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    Edited by: Cara Flannery


    Convict Lola Cabello breaks out of prison and is hellbent on assassinating those that have put her there two years ago. Her addiction to the mysterious drug known as ash worsens as whispers from beyond the fabrics of reality call to her. They offer a gift, at what cost?


    The military has taken over the ash case, leaving Detective Iglesias lost. His concern for his son’s dark path of the nightlife and gangs escalates. He suspects the Moths are puppeteering the government and poisoning the economics of Canada.


    Reptilian hunter Scalebane questions her people’s alignment with the Moths. What is the drug lord Mastema’s true intentions? She examines Dasco Amoss’s esoteric encoded paintings, hiding messages linked to Cabello, warning of dangers to come.


    Lola Cabello learns how she is involved with the drug, trying her into Detective Iglesias’s case and Scalebane’s investigation.


    Obsidian calls to her with the promise of vengeance. She is careless of the consequences.
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Chapter 1

For the Enemy

Life in Canada’s prisons isn’t too harsh if you’ve had a life like Lola Cabello’s. Anyone with half a brain takes federal centres over provincial because there’s no need for the ridiculous jumpsuits. Regardless, being behind bars wears the psyche down. Even the most wilful crumble.

Sorry Mom, is the thought that loops Lola’s mind day after day in her cell.

Correction, jail is rough, and Lola isn’t managing. She reminds herself she isn’t in the orange suit. If she had money like some of the other gals in the Women’s Correctional Centre, she could bring in her own TV. Canada prisons differ from their southern neighbours. It doesn’t match the United States in a lot of ways.

Goddamn ash, is the second phrase that enters Lola’s mind while rising from her bed. Her arm begs for a scratch even after two years.

A guard unlocks her cell. She waves at Lola with crusted fingers and guides her down the white hall, passing the other deep blue cell doors under each fluorescent light. Like a wise inmate, she doesn’t dare look into any of the open doors. It’s rude. You will start a fight. Keep your eyes forward. Spend enough time here and the unwritten rules become ingrained in your mind. Beyond the bars, freedom is a limitless expanse. In Lola’s view, no one is exempt from being restrained by covert systems and concealed intentions. Sinister motives run the system.

The guard escorts her into a spacious room flooded with sunlight that illuminates the flint plastic chairs and tables. It’s been ages since she last laid eyes on this place. Good little inmates have close interactions with people in the open visitation department, under the watchful eye of supervision. Most civilians have closed visits, separated from their dearests by a barrier of glass. Others must use the wretched video screen centres converting loved ones into digital ghosts. Why? Hell if Lola knows. That was a wise move, Canada.

The space has seven other inmates sitting at tables. One woman holds her wife's hands with a grip that says, "We’ll be okay." Another young girl has her frowning parents. A middle-aged lady and a moustached man face each other. Tears and frowns leave their relation undetermined.

The guard stops by the door and closes it with a clang, chewing her gum with a loud smack. Lola walks into the area, spotting her guest. At the far corner of the room is a man in a deep blue suit. His cupped hands cover a folder. Brown eyes watch her through circular glasses.

"There's my gal," says the man with a thick Polish brogue. "You're a minimal risk offender, keeping that inmate score nice and low." He smiles, emphasizing the wrinkles across his aging face.

Lola raises her palms while sitting down. "Look at me." It took rotting for two goddamn years, she thinks. Lola would love to relapse on the simmering anger that lives below her behaviour. Hate is the fuel that keeps her fire burning inside. She can control it.

"Oscar, why are you here?" Lola asks. "I haven’t seen you in what, over a year? The last time you tried to get me out was pointless."

"No. Your case is closed nice and tight. The evidence points to you. We could plead temporary insanity, if you’d prefer."

Lola’s hands clench, the fingernails digging into her palms. "No way. I’ve told you, I didn’t do it."

"Stay calm. We're not here to go over the past. I don't care. The chances of getting you out of here any time soon are next to none."

"Which is why I’m keeping low. Maybe I can get a parole officer, be put in a community. I don’t know."

"Unlikely. The public wants your head for Ashley Amber," Oscar says. "Imagine if Canada had a death penalty? Wowzers."

Right, Lola thinks, recalling the precious goddess that she, apparently, stripped from this world. Her wrath consumes her mind as she rests her chin on her palm, losing interest in her lawyer. If she stays in her cell, she can finish her sentence. She'll walk free. Oscar is wasting her time. "We lost a genuine hero," she says. Her kind words don’t reflect her cynical flat tone, reflecting on the late pop star Ashley Amber’s rise to fame. Music, movies, and gossip kept people hooked. Then, Lola took that away.

Oscar squints. "No need for sarcasm. I brought you a far more interesting gift." He slides the file folder to Lola. "Go on, take a look."

Lola flips the binder open and sees a mug shot of a young girl, early twenties, a good five years younger than Lola. The gal has short, spiked hair with buzzed sides and defined cheekbones. She hasn’t seen an official police document of a criminal profile. This validates what she'd presume. To the right of the photo is a two-column format: age, birth date, address, offence, and name. Sierra Palacio.

"You see her before?" Oscar asks.

"Yes, she showed up here a month ago. What of her?"

Oscar leans in closer, his voice lowering into a whisper with coffee breath pushing from under his moustache. "She has flown too close to the light, scathing her wings."

Lola’s hands turn to ice. Her throat closes thinking the word, Moth. She speaks through her teeth. "I knew you fucking worked for them."

A grin spreads from cheekbone to cheekbone on Oscar’s face. His top teeth extend by a half a centimetre into pointed fangs. "Oh no, sweetheart. Oscar was a solid lawyer for you. Yes? Played by the rules with a few bends here and there." The man’s brown eyes swirl, saturating the colours. The sclera dye’s black fading the irises with a glimmer of deep rubies.

"God damnit," is what Lola can say, leaning on her palm. She hasn’t seen an old world being since confinement. It’s why prison isn’t so bad. That tormented Alice in Wonderland part of her existence was severed, along with the rest of her life, when those cuffs went on. The isolation was another nice perk of Canadian prison. It felt like a vacation. This Moth’s words are encoded and clear to her: murder.

Oscar pushes Sierra’s documents closer to Lola. “We need you to do what you do best.” His eyes and teeth blip to normal in a single blink and he leans back. "In return, we will reward you."

"A shapeshifter?" Lola asks. Curiosity is getting the better of her and she jumps to the conclusion.

"That’s stating the obvious," the alleged Oscar says. "Ever meet one on your adventures?"

"No. What does a Crystal Moth shapeshifter want?"

"Ah, the prize will be of great interest. Yes."

