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With their boisterous natures and big personalities, you might think that drawing dogs is a tall order. Not so! With professional art tutor Jake Spicer’s unique guide you’ll be successfully sketching your favourite canine in next to no time.

Easy-to-follow tutorials take you from learning the basic techniques every artist needs to know to capturing the unique qualities that characterise your dog—including anatomy, details and expression. With its friendly approach and beautifully illustrated lessons, this book ensures that anyone who’s ever wanted to draw a dog will soon be able to.

• A proven method from the author of Draw Faces in 15 Minutes

• Richly illustrated, easy-to-follow step-by-step chapters make it simple for anyone to capture their dog’s likeness


Contents

INTRODUCTION

Introduction

Draw Dogs in 15 Minutes

WHAT YOU NEED

Your Materials

Setting Up to Draw

Drawing from Life

Drawing from Photos

LEARNING TO DRAW

Attitudes and Techniques

Looking

Core Skills of Drawing

Observational Measuring

Visual Language

Making Marks

Tone

Making Your Mark

Light and Shadow

Life Studies vs. Photographs

DRAWING DOGS

Beginning and Improving

Stage 1: Establish the Pose

Stage 2: Construct

Parallel Stage: Anatomy

Negative Spaces

Parallel Stage: Problem-Solving

Stage 3: Elaborate

Putting it All Together

Putting it into Practice

Exercise 1: Practice the Technique

Exercise 2: Quick Sketches

Exercise 3: Anatomy of a Dog

Exercise 4: Negative Spaces

Exercise 5: Draw a Dog in 15 Minutes

Making Pictures

Composition

Foreshortening and Perspective

GOING INTO DETAIL

Dogs’ Heads

Faces

Eyes

Ears

Muzzle

Tails

Coats

Age and Identity

Drawing Different Breeds

Exploring Drawing

Acknowledgments


Introduction

Throughout history dogs have been our constant companions. Loyal and abiding, their bodies, temperaments, and habits have been shaped to fit our lives. As regular parts of our homes, families, and workplaces they have also become enduring subjects of art.

Whether you’d like to learn to draw dogs from scratch, or already draw but want to develop a better technique, this is the book for you. The ability to draw is often described as a talent that people are born with, but it is better thought of as a skill that can be learned. The truth is that everybody can learn to draw, and anybody who can draw, can always improve.

Drawing Dogs

Maybe you want to learn to draw dogs from your imagination, or maybe you have a favorite pet that you’d like to learn to sketch. Whatever your reasons for wanting to draw, you’ll come up against all sorts of practical and draftsmanly problems. The aim of this book isn’t to provide templates for drawing specific breeds of dog; it is to give you a lifelong set of skills that can be applied to any dog and indeed any other subject. You’ll also find plenty of extra advice on dog-drawing conundrums like how to capture the textures of fur, how to create a lively canine portrait, and how to draw dogs in action.

Why Draw?

Drawing is a very versatile skill, and while you might draw as a hobby or to impress friends with a neat skill, being good with a pen can also help you with your career, as many jobs require basic skills in drawing, from carpentry to web design.

Whatever your reason for starting to draw, you’ll find that the more you practice and the further you progress, the more you’ll discover it’s not just about making a picture on a piece of paper; the art of drawing is about learning to see the world in a different way. The draftsman’s eye is the eye that sees wonder in the mundane, that perceives beauty and knows what to do to express it on paper. To observe a subject and be able to translate that observation into a piece of art is a skill with a lot of depth to it.

The Language of Drawing

Drawing is a kind of visual language, a way of describing the observed world using a vocabulary made up of line and tone. Like a spoken language, it has a certain grammar and structure that can be learned, developed, and adapted to your needs. This book serves as a guidebook, giving you some simple visual “phrases” to communicate fundamental ideas; through practice and regular drawing you can develop a broader range and personal style. In time your marks can become poetic, eloquent, and you become more fluid in your drawn articulation of what you see.

Beginning

As kids most of us learn to draw and paint, but as teenagers we can become so self-conscious about our drawing that by the time we reach adulthood many of us have talked ourselves out of drawing altogether. The good news is that we can all reclaim the skill of drawing—it is never too late.

