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Chapter 1


Before
going to church this morning, Ben reflected on his situation.  He was married
to the identical triplets, Judy, Beth, and Sara.  They had just returned from a
vacation on the Texas Coast. The triplets had decided that they would like to
join the church that they had been attending. 


Ben, Judy, Sara, and Judy,
together with Sam and his wife, and Tim and his wife, went forward to join the
Mountain View Southern Baptist Church.  Brother Billy Rogers, the pastor, was
happy to see such a large group wanting to join.  This was a small church and
every member counted, especially financially.  As usually he asked if there
was any reason why membership should be denied.  Just as he was about to say,
"Of course there is none, and we welcome them into our church,” a harsh
and cold voice screeched out.


"The Hawkins are adulterers
and should not be admitted into the church," Betty Bogus said, standing
up.  “He is married to one of those women and lives with the other two in
sin."  Then she sat down, with a smirk on her face since she had exposed
them before man and God.


Brother Billy frowned since in
the 20 years he had been a  pastor, there had never been a question of anyone
being denied membership.  Therefore, he said, "Well, that is a strong
accusation, and if true, we may not be able to give them membership. However,
the deacons and I will review the circumstances and make a determination."


Sam spoke up then, "Put me
and my wife's request for membership on hold also.  We will not join either if
the Hawkins is denied membership." Tim spoke up and said they wouldn't
either.


Before adjourning, Brother Billy
told the deacons to stay over for a few minutes after church. "Is that
true, what your wife just said?" Brother Billy asked Deacon Bogus.


"Yes, it is true," Roy
Bogus said, timidly.  "He is married to one of the sisters, but lives
with the other two in a state of sin. They don't even try to cover it up or
deny it."


"Well, if that is the case,
there is nothing else to say, we will have to deny membership to them, and if
the other two couples decide they don't wish to join, that is their
problem."  Pastor Billy lived within a black and white world and was
pleased that he had solved the problem so easily and in accordance with what
the Bible taught. "Now is everyone in agreement?"


Everyone nodded his agreement,
except for Deacon Jones, the treasurer, who now spoke up.  "We need to
consider all the facts!"


"I thought we did,"
Brother Billy said, in an irritated voice, clearly wanting to get this over
with so he could go to Sunday lunch with his wife.


"I know one shouldn't
consider financial manners in cases like this, but here are the facts, the
Treasurer said.  "The two new couples have contributed very well to our
church since they started coming on a regular basis two months ago.  The
Hawkins have contributed extremely well."  Then he named what they had
given.


Well, the Hawkins has contributed
as much as the rest of our membership put together," Brother Billy said.
"Is that why our financial picture has been so good lately?" Since
coming to this church ten years ago, finances had been a constant problem that
he had to deal with.


"Absolutely," Deacon
Jones replied.  "Not only that, but Mr. Hawkins is about to give us enough
money to get the construction started on our new building.  As you know, in the
last two years, we have only managed to collect about 30 thousand dollars, out
of the 300 thousand we need to start construction.  At the Prayer breakfast, I
managed to get to talk to Ben, and he said he was looking for a place to put
some of his money for a tax write-off and asked if after he joined, he could
make up the difference on what we need."


Brother Billy's mouth fell open
and his spirits soared. If he would do that we could get started on the new building. 
He had been very unhappy two years ago when those Mormons had built a new
church right down the road. They weren't real Christians, and he couldn't
understand why they had been blessed with the new building.


Then he came back to earth and
thought, "Why Lord, when it was so close you jerked it back from me.  Then
he mumbled, "I agree, we should give this our full consideration.  How
about we meet back here at 6 O'clock and talk this over since our wives are
waiting for us in our cars?"


Martha knew something was wrong
by the way that her husband was shuffling his feet and the worried look on his
face.  He was a short bald fat man and was usually jolly,  and had just reached
his 50th birthday.  He got in the car and drove for a few minutes before telling
his wife he wasn't feeling well and would like to just go on home instead of
going to a restaurant like they usually did on Sunday after church.  