Lola leans back, folding her arms. "What did you do with the real Oscar?"

"There’s no need for that. Unlike Sierra Palacio here, he was innocent." His sausage ring finger taps the document.

"What is that?" Lola asks.

"It’s amazing that you don’t recognize her," Oscar says.

"You know these open visitation hours are limited?"

"She was there the day you discovered ash and an original street dealer who distributed the first shipment."

The fateful day was long ago. Another memory eroded into the sand in her mind. Her world spun around, twice, ever since she chased that damn drug. Lola stares at the man, or whatever he is, knowing what he is going to request.

Oscar continues, "Remember Chen, that original ash dealer? We need you to do what you do best."

"I didn’t kill Chen," Lola hisses as her face scrunches.

"Indirectly killed him?" Oscar raises a bushy brow.

"All I did was turn him in to the police. You people have corrupted the law."

"You knew that. Therefore, an accomplice."

"I gave solid evidence to real cops. They’re out there."

"I’m familiar with your history, Lola Cabello. The law is evil. The Crystal Moths are the big baddies who ruined your cute life of being a reporter. The media is in on the game too. It’s one big conspiracy that is working against the poor little goth girl who’s too foolish to realize that she is solely responsible for destroying herself. Yes? Murdering celebrities, innocent workers, and even guilty Moths won’t give you saviour status."

Lola will get nowhere with this thing. Her best interest is to stay calm, not argue, and learn what it wants.

Oscar says, "Don’t forget there’s a clever cryptic key tattooed on your hip."

Lola straightens her posture.

"These real cops, as you say, would love to have that evidence." He taps the table. "Besides the point, Sierra must go. She has shared too much with the do-gooders in the law and the people. The Crystal Moths have deemed her a target to silence."

"Permanently?" Lola asks.

"Bingo." Oscar takes the open folder from Lola and turns the page. "In return, we'll give you one of these." He points to a photograph of a charcoal diamond-shaped scale.

Lola snorts. "Really?" Under the table, her leg bounces. Seeing the photo of an ash diamond is enough to rattle the brewing addiction that rumbles below the simmering flame of vengeance.

Oscar presses his lips together and nods. He lifts the page's corner, showcasing a small transparent bag containing charcoal powder taped to the back of the folder.

Take it, take it, take it, dumb bitch, are the words slithering through Lola’s mind. They are not her own. She recognizes it as the drug. With each passing moment, the ice bites harder at her fingers, causing her face to flush red and her heart rate to skyrocket. It’s right there, within arm’s reach. The power.

Oscar closes the folder and places it on his lap. "You’re an interesting specimen, Lola. You’re tuned into the old world. How? We’d like to know, yes? Before, the Crystal Moths wrote you off as a fly. Now here we are, working together."

"Took you idiots long enough," Lola says.

"No other ash-dasher can withstand the continual temptation of that poison. Hell, they would have jumped at first sight of it. Not you though. You discovered the old world. This intrigues Mastema."

The name makes Lola shiver. She hasn’t met the drug lord or seen his face. Words have a potent effect on the mind. "No," Lola says. Do it, Lola presumes she thinks. It’s hard to tell as the addiction distorts her consciousness.

"Let’s make it easier for you," Oscar leans on the table, whispering. "How about we take care of your brother and father the way we did your mother?"

Lola’s nostrils flare, getting nose-to-nose with him. "Touch them and I’ll break you."

"I’d love to see you try. You know that’s not possible. Work for us, and we will reward you. Your relatives stay safe."

"I need to get out of here," Lola says.

"We could squeeze that into the arrangement. You can become an official family member of the Moths."

"I’d rather rot in prison."

Oscar shrugs. "Suit yourself. Yes? You must perform this task for us." A pointed object pokes Lola’s leg. It isn't visible unless Lola makes a scene. It’s far too sharp to be the tip of a shoe, more like a needle or a knife.

It jabs her.

Oscar’s eyes point to the motion. 

Lola slides in her chair, careful so the guard doesn’t see. Her hands explore under the table, grazing against a warm and smooth tentacle shaped object akin to skin. Another poke tells her she reached too far. Her hand moves back, reaching the end of this appendage to a metal handle. This is not a limb. It’s a tail.

Great, Lola thinks. Her hand follows the coiled tip to a sharp, thin, cool item. Oscar is offering her a knife.

"Lift," Oscar mutters.

Lola gets the message. She lifts her tank top with one hand, below the table, for the shapeshifter to slide the knife under. The tail tucks the blade nice and close against the elastic of her sweats. The cold metal tingles against her skin. Lola doesn’t dare look down, keeping her eyes on Oscar to avoid suspicion. The tail slides from her torso and she drops the fabric. Oscar buttons his blazer while standing and cupping the folder, no tail in sight. He nods at the guard at the far end of the room. 

"Ponder it, and act quickly. Yes?" He taps the table with four fingers and leaves Lola and her simmering anger. The guard's keys jingle from behind her.

Lola cannot escape the Moths. She opened Pandora’s Box, ignoring warnings. The Crystal Moths are persistent and unforgiving. She has limited choices. The last thing she wants to do is become their assassin slave. Then again, she can work with the enemy and strike from within. 

That ash would be a perk to get her brain firing.

She squeezes her arms. It's not the stress of living behind bars, or the threat to family that makes her want to kill Sierra. Her hungering vengeance ties Sierra, a Crystal Moth, to her. Each gangster needs to pay. Lola's scheming is masterful. Or, the drug addiction is talking, whispering sinister ideas into the doomed ash-dasher’s soul.
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Chapter 2

Between the Lines

Lola didn’t intend on killing. Manslaughters occurred prior to imprisonment. Death is a constant presence within the domain of gangsters. To her, those situations were in self-defence. Intentional murder is a whole new ballgame.

Throughout the night Lola ponders the Crystal Moth mission. Oscar, or whatever it was, presents a challenging proposition. Lola is no assassin, not yet. If she gets caught, that strong inmate score she has will flush down the tube. She’ll get the "administrative segregation" treatment, fancy lingo for solitary confinement. Murdering a convict won’t go unnoticed. Parole for first-degree murder in Canada is twenty-five years, minimum. 

If she doesn’t complete the task, her brother and father will pay the price. Moths are merciless. Lola has lost too much already. They can’t suffer more. Not once have they come to visit. Twenty-one months since the cuffs and not a single word or message from her own blood.

The past is irrelevant. At this moment, she faces a decision. The shapeshifter issued a deadline-free ultimatum. Knowing how barbarous the Moths are, it’s best to get the job done fast. 

There is the enticing part of Oscar’s offer: ash.

