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        IN THE FIELD by JULIAN BOUND
From National Geographic contributor and award winning documentary photographer Julian Bound, an exhilarating story of capturing world events, conflicts and culture on camera.
From the child soldiers of a Burmese liberation army to photographing the moment Nepal's 2015 earthquake struck, In The Field tells of encounters within Java's active volcanoes, Cairo's Arab Spring, Bangkok's coup d'état, and a venture into covert photography for a government in exile.
Alongside tales of conflict and natural disasters another journey it recounted, one which saw to documenting Buddhism throughout Asia and South East Asia. Including Bhutan's fortress monasteries, Tibet's temples and chanting Tantric monks of the Himalayas, In The Field tells of a humorous meeting with His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama at his 80th birthday celebrations.
Stories covered include:
AutobiographyThe Karen National Liberation ArmyMaoist Civil WarRebellion on the streets of BangkokTibetan refugeesA journey through TibetMumbai's Dharavi slumsCambodia's Killing FieldsThe Nepal earthquakes of 2015His Holiness the 14th Dalai LamaA breathtaking account of life on the road as a documentary photographer, told with honesty, humour and heart.
Including the author's photographs of events covered.
ABOUT THE AUTHORBorn in England, Julian is a documentary photographer, film maker and author. With photographic work featured on the BBC news, his photographs have been published in National Geographic, New Scientist and the international press. His work focuses on the social documentary of world culture, religion and traditions, with time spent studying meditation with the Buddhist monks of Tibet and Northern Thailand and spiritual teachers of India's Himalaya region.
Present for the Nepal earthquakes of
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THE MAHABODHI TEMPLE

BODH GAYA

The Mababodhi Temple, Badb Gay

Located in India’s mid

ast in the state of Bihar, Bodh Gaya is a place of
pilgrimage for Buddhists from across the world.

Home of the Mahabodhi Temple, this stupa complex was built in 260 BC
around the sacred Bodhi Tree, beneath which the young prince Siddhartha
Gautama sat for three days and nights in quiet meditation before becoming
the Buddha.

Followers of the Buddhist faith make a pilgrimage to Bodh Gaya, so they

too can meditate beneath the Bodhi Tree’s branches where Buddha

ained

enlightenment over two thousand years ago.
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The Author with His Holiness the 14th Dalai LLama
MclLeod Ganj, Dharamsala, India 6th December 2019
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SERA MONASTERY

LHASA

Monks debain

Founded in 1419, the Sera Monastery or the ‘Wild Roses Monastery’, is
located to the north of Lh;

The origin of Sera’s name arrives from the hill behind the monastery,

which during the monasterys construction was covered with wild roses,
Sera’in the Tibetan language

Each evening before sunset, Sera’s monks take to the monastery court-
yard so to debate Buddha’s words and teachings as found in Tibetan
Buddhist scripture.

The debating monks accompany their ideas with gestures of hand
clapping and smiles to prove their point. The act of debating is scen as a
process of learning by the elder monks who watch over the proceedings.
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Js MeLsod Ga, Dharamsala
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THE GREAT SAKYA MONLAM

LUMBINI

Within the Great Sakya Monlam, Lunebi

In southern Nepal on the border of India, the small town of Lumbini is
celebrated as being the birthplace of Buddha in 623 BC.

The Maya Devi temple in the centre of the town signifies the location of
Buddha’s birth and has grown into a comples of temple and stupa
Pilgrims from across the world come to pay homage at the temple and to
see the rock said to hold Buddha’s footprint

Each year over five thousand Buddhist monks and nuns arrive in Lumbini
to attend the Great Sakya Monlam, a near week long prayer festival aimed
in promoting world peace and harmony. These annual puja readings are led
by His Holiness Sakya Trizin Rinpoche.
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THE DALAI TEMPLE

MCLEOD GAN]

The Dalai Lama Tenple, Melsod Ganj, Dharan

On the southern outer Himalayan Mountain range in the district of
Himachel Pradesh, the town of Dharamsala sits at an altitude of
4,780ft/1,4

m.

Itis the village of McLeod Ganj a further 6miles/10km north and another

2,051ft/625m higher that holds the seat of Buddhism within India, it being

»m his

the home of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama since his escape
homelands of Tibet in 1959.

When the Dalai Lama crossed the Tibetan border into India on the 20th
March 1959 after an epic journcy from Lhasa, over 80,000 Tibetan
refugees have followed his path since, finding a safe haven in McLeod Ganj
and the Dharamsala suburbs
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BOUDHANATH STUPA

KATHMANDU

The averceng ees of Boudhanat Stapa, Katbmandi, N

Boudhanath lies on ancient trade routes that once ran from the Tibetan
capital of Lhasa and into Nepals Kathmandu Valley, its central point being
a. Surrounded by Tibetan homes and over fifty

its huge white washed stuy
Gompas (monastery temples).
of eyes on the stupa’s pinnacle representing Buddha’s allknowing nature.

all arc under the watchful gaze of four pairs

Tied from the top to the base of the stupa, streams of prayer flags ca
mantras and prayers out into the universe. The flag’ five colours embody
the five clements of blue for sky, white for air, red for fire, green for water
and yellow for carth. Tibetans believe when these flags break free they will
be blown by the wind to spread good will and compassion into all-pervad

ing spaces. This is symbolic of the inevitable passing of all things.
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About The Author

n maker and author.

Born in the UK, Julian Bound is a documentary photographer,
Featured on the BBC news, National Geographic and in the international press, his work
focuses on the social documentary of world culture, el
time studying meditation with the Buddhist monks of Tibet and Northern Thailand and
with spiritual teachers of India’s Himalaya region.

n and traditions, spending

His photography work includes documenting the child soldiers of the Burmese Karen
National Liberation Army, the Arab Spring of 2011, Cairo, Egypt, and the Thailand
political uprisings of 2009 and 2014 in Bangkok.

