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  INTRODUCTION


  My first trip to Yellowstone was the summer before I started eighth grade. We hit it on a family road trip west from our home in Maryland. I’d like to say my memories of those days were vivid and exciting. I’d be lying. For weeks before we left home, my dad, who had lived in Great Falls, Montana, and spent many weekends exploring Yellowstone in the 1960s before marrying my mom, told my younger brother and I stories about bears that stuck their heads into your car, even your tent. There were tales about water exploding up out of seemingly nowhere. I couldn’t wait to experience these things myself.


  By the time my family made it to Yellowstone in the late 1980s, the park had begun managing human/bear interactions. And by “managing,” they meant preventing them from happening as much as possible. We didn’t see a single bear in the park, much less have one stick its head into our tent.


  To a precociously imaginative kid like myself, tales about water exploding suddenly out of the ground had conjured up a vision much more awesome than the reality of Old Faithful. (Nothing less than a Mt. St. Helens–level eruption would have satisfied my expectations.) Since I knew little to nothing about geology, I couldn’t appreciate the awesomeness happening underground that caused Old Faithful’s faithfulness.


  But the trip wasn’t totally a waste. I do have vivid memories of driving around Jackson, Wyoming, looking for a hotel when we rolled into town without a reservation (some things don’t change). I remember our car muscling its way up the Beartooth Pass between Cooke City and Red Lodge, Montana, and thinking it improbable and astonishing that such a landscape, and road, existed. How had a road been built in such hostile geology? There were snowbanks, taller even than my mom and dad! I could have a snowball fight with my younger brother! In August! How could this many lakes exist so close to each other, and each be more beautiful than the last? And there was the bear I so wanted to see, even if it was a speck in the distance (and might really have been a tree stump). My takeaway from that trip was that Yellowstone was so much more than the national park. The whole area around the park was magic.
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  Immediately after graduating from college, I ended up moving to Jackson, an hour from Yellowstone’s South Entrance. But, for more than 20 years now, I’ve been working on appreciating the awesomeness of the world’s first national park, and having experiences in it not even my prolifically creative 12-year-old self could have thought up.


  Exploring Yellowstone has brought me much joy, but exploring the towns and communities around it has brought me even more. Since there is no shortage of books about Yellowstone, the world’s first national park, this book focuses instead on the communities around the park. Yellowstone is unique among America’s 143 national parks and monuments for many reasons, including the fact it has five different entrances, each of which is at least a 2-hour drive from its nearest neighboring entrance. Yellowstone is larger in size than Rhode Island, Delaware, and Washington, DC, combined.


  The communities nearest these five entrances—Jackson Hole and Cody, Wyoming, and West Yellowstone, Cooke City, and Gardiner, Montana—are as diverse as the geological wonders within Yellowstone. This book starts at each of Yellowstone’s gateway communities and then, extending about 100 miles away from the park, tells the stories of people, events, local institutions, and places in an attempt to provide a true and well-rounded sense of place.


  Within 100 miles of a Yellowstone entrance, you’ll find everything from the seed potato capital of the world to the country’s second-largest Superfund site, the continent’s most challenging ski resort, an artist who majored in agricultural business, the largest National Historic District in the country, a wildlife art museum that includes pieces by Picasso and Warhol in its collection, and a bakery that makes the best pain au chocolat this side of Paris, among other things. Most of the road trips are organized geographically—keeping the people, places, and events of Teton Valley, Idaho, or of Butte, Montana, together. But every once in a while—like with the art and culture scene in Jackson Hole near the southern entrance—I made a road trip thematic.


  I gave up a winter of skiing to write this book. If you enjoy reading it half as much as I enjoyed researching and writing it, I’ll consider the sacrifice worth it.
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  THE ENTRANCES


  Located mainly in northwestern Wyoming, Yellowstone National Park is the world’s first national park. Parts of it also stretch into Idaho and Montana. To access the park, choose between five entrances and their nearby towns.