She has abstained from drugs since her incarceration. Dealing with the withdrawals has been a challenging and grueling process. Quitting an addiction cold turkey is no picnic—it’s like being thrust into a whirlwind of withdrawal symptoms and cravings. The mind becomes a chaotic battleground. The constant night sweats, shivering body, gut rot, and lack of energy are a handful of the physical side effects. Lola would be a fool to take ash again.

Her addiction was not about chasing bliss. Ash was a tool. It created the better Lola. She is aware of the irony that the drug comes from the mobsters. With ash coursing through her veins, her neurons fired at an accelerated rate. If she got the drug, she could devise an elaborate scheme to break free from jail. Her sober mind cannot. Yes, it could help her work with the gangsters, gain their trust, allowing her to infiltrate their ranks from the inside. Crystal Moths like to believe they can absorb people. Lola needs to comply with the shapeshifter.

Committing a murder in a public space is ill-advised. An audience of prisoners will send the wrong message. Guards overcrowd common areas, posing a hindrance to completing the task. Security cameras are in each hall and shared rooms, not in prisoner cells. Jail teaches you to be cunning.

The typical technique to off a target in Canadian prison is to take some frozen tuna cans, stuff them in a sock, and bam—smash their face in. That’s if you must improvise and have no other tools. Luck is on Lola’s side. She doesn’t have to resort to barbaric acts because Oscar provided her with an effective mechanism. Lola inspects the weapon once she returns to her jail cell, keeping it tucked under the mattress. The instrument is a small surgical blade: bona fide sharp.

 

The next day, Lola plots the deed. Sierra is new. Lola is required to familiarize herself with her routine. Most prisoners sit in their cell throughout the day, while others take on jobs to get a better inmate score and a chance to earn parole. Lola will find the cell and strike when the target is relaxed. She is unfamiliar with Sierra’s roommate. Perhaps Lola needs to commit two murders.

Doubling in a cell is new to the Women’s Correctional Centre. Federal prison is supposed to provide personal cells. This spiralling nation’s economy is falling with record profits for the suits, meaning crime is not far behind. Civilians face arrest and imprisonment, becoming roommates with strangers. An individual living space is out of the question. Despite not having a TV, Lola hears conversations. The entire nation gives off an atmosphere reminiscent of a penal establishment.

The centre contains minimum, medium, and maximum security detainees, meaning it’s obvious which wings to go to. Based on the profile document, Sierra was a street dealer, distributing ash. She is new too, and should have an inmate score no different from Lola’s.

The prisoners have recreational time outside. After, they return to their cells. Sierra is easy to spot with her short hair with buzzed sides and a tall narrow frame. She presides over the sea of t-shirts and tank tops through the hall. She walks into a wing adjacent to Lola’s, accompanied by an older stout lady who has a wobble in her walk. The two enter a cell, nine from the turn. That’s her roommate. Lola knows the scope, the location, and can strike at an opportune moment.

In the evening, inmates have a second downtime. Lola’s mind runs in circles, pondering her devious actions. What would her mother think? Becky or Michael? The Trinity of Souls is why she is here. Their deaths beg for redemption. Is assassination doing their name right?

A gentle hand glides against her jawline, transporting Lola to the present with the soft, lean figure resting on her chest.

"Where did you go?" asks the green-eyed girl wrapped under her arm. Her voice leaves a tingle against her ear.

"Not important," Lola says. Right, Kendra, the prison comfort device. The girl can’t be any older than nineteen and pissed her life away with manslaughter. Not that it matters. Their physical bond is a mutual benefit.

"You sure?" Kendra asks, tone tender. Her buzzed head bristles against Lola’s bare arm.

It’s obvious Kendra doesn’t share the same views of their connection. The gentle waft of her natural lilac scent provides a refreshing contrast to life prior to confinement. Lola’s previous ways had too many men. Change is healthy. This is shifting a gear for self-gain. It’s Kendra’s fault for thinking otherwise.

We don’t have a relationship, Lola recalls saying countless times, despite Kendra’s affectionate persistence. Actions count in this world. Lola takes her arm off of her and rolls over. "Our time is almost over," she says. It isn’t a reference to the recreational time. 

Day two since the assignment: Lola attends to the humble task of laundry duty in the light grey room. She’s come accustomed to the flickering light source. She’s seen as suitable for performing the delicate obligation of cleaning the clothes for the other inmates. It’s not much. The job keeps her sane and clear of trouble. Monotonous movement is far better for the psyche than sitting in a cell. That modest role will change today. Under her outfit, Lola keeps the knife in her pants. 

While folding towels, she ponders the old world lawyer. What is a shapeshifter? Oscar could be a demon. One demon had crossed paths with Lola, and a reptilian ended their life. Correction: vazelead. She’s learned reptilian is a derogatory term. A vazelead killed a succubus. It makes Lola wonder, If a demon dies on Earth, do they go into Hell? Poor Lola, being dragged into the old world with more mystery than directness. 

She finishes her shift and takes the long way to her cell, circling to Sierra’s. A few prisoners watch her from their beds, others leaning against the deep blue bars of the open doors. They’re curious who the newcomer is. One middle-aged woman with cannons for arms gives her a wink. It’s free time for a lot of these prisoners. In the minimum security section, they can roam during the afternoon. The usual guards won’t be concerned. The cameras are the time-stamped eyes, watching her take a new route. It’s fine. Nine cells down, the cell door is open. This is the opportune moment for assassination.

Four cells away, Lola takes one glance around the fluorescent hall, the buzz of the overhead lights filling the air. A few heads turn away. Two prisoners keep their gaze. Two cells away, her heart pounds against her chest, a rhythmic reminder of her anticipation. Her ears ring, detecting the mumbling conversations of nearby inmates. One door away, a strong odour wafts towards her. A prisoner, or prisoners, neglected to wear deodorant. The taste of stress lingers in her mouth, leaving a metallic and dry flavour.

At the cell, she steps inside. Sierra reads a romance book in the lower bunker, one leg up. Her roommate is above, watching an old soap opera on television from the mounted screen on the opposite wall. It’s muted with subtitles on.

Luxurious. Must be nice.

Sierra spots Lola at the corner of her eye and closes the novel. She sits upright. "Who the fuck are ye?" she asks. "Get’da fuck out here."

"We need to talk," Lola says. Keep it cool, she thinks. Her nerves must be in check.

Sierra eyes Lola from head to toe, starting with the signature three diagonal scars across her eyebrows that end at her cheek. Moving down, there’s the bullet scar on her left clavicle. It matches a smaller one on the other side. They’re a handful of countless noticeable scars on her body. The particular bullet and face markings are Lola’s signature identifiers.

