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The mild temperatures of late October always remind one that the summer has come to an end and it is now a season of dying. The trees have lost the golden red leaves as grass shrivels up and turns gray. The autumn rains bitterly descend as a chill covers the earth.

Into this world a group of teenagers travel. They are on a weekend trip without parents or restraints. Being their last year of school, they want an adventure. What they are about to experience will be so much more...

Justin pulled the Jeep Cherokee into a parking spot and pointed to the building in front of them. “I told you this hotel would be perfect for us. It even has an indoor water-park.”

Marni was impressed as she looked at the three story resort, connected to a large casino. “Wish I was a year older so that I could gamble.”

Clarice and Delbert, both sitting in the back seat, began to laugh. “We are 18. We get to play the slot machines,” Clarice rubbed it in.

Opening his door, Justin stated, “I came here to swim. The rest of you can do whatever you want.”

Exactly what his two friends in the back wanted to hear, they jumped out and started running for the casino entrance.

“Aren’t they going to help with the luggage?” Marni asked.

“Aw, let them go. This weekend is all about having some fun. Besides, I can always use a break from know-it-all Delbert.”

Marni giggled. “He has talked non-stop the entire ride here, and no matter what anyone else says, he has always done better or more.”

“Got to love the guy, he never leaves us bored.”

“Are him and Clarice a couple?”

Justin wished he knew. For years he’d held a crush on the girl from across the street, but she seemed to be more attracted to his best friend than him. “Not sure.”

“They would make a cute couple. He never shuts up and she hangs on his every word. And of course, she’s blonde, and the most popular girl in school.”

Justin grinned. “Are you jealous of Clarice?”

Marni frowned, pushing a wisp of brown hair from her face “Nooo, but you have to admit she is beautiful.”

“You are not exactly ugly.”

She gave him a smirk. “Wow, that is the sweetest thing a guy has ever said to me.”

“I didn’t mean it in a bad way,” he defended himself. “I know a lot of guys that would be happy to take you out on a date.”

“Name one?”

He thought a moment. “All the guys in the computer club probably have a crush on you.”

“Oh, thanks. Throw me to the nerds.”

An army truck pulled into the space next to the jeep.

Justin watched as the driver, a man in his mid-forties, got out. Four young soldiers barreled out of the vehicle, obviously glad to be set free. Two of the three guys were white, while the other was black. The forth soldier was an Oriental woman. They all looked to be in their early twenties.

“We will be staying here for the night. I expect you to be on your best behavior and not embarrassing the uniforms you are wearing. Is that understood?”

“Yes, Captain!” they shouted in unison.

One of the soldiers glanced at Justin and nodded, letting him know they weren’t all that serious.

The group moved to the back of the truck and each unloaded a duffle bag. They quickly followed their leader into the hotel.

Getting out of the jeep, Marni made a salute to the departing soldiers. “Thank you very much for your service.”

Justin grinned as he grabbed his own bag out of the back. He then tossed Marni hers. “You shouldn’t make fun of them. They are just doing their job.”

She smirked. “At a casino? I’ll bet that captain fella’ just wants to play the tables.”

“And how would you know so much about it?”

“I’ve seen movies.” Then her voice softened. “Did you notice a couple of those guys were really good looking? I think the tall one was glancing my way.”

“Now I know you are dreaming. But it is nice to learn you like guys in uniform, now you can date some of my friends in the band.”

She shot him a dirty look. “I don’t understand why you keep trying to fix me up with all the nerds.”

“Nerds are people too,” he laughingly noted. “And they also have feelings. Why won’t you give them a chance?”

She slugged him in the shoulder. “You are the biggest nerd I know.”

They walked into the spacious lobby, an open room that revealed walkways across the second and third floors. A giant fireplace was against the wall. To the back of the lobby was the entrance to the indoor water-park.

“Here are the keys to your rooms,” a young man at the counter said, giving the cards to the Captain.

Justin waited until the soldiers departed before stepping up to announce he had a reservation.

The employee took his name and pulled up the needed information on his computer. “I will need to see some form of identification and a credit card?”

Justin pulled out his license, handing it to the man. “My dad made the reservation and was supposed to have pre-paid.”

“We might have a problem. You have to be Eighteen to check in, and I see your birthday isn’t for another few months. Would the young lady be of age?”

Marni shook her head.

“The room is in my dad’s name and he already paid for it, so what’s the big deal?”

“Is your father going to be staying with us for the weekend?”

“No. Me and my friends are here to swim.”

“Then you need someone of legal age with you before I can check you in. I’m sorry, but those are the rules.”

“Our friends staying with us are both Eighteen.”

“And where are they?”

“They went to the casino.”

“Are you sure?”

“We saw them go in.”

