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			Miguel de Cervantes

			Spanish novelist, poet and playwright

			
					Born in Alcalá de Henares (Madrid) in 1547

					Died in Madrid in 1616

					Notable works:	La Galatea (1585), novel

	Don Quixote (1605- 1615), novel

	Persiles (1617), novel




			

			Born in 1547, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra was a Spanish writer, playwright and poet who is remembered for being the creator of the first modern novel: El ingenioso hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha (The Ingenious Gentleman Don Quixote of La Mancha, 1605-1615).

			Cervantes fought on the Catholic side during the Battle of Lepanto. While he was travelling back to Spain, he was taken prisoner and spent five years as a slave in Algier. His marriage and his position as public servant did not bring an end to his errant life, because after the failure of his conjugal relationship, he started travelling again and spent some time in prison because he embezzled money while working as a tax collector. His literary career began in 1585 and, although his talent was not recognized while he was alive, Cervantes remains an ideal example of burlesque literature.

		


		
			Don Quixote

			A chivalric madness resulting from the excessive reading of novels

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: De Cervantès, M. (Unknown) Don Quixote. [Online]. [accessed 21 December 2015]. Available from: <https://www.jus.uio.no/sisu/don_quixote.miguel_de_cervantes/portrait.a4.pdf>

					First edition: 1605 and 1615

					Themes: madness, chivalry, reading, parody, fantasy

			

			Don Quixote is a novel whose first part was published in 1605. The author pretends that the first chapters have come from the The Archive of La Mancha and that the other chapters have been translated from Arabic by a Moorish author (a Moor converted to Catholicism): the wizard of Don Quixote.

			The novel tells the story of the hidalgo Quesada who reads so many works of fiction about chivalry that he is losing his mind: becoming an errant knight, renamed Don Quixote, he travels through Spain on an old horse, Rocinante, in the company of his squire Sancho Panza, a poor and naïve peasant. The knight accomplishes feats for the love of a peasant girl, Dulcinea del Toboso, who he will never meet. His knightly madness turns mills into giants and peasant girls into princesses, which gives rise to many misadventures.

		


		
			Summary

			PART 1

			Chapter 1

			Mr. Quesada is a hidalgo who lives in a village in La Mancha with his governess and his niece. He spends most of his time reading chivalric romances, night and day. His head is filled with the adventures, battles, courtesies and spells of the books he reads. The poor man begins to lose his mind and becomes a knight-errant who is looking for adventures and opportunities to make up for injustices. He cleans the rusty old suit of armor which used to belong to his ancestors and speaks enthusiastically about his mount: an old horse which he compares to Bucephalus, Alexander the Great’s horse (king of Macedonia, 356 -323 B.C.). He christens himself Don Quixote and names his horse Rocinante. The only thing left to make him the perfect knight is a lady in whose name he will complete his quests. He remembers a peasant girl he used to love in his youth, and re-names her Princess Dulcinea del Toboso.

			Chapters 2-3

			Once his preparations are ready, Don Quixote does not want to wait any longer to achieve his project, as he is convinced that the slightest delay would deprive the world of his much-needed help, because he believes it to be full of insults that need repayments, wrongs to be righted, injustices to be repaired, excesses to be corrected, and debts to be honored.

			He leaves and decides that the first person he encounters will be allowed to dub him a knight, according to the rules of his order. When night falls, Don Quixote arrives at an inn, in front of which two prostitutes are standing, which he mistakes for two noble ladies conversing in front of a castle. The innkeeper, whom he mistakes for the castle owner, offers him food and agrees to knight him. 

			Chapter 4

			Upon leaving the inn, Don Quixote acts as a defender of justice by taking the defense of a servant complaining because he did not receive his due. Yet, once Don Quixote has gone, the master of the servant beats him all the more. Travelling further, Don Quixote challenges merchants to confess that there is no lady in the world more beautiful than Dulcinea del Toboso. The adventure takes a turn for the worst and Don Quixote ends up receiving a beating.