Sierra smirks and says, "Nah, shit. You’re the vigilante."

Lola raises her arms. "Wasn’t my title."

Sierra stands, chucking her book onto the bed. Her gaze does not leave Lola while stepping closer. She keeps her head high, sizing herself. The cocky prick has no clue of the danger she is in.

"Ye comin’ for me too? The way ya did for Chen?" Sierra asks. 

"What makes you say that?" Lola says. "I have questions." That’s a partial truth.

"The kind questions ye had for Chen?"

"How do you know Chen?" Lola asks. "The police locked that up."

"Please. We’ve been goin’ missin’ since you started sniffing around. Those cops found him zap strapped to a chair at dat abandoned warehouse. There’s only one psycho bitch that would do that. You, Lola Cabello. He vanished. Poof! Eh? Magically found again on the beach, decapitated. It was on the news. Ain’t that right, Myra?"

The roommate speaks in a hoarse voice. "Mmhmmm."

Lola says, "Right. I didn’t kill him, dipshit." 

Sierra shrugs. "They went missin’ and later found dead. Prissy boss Kye Pung walks away clean. Guess she got those good knee pads or somethin’."

"Right," Lola says. Do it, comes a voice inside. 

Working on it. The skin on her body is ice. Lola questions if she can even go through with killing a person. This is another human life.

"The Crystal Moths were messy with that first run, eh? Sure. We heard a sound that day in the sewers while ye were creepin’ around. Chen saw it. I’m guessin’ that’s why you went after him?"

Vazelead. "He got lucky. Why are you here? Squealed on your employers?"

"Nah. Guess you’ve been in here for a bit, huh? Moths changed their strategy. Ash is more scarce, in higher demand. Those rumours sprouted where ash comes from. One by one, after Chen, my bros vanished. The Crystal Moths are sealing their leaks. I ain’t no fool and knew what was happening. The streets are not safe. Nah. Prison was my best choice. I mean, look at you."

"Me?" Lola asks. Her heart is hitting against her chest. 

Sierra smirks, shaking her head. "The infamous Lola Cabello. The vigilante from Edmonton who thinks she can crush the world’s most sophisticated crime organization. You are the talk of the country and did a helluva job of runnin’ from the Moths and cops. Your bitch-ass ways caught up with you, didn’t they?"

"Or transformed me."

"Pff! Transformed? Into what?" Sierra asks, taking a step closer, inches away.

Kill her now, comes a voice in her mind. It’s the primal animal that drives her desires. Revenge for her family. Anger to protect her brother and father. The addiction to ash. Sierra is a Crystal Moth. They all die.

"Into what I need to be to rid of scum like you," Lola says.

Sierra laughs. "You wanna go? Okay. You’re going to rough up some Crystal Moths, climb your way to the top? Mastema will devour you. Shit, I’ll beat the fuck outta you before he does, ya goof."

Bingo. Sierra said the magic word. Any inmate without a brain knows you don’t call a Canadian a goof. Lola didn’t catch the abbreviation or reason for it. She heard it, saw it, and is aware: goof means fight to keep the respect of the inmates. Even a guard would be a buffoon to intervene. It’s what Lola came here to do. Except she is bringing a knife to a fistfight. Dirty. A part of her hoped Sierra had new Crystal Moth information to share, such as why they want her. Too late; Lola is a goof.

Act fast, the presumed Oscar’s voice echoes in Lola’s mind.

Sierra takes another step closer, an inch from toe to toe. She looms over Lola by a head and a half. She doesn’t blink as her head tilts. "So what’s it gonna be, vigilante? You gonna fuck off, or should I make you my bitch?"

Sorry Mom, is the last thought Lola has. In a quick and calculated move, she raises her fist, causing Sierra to lose focus, enabling her to snatch the blade hidden beneath her pant elastic. She shoves the knife in. Her foe slams her forehead against Lola’s nose, creating a sickening crunch. She staggers backward, feeling the impact of the blow, yet refusing to let go of the weapon. It slides sideways, leaving a slick trail behind as it disengages from her opponent. The ravaged flesh spews pink tubular innards out of Sierra and into her hands.

"Oh my God!" comes the croaky cry from above. Lola forgot the roommate was here. "Help!" Myra shouts, blue eyes wide in shock.

With a swift and forceful motion, Lola plunges the knife deep into Sierra’s chest, eliciting a sharp gasp of pain. She delivers a series of relentless stabs, puncturing the lungs and heart with precision. Each hole in Sierra’s shirt oozes moist red, contrasting against its once white fabric. She topples onto the ground: assassinated.

"Hey," the roommate says, her gaze is as wide as her mouth.

Lola hurries to the jail door and swings it shut with her non-bloody hand. She raises the cherry coated knife to her lips. Myra is quick to obey, understanding the danger. Lola must think fast to resolve the situation. The cameras saw her go into the cell. There is a witness. Lola can’t climb and kill Myra fast enough. She can alter the narrative, like the good old media.

"You won’t say a single word, understand?" Lola says, stepping away from the bars.

The roommate is stone, caught in pure terror.

"Do you understand?" Lola says. "Or do you want to end up like her?"

The roommate shakes her head several times.

"Good." Lola takes a deep breath, mustering her strength, and slashes the knife down her own chest.

Distant steps reverberate from outside in the hall.

"What the fuck?" the roommate says.

Lola hacks herself again for an extra precaution and plunges the blade into her shoulder. She groans, biting her lip, trying to keep herself muted. She doesn’t have much time before the guards arrive.

"You know what happened here, right?" Lola asks while leaning to Sierra’s body.

"I don’t understand," Myra says. Such a sweet lady in minimal security.

"I came here asking about Crystal Moths. Sierra attacked me. She had the knife on her, and I disarmed her. Things got ugly." Lola wraps the weapon around Sierra’s fingers, getting the fingerprints over the chrome handle.

Myra bites her lip.

Lola stands, chucking the knife on the ground. "Do you know what happened here?" Lola asks again.

"I do."

"Say it," Lola says. "Then I’ll open the door."

"Sierra attacked you."

"The complete story. Why did I come in here?"

"You were asking about the Crystal Moths. Sierra attacked you and you took a knife."

"You were watching TV, not listening to our conversation. Got it?" Lola asks, reaching for the bars.

"I didn’t hear nothin’."