When you first learn to draw you may feel clumsy, your pencil stumbling over lines as your tongue might stumble through a foreign phrase. There aren’t some people who find drawing effortless and others who find it difficult: everybody struggles at first. The occasional moment of frustration that comes with drawing is a part of the process; it encourages you to seek and be curious. Without a certain amount of struggle no learning would take place, so be gentle with yourself and stick with it.

Before launching into this book it’s worth reading the next few pages; they serve as an introduction to drawing and a key to how to use the book. Enjoy.



Draw Dogs in 15 Minutes

This book intended to provide you with the guidance you need to make quick sketches of dogs from life as well as more sustained studies from photos and pictures. It contains practical strategies for drawing that can be adapted to suit your needs. I’ve avoided hard and fast rules so the instruction isn’t intended to be dogmatic but can be interpreted to suit your way of working. This is a book of well-formulated, practical advice I’ve developed over years spent teaching thousands of students.

Why 15 Minutes?

It takes time to learn to draw well, but it needn’t take long to pick up some basic skills. You don’t always need to spend a long time on a drawing to make it “good”; some of the best drawings are swift, energetic studies that capture the feel of the subject in a few well-placed lines. This book focuses on the core skills of drawing, all of which can be utilized in a 15-minute study. A quarter of an hour is all you need to make a competent, engaging sketch of a dog, or any other subject. Practicing studies of that length will build the skills you need to make swifter, shorter studies or longer more developed drawings. That said, we all work at different paces and the important thing isn’t how long you take to finish a drawing, but how much you learn from the process of making it.

Make Time to Learn

If you’re learning from scratch you’ll have worn down plenty of pencils to stumps before you really start to be happy with your drawings. Learning to draw takes curiosity and application. It is a personal and open-ended journey limited only by the time you can put in and your enthusiasm for your subject matter. If you spent 15 minutes drawing dogs every day (in the park, at home, even at bus stops) it would take a while for your skills to improve, but you’ll make measurable progress in a few weeks. Find time to draw for three hours each week and after a year you’ll be able to do things you hadn’t thought possible before; a year isn’t a long time! However much you manage to practice, enjoy the process and accept that your drawings won’t always turn out as you had hoped. You need to make a lot of mediocre drawings before you create one good one.

How to Use the Book

Dip in and out of these chapters as you need to, getting as much hands-on practice as possible. Hopefully you’ve read the introduction, so here is a key to the later chapters.

CHAPTER 2: WHAT YOU NEED

This will help you prepare your materials and make sure you’re set up right to work from life, or from photographs.

CHAPTERS 3: LEARNING TO DRAW

This will give you a good foundation in the attitudes and techniques of drawing any subject.

CHAPTER 4: DRAWING DOGS

This chapter introduces a practical approach for drawing dogs, covering all stages of a drawing followed by practical exercises to help you develop your own drawing process.

CHAPTER 5: GOING INTO DETAIL

This chapter contains spotlights on how to draw different features of a dog as well as reference sketches for different breeds of dog and various dog poses. Dip in and out of this chapter, as you need to.
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WHAT YOU NEED

Your Materials

A bad workman might blame his tools, but a good draftsman can be bought down by poor-quality pencils and the wrong paper. A well-executed drawing made with poor implements on sub-par paper just isn’t a good drawing. The techniques described in this book can broadly be applied to all drawing materials but you’ll find you need to adapt the approaches for different media.

For the drawings in this book I used:

A 2B graphite pencil

A plastic eraser (cut in half to give a sharp edge)

A good pencil sharpener

95lb, or 140 gram per square meter (gsm), off-white drawing paper

Always start simple; pencil and charcoal are staples of drawing because they are versatile and adaptable. There are a huge range of drawing materials available and over time you’ll find the best materials for your style. Experiment with as many different drawing materials and papers as possible before you settle on one thing, and once you find something you like, be picky and make sure you’re always equipped with material that will show your drawings off to the best of their potential. Here’s some infomation about various types of commonly used media.


Paper

You need a paper that suits your drawing material, as the surface will make a real difference to how your marks look on the page. The tone and color of the paper can also change how a drawing appears, so be sure to take this into account
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