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Thankful For You

Marissa’s best friend Leonard is coming to Timber Mills to celebrate Thanksgiving with the family. Little does she know he has more long-term plans for them.

Table of Contents

Reunited

Stating Intentions

Everything According To Plan

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Reunited


[image: ]


It was the Wednesday before Thanksgiving and things had been quiet at work all day. I kept checking my phone, waiting for a text, like I didn't know when Lenny's plane was set to land. He had insisted that he didn't need me to pick him up from the airport. He was renting a car and heading straight for the bed and breakfast. Then, after he got settled, he was going to come over to the house. I wasn't sure who was more excited to see him, me or my kids. Lenny had been a part of their life since they were born. He was more of a godfather to them then the guy my ex picked to be in that position. When my ex disappeared six months after Chance was born, so did that guy. The only thing my kids had left of their father was a birthday and Christmas card with a check in it that they got from his mother every year. She didn't want to see them but she did acknowledge them in that way. Lenny had been there for every milestone. He took Hali to all her daddy-daughter dances. He served as assistant coach for whatever sport Chance decided he wanted to play. It was very hard to leave him behind when we moved to Timber Mills. 

Lenny and I met on the job. He was a brand-new physical therapist and I was a brand new nurse. We were working at a horrible hospital that gave us absolutely no respect. We became good friends through the turmoil. I was shocked when he got a new job at a different hospital and he encouraged me to apply for a position there as well. I got hired on and we had been best friends since. He was the only guy at my bridal shower and took me out for drinks to celebrate my divorce.

I hadn't seen him in person since he came to see us off on the road trip that brought us out to Timber Mills. We were constantly texting each other and did video calls and regular calls all the time. When he had made a comment about it not being the same without us, I joked about our medical center needing a physical therapist. Like me, Lenny had spent his whole life in North Carolina. He didn't have any family left but he did have a thriving physical therapy practice and a huge friend network. His response that he would take that under advisement was exactly what I thought he would say. I was glad that he was keeping his word to fly out and spend Thanksgiving with us. He had been joining my family for the holidays for at least a decade. 

“Now you know I am going to be front and center for Marina's mac and cheese.” He said to me when I asked if he was still coming.

As I was working on updating my charts, I thought about what Lenny had been up to since we left. He had always been a regular at our dinner table so I was especially concerned with what he had been eating. Part of me wondered about his dating life. We talked about everything but he usually wouldn't mention a woman to me until it was on the verge of getting serious. It had actually been over two years since he had gotten serious with anyone. I knew part of that had to do with his practice getting really busy. He didn't have as much free time as he used to and he spent a lot of the time he did have with me and my kids. 

“Did you hear the news?” Rhonda stood in my office doorway.

I looked up at her. “What news?”

“Dr. Harrison secured a dentist and a physical therapist for the medical center. Both are going to start in December.”

My heart sank a little bit. “Oh. That's great.”

“Don't sound so excited.” Rhonda laughed.

“Sorry. I am excited.” I tried to smile. “So, that fills the place up?”

“Yeah. Those were the last two positions we needed someone here full time for.” Rhonda paused. “What is left are one nurse position, one physician's assistant, and another phlebotomist. The dentist and the physical therapist will also have to staff their offices.”

I nodded. “Sounds good.”

“You look like you are past ready to go.”

I laughed. “How much more time we got?”

“One hour before we can close up shop and just be on call.” She paused. “Are you going to Friendsgiving at the Tavern tonight?”

“Yeah. My best friend is coming from out of town and I am bringing him.”

“Oh. Is this cutie from that picture on your desk?” Rhonda pointed to the picture frames sitting on my desk. There was one of just my kids and then one of me, Lenny, and the kids from last Christmas when we all wore matching pajamas.

I nodded. “Yes.”

“Oh, I hope he is coming out here to sweep you off your feet.”

I rolled my eyes. “It isn't like that.”

“It should be.” Rhonda cut her eyes at me and then smiled. “Hubby and I will be there tonight. I promise not to embarrass you when we meet your friend.”

“Thanks.” I waved her off. “I need to finish these charts so I'll be ready to get out of here.”

“Yeah. Let me go make sure all my notes are done.” Rhonda headed down the hall.

As soon as she was gone, my phone vibrated with an incoming text message.

Lenny - Grabbing my bags and heading to get my rental car.

Me - Okay. Text me when you get to the bed & breakfast.

Lenny - Will do.