Lola pulls the entrance as her face masks into a frown, eyes squinting, eyebrows scrunched in pain, staging fear. She leaves the roommate to muster over the events and stumbles into the hall. She cries for help, exaggerating the discomfort she is in. The smashed cartilage of her nose is real. The slashes and shiv to her arm are familiar sensations. Lola’s been through far worse. Crafting improvised assassination plans is what’s different. For Lola’s sake, let’s hope they buy it.
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Chapter 3

An Unlikely Ally

Manipulating the narrative is a cunning skill. The media gobbles facts and shifts them for favourable views. Governments use these tactics to suppress and control. Lola capitalizes on this method to cover up her vicious deeds. She crawls on concrete, smearing her own blood. With a dash of luck, Myra won’t rat on her. Snitches don’t do well behind bars. She will remain quiet. The story is credible: Sierra referred to Lola as a goof. Fighting words and prison weapons go hand in hand. It’s that simple.

It doesn’t take long for the security to arrive at the scene. Other prisoners cheer and bang their cell bars. Others shout and chant, making a ruckus of excitement. Who doesn’t love a fight? People can’t divert their attention from blood and murder. The convicts are aware of Lola’s vicious background. She’s the star in her own live-action television show. The directors? Crystal Moths. The writers? In this scene: Lola.

Two officers restrain Lola, snagging her by the arms, cuffing her, and take her away from the boisterous halls: whoops, clanging, and stomping of feet. More guards rush in to control the situation. To Lola’s left, in her peripheral view, are green eyes belonging to a young buzz-cut girl with a sharp jawline. Kendra. The sight of Lola’s red-drenched body leaves her lips parted.

Bye, Lola thinks. She wants to mouth the words. What would be the point? Her next phase in life starts. In truth, a goodbye would serve as a small compensation for Lola’s emotional neglect. 

We are nothing, Lola finishes her thought. Kendra doesn’t matter. The Moths do.

Lola’s feet drag on the ground, playing the wounded victim. Once they tend her injuries, they will grill her on the details of the attack. They’ll ask her the usual inquiries she’s familiar with from years of dealing with the law. The questions are:

Why were you in Sierra’s cell?

What made it escalate?

What time did you go to her cell?

Who made the first move?

How did you get the knife?

Can you tell us again?

The list goes on to evaluate if she will adjust her answer, a clear sign of lying. Lola won’t change the story, the same one she had Myra repeat. Stories have to be tight when playing cover-up. Neither can slip. It’s easier to maintain the fake narrative after the moment. Time erodes memories of illusions. They will reveal the truth. Lola prays, to any entity listening, that Sierra’s roommate doesn’t rat.

The doctor patches Lola in the medical bay. Her wounds need stitches, for the slashes run deep. The last one is a light cut, patched with bandages to prevent bleeding. As for her nose, it’s broken. Sierra got a nice bang on her. Lola remains silent during the encounter with the doctor. Her complexion appears younger than Lola’s. Her slow movements and refusal of eye contact speak fear. Lola’s reputation grows beyond her immediate world. Their interaction is brief and Doc deems her okay. 

She’s taken to an interrogation room, and the template questions roll in. The law enforcement officer sits with her thick legs close together and gut flopping over her belt. The single radiant fluorescent light casts sharp shadows, thanks to the barred window to their left providing additional sun.

This officer asks, "Who made the first move?" Years of cigarettes leave her voice deep and raspy.

Lola says, "Sierra attacked me."

She wipes her chin. "Why?"

"Because I asked about the Crystal Moths."

"You walked into Sierra’s cell and she attacked you?" she asks.

Lola says, "Sierra attacked me. I was asking about the Crystal Moths. She was one, wasn’t she?"

"Yeah." The officer scratches her short bowl cut scalp, looking at her notebook, pondering new ways to question her.

The screening goes on for an hour while Lola sticks to her guns, not slipping. Sierra attacked Lola. Lola shouldn’t have asked questions. The interrogator deems her investigation done. Security takes her to a maximum restraining room. No windows and the small square footage are her punishment. The one bulb in the corner by the door offers a white, cold light. She waits. The Moths or the law will come.

She fidgets with her fingers, nervous about the conclusion. Dried blood cakes her nostrils and the sidewall hangnails of her fingers. There’s deep red stains splattered on her shirt and pants. Thanks to bullet shots, broken bones, and stabbings, this doesn’t faze her. It’s why she has the iconic scars. As if her "natural beauty" cupid’s bow wasn’t signature enough, the past wounds on her skin either entice people or strike fear.

Memory of her horrendous deed replays in her thoughts. The aggression was fierce and unrelenting. A vivid flash of a gentle smile on a wrinkled face follows. Dark, frizzy hair grazes her mind. It brings unconditional love. The cupid’s bow and nose match her own. Lola feels warm scarlet liquid spraying onto her hand. She didn’t stop. Next, a sly grin emerges from behind swaying red dreadlocks: friendship. Lola Love, she would say to her. The sensation of human innards sliding between her fingers made her recoil in disgust, or so she likes to tell herself. Killing the Moth felt invigorating. The broad jawline of a man reassures Lola’s safety. A smug smirk rises on his stubbled jaw, above his lip are shrouded due to the shadow of his hoodie. He approves. Sierra collapses; her body hits the ground with a wet thud.

Shit, Lola thinks. She rubs her cheeks, dismissing these mangled visions of killing an inmate and the Trinity of Souls. Mom, Becky, and Michael deserve better than what Lola has become. Michael justified his killing sprees, as Lola does. She had to. The rest of her family is in danger. Becky would agree. Her mother? Not a chance.

An indefinite amount of time passes with Lola judging her own actions. It’s the nature of prison. To her best estimate, she’s been waiting for twenty-four hours. At some point, the door to the small cell opens. Two security guards, both with short buzz-cut sides and muscles beyond Lola’s comprehension of physical limits, enter. One tosses her a fresh shirt and new sweatpants. The other unlocks the shackles around her ankles, wrists. The first keeps her hand near the gun at her hip.

"Change into these," the second guard says. 

The carbon copy guards step out and close the thick metal door with a clang. They poke their head through the small window to watcher. Lola obeys their dagger eyes. Changing strikes a hot pain that blooms throughout her body from her wounds. She winces to suppresses the agony.

After, the security personnel open the entrance and cuff her. They escort her from the room as another prisoner with a rolling hamper enters the cell, taking the clothes like a convict with a low inmate score would. The guards and Lola march through the corridors where prisoners’ eyes glue to them. The old, young, scared, and the tough rubbernecked. It’s considered rude in prison culture, but, this is Lola Cabello with an impressive past, well-behaved for two years, then has a spontaneous outbreak of murder.

She’s taken through the winding ice lit halls. The guards’ utility belts
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    Act I


    Fundamental Denial


    [Lola Cabello Documentary: CAMB Originals]


 [Take 1: Raw]

[2018, November 22]

[Aaron Cabello: Brother]

[RECORDING:

Should I start? Okay, yeah, well, like she was my little sister, you know? Into more boy toys than dolls. I didn’t think she had this in her . . . oh . . . Talk about her personality, then onto . . . gotcha.