			Chapters 5-8

			Unable to rise again, he is helped by a neighbor who recognizes him and brings him back to his village, where Nicholas, the curate, his niece and the governess decide to burn the books which caused the old man’s madness. However, once back on his feet, the knight departs again, with Sancho Panza, a peasant he dubs his squire. The poor man, a bit simple-minded, accompanies him on a donkey, happy about the knight-errant’s promise to make him the governor of an archipelago.

			PARTS 2 & 3

			Chapters 9-16

			Don Quixote and his squire arrive at an inn where the knight believes himself to be the recipient of advances from a high-born lady, who is in fact a servant engaged to the muleteer sleeping on the nearby bunk. The muleteer, disapproving of Don Quixote’s speech to his lady friend, beats him. Don Quixote believes this beating to be the doing of a fearsome giant sent by a Moorish wizard.

			Chapter 17

			The knight refuses to pay the innkeeper, because a knight never pays for board and lodging. Pranksters then take their revenge by putting Sancho in a sheet and sending him flying into the air. The two friends leave the place, their spirits broken.

			Chapters 18

			Sancho wants to go home. He notices that Don Quixote did not achieve any victories and he is tired of receiving beatings instead of the promised territories. The knight replies that these defeats have been caused by the Wizard.

			Chapters 19-20

			They come across a long line of priests carrying a dead person to its resting place. The knight attacks the convoy, as he imagines that they are ghosts sent by the devil. During the adventure, thanks to Sancho’s inspiration, Don Quixote dubs himself Knight of the Rueful Countenance (in other translations, he is sometimes called Knight of the Sorrowful Countenance or Knight of the Sad Countenance).

			Chapter 21

			Sancho and Don Quixote come across a barber who wears his basin on his head to protect his new hat from the rain. Don Quixote is delighted to meet this knight wearing the helmet of Mambrino, which he covets and seizes.

			Chapter 22

			On the way, Don Quixote frees a group of convicts that are being sent to the galleys, and is badly thanked for his deed.

			Chapters 23-27

			Hiding in the mountains for fear of reprisals from the St. Hermandad for having freed the convicts, the two men hear of the existence of Cardenio, a nobleman living like a savage out of grief.

			Don Quixote sends Sancho to Dulcinea to give her a letter he wrote for her. On his way, Sancho meets the curate and Nicholas. Still determined to bring the knight back to the village, the two men make up a plan. While looking for Don Quixote, they come across Cardenio, who tells them of Don Fernando who stole his fiancée, Luscinda.

			PART 4

			Chapter 28

			The three men hear the complaints of a young man dressed like a peasant. They discover that the young man is actually a young woman, who introduces herself as Dorotea. She has been dishonored by Don Fernando, who had promised to marry her but fled in the early morning. Dorotea tells the men that Luscinda had not given herself to Don Fernando: on the day of the wedding, she was carrying a letter on her in which it was stated that she belonged to Cardenio, which made the marriage to Don Fernando impossible.

			Chapters 29-31

			Cardenio concludes that the right marriages can still be celebrated: those of Don Fernando to Dorotea and Luscinda to himself. Having gotten over their emotions, the characters can now focus again on Don Quixote. According to the curate’s plan to bring Don Quixote to the village, Dorotea offers to play the role of the princess who will ask the knight to avenge her of an insult that a giant made to her.

			Chapters 32-39

			On their way to the “kingdom of the princess”, the curate, Nicholas, Cardenio, Dorotea, Sancho and Don Quixote stop at the inn where Sancho had been thrown in the air with a sheet.

			Luscinda and Don Fernando arrive there. Thanks to the tears and moving speech of Dorotea, Don Fernando finally agrees to free Luscinda and to marry his real intended: Dorotea.

			Chapters 40-47

			In order to allow Dorotea to abandon her role and to pursue her journey without them, Nicholas and the curate imprison the knight in a cage on a chariot to bring him back to the village.

			Chapters 48-52

			On the way, Don Quixote asks to leave the cage to tend to his needs, when a procession of penitents , carrying a statue of the Virgin on their shoulders, passes by. He runs to them, believing that they are kidnapping a noble lady. The knight escapes the altercation with a broken back and Sancho manages to convince him to go back to the village. Don Quixote, recognizing that fate is against him, agrees. Yet, he has barely arrived when he leaves for a third time, for a glorious sally, according to the tradition of La Mancha.
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