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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations. Learn to speak more fluently in American English.
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​Introduction to the Book 
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge and understanding of English vocabulary. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. Plus, be able to understand more of what you hear and read. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues, vocabulary words and phrases that are ideal for intermediate level students. The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, or expressions, that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each lesson. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one lesson a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​Unemployment

[image: ]


John: I’ve been reading about the high unemployment rate recently. Do you know what the main causes are?

Sarah: Yes, one big reason is automation. Machines and computers are replacing jobs that people used to do.

John: I also heard that companies are moving their factories to other countries to save money. It’s called outsourcing.

Sarah: Another reason is that sometimes people don’t have the right skills for the jobs available.

John: Economic recessions also cause unemployment. When the economy slows down, many businesses have to reduce their staff.

Vocabulary

automation: The use of machines or technology to do tasks that were previously done by humans. 

outsourcing: The practice of moving jobs to another country to reduce costs. 

skills: The abilities or knowledge needed to do a particular job. 

recession: A period of economic decline where businesses reduce activity and jobs are lost. 

Comprehension Questions

	What is one reason Sarah gives for the high unemployment rate? 

	How does outsourcing affect jobs in a country? 

	What happens to unemployment during an economic recession? 


Answers

	One reason Sarah gives for the high unemployment rate is automation, where machines and computers replace jobs that people used to do. 

	Outsourcing affects jobs by moving factories or jobs to other countries, which can lead to fewer jobs available in the original country. 

	During an economic recession, unemployment increases because many businesses reduce their staff. 


Discussion Questions

	What are some ways governments can help reduce unemployment? 

	How do you think education and training programs can help people find jobs? 

	Do you think technology and automation will create more jobs or cause more unemployment in the future? 
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​Save me a Seat

[image: ]


Jerry and Sid are talking about coming late to class. 

Jerry: Hey Sid, can you save me a seat in class? I'm going to come late. 

Sid: Take your time. I'll even take notes for you. But, why are you always late? 

Jerry: You know the cute girls always catch my eye and then I have to stop and talk. But, keep up the good work my friend. I love that you always pay attention in class.  

Sid: We should have lunch after class.

Vocabulary

save me a seat: Hold a seat for someone at an event, meeting, class, etc. 

come late: Show up not on time. 

take your time: Don't worry about hurrying. 

take notes: Write down briefly what is being heard.  

catch my eye: Something shiny, sparkling, appealing makes you look. 

keep up the good work: Continue doing the good things you're doing. 

pay attention: Look closely; focus. 

have lunch: Eat lunch. 

Practice 

	Do you want to _____ next Friday?

	Please _____! You'll need to know this for your test next week.

	If you _____ to Dr. Kim's class, you have to sit in the front row.  

	Jeremy, _____. You did so well on your last report card. 

	Please _____. I'm going to be a little bit late getting there.

	I can't go to the mall! So many things _____ and I spend too much money. 

	Please _____ for this meeting, okay? 

	Please _____ doing this test. You have two hours to do it. 


Answers

	have lunch

	pay attention 

	come late  

	keep up the good work

	save me a seat

	catch my eye

	take notes 

	take your time 
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​The Dancing Plague
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Maria: Have you ever heard about the Dancing Plague of 1518?

James: No. What happened?

Maria: It was a strange event in Strasbourg, France. People started dancing uncontrollably and for a long time. Some even collapsed from exhaustion.

James: That sounds unbelievable! How long did it last?

Maria: It went on for about a month. At least 400 people were involved. Some say it was caused by a curse or even mass hysteria.

James: Was there any further explanation for it?

Maria: Maybe a disease?

Vocabulary

dancing: Moving rhythmically to music, typically to a beat. 

collapsed: To fall down suddenly, usually due to exhaustion or weakness. 

curse: A magical spell or supernatural force that is said to bring bad luck or misfortune. 

––––––––
[image: ]


Comprehension Questions

	What happened during the Dancing Plague of 1518?

	How long did the Dancing Plague last, and how many people were involved? 

	What are some possible explanations for the event? 


Answers

	People danced uncontrollably for days, and some even collapsed from exhaustion.

	The Dancing Plague lasted about a month, and at least 400 people were involved. 

	A curse, mass hysteria, or a disease. 


Discussion Questions

	What do you think could have caused the Dancing Plague of 1518? 

	How would you react if something as strange as the Dancing Plague happened in your town today? 

	Can you think of other historical events or phenomena that are still considered mysteries?
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​Military Technology
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John: Have you heard about the new military technology used during World War I?

Sarah: They used tanks for the first time. They were like moving fortresses.

John: The machine guns were also very important. They could shoot many bullets at once, making it hard for soldiers to advance.

Sarah: And then there was poison gas. That was really dangerous because it could kill or injure people without warning.

John: It’s amazing how technology changed the way wars were fought. But it also caused a lot of suffering.

Sarah: Technology is efficient, but it can also be destructive.

Vocabulary

tanks: Large, armored vehicles used in battle, designed to move over rough ground and protect soldiers inside. 

machine guns: Rapid-fire firearms that can shoot many bullets in a short time. 

poison gas: Toxic gases used as weapons in war to harm or kill enemies. 

destructive: Causing great damage or harm. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What new military technology was used for the first time during World War I?

	How did machine guns affect soldiers during the war? 

	Why is poison gas considered dangerous in warfare? 


Answers

	Tanks, machine guns, and poison gas.

	By making it hard for them to advance because they could shoot many bullets at once. 

	Because it could kill or injure people without warning. 


Discussion Questions

	How do you think the use of new military technology in World War I changed the way wars are fought today?

	In what ways did poison gas impact soldiers' experiences during the war, and do you think it's ethical to use such weapons in modern conflicts? 

	What other types of military technology do you think have played a significant role in shaping modern warfare? 
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​The Skin
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Anna: Have you ever thought about how important our skin is?

John: Not really, but I know it protects us. Does it do anything else?

Anna: Yes! The skin is part of the integumentary system, which helps protect our body from bacteria and keeps water inside. It also helps control our body temperature.

John: How does it do that?

Anna: When you're hot, your skin sweats to cool you down. When you're cold, it makes your hair stand up to keep warmth in.

John: So, the skin is more than just a barrier.

Anna: Exactly! It also senses things like touch, pain, and temperature, so it helps us react to our environment.

Vocabulary

skin: The outer layer of the body that protects and covers internal organs.

integumentary: A system of the body that includes the skin, hair, and nails, which protect the body. 

temperature: The level of heat in the body or environment. 

senses: The abilities to feel, see, hear, taste, or smell. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What are two ways the skin helps regulate body temperature?

	How does the skin help protect the body? 

	What does the skin sense in the environment? 


Answers

	By sweating to cool the body down and making hair stand up to keep warmth in.

	By acting as a barrier against bacteria and keeping water inside. 

	It senses things like touch, pain, and temperature. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the skin's ability to regulate temperature is important for our health in extreme weather conditions?

	What are some ways people can take care of their skin to keep it healthy? 

	How does the skin's role in protecting the body compare to other body systems, like the immune system? 
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