I’m Aaron Cabello, Lola Cabello is, or was my little sister. Hard to say. We grew up in a pretty standard lower-middle class family. Mom had a part-time job while taking care of the house. Dad worked his ass off with his cleaning business. I’ve got a good six years on Lola. So she was off doing her own thing with her friends while we were in school. Other times, she was helping Dad with his bike. It was the only thing they did together.

As a toddler, she was a typical kid. Curious, explored, her favourite question was, "Why?" Man, she’d ask why about everything to the point you’d have to tell her, "That’s the way it is, Lola." She wasn’t fond of that answer. Who is?

She and her friend Becky, Becky Murphy, were tight. I think they influenced each other. Dad and me are also responsible for her love of alternative music. It was his hobby, and I played in a few grunge bands in high school. Becky and her went all in. They loved that underground stuff when they hit their teens. That’s where her angst began and it fed her interest into messed up crime stories on the TV. She aspired to be a reporter because of it. It’s that "why?" she loved to ask.

Mom, Dad, and I wanted her to stay in Toronto after high school. She didn’t want to leave her friend Becky, who was going to Grant MacEwan university out west in Edmonton, Alberta. I think Lola feared losing touch with Becky. Fair enough. We were mad at her. Considering what happened since 2014, moving isn’t what upsets us now.

I mean, in her defence, she didn’t think it would lead to this. Again, it’s that endless questioning in her. If she didn’t go snooping around where she wasn’t supposed to, she wouldn’t have gotten into the wrong crowds. Becky was also to blame for that. You know how it goes: underground music scenes lead to drugs, which lead to dangerous people.

Lola stood her ground. I get it. She was obsessed with that Edmonton vigilante, hashtag YEGman. One viral video of a crazy guy beating thieves into a pulp was what it took to tempt her into danger . . . yeah? . . . Yeah.

YEG is the airport code for Edmonton. YEGman is catchier than Edmontonman. 

Her being involved with YEGman led to the Crystal Moths, which led to the corrupt police, dead Becky, and dead YEGman, and the kicker: Mom’s death.

It hurts. Mom. Whatever, we weren’t in touch with Lola during her university days. Dad was working. Mom got a full-time job at the supermarket to pay for the mortgage before the police raid and the heart attack. I went to a trades school to become an electrician and stayed in Toronto. I’ve got a family to take care of. Dad is old, and our parents taught us family came first. He’s private, you know? It’s why my dad didn’t want to come on this show sensationalizing what Lola did. I think it’s important people hear the truth about her, the police, and those gangsters. Lola wasn’t all bad. You could say they made her. Curiosity was there long before.

Lola . . . something else was, is, in her. Something none of us thought was possible. We thought the silent treatment would teach her a thing or two. Instead, it severed her lifeline from any chance of normalcy.

END]


  


  
    [image: Act II]


    [image: Hucker Dime]


    Act II


    Lawless Antagonism


    [Lola Cabello Documentary: CAMB Originals]


  [Take 1: Raw]

[2018, October 08]

[Hucker Dime: CAMB Reporter and Talk Host]

[RECORDING:

Look at me, huh, huh, on the other side of the microphone for once. This is good, good, yeah. I think you guys are covering important stuff. It doesn’t get enough attention around the globe. Canadians are ABOOT hockey and igloos, such nice people. Mark my words, this series will get more views than the CAMB audience. Let’s start. Sit here? Perfect.

. . .

I’m Hucker Dime and I’ve been reporting on Canadian news for over twenty years. Do I know Lola Cabello? Who doesn’t? I was the first to report on her. CAMB News Now covers the facts regarding the latest news with stories that continue to evolve regarding you and your country. It’s our duty to keep the people up to date. I’ve covered a wide range of murderous cases too, like the Drainer Cases, Snapper Cases, you name it. Of course, I like to pose a few interesting points people should consider. Facts can leave people in disarray and they don’t ask the right questions. That’s my specialization.

When Cabello first published her video on her blog, it changed things. I was intrigued. In the prairies, was a young girl striving to be a reporter. She survived a tragic incident. Her friend and her mentor, the infamous Michael Bradford, better known as YEGman, murdered in front of her. She was shot too, for Christ’s sake. 

Cabello’s sly nature impressed me. 

Who teams up with a claimed vigilante into a gunfight on a rescue mission, then decides to record the whole damn thing by stuffing her phone in her boot? Lola does, that’s who. Of course, she was loose in the head to begin with. We need an edge to make it in this world, and Cabello’s had a bite.

Yes, I watched the video, heard the murders and wanted to learn more. We ran the story when she uploaded the video to her blog. We continued it as a series after when she evaded the authorities from 2014 to 2016. I contacted her family here in Toronto. They had little to do with her at that point. Cabello kept us guessing. Lots of influencers had their thoughts online. Other news outlets reported having seen her and skewed the evidence to sensationalize their coverage for the views. Not me, not at CAMB.

I think Cabello knew that. That’s why she messaged me on social media, before the horrendous slaughter at the Allen Abattoir Plant. You boys going to cover that? . . . yeah? . . . want me to elaborate? . . . Sure, sure.

Cabello left a fake distressed voice message on my social media inbox. Again, cunning girl. She wanted the media there to broadcast the massacre she was going to unfold with the Crystal Moths. That notorious Canadian mob had some drug operation going on there. The plant had corrupt management right under corporate’s noses. It fuelled Cabello to make it one terrible show. Civilians died. Police died. Gangsters. It was the same issue at the art gallery with Ashley Amber prior. 

It doesn't matter if she’s alive or dead; she’s left a legacy.

Look, I’ve been covering this type of stuff for a long time. I’ve seen a ton of whackos, nut jobs, and sociopaths plunge into a world of crime. Folks love the attention. I’m not saying that Cabello suffers from Histrionic Personality Disorder, but she is delusional and loves attention. Look at her website. Look at her claims: the government and media are corrupt and part of a big conspiracy with the Moths. Use some critical thinking, and look at her actions. Lies and mass murder. She uses the skills of reporting she obtained in school to reinforce her confirmation bias. It’s that simple.

The girl needed help. She began as a tragic story and mutated into a dangerous beast, inflicting real-world consequences on the innocent. This is what happens when mental health goes unchecked. It happened to Michael Bradford, the YEGman, and history repeated itself.

Where’s funds for the wellbeing of our people? In the pocket of our Prime Minister.

It’s sad. It’s sad and just plain wrong.


