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​Preface

Some friendships come with stories. My friendship with Manish comes with languages, accents, and an ever-growing list of places he claims to have lived.

Manish is one of those rare people who seems to belong everywhere and nowhere at the same time. Mention any city, town, or region, and he will calmly say, “Yes, I lived there for a few years.” To this day, I am still not entirely sure where he originally comes from. What I do know, however, is that wherever he has lived, he has carried with him a remarkable curiosity about people, cultures, ideas, and languages.

His love for languages is especially evident in his writing. Manish has a unique habit of expressing himself with confidence and enthusiasm, often showcasing his command of English with a certain pride. Yet beyond the style and expression lies something more valuable: a sincere desire to think deeply and communicate meaningfully about important issues.

This book engages with one of the most urgent concerns of our time—the ecological crisis and climate change—not merely as environmental problems, but as ethical, social, and theological challenges. Manish explores the connections between environmental degradation, social inequality, poverty, population pressures, and global injustice. He also brings together insights from ethical reasoning, theological reflection, and various religious traditions to highlight humanity’s responsibility toward creation. What makes this work meaningful is its central conviction: that the ecological crisis is not only a scientific or political issue, but a moral one. It calls for responsibility, stewardship, justice, and a renewed respect for the intrinsic value of the natural world.

The journey of this book began quite simply. One day, Manish shared his manuscript with me and asked if I could review and edit it. As I worked through the text, I saw both his passion for the subject and his earnest effort to bring together diverse sources and perspectives. With some editorial refinement and encouragement, the work gradually took shape.

It is now my privilege to present this edited version as a published eBook under Ashish Theology Publishing House, so that his reflections may reach a wider audience through digital platforms.

I hope this book will encourage readers to think seriously about their responsibility toward the environment and to recognize that care for creation is not optional—it is an ethical and spiritual calling.

And as for Manish—wherever he may say he lived next—I trust that his curiosity, energy, and voice will continue to grow and contribute meaningfully to important conversations.

Paul Ashishdeep
Editor
27/Jan 2026

​About the Author

Dope Manish was born in Kerala and has cultural roots in West Bengal. Growing up across different regions and linguistic environments, he developed a deep interest in languages and cultures. He is fluent in eight languages, reflecting his passion for communication and cross-cultural engagement.

Currently, he is pursuing theological studies, with a special interest in History and Theology. His academic work reflects a desire to understand the past, engage critically with the present, and contribute thoughtfully to contemporary discussions on faith and society.

A passionate learner and traveler at heart, Manish carries a strong sense of wanderlust, drawing inspiration from the places, people, and experiences encountered along his journey. His diverse background and curiosity about the world continue to shape his academic interests and writing.
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Ashish Theology Publishing House is a digital-first publisher focused on scholarly and semi-scholarly works in theology, biblical studies, and apologetics. It operates entirely online to remove traditional geographic barriers for writers working outside established academic institutions. Paul Ashishdeep founded the Ashish Theology Publishing House on 27 January 2026 The vision emphasizes service to faith and learning over profit or prestige, focusing on scholarly works in biblical studies and apologetics.
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1.  ​Introduction

[image: ]


Ecology: Ecology is the study of how living things; like animals, plants, and people, interact with each other and with their environment. It’s like understanding the balance and connections in nature.

Climate: Climate is the usual weather in a place over a long time. It includes things like temperature, rain, snow, and wind.

An ecosystem is a community of living organisms (plants, animals, microbes) interacting with non-living elements (air, water, soil, sunlight) in a specific environment.

Intergenerational justice means not trashing the planet for future generations like leave some clean air and trees for the grandkids! It's about using resources wisely today to keep nature in balance tomorrow. The idea of “common but differentiated responsibilities” says we’re all in this climatic mess together. But at its core, it's all about solidarity and fairness- everyone plays a part, but some need to step up more than others.

Environmental degradation and over exploitation has brought Socio- political upheavals and chaos. Who is responsible for the problem? Who will suffer the most from it? Who will bear the costs of abatement measures?

Such disregard for the intrinsic value of the land has caused significant ecological degradation alongside profound consequences.
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2.  ​The Ecological Crisis and Climate Change: Challenges & Limitation
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1)  ​Socio-Economic Pressures on the Environment as Drivers of Climate Challenges:

"When the rich burn carbon, the poor get scorched." 

Socio-economic inequalities are a key but often overlooked driver of climate change and environmental degradation. Lucas Chancel highlights how the wealthiest populations disproportionately contribute to emissions and resource depletion, while the poorest suffer most from climate risks like pollution and displacement. This creates a cycle where poverty and ecological harm reinforce each other. Chancel rejects the idea that economic growth leads to environmental improvement, noting that greater wealth often increases ecological footprints. He advocates for equitable climate policies, such as progressive carbon taxes, green public investment, and inclusive governance, arguing that social justice and environmental sustainability must be addressed together.

2)  ​Socio-Economic Pressures on the Environment as Drivers of ecological disorder:

"It’s a world where the wealthy binge on the planet, and the poor clean up the mess."