“What is the name?”

“Delbert McGee.”

The man picked up a phone and made a quick call. As he hung up the phone he stated, “I am having them paged.”

It only took a few minutes for Delbert and Clarice to appear from a nearby hallway.

“What’s up?” asked Delbert.

“Can you show this gentleman your driver’s license, please? We can’t check in without an adult.” Justin knew that last sentence would tickle his friend and he would probably never hear the end of it.

Delbert whipped out the needed identification.

“Thank you, sir.” The clerk punched in some numbers before handing them their key cards. “You have two adjacent rooms. There is a doorway connecting them if you’d like.”

“Does breakfast come with this deal?” Clarice asked.

The man smiled. “It will be here in our snack area until 10 a.m.” He pointed at the closed restaurant next to the water-park entrance.

“Let’s go check out the rooms,” Delbert said, leading the way to the elevator.

“What level are we on?” Clarice wanted to know.

“The third floor, wonder if it has a good view?”

Justin shook his head. “Of what, a cow pasture? We are in Oklahoma, dude. There isn’t a lot to see around here.”

“Anything is better than home,” Marni giggled.

“Hey, now, Salina, Kansas has a lot to offer,” Justin defended their home town.

“It doesn’t have a casino with a water-park,” Delbert corrected him.

The elevator ride up was swift. They made their way over the crosswalk, peering down at the check-in counter. Pictures and murals of Native Americans lined the walls. They walked down the empty hall until finding their two rooms.

“Not bad,” Clarice stated as they entered.

Marni looked at the two beds in the room. “Don’t forget you and I are sharing one room and the guys get the other.”

Clarice shot her the finger. “You take all the fun out of everything. I was thinking maybe Delbert and I could take this room and you and Justin could share the other one.”

“I would feel uncomfortable with that arrangement,” Marni declined.

“Don’t be such a prude. Is it because you don’t trust Justin?”

“No. I trust him. But I prefer we stick to the original plan.”

Justin knew he needed to settle the question. “Marni is right. We agreed the girls got one room and us guys would take the other.”

“Okay, at least for tonight,” Delbert agreed.

Marni held up a brochure. “The pool is only open until eight tonight.”

Clarice grabbed the paper from her friend’s hand and stared at it intently. “Damn, she’s right. It’s only open for four hours.  We’ve already missed an hour.”

Delbert punched Justin in the shoulder. “We better get our suits on, buddy.”

Justin grinned at the girls. “Is this room okay for the two of you?”

They nodded.

“Then I guess the other room is ours,” Delbert stated.

As Justin opened the door, he turned to his friend. “We left your stuff in the jeep. Guess you’ll have to go get it. Here are my keys.”

Delbert blew Clarice a kiss, jingling the keys in his hand. “I’ll grab your bag too, babe.”

“Thanks.”

Justin unlocked their room as his friend ran down the long hallway. Switching on the lights, he saw the room looked exactly like the other, only difference was some of the pictures on the wall were not the same. An odd figure with no face gave him the creeps as he tossed his bag onto the bed nearest the window. He swiftly changed into his swim suit and water slippers.

Deciding to wait for Delbert, he glanced out the window to see the parking lot below. His friend must have already gotten the bags, because he saw no one around his jeep.

There was a knock on the connecting door.

Justin opened it to find Delbert grinning. “I figured I should bring Clarice her bag first.” He then stepped into the adjacent room, shutting the door from behind.

“You must have run the entire way.”

Delbert grinned as he put his luggage on the empty bed and opened it. He was out of his clothes in a flash, no false modesty could he be accused of as Justin tried to look away. Delbert’s swim wear was barely a step up from being a speedo.

“This should make the girls wild.”

Justin wasn’t so sure. “Or get you arrested if you sport a boner.”

“Hey, dude. I’m eighteen and have a little self-control. Not like you, my virgin friend.”

Justin knew he’d best change the subject to avoid his buddy’s ridicule. “The girls will really like this place. I came a few years ago with my folks and we had a blast. The water slide is great.”

Delbert gave him a blank stare. “You do know, you sound like a little kid? I came here to have some fun with Clarice.”

It was time for the million dollar question. “Are you and her dating?”

“We went to a movie last weekend and hit it off. This weekend should seal the deal.”

“I hope you aren’t putting too much pressure on her. I don’t want to see anyone getting hurt this weekend.”

Delbert gave his buddy a pat on the cheek. “You worry too much. Why don’t you concentrate on you and Marni?”

A big frown crossed Justin’s face. “Don’t be goofy. We have just been friends ever since grade school.”

“So have me and Clarice, but it’s time to grow up. We are in high school now.”

The connecting door was suddenly being knocked upon loudly.

Delbert opened it to
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