    END]
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    Act III


    Ordered Bargaining


    [Lola Cabello Documentary Docuseries: CAMB Originals]


[Take 1: Raw]

[2019, April 13]

[Donnie Morris: Friend]

[RECORDING:

I don’t go on camera much. It’s not my thing . . . Act natural? Hah. Yeah, I’ve been told that before. It doesn’t make it easy. I think it takes practice, which I don’t have. Being on stage? Radically different . . . Death metal. Yeah, my band was called Blood Bathers. I was the vocalist . . . yeah, I’m ready.

Lola Cabello? We met in Edmonton. She was going to Grant MacEwan University with her friend Becky. Becky Murphy. They were both scene kids. Becky was a raver; Lola was a goth. I’m a metalhead at heart, played in that band I mentioned . . . oh? For sure. 

I’m a metalhead at heart, played in a band called Blood Bathers. Edmonton is a small city in comparison, so the scenes blended a ton. Naturally Lola and I met at shows, same musical interests, dark and grim stuff. We hit it off.

I followed her journalism site. She built the thing while in school, covering Edmonton serial killers. The years 2013 to 2016 saw a high occurrence of murders. Police funding was tight. She wanted to give people the actual news for safety and knowledge. You had the Snapper cases, the Drainer cases as a couple of examples. The Snapper in 2014 got Lola into trouble. Turned out the Moths made the whole thing up. The reason slips my mind. It’s on the recording she uploaded.

Good transition, hey? Yeah. Heh. After Becky and Michael Bradford, YEGman, died, Lola came to me with that recording and asked for my help. She couldn’t trust the cops and I know a few things about computers. I helped her upload it to her site, secure it, and protect her IP from doxing.

Boy, that went south. The band broke up because of what I did. The Moths threatened Lola and I. Cops breathed down our necks. Lola’s mom died. I lost my job and moved in with my sister. I comforted Lola. She was so frustrated with her family and boyfriend at the time that she distanced herself from me. For three years, I went through a massive depression phase. I almost didn’t make it out alive.

Why? Well, that video ruined my life. Lola’s too. She kept chasing the Crystal Moths. I found a way out. Detective Iglesias made things easy from a legal standpoint as long as I worked with him. I stayed low; the Moths got off my tail. It took a long time to rebuild my life: lost a ton of weight thanks to a new fitness community I joined, tattoos, got a dog and a stable career, loving life for me.

She emailed me after she booked it. I can’t imagine what Lola went through, living alone for years. I think that’s what made her lose her mind. The system frustrated her. It fed a fire she couldn’t let go.

Lola is loyal to those she cares for and didn’t forget about me or her family. I think that’s why she believes, or believed, she has to do this. 

It took me years to acknowledge that I had a crush on her. My refusing to accept my emotions was part of my depressive phase, constant denial. I told myself we were friends when we met. She had that shitty boyfriend she fought with. It’s hard when you click and love the same things. That type of connection doesn’t happen often.

Okay, more than a crush. I was in love with her for years. I didn’t have the balls to admit it to her, ever. Our lives spun out of control. I couldn’t join her. I mean, you see the stuff on the news? Of course you guys have, that’s why you’re making this docuseries.

But yes, Lola emailed me a lot while on the run. She even sent me an email after escaping prison last year, 2018. She vanished. I have no clue if she is alive.

If she is, I’ll hear from her again. I’m sure of it. She is loyal to the death. It makes it tough to forget her. Some connections are once in a lifetime. I have to move on, though, for my sanity.

END]
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    Act IV


    Performing Desolation


    [Lola Cabello Documentary Docuseries: CAMB Originals]


   [Take 1: Raw]

[2019, November 05]

[Kendra Green: Girlfriend]

[RECORDING:

Thanks for having me. Yeah, prison, for eight months. Stabbed my ex. He deserved it. So this is about Cabello? Okay, I’m ready if you are . . . Go for it? Great.

I’m Kendra Green, I was in the Women’s Correctional Centre outside of Winnipeg, Manitoba in 2018. I met Cabello there, and I liked her. She wasn’t much of a sharer; her thoughts were elsewhere. I didn’t mind. After my ex, I didn’t want to expose myself to another man ever again. We had a physical connection, boy, that was obvious. Ask any of the other girls. 

She felt the same about guys too, which let us be intimate, understanding without talking. I managed to extract some of her emotions. It was like prying open a splintered door. You get pricked along the way.

Lola wasn’t interested in deep discussion. She enjoyed pillow talk and chit chat to pass the time. Anything with depth she’d ignore or change the subject. If I pushed, she’d walk away and dismiss me for a week as punishment.

I considered us in a relationship. She didn’t. The other cellmates didn’t mess with me because they knew I was with Lola. It made me feel special.

Something flipped in her. This new girl, Sierra, came into prison. She was a Moth and Lola couldn’t stop herself. She picked a fight, killing Sierra. After two years of keeping her head low, she snapped, pissed her progress away. I was with her the night before. Lola was her usual silent self. I sensed she was gone, like she already committed the act, even with her arm wrapped around me. She had it planned out. Vanished for a year and to reappear on the news in Toronto with that tower . . . Wow. Next level batshit. I mean, I knew she had a background. Who didn’t know of the infamous Canadian vigilante who blew Ashley Amber’s face off? It was hot, in a messed-up way.

That was that. I haven’t heard from her. I’m thankful.

I was more involved in our relationship than her. A part of me kept believing, hoping that she would come around if I showed a little more kindness. Come to think of it, my ex behaved that way too. You keep them hanging on by a thread, they’ll keep climbing it. Reflecting on our time, it was foolish of me. Lola was in it for herself. The path of the dead she leaves behind is proof of it. It’s not enough. Never. That’s what consumed her.

END]
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    Act V


    Suspended Acceptance


    [Lola Cabello Documentary Docuseries: CAMB Originals]


  [Take 1: Raw]

[2019, November 29]

[Bridgette Archer: Detective on Cabello Case in 2016]

[RECORDING:

Hi, Ian? Hi, Jordyn? . . . yeah. You guys have been persistent over the years. Well . . . cash isn’t why I’m here. So how does this work, like an interview? . . . Sure.

Okay, so talk? Yep . . . got it.

I’m Detective Archer. Bridgette Archer. I was on the ash-Cabello case in Major Crimes as an L1 in 2016. She was filed as part of the drug unit’s responsibility because she had evidence of the Moths. At the time, she hadn’t killed anyone. Detectives Iglesias and Beckman were in charge, and I worked with them until Beckman retired. The DND took over with the military after the slaughterhouse.

