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      A one hour cosy romance…with a hint of spice.

      

      Rebecca and Ethan have worked side-by-side for years. He’s the best personal assistant she has ever had, and she doesn’t want to do anything to jeopardise that. But when she desperately needs a date for her cousin’s wedding, the only man she can turn to is Ethan. The last thing Rebecca wants is to be a cliche, but being with Ethan outside the office ignites something within her…within them both. Maybe there’s more to their working relationship than they both thought.

      

      *This is a short story, but it is a complete story…no cliffhangers.
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        GROUP CHAT:

      

      
        Five alarm code red

      

      

      

      

      

      I rolled my eyes. The date must have been a bust.

      
        
          
            
              
        GROUP CHAT:

      

      
        THE red dress…and shoes…and lipstick

      

      

      

      

      

      Shit. She was on the warpath. The date must have been horrendous.

      I stood from my desk, coffee in hand, and waited by the door. I knew as soon as she got off the elevator. A chill blew through the office like a winter wind and there was deathly silence as everyone stood waiting for her.

      She rounded the corner, and my breath stuck in my chest. She was indeed wearing the red dress with its matching coat slung casually over her shoulders. Her sky-high red stilettos clicked on the tile as she strode down the hall. Her hair was swept up in a French twist and she was giving off ‘don’t mess with me’ vibes.

      Fuck, she was hot.

      ‘Fuck, she’s hot,’ a voice murmured, and it took me a minute to realise it wasn’t me who’d spoken.

      I turned to glare at one of the interns, who ducked his head as his cheeks flamed.

      Like a well-rehearsed choreography, each person dipped their head and then sat as she stalked past them. Her green eyes were bright and I could tell just by the tilt of those red lips that she was itching for a fight.

      That shouldn’t turn me on, right?

      I held out the coffee to her as she approached. She took it and handed me her coat and bag before breezing past me into her office. I followed her and closed the door. She was already using the remote to close the blinds so no one could see into her office. Thank god we’d put in sound-proofing when we remodelled last year.

      I hung her coat and bag on the hooks by the door and then stood, my hands behind my back and my legs shoulder width apart. I waited.

      Rebecca Howes was my boss and my friend. We’d been working together for ten years, climbing the ranks beside each other. She was a brilliant businesswoman and a force in the publishing world. She was also unlucky in love. In fact, I had never known anyone who had as much bad luck dating as she did. What surprised me the most, though, was that she kept trying.

      Rebecca stood at the window and overlooked down-town Sydney. The Harbour Bridge and Opera House were visible from where she stood. I knew how hard she’d worked to get where she was and I had nothing but admiration for her…okay, maybe there was a little bit more than admiration. Not that I would ever tell her that. Ours was a professional relationship and a friendship that had grown out of working so closely together for so long. If I had a little crush on her, then…it was nothing extraordinary. The woman was impressive as well as damned sexy. Why wouldn’t I have a crush on her, was more the question.

      She sipped the coffee, swallowed, and then took a deep breath and exhaled slowly. I kept silent. Waiting. There was no point rushing Rebecca. She would speak when she had her thoughts organised. She was the literal embodiment of ‘slow to speak’, although she was definitely not ‘slow to anger’.

      Spinning to face me, she narrowed her eyes at me.

      ‘I need you to work this Saturday.’

      My eyebrows rose in surprise. That was not what I was expecting her to say.

      ‘You have your cousin’s wedding on Saturday,’ I replied in a non-confrontational tone.

      ‘Yes.’

      I blinked.

      We stared at each other for a long moment.

      ‘You will be my date.’

      My eyebrows rose higher.

      ‘I will pay you for your time.’

      If my eyebrows went any higher, they would be in my hairline.

      ‘Well. Say something.’

      I cleared my throat and stepped toward her, but stayed on the opposite side of the desk. ‘You want me to be your date to your cousin’s wedding?’

      ‘I’ve thought about it and it is the most sensible solution. I know you. You are not unpredictable. You know how to behave in mixed company.’

      ‘Okay.’

      ‘Okay? Is that a yes?’

      ‘Yes,’ I said.

      ‘You also need to pretend to be my boyfriend.’

      My eyelids blinked rapidly as I comprehended what she’d said.

      ‘I told my family I had a boyfriend, so they would shut up about me dying alone.’

      ‘And your date last night?’

      ‘Was an arse. No. He was worse than an arse. He yelled at the server for no reason and demanded to see the chef. You know Terrence? At Sixby? My date then proceeded to tell Terrence how he had cooked the steak wrong. Can you just imagine it? Him telling Terrence, a Michelin starred chef, how to cook steak? Arsehole. Plus, the wine he ordered was pretentious.’

      I rolled my lips together to stop myself from smiling. Rebecca hated it when people disrespected the servers. Her mother had paid for Rebecca’s university tuition by waiting tables at night after doing a full day in an office. She also hated it when her dates tried to show off their wine knowledge by ordering the most expensive bottle on the menu.

      ‘So…’ Rebecca looked at me uncertainly. I could count on one hand the number of times she had looked uncertain in any given situation.

      ‘Of course I’ll be your date,’ I said.

      ‘And pretend to be my boyfriend?’

      ‘What exactly will that entail?’ I asked, crossing my arms and preparing for the negotiations.

      ‘Hand holding. Maybe a hand on the small of my back.’

      ‘A kiss?’

      She did one of those slow blinks as she looked at me. ‘Some small measures of affection. Yes.’

      I smiled then. It was fun playing with her. ‘How many? Duration? Tongue or no tongue?’

      She rolled her eyes at me and sat down. ‘What’s on my schedule
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