With portraiture of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Julian has photographed the
Tibetan refugee camps of Nepal and India. His other projects include the road working
ZYP of India, the Dharavi slums of Mumbai, the rail track slums of Jakarta and the
sulphur miners at work in the acive vol

0es of

tern Java, Indonesia.

Present for the Nepal carthquakes of 2015, he documented the disaster whilst working

as an emergency deployment photographer for various NGO and  international

embassies in conjunction with the United Nations.
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GYUTO TANTRIC MONASTERY

DHARAMSALA

One of the main tantric universities of the Gelug tradition of Tibetan

first established in 1475 AD in

Buddhism, the Gyuto monastery
Lhasa, Tibet. Home to 1,000 monks at the time of the Chinese invasion
into Tibet, 60 monks escaped to India on an arduous journey across the
Himalayas with the Dalai Lama in the spring of 1959. These 60 monks
went on to initiate the Gyuto monastery in Sidhwari, Dharamsala, India.

Famed for its unique overtone singing, Gyuto’s monks can be found
chanting within the golden walls of the Karmapa Temple atop a red
sweeping staircase overlooking the monastery. The temple was inaugurated
by the Dalai Lama in the autumn of 1998 in the year of the firc mousc, as
seen in the Tibetan lunar calendar of the year 2123
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TASHI LHUNPO MONASTERY

SHIGATSE

1 monk. malks acruss he entrance conryar i Linnpo Monasters, Shigats, T

4miles/280Km south-cast of the Tibetan capital of Lhasa, Shigatse
S500ft

stands at an altitude of 1 3,800m. Known as T/ Gateway to Ererest’,
Tibet's second largest city of Shigatse is famous for the Tashi Lhunpo
Monastery, which holds the traditional scat of the Panchen Lama.

One of the most important monasteries in central Tibet, Tashi Lhunpo
once housed 4,000 Buddhist monks. Now only 250 live within its walls,

T'here has been

n influx of novice monks entering he monastery over
the past few years. With some as young as six years old, Tashi Lhunpo’s

community is beginning to grow again, as clder monks show a new gener.

ation the

ichness of Tibetan culture, tradition, and a lifetime following the
Buddha’s path.
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INTHE
FIELD





d2d_images/image012.jpg





d2d_images/image013.jpg





d2d_images/image010.jpg





d2d_images/image011.jpg





d2d_images/image016.jpg
....A;miilmuum A






d2d_images/image017.jpg





d2d_images/image014.jpg
PEMA TS'AL SAKYA MONASTERY

POKHARA

Pema 17 i nstitut, Pokhars, Nep

Nepals second most populated city of Pokhara rests in the foothills of the
Annapurna mountain range, location of the Machhapuchhre Fishtail

Mountain and three of the ten highest mountains in the world

On a hilliop between Fishtail Mountain and Pokhara’s teardrop shaped
Is%al §
nd home to nearly one hundred Tibetan monks living in exile from

their homelands of Tibet.

Phewa

ake, the Pema kya Monastery is a monastic institute of

study

First established in 1999 in Kathmandu, Pema’s monks relocated to
Pokhara in 2002 under the blessings of the 41st Sakya Trizin, head of the
Sakya Sect of Tibetan Buddhism.
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INTRODUCTION

TIBET INDIA NEPAL

From Buddhism’s initial beginnings in Nepal, realisation in India and eventual spread
into Tibet, Buddhism is prevalent throughout Asia, none more so than the monks who
take refuge in Buddha’s teachings. In this collection of photographs taken over a four
year period whilst traveling through Tibet, India and Nepal, the documentation of those
who participate in over two millennia of ritual and tradition can be scen.

From Tibet
Drepung and Sera on the outskirts of Lhasa, monks cont

in monastic life within Shigatse’s Tashi Lhunpo, to the monasteries of
ue their duties no different
xile from their homelands in the Indian foothills of the Himalaya’s

o those living
westerly reaches, where the town of McLeod G
the 14th Dalai Lama since 1959. This also rings true for those who take pilgrimage to

Bodh Gaya, tra
beneath the Bodhi Tree,

n

inj has been a home for His Holiness

lling castwards across India to the Mahabodhi Temple, so to meditate

as did Buddha in his quest and attainment of enlightenment.

Buddhism within Nepal is also alive, from the capital of Kathmandu and its Tibetan
ad of temple and stupa, to the town of Pokhara in
monastery stands before a backdrop of

enclave of Boudhanath with its myr

the
the Annapurna
those following Buddha’s path. This is made to Nepal’s southernmost landscapes, where
on the border of India, the town of Lumbini marks the birthplace of Prince Siddhartha
Gautama, the one who would become the Buddha,

nter of the country, where the Pema T

mountain range of the Himalaya. There is another pilgrimage made by
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DREPUNG MONASTERY

LHASA

Founded in 1416, the Drepung Monastic University stands five miles to the

west of Lhasa at an altitude of 3,800ft/12,470m.
Located in the foothills of Mount Gambo Utse, Drepung is one of the
‘Great Three’ monasterics of the Gelug tradition, alongside the Ganden and

Sera monasteries.
In the early twentieth century Drepung was regarded as the largest mon:
astery in the world where as many as 8,000 monks would study within in its

sunbeam lit halls. Yet, since 1950 only several hundred now recite and

commit to memory the large rectangular parchments of Buddhist scripture

set out before them,
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Boudbanath Stupa, Katbmards, Nepa
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