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Dear Sir, 

with regard to God and the Holocaust, 

The Holocaust is an idea and experience. It is an idea for those who never lived it; an experience for those who did. As an idea and an experience, they are extremes: the concept and reality of death and of life. 

The Holocaust is also an historical event: part of a sequence, a link in a chronological narrative that is the story of people. It is also an act of faith: believing in the most optimistic of outcomes when none seemed possible.1  

Beyond its concept and reality, the Holocaust was also apocalyptic -—a catastrophic upheaval. The event of the early 1940s was a punishment of evil and a triumph of good. 

The event was a prophetic warning, sir, from God about our collective survival. This warning included the intrusion of radical and pervasive evil in the twentieth century. Was this intrusion from God? Yes. God is all powerful and all encompassing. The systematic mass murder by Nazis was evil -—and where evil is concerned God cannot be excluded.2 

..

>>>  >>>

..

Sir,

religious books try to explain the Holocaust as a battle between good and evil, between God and the devil. These explanations may include the failure of faith. Faith is belief -—belief when there are no facts, no proofs that are verifiable. For some, this is having no faith in what many call God. The implication is that they who do not believe in God must conversely believe in the devil. This, however, is not necessarily the case. But the events of the mid-twentieth century test us in our resolve to believe in God when evil was so effective.   

The Holocaust is also redemption, which means being delivered from sin and damnation. Sin, as you well know, sir, is the breakdown of moral law. Damnation is punishment for that sin. Here the connection between sin and punishment is complicated. What sins demanded the punishment and the intervention of the Holocaust? At the same time, it is also hard to explain, theologically, God’s alleged abandonment and silence as the Holocaust’s final message. 

Yes, God has temporarily abandoned people before in the biblical past as a way of conveying a message. The magnitude of the Holocaust, however, cannot be erased by God’s lack of active behavior in our affairs. This lack cannot ease the experience of suffering by victims and survivors in what had happened during the war and beyond.

..

>>>  >>>

..

Sir, 

there is death and resurrection, including the state of Israel being reborn after two thousand years. Birth is accompanied by labor and stress, by a determination to live. Life is viable for individuals and families, their day-to-day joys and hopes. Life for a state is also the same but also conceptual, abstract, beyond the concerns of an individual and a family. From the death and destruction of the Holocaust came the state of Israel, home for many individuals and families. But this came at a cost of millions dead.3  

These causalities, however, cannot diminish the totality of the destruction of human lives and the threat to human dignity. Human life is worthy of honor and respect, which are not always destroyed by death. In the end, the nature of the Holocaust -—its essential qualities -—was both good and evil. These are the symbols of that event.4  

Specifically, some Christians believed that the Jews had “murdered” God. However, the fascists hated Jews not because of this alleged homicide but because the Jews, instead, had “invented” him. Death and creation are the dominant themes of history and of the Holocaust.5  

For the Nazis, the prime force in the universe -—if such a vast concept was within their intellectual ability, and I believe it was not -—was the non-existence of God. The reach of their worldview was no larger than bacteria and germs, as I shall make clear shortly.6  

As you well know, sir, Christian belief says that God is all-powerful. This contrasts with the powerlessness of people, accentuating their inconsequential role in helping to sustain Godly creation. The Nazis rejected this relationship by assuming that they themselves had the power of an entity in which they did not believe: God.7  

Human history, even I must admit, is inadequate to explain all. The Holocaust cannot be confined to local human events in Germany, as had been done in previous accounts. We can no longer ignore the twentieth century's worst genocide and its most powerful lesson where God is concerned. We must acknowledge that God was involved.8  

And yet, sir, there are those who believe otherwise. The cruelty and the large number killed raise the question of belief and faith. After such an event as the Holocaust, dare we talk about God, who loves and cares, without making a mockery of those who suffered? I say we must talk about God. He would have it no other way.9  

There was divine involvement in the Holocaust, even while evil was trying to dominate it. There is -—indeed, must be -—a religious and spiritual interpretation. Because society is too “scientific” and “technological” should not make us blind and deaf to God’s plan.10  

Sir, the Holocaust is different from all other historical experiences of extermination and mass destruction. To be sure, questions and debate surround Armenia and Turkey, and Africa itself, which I shall discuss with you later. The Holocaust, with its battle between faith and science, and its questions of Jews and history, is God’s involvement in history.11  

The idea of the Holocaust is a challenge for Jews and for non-Jews. God has power. God has goodness. God has love. God is involved in history. Yet, there is the question as to whether these are enough to prevent us from being in denial in the presence of burning children in the blackened pits of the concentration camps. The Biblical question of why do the righteous suffer and the wicked prosper is, I need not remind you, contemporary and urgent.12  

As I hope I have made clear, there are two ways to understand the Holocaust. One is submission to it as a revelation of God’s will. The other is of questioning and doubting a beneficent providence.13  

In short, sir, religious belief, or lack of it, is no guarantee against genocidal acts. This is true for perpetrator and victim alike.14  

The basic challenge of the Holocaust is not whether a just, all-powerful God was allied with extreme evil. The specific question is, "Did God use Adolf Hitler and the Nazis as his agents to inflict terrible sufferings and death upon six million Jews, including more than one million children?” 15  

The Holocaust requires us to rethink our thoughts about God and history. The intention of the Holocaust, let alone scope, was unprecedented. This makes it different from previous bloodshed because one-third of the Jewish people were murdered. The Nazis killed men, women and children because of their Jewish background. The extermination of the Jews was an end in itself and not a means to an end.16  