  NORTHEAST ENTRANCE


  Closest to Cooke City, Montana, and its sister village Silver Gate, Montana, this entrance gives you the best access to Yellowstone’s legendary Lamar Valley where grizzlies, black bears, bison, and wolves roam. Tucked between Yellowstone’s Northeast Entrance and the imposing Beartooth Mountains, the tiny outpost of Cooke City (year-round population: seventy-five) has a downtown that spans only a few blocks but offers good dining and lodging options. In summer, travelers can reach Cooke City via the Beartooth Highway or the park. In winter, this entrance is closed and the only way into the park is through Yellowstone’s North Entrance near Gardiner.


  NORTH ENTRANCE


  Want to experience some of the West’s most spectacular scenery in a town that can feel like a cross between Northern Exposure and Animal Planet, given its wild neighbors living up the street in Yellowstone National Park? Head to Gardiner, Montana, just 5 miles from the steaming terraces of Yellowstone’s Mammoth Hot Springs, one of the park’s many natural wonders. Sitting at the only year-round entrance to the world’s first national park, pretty much everything in Gardiner is colorful from the scenery and people to the names of dishes on menus, adding a poetic slant to your visit.
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  EAST ENTRANCE


  The closest town to Yellowstone’s East Entrance is 50 miles away in Cody, Wyoming. Named after onetime resident and western showman Buffalo Bill Cody, it’s home to a top-notch museum complex, an Old West replica town, and historic reenactments. Cody doesn’t disappoint on the modern front either. There are lively rodeos, down-home restaurants, and even a zipline. The closest year-round airport to Yellowstone National Park (Yellowstone Regional Airport) is here, making Cody an especially convenient launching point for trips to the park.


  SOUTH ENTRANCE


  Take one part historic cowboy charm, add a healthy dash of modern glamour, and finish with a heaping portion of world-class mountain scenery, and you’ve got Jackson, Wyoming—Yellowstone’s southern gateway town and one of the most beloved getaways in the Rocky Mountains. Situated on the doorstep of Grand Teton National Park (GTNP) and 57 miles from Yellowstone’s South Entrance, Jackson’s (Jackson Hole refers to the entire valley) fantastic dining, outdoor recreation, and cultural attractions make it more than worth a visit in its own right. This entrance is convenient for those wanting to visit Grand Teton National Park in addition to Yellowstone. It’s home to the Jackson Hole Airport, which is serviced by a handful of airlines.


  WEST ENTRANCE


  This entrance is the park’s busiest, so it’s no wonder that West Yellowstone, Montana, is a bustling gateway with dining, shopping, and attractions for travelers. Located just across the Wyoming border in Montana, West Yellowstone is a convenient entrance town for those coming from Idaho or western Montana, especially Missoula. Visitors will find lots of Wild West flavor, plenty of lodging, and a mix of cultural and outdoor activities. Catch a show at the Playmill Theatre or study up for your park trip at Yellowstone IMAX, which shows a rotating series of movies about Yellowstone, wildlife, and pioneer history.


  WHERE TO STAY


  With nine accommodation options in Yellowstone National Park, it can be difficult to figure out where you should stay in the summer. Do you stay in a historic hotel near Old Faithful or a cabin closer to the wildlife lounging in the Lamar Valley? Read on to find the lodging that best suits your needs. Be forewarned that there are no TVs, radios, or air-conditioning in park accommodations, but the fresh night air will cool you down enough to want a blanket. If you are planning on visiting in winter, there are only two lodges open in the park: Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel & Cabins and Old Faithful Snow Lodge & Cabins.
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  Built in the early 1900s, the Old Faithful Inn is arguably Yellowstone’s most iconic hotel. It’s certainly the hotel that garners the most reservation requests every year. It’s a National Historic Landmark and the world’s largest log cabin structure. Its lobby was designed to create a sense of community, and you will literally find people from all over the world gathering here, swapping stories and listening to the live piano music. The inn has 327 rooms, ranging from suites and luxury rooms to rooms without bathrooms. It typically opens in early May and closes in early October.