After reaching home, Martha
managed to get the story out of him.  She was a pragmatic woman and said, "Maybe
God has found a way for you to build his new church."  Brother Billy's
head came up with hope, and he looked his wife in the face as she continued. 
"Maybe you could get him to stop living with those two women and stick to
his wife.  I am sure the lord would forgive him if he stopped."


"No," Billy said,
"that was my first reaction too, but Tom said that the women consider him
to be their husband and feel that they are married to him.  He feels the same
way toward them.  None of them feel that they are living in sin. He even had
contracts drawn up to protect them in case of children or his death.  He has
taken very good care of them and is a millionaire so has plenty of money."


Martha looked at her husband and
said,  "This is just too good an opportunity to let it pass you by.  The
Lord is clearly testing you. There were many men in the Old Testament that had
more than one wife, and God didn't see anything wrong with it. Maybe you could
look at it from that prospective."


Suddenly Brother Billy saw the
light. Maybe the Lord was testing him and giving him a chance to build his new
church building at the same time.  And that was right.  David had many wives,
and God didn't criticize him until he stole someone else's wife.  He patted his
wife's hand and said, "You are right, maybe there is a way out of
this."


The pastor and his deacons met
that evening before church.  Deacon Bogus stayed away since he considered the
matter closed and could not conceive of them even considering it.  He explained
to the deacons how God had not rejected Abraham, David, or anyone else in the
Old Testament for having more than one wife.  It was just a custom that changed
with time; therefore, they shouldn't criticize the Hawkins for their plural
marriage.


He also felt that God had sent
this man to them so they could get their new building started.  To reject this
opportunity was stupid, and God might not send another opportunity like this.
The real problem, as he saw it, was that Ben was not married to the two other
women he was living with.  He also understood why, since no pastor would
consider marrying them.  Well, he would, if that is what it would take to stop
them from living in sin and enable them to join his church.


The Hawkins would be a wonderful
addition to their group and a real financial help.  So after talking it over
with the Deacons, he came up with a plan.


The next morning he showed up at
the Hawkins' residence, shortly after 9:00 in the morning.  He had called
earlier and asked if he could come out and talk to them. This morning he was
jolly and had lost the depression that he had fallen into yesterday.  Ben,
Judy, Beth, and Sara were home, so he got a chance to talk to all of them at
once.


"I would like for you to be
able to join our church, but I can't let you join as long as you are living in
sin," Brother Billy said to them.  "However, you would be a wonderful
addition to our Christian family, which leaves me with a problem.  God never
criticized David, Solomon, or any other man in the Old Testament for having
more than one wife.  Therefore, the real solution to the problem is to have Ben
marry Beth and Sara.  I would be delighted to perform the wedding."


"Is that legal?" Sara
asked, somewhat shocked by the turn of events.  


"You would not be able to take
out a marriage license, but you would be married under God's law, which is more
important than man's law anyway."


"What do you think?"
Beth asked Ben and Sara.


"I would love to be married
in the church and under God," Beth said.  Sara nodded her agreement.  Ben
smiled and said it would be fine by him.


Brother Billy gave them some
instructions, however.  This was an extremely delicate situation and would have
to be handled carefully.  He and his deacons were going to contact all the
church members during the week, then on Sunday, after the sermon, he would ask
if anyone disagreed.  He didn't expect many, so he would go with the majority
vote and accept them as members.  Then he would marry them immediately after
that.


"Why do we need to rush
it?" Sara asked sort of surprised.


"I am afraid there might
develop some serious opposition if we wait too long, so it's best to go ahead
and get it over with promptly.  This is a new concept and won't go well with
some of the members, but I think that most will go along with it."


"Could Ben and I redo our
vows at the same time?" Judy asked.  


"Sure," Brother Billy
said.  "I think it would be very appropriate.  Also the marriage ceremony
will be a little different from what I usually conduct."


As he was leaving, he asked Ben
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