There’s not much to tell about Cabello. I never knew her. Selfish, focused, tunnel visioned. She went to prison, reappeared in 2018. Iglesias had a connection with her. She trusted him. He was the real deal and wanted what was right. It meant he broke the procedures sometimes to take shortcuts. But hey, he got shit done.

After Iglesias got the call, he contacted me, and we were off to Radiate Primate. You know what a mess that was. They didn’t get answers to who killed his son, did they? I wasn’t on the case. Federal drug unit, remember?

Cabello vanished for a year, only to reappear at the Allen Sky Tower bombing. It’s crazy how they found footage of her. Being on the street doesn’t mean she caused the bombing. The DND found some other loosely connected evidence of her stepping out of an SUV in the alleyway of the tower. I’m not convinced. I was there. Why wasn’t there footage of me on the streets? 

Since then, I work with the DND as an expert consultant. Got some inside info on ash. It’s more of a high-level position and less on the streets. Still on Major Crimes, L2.

. . .

I don’t know what you want from this interview. A story? Feelings? Facts? A witness’s testimony goes a long way in court. On these types of films, you people enjoy clipping the statements for sensational views. I’d say let the full interviews run, let the people decide.

. . . Iglesias? Yeah, vanished around the same time. He’s filed as a missing person. 

. . . I don’t know.

. . . I wish I knew. 

. . . Hah! Now that’s a conspiracy. Yes, he worked with Cabello twice in the past. Because he vanished at the time of the Allen Sky Tower bombing, as Cabello happened to be nearby, you’re making a distant correlation between two parallel events deeming them domestic terrorists. Stop spending so much time online, you’ll rot your reasoning skills.

Did she make out alive? We can’t be certain. That collapsing tower brings a lot of heat and concrete with it. Maybe it ate her up.

It’s odd, after they dug through that rubble, they only found bones and teeth? Later identified as a few Moths with files on them. I think a few private army men too. No lab workers or office workers. Cabello makes a mess wherever she goes. There’s a correlation for your film.

Remember, I said it wasn’t for the cash? I wanted to set the record straight. Detective Iglesias was not going to come on your documentary. He didn’t trust you. Look at who is funding this shit. I came here to tell you to your face that Iglesias was a good man.

. . . We’re done? Right. 

Clip this video however you want, hipster. Mark my words: this entire interview will be online before you know it. People harvest the fruit.

END]
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    Grab the newsletter exclusive ebook following Synarion prior to the events of Ash Born.


    The last balancer of the Grove, Synarion, must stop the queen of vampires and her blood cult from summoning the apocalypse through Mother Nature’s wrathful twin sister, who claims Earth and its creatures belong to her.
Download today as a perk for signing up to my newsletter at:konnlavery.com/newsletter
  


  
    Thank you for reading Obsidian's Command


    I learned a wild stat several years ago: 40% of people who purchase a book don’t finish it. So, thank you for taking your valuable time to read through Obsidian’s Command. Time is the one thing we don’t get more of, and we have to choose what we do with it carefully.


    I’ve spent most of mine coming up with story ideas. Whether I am typing them or thinking about them while staring at a wall, or playing with my cat, my head is often elsewhere, crafting the next book. This one you finished is a great example.


    It’s not just the hours put into the one story, everything we do leading up to the present makes us who we are and affects our choices. My previous writings, life experiences, good and bad, have led to the creation of this story. Like most artists, I’ve sacrificed countless potential memories, energy, and finances to put the art first. Was it worth it? I think so. I hope you think so too.


    I’d like to ask a little more of your time. If you’re willing, will you write a review for this book?


    The links are below. It doesn’t have to be an essay; it can be as short as 1-2 sentences. I’ll read it. I love hearing what readers think of The Macrocosm stories. Thanks again for your time.


    Goodreads: goodreads.com/author/show/6510659.Konn_Lavery

    BookBub: bookbub.com/profile/konn-lavery

    More



    [image: Konn and his Cat]

  


  
    Author Message: Midway Visions


    The Ash Born novels are an intense ride, blending multiple genres together. Why? Well, this novel fits within The Macrocosm, an ongoing universe housing all my writing. It spans from the fantasy past to modern horrors and the dreadful cosmic future.


    The series is a pivotal point in The Macrocosm’s timeline. It is a story I’ve been wanting to share with you, the readers, for as long as I can remember. Numerous cameos appear in this novel. For the mega-fans of my work, you’ll love it. If you’re new to the writing, no problem, it doesn’t interfere with the tale. Continuity is key, and foundational rules cannot be broken. Any superverse must set the same boundaries to avoid a convoluted plot. Plus, a book should be enjoyable for the reader and not alienating. It makes the whole idea of a shared universe a rewarding, delicate, operation.


    This isn’t the end of the Ash Born series either. The story of Lola Cabello is not over yet. The old world is rising. Long and forgotten powers threaten the fabrics of reality. What does this mean for our hero? We’ll find out.


    Thank You


    Thanks to my continual support from family, friends, and readers. Writing is a lifelong journey and you’re all a part of it.


    An extended gratitude to my mother, Brenda Lavery, for the endless love and enthusiasm. Thanks to my dear partner Lindsey Molyneaux for reviewing my work in various stages and riffing with me on creative ideas. We come up with the funniest and coolest concepts.


    Thank you, Sarah Hein, Kit, Mikayla G, and those mentioned above for beta reading this novel. Thanks to my editor, Cara Flannery, for polishing this story. Thanks to my friends Nastassja Brinker for the excellent photography and Lee Nielsen for the fantastic cover illustration in this book.


    The Macrocosm continues to grow and expand. Let’s see where it will take us.

  


  
    About the Author


    Konn Lavery is a Canadian author whose award-winning fiction has reached the bestselling charts on Amazon and in his hometown, Edmonton. His work has been described as uncanny and immersive and frequently falls under the Dark Fantasy and Horror genres. Each of his stories are housed within the expanding universe known as the Macrocosm spanning across time and space.


    He has been recognized by reviewers such as Reader Views, Readers’ Favorite, Literary Titan, and by award programs such as indieBRAG, The Wishing Shelf Book Awards, eLit Awards, and Dan Poynter’s Global Ebook Awards. His work has also been curated into the Edmonton Public Library’s Capital Press collection.


    Konn started writing stories at a young age while being a homeschooled vegetarian, enthralled with storytelling. After graduating college, he began professionally pursuing his writing with his first release, Reality, in 2012 while balancing his graphic design business. Konn’s visual communication skills have been transcribed into the formatting and artwork found within his publications, supporting his fascination with transmedia storytelling.
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    Be sure to sign up to the monthly newsletter (konnlavery.com/newsletter-sign-up) to be notified about new releases, ARCs, freebies, and more.
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