What is uncomfortable to some is God’s silence. To them, there is no intervention by God. His silence is disturbing and ominous. There is also another silence, sir, from history. The record of civilization’s actions cannot give guides or examples to the Holocaust because there are none. Silence from God is a message. The message from the mid-twentieth century -—if silence as message it was -—should be heard.17  

Sir, Auschwitz, the concentration camp, was incompatible with God’s power and kindness. But of the two, evil and good, God as good was not heard. Some, even today, tell God to stop his silence. I say, sir, that God’s silence sends a message.18  

Regardless of my belief, some individuals -—and they are not Nazis or Fascists -—affirm the death of God. I believe that once God is abandoned then that is the loss of hope.19  

..

>>>  >>>

..

Sir, 

be all of this at it may, regarding God and the Holocaust, there is still the debate of the Bible and its relationship to the events of the mid-twentieth century. 

..

Some say that after Auschwitz the Bible has lost its authority. The Bible, yes, is the word and guidance of God. Authority means the power or right to enforce obedience to that book.20  

Yet, the authority of Scripture has been questioned with regard to the experiences at Auschwitz and even the motives of the authors of the Scriptures themselves. These biases and inclinations I will make clear to you.21  

Part of the Gospels is a source of anti-Semitism. You have heard this before. There should be no place for this with Christians, who believe that the New Testament is the word of God. This, sir, presents a difficult question: Should the word of God be held accountable for supporting hatred against Jews? This hatred, perhaps, may have influenced genocide. Maybe a change in the Gospels is needed to purify Christianity from being a source of this hatred.22  

The point, by some, can be put bluntly: The New Testament had replaced the Old Testament as Holy Scriptures, teaching anti-Semitism which led to Auschwitz.23  

I concede that this is a harsh assessment.

Here God, the Bible, good, evil, history, and the Holocaust intersect. 

Christian New Testament beliefs of mercy and forgiveness were in contrast to Jewish versions of justice and prosecution of perpetrators. The Christian God of the New Testament represented love and mercy, who transcended or replaced the “primitive” Jewish God of revenge and wrath supposedly characteristic of the Old Testament. The refusal to forgive by Jewish survivors of the Holocaust was considered, maybe, as based on a tradition of revenge rather than justice. At the same time, the Christian tendency to forgive was, in a manner of speaking, an acquittal of those who began the Holocaust.24  

Sir, let me put this line of thought more succinctly. The New Testament, so some believe, is harmful to Jewish faith and Jews as a people. Some Jews believe that the New Testament is connected to anti-Semitism and genocide.25  

In contrast is the Old Testament. Some theologians emphasize the Old Testament over the New Testament. The idea is that the Old Testament was the original Bible of the early Christians and deserves more reverence and attention.26  

How should this one-sided approach to the Bible be solved? Some believe that Christians should embrace the whole Bible, the Old as well as the New. This should be done with the same degree of reverence and receptivity, and the same readiness, to be shaped by the Old Testament as they are by the New Testament.27

..

>>>  >>>

..

Sir,

the Bible is God's word. God's word should not be described as "old" or "new." All of God's scripture is relevant, important, and viable. God and his word are not old or new. Rather, God and his message is "Is." The Bible should not be divided into the Old and New Testament. Instead, the Bible should be called the Bible or the Scriptures. By describing the Bible as "old" and "new" sets up conflict. The traditional description makes half the Bible -—old and new -—out of date. 

..

Indeed, sir, there is a line of thinking that believes we should go back when the early Christians did not yet oppose the two documents.28  

But let us get back to this notion of anti-Semitism in the Gospels. To revise or correct the New Testament’s structural anti-Judaism, for Christians, will be an inner battle, which will be radical and deep.29  

Since the Holocaust, perhaps too many theologians and scholars have returned to religion as usual, that is, reasserting traditional conventional religion. However, we should not simply mourn the victims of the Holocaust in a secular manner. We should reinterpret religion, taking into account the Holocaust.30  

To put this matter another way, the time has arrived to deconstruct certain portions of the Bible. Repenting for the sin of anti-Judaism should, perhaps, be a priority for the theology of this century. The action will require a question to which there is no easy answer: To what extent does the renouncing of anti-Judaism touch on the truth and legitimacy of Christianity? 31  

An international organization -—a committee or sorts -—should explore the possibility of creating new biblical texts. These new writings should reflect the spirit of the Holocaust, and they should be relevant precisely because of it.32  

This notion of new biblical texts is not so far removed from reality. The Holocaust resonates with the religious and mythical traditions of the Bible, which is the dominant religious basis of western civilization.33  

Indeed, sir, no other example of genocide in modern times has associations so directly linked to the Bible and its worldview as does the Holocaust. To some extent, I hope I have made this clear and, if not, will attempt to do so additionally.34  

That the Bible should be revised should come as no surprise. Already, the traditional reference to the Bible has been challenged. New expressions have been created to describe the impact of the Holocaust, such as “New Revelation” or “new Sinai.”35  

Finally, I say that Biblical traditions deny that history is absurd or meaningless. Christianity and Judaism regard history as the blueprint in which the Divine reveals His plan for humanity and all creation.36  

..

>>>  >>>

..

Sir,

although we are nowhere near our end in the discussion of the Bible, I must move on to other topics. Here, I would like
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