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10 of Cups

Alice stood alone in the tarot reading room. She shuffled the special deck and cut it. She drew the top card and stared at it. She heard her aunt leading a client to the room. So, Alice turned and left the room. She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk.

She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She set all three versions of the 10 of Cups out on her desk. She opened her notebook and took notes. She blinked and realized there was only one cup card left. She made a mental note that she would be seeing the Ace of Cups sooner or later. She kept taking her notes while listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She didn’t stop taking notes until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She waited.

The music stopped and moments later Eliot walked into the kitchen. He set the table and stood by. He smiled at Alice. She smiled back.

Madeline didn’t turn around or even turn her head. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “10 of Cups.”

Madeline smiled. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is home and hearth with serenity of a familiar place. It can be all that comes with family and friends. It could also be someone looking out for the querent’s interest. It is family contentment with total love and support. It can even be well being and realized desires.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a false heart, petty jealousies and rivalries. It can be violence within the home and loss of friendship.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice smiled and grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Eliot asked, “So, what will the card be tomorrow?”

Alice shrugged. “There only one more cup card.”

Eliot raised an eyebrow. “Oh? Which one?”

Alice answered, “The ace.”

Madeline smiled. “You’ve gotten through many of the cards already. There won’t be that many left in any of the suits.”

Alice nodded. “I’m sure it will be hard to shuffle what’s left before long.”

Eliot smiled. Madeline finished eating and left to deal with more tarot clients. He and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. They went to the greenhouse to check on orders. He turned music back on and they got right to work.

Klio and Klia made their rounds and checked on Madeline first. They watched through the doorway. They hesitated to walk into the room while there was a client in there. Then the cats walked away to check to see what the young elves were doing.

The cats liked the greenhouse. It had lots of windows and made it easy to see everything all around them. The cats found a good perch in the greenhouse that was out of the way and didn’t mess anything up for Alice or Eliot.

The young elves finished packing up the big orders for the day and the delivery person took the boxes with a smile. They left a couple of boxes. The young elves took the  boxes and opened them as the cats watched.

Alice smiled. “Good. We were nearly out of the salt and some other things.”

Eliot smiled. “That’s why I ordered more. We have plenty of clients to keep happy these days.”

Clients came and went for their small orders. Even Madeline picked up things for her tarot clients. She said nothing to the young elves and they didn’t say anything to her either.

The crafting seemed to go quickly that day. Klio and Klia watched the comings and goings of those outside of the house. They even watched the neighborhood cats. Then a visitor arrived that wasn’t welcomed in the house. The cats meowed at the newcomer approaching the greenhouse.

Alice and Eliot looked at what they cats were pointing out. It was Adrian. She sighed and waited. She walked outside and stared at him.

“Alice, mom needs you now.”

She blinked. “What are you talking about?”

Adrian answered, “She fell and is recovering right now. She needs you to look after her when she comes out.”

Alice’s eyes widened. “What? I’m no nurse. I wouldn’t know how to take care of her.”

Adrian sighed. “Don’t be so selfish. She needs you to take care of the house as you used to.”

Alice shook her head. “No, Adrian. I can’t take care of the house now. I have a job that keeps me too busy.”

Eliot watched the encounter. Klio and Klia hissed at Adrian. He stepped outside.

Adrian looked at Eliot. “Mom and I think you should give up your job now and take care of her. She’s more important.”

Alice gasped. “You don’t get to tell me what’s more important. I am an adult and I get to decide for myself. As far as I’m concerned you and mom are too selfish to care about me and what’s important to me.”

Adrian frowned. “You have to come with me, Alice. I can’t take care of the house.”

Alice said, “Then hire someone to do it. You can afford to. I’m not doing it anymore. Neither you nor mom give me enough consideration. I can’t breathe when I have to deal with you two all the time. Just when I finally find something that’s good for me, you want me to give it up for you. Who do you think you are?”

Adrian sighed. “I’m your brother. I know what’s best for you.”

Alice said, “No, you don’t know. You think it’s okay to treat me like crap and order me around. I’m done.”

Madeline stepped outside. “Adrian, why are you back? I thought you didn’t like cats.”

Adrian jumped. “Madeline, I’m trying to get Alice to come home and take care of mom and the house.”

Madeline sighed. “Alice is an adult and she can make her own decisions. You coming here twice now should confirm that.”

Adrian scoffed. “This is absurd. Alice has to take care of mom after her fall.”

Madeline stared. “Really? Why is it Alice’s responsibility? You and my sister have the money to afford maid service and a nurse.”

Alice raised an eyebrow. “I already suggested it, but Adrian is insisting that I have to do it.”

Adrian turned back to Alice. “Well, are you coming or not?”

Alice sighed. “No, I’m not coming. I already have a home and a good job. I’m not giving it up for you or mom. You are out of line to ask me to do so.”

Adrian growled softly. “Those cats are menacing.”

Madeline smiled. “They are guard cats and I don’t think they like you.”

Klio and Klia hissed and growled at Adrian.

Madeline continued, “They don’t hiss or growl at us. They like the three of us.”

Adrian scoffed, turned and walked away. The elf trio and cats watched him leave. The cats stopped hissing and growling. They looked at each other and now knew one of the people they were to deter from the house.

Eliot sighed.

Alice said, “I know I have a loving and safe home with you two and the cats. I’ve never felt so secure in my life before. I’m glad I came and don’t regret leaving my mother when I did. It’s sad that she fell and now needs more help. I can’t help her and I know she will just abuse me more as she has in the past. Neither she nor Adrian have changed. I’m better off staying here.”

Madeline smiled. “Glad to hear it. I just wish they’d stop dumping on you. You are your own person and are perfectly capable of making your own decisions. I’m glad you want to stay and feel so happy and safe with us.”

Eliot smiled. “So am I. I almost can’t believe that you came with me when you did. You didn’t know me.”

Alice smiled. “Well, it was either stay with my mother or take a chance. So, I took the chance knowing it was the right thing for me to do. I don’t regret coming here.”

Eliot put his arms around her waist from behind. She placed her hands over his hands. Madeline rolled her eyes. She went inside to cook in the kitchen. Alice and Eliot went back inside the greenhouse and cleaned up everything.

The cats were more relaxed and went to the kitchen. Eliot thought again about asking Alice to marry him, but he said nothing. Instead, he followed her out of the greenhouse and into the kitchen. He set the table and she grabbed drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down to eat.

There was no need for words. Everyone, elves and cats, were happy. This was a happy home based on unconditional love and respect for one another. They were independent of each other and interdependent upon one another. It was an equal exchange. They all belonged and didn’t care if they didn’t fit in anywhere else.

It was enough for the five of them to live and work together. They didn’t want things to change, but all knew that things would continue to change no matter what. But for now they were happy and that was enough for them in this moment.
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