I couldn't help the size of the smile that formed on my face. I was going to see my best friend in a few hours. It had been three months. We hadn't been apart for that long since we met. I had just a few days with him and then he would head back home. He was coming back for Christmas and Monae's wedding on New Year's Eve. After that, I wasn't sure how long it would be before I got to see him again. That bothered me a lot more than it probably should have.
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LENNY HAD BARELY GOTTEN out of his car when Hali rushed down the steps and jumped into his arms. When she finally set him free, Chance was right there to get his hug. Before I could get down the steps, the twins came out of the house and ran to get their hugs. Lenny took turns picking Hope and Joi up and spinning them over his head. It was something he had been doing since they were babies and they loved it. 

I got over to them just as he put Joi down. He smirked at me. “Your turn?”

“Don't you dare!”

Lenny wrapped me in a hug, lifted me off the ground, and spun me around. “How is my Rissa doing?”

“Boy, if you don't put me down.” I fussed.

“Should I put her over my head?” Lenny asked the kids. 

“Yes!” They cheered.

I screamed as Lenny got under my legs. I was not a small girl and I knew he lifted weights. I just wasn't sure he could put me over his head.

“Lenny, are you trying to give my sister a heart attack?” Monae called from the porch.

“Not at all.” Lenny laughed.

“Put her down and give me a hug.” Monae came off the porch.

Lenny gently put me down. Then he hugged Monae. “Hey sis.”

“It's good to see you. Welcome to Timber Mills.” Monae turned to where Savion was standing behind her. “This is my soon to be son, Savion.”

Lenny shook Savion’s hand. “So, you're Chance’s partner in crime?”

“Yes.” Savion smiled. “Nice to meet you.”

Lenny looked around. “Where are my other sisters and this man you're marrying?”

“Maura is writing. Marina is cooking.” I responded.

“Amadi is finishing up at a house and will be home soon.” Monae laughed.

“Lenny!” Maura squealed as she ran over from the stairs to her apartment. 

“Baby sis!” Lenny met her half way and picked her up in a bear hug. 

When he put her down, Maura stepped back and looked him over. “You hear back from Nike about being a spokesmodel yet?”

I couldn’t help but laugh. Maura was always teasing Lenny because if he wasn’t wearing scrubs he was wearing a Nike sweatsuit. He had both in all colors. He wore mostly Nike sneakers but had a few other brands that he wore when he wore scrubs. We had seen him dressed up only a handful of times, at funerals or when he took Hali to the father-daughter dances. I got to see him in a tuxedo at a hospital charity function once. He always looked good but he looked especially good that day. So good that I almost forgot that he was my best friend and we each had dates with us.

“Girl, you know I’m too handsome for them. I’ll make the professional models look bad.” Lenny was wearing a navy blue Nike tech suit with matching sneakers. He turned to me and smirked. “You gonna take me inside and show me around this castle you live in?”

I rolled my eyes and smiled at him. “Come on.”

“You gaining a little weight?” Lenny asked as he followed behind me.

I groaned. “Fifteen pounds since we moved here. I’m just recently getting back to the gym.”

“You’ve been busy.”

I glanced back at him. “Very. But I don’t want to have to replace all my clothes so I need to get it together.”

“You look good thick. Always have. Just buy some new clothes. I think you look good.”

I held the screen door open for him and smiled. “Thank you.”

“You’re welcome.” He lifted my chin up with his finger as he stepped inside the house. “Maybe only go to the gym to lift and maintain.”

After stopping in the kitchen so that he could hug Marina, I took Lenny on a tour of the house. The kids were very excited to show him their rooms. Chance tried to get him to play a video game. Lenny had to promise him he would another time and remind him that they had plenty of time. Then Lenny came into my room and stretched out across my bed. Even at a diagonal, his legs were hanging off my queen sized bed. 

“Did you get taller?” I asked as I leaned back against my headboard and tucked my feet under me.

“Yes. I got that leg extension surgery.”

I rolled my eyes at him when he turned his head to smirk at me. 

“How was work?”

“Quiet.”

“You always say that.”

“It is almost always quiet.” I paused. “I’m not complaining. After years of working in chaos, I will gladly deal with the quiet.”

“I hear that. I had back-to-back patients yesterday. Then I had to run into the office before heading to the airport this morning.”

“Are you going to go back to a mess on Monday?”

“No.” Lenny smiled.

He had a glimmer in his eye that told me that he was up to something. I wondered how long it would take me to figure out what it was. He had never been good at keeping things from me.

“So, what we got going on tonight? I know if I go into the kitchen looking for food, Marina will kick my ass.”

“She would not.” I laughed. “But we are going to Friendsgiving at the Tavern. It’ll be good food and good drinks. Plus, you’ll get to meet a bunch of people from town.”

“Sounds good.” Lenny looked me over with his eyes. “You gonna change or what?”

I hit
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