Socio-economic systems, marked by global inequality, excessive consumption, and market-driven growth, are major drivers of ecological breakdown. Lucas Chancel argues that the wealthiest populations are responsible for most environmental harm, including emissions, deforestation, and resource overuse, while the poorest suffer the worst impacts, unsafe housing, food insecurity, and health risks, despite contributing the least. He highlights the systemic link between inequality and ecological harm, where structures enabling overconsumption also limit the poor’s ability to adapt. Chancel calls for systemic reforms, equitable taxation, green public investment, and inclusive governance, stressing that ecological disorder cannot be resolved without addressing the deep socio-economic inequalities that fuel it.​[1]

3)  ​Population Growth and Its Impact on Climate Challenges

Population growth and changing demographics make climate change harder to manage by increasing demand for energy, food, water, and land. Rapid growth, especially in vulnerable areas, worsens climate risks like resource shortages, displacement, and extreme weather. The book explains that population impact depends on how people live, high consumption and poor technology can make things worse. It stresses the need for joined-up policies that link population issues with sustainable development, including better education, healthcare, urban planning, and access to family planning. Overall, population is a key piece of the climate puzzle, and solving it needs a broad, coordinated approach.​[2]

4)  ​Population Growth and Its Impact on Ecological disorder:

Population growth and density exert immense pressure on natural resources, often triggering ecological disorder that can lead to societal collapse. He argues that when populations exceed the carrying capacity of their environment, they drive deforestation, soil erosion, water depletion, and biodiversity loss. This degradation disrupts the ecological balance necessary for sustainable human life. Diamond illustrates this with examples from history, such as the deforestation of Easter Island and the collapse of the Maya civilization, demonstrating how unchecked population growth without adequate resource management undermines ecosystems. He warns that modern societies face similar risks as global population continues to rise, emphasizing the urgent need for sustainable resource use and ecological stewardship to avoid environmental collapse.​[3]

5)  ​Poverty as a Factor in Climate Challenges

As we saw Climate change hits the poorest the hardest. This section highlights how vulnerable communities, often in fragile regions, face the worst effects: extreme weather, hunger, water shortages, and health crises. Lacking money, infrastructure, and support, they struggle to adapt. Poverty makes people more exposed to climate risks, and climate change, in turn, pushes them deeper into poverty, a vicious cycle. The text criticizes global climate policies for often ignoring these realities and calls for action that tackles climate and poverty together. The solution? Sustainable development that cuts emissions and improves lives, with a strong focus on equity, justice, and inclusive growth.​[4]

6)  ​Poverty as a Factor in Ecological disorder:

It explores how poverty and ecological disorder are deeply connected, showing that poor and marginalized communities suffer the most from environmental damage. These groups often rely on nature for survival, so things like pollution, deforestation, and land grabs hit them hardest. Alier introduces the idea of “environmentalism of the poor”, how disadvantaged communities fight back against harmful industrial activities to protect their land and way of life. He criticizes mainstream environmental economics for ignoring their knowledge and values, calling for fairer ways to measure environmental impact. Solving ecological problems, he argues, means also tackling poverty and inequality.​[5]  

7)  ​Agricultural Practices and Domestic Pollution as Environmental Challenges:

Agriculture and domestic pollution are not just environmental concerns, they are central climate challenges. The book highlights how farming practices contribute to emissions, water and soil pollution, and ecosystem decline, threatening food security and biodiversity. It calls for climate-smart agriculture, like precision farming and conservation tillage, to reduce emissions and adapt to extreme weather.​[6] Air pollutants from farms, like ammonia and particulates, also degrade ecological health. The text urges integrated policies that balance productivity with sustainability, combining scientific insight, regulation, and community action. Overall, it promotes cross-sectoral strategies to tackle pollution, build resilience, and align agriculture with climate goals.​[7]
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3.  ​The Ecological Crisis and Climate Change: Issues & problems.
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Throughout the whole world the land is taken for granted and regarded as a profitable resources and it is used and misused accordingly. Throughout the history people have applied instrumental value to the land and have not appreciated it for its intrinsic values. This work mainly focuses on some ethical issues on the some ecological issues caused by human beings. 

	Industrialization and Urbanization 


As the world entered the 20th century, an estimated 2 per cent of the population lived in urban areas. As we entered the 21st century it is estimated that slightly more than 50 per cent of the population is urban. Countries where agriculture is predominant, it was termed as poor countries, at the same time industrialization is considered as a path for modernization of the country’s economy.​[8] Thus big offices and buildings has occupied the agricultural land. . This rapid urbanization and industrialization has brought about significant ecological challenges, as the expansion of cities often leads to the destruction of natural habitats, increased pollution, and greater demand for natural resources. It open new portals for some more ecological issues like: 

	Air pollution: 


Air pollution results mostly from the process of extracting electricity and combustion of fossil fuels for the fuel of motor vehicles and other missionaries. Air pollution has a significant environmental consequences. Air pollution can cause acid rain and smog formation damaging the ecosystem including forests, water bodies and wildlife habitats. The Global Burden Study (GBS) estimates that air pollution attributes 1.67 million death in India in 2019.​[9]

	Water pollution: 


Many civilization sprang on the banks of

	Global warming: 



	Deforestation and Climatic change: 




	Environmental Impacts of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
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