd with their Heat-Ray. When the invaders finally retreat, the narrator, who narrowly escaped death, begins his journey to London. He meets a Curate in delirium, who believes the invaders have been sent by an angry God.

			The narrator’s brother lives in London, where he studies. There, the news of the arrival of the first cylinder is not known until Saturday, and it is not until Sunday that rumors of the disaster finally arrive in the capital. During the night, fugitives come from the South, causing panic.

			The battle

			Fighting angers the Martians, who are now well organized, and the human army is powerless. Their numbers continue to grow and the tripods have a new weapon: they spread a thick black smoke, a deadly gas which, when propagated into the outskirts of London at dawn on Monday, causes the population to flee, constituting a new prime target for the Martians. However, they don’t decimate further, preferring to busy themselves in London.

			The narrator’s brother finds a bike and manages to stay ahead of the crowd. He plans to reach Harwich, on the East Coast, in order to leave the country. Along the way he saves two women in distress, with whom he continues his journey. All three arrive at the coast on Wednesday, and board a boat. The Martians try to stop the boats. Before sinking, one of the battleships manages to destroy two tripods. Meanwhile, the small boat of fugitives continues its journey to Belgium.

			On Monday, the Curate and the narrator, who is desperate to find his wife, leave the home where they were hiding from the black smoke. They meet nothing but desolate landscape. In Sheen, they stop at a dwelling. When a cylinder crashes in the area, this attracts the Martians, forcing the two men to remain hidden. Terrified, they do, however, manage to observe the invaders and their prodigious machines in action. Relations between the Curate and the narrator fester due to the selfish whining and narrow-mindedness of the man of the Church.

			The Curate’s end

			Soon, it appears that the Martians are capturing humans to feed on their blood. On the fifth day, the creatures desert the crater, leaving behind only a fighting machine, which prevents the captives from leaving their home. As the Curate does not scruple to take some of their food, the conflict between them intensifies. On the eighth day, driven mad, the Curate tries to leave the shelter. Endangered, the narrator knocks him out. But the event draws the attention of a Martian who seizes the body of the Curate. Meanwhile, the narrator manages to hide and on the fifteenth day, hearing only silence, he comes out of hiding. He discovers a gloomy landscape of ruins, covered in red weed, a plant brought by the invaders. 

			Madness threatens the narrator who, in search of food, resumes his course to Putney without meeting a soul, until he comes across the artilleryman that he lost sight of in Shepperton. The artilleryman tells his dubious theories about the future of humanity: according to him, humans must organize themselves to live hidden in the sewers. Admiring and relieved at first, the narrator soon realizes the vanity of his ideas and his lack of courage after a few days.

			Victory of the humans

			The narrator then arrives at the heart of London, which is empty and destroyed. There he finds immobile tripods, overturned machines and around fifty dead Martians. They have been killed by human bacteria, to which they were not immune. Wild with joy, the narrator, full of delirium, thanks God as the news spreads by telegraph worldwide. After three days, he meets a family who tell him of the destruction of Leatherhead. As London begins to repopulate, he returns to Woking, convinced of the death of his wife. When he reaches home, he nevertheless finds her well and alive. 

			In the epilogue, the narrator tells the reader of the scientific studies conducted on the Martians and their technologies. He also highlights the evolution of human thinking since the events, which now relativizes their place in the universe. 

		

OEBPS/Images/9782806271297_title.png
BOOK ANALYSIS

Written by Flore Beaugendre
Translated by Carly Probert

The War
of the
Worlds

BY HERBERT GEORGE WELLS

Bright

=Summaries.com





OEBPS/Images/BS-promo-newformat-2016.png
a
[d
2
<
z
<
X
o
0
(]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





OEBPS/Images/1.png
Bright

=Summaries.com

The War
of the
Worlds

BY HERBERT GEORGE WELLS





OEBPS/Images/9782806271297_coverMarketing.png
Br |ght
=Su

mmaries.com

The War
of the
Worlds

BY HERBERT GEORGE WELLS