  OLD FAITHFUL LODGE CABINS


  Not to be confused with its older neighbor, the Old Faithful Inn, the Old Faithful Lodge Cabins offer great views of the iconic Old Faithful geyser. There are log cabins that were built during the 1920s in addition to a one-story lodge with large logs, stone pillars, and a cafeteria-style food court. In 2016, sixty-seven cabins were renovated to provide guests with a more contemporary cabin experience. The cabins are typically open mid-May to early October.


  MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS HOTEL & CABINS


  Stay at Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel & Cabins and you’ll be within a few minutes’ walk of Mammoth Hot Springs, the peculiar terraced hot springs you can explore via boardwalk. Located near the North Entrance of the park near Gardiner, Montana, and built in 1936, this grand hotel and cabins offers rooms or cabins with or without bathrooms and a cabin that features a six-person outdoor hot tub. It also features a guest wing that was originally built in 1911. In 2017, the hotel lobby, retail shop, map room, and hotel rooms were renovated. During the summer season, it’s open late April through early October. In winter, it’s open mid-December through early March.


  ROOSEVELT LODGE CABINS


  At Roosevelt Lodge Cabins, you are a short drive from the wildlife mecca of Yellowstone’s grand Lamar Valley. Choose between two types of cabins to spend the night. The Frontier Cabins have two double beds and are equipped with a shower, toilet, and sink. The Roughrider Cabins are a bit more spartan. Each comes with one or two double beds and a wood-burning stove to keep you warm. There are no bathrooms in these cabins, but you can use a communal shower and bathroom facility nearby.


  All cabins are a short stroll to Roosevelt Lodge, one of the most charming and intimate restaurants in the park. Just to be clear, the lodge itself is a restaurant, not a hotel. The cabins typically open in early June and close early September.
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  Next page: If you’re visiting Mammoth Hot Springs, you can stay at Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel & Cabins.
JIM PEACO/NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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  LAKE YELLOWSTONE HOTEL & CABINS


  While many think Old Faithful Inn is the oldest in the park, they are incorrect. Built in 1891, Lake Yellowstone Hotel & Cabins wins the prize. Located near the shores of Yellowstone Lake and Hayden Valley, which is known for its wildlife, this beautiful yellow hotel with large white columns underwent a $28.5 million renovation in 2014. The renovation included all guest rooms, the dining room, bar, and public spaces and a redesigned deli. Lake Yellowstone Hotel offers wired Internet service and a business center. Choose among suites, deluxe hotel rooms, standard rooms, and even cabins clustered near the hotel. The hotel opens mid-May and closes early October.


  LAKE LODGE CABINS


  Located near the shores of Yellowstone Lake, the Lake Lodge Cabins’ lodge is a charming shingle and log-hewn building with a large porch. Inside are two fireplaces. Choose among 186 cabins, many built in the 1920s, and some built later, that come with a variety of amenities. The Western Cabins are the priciest and are built in modules of four or six and are furnished with two queen beds. The Frontier Cabins were built in the 1920s but recently renovated and feature one or two double beds and a bathroom. The Pioneer Cabins are the least expensive and were built in the 1920s. They feature one or two double beds and a bathroom. The cabins are open early to mid-June to late September.


  OLD FAITHFUL SNOW LODGE & CABINS


  Built in 1999, this lodge is the newest kid in the park, the latest full-service lodge to spring up in Yellowstone. It’s near the legendary Old Faithful Geyser and offers a full-service dining room, quick-service Geyser Grill, and a gift store. It’s tucked a little farther away from the action in comparison to its sister hotels, the Old Faithful Inn and Old Faithful Lodge Cabins. Because it’s less than 20 years old, its appearance, furnishings, and decor are contemporary. Choose between two types of lodge rooms or two types of cabins. For the summer season, the lodge opens at the end of April and closes at the end of October. In winter, the lodge opens mid-December and closes early March.
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  GRANT VILLAGE


  Closest to Grand Teton National Park, which lies south of Yellowstone, Grant Village was built in 1984 and is in the West Thumb area of Yellowstone. It has six two-story lodges with fifty rooms each. The lodge rooms were remodeled in spring 2015 and include two double beds, a bathroom with a shower or shower/bath combination, and an activity table with chairs. You can keep small items cool in the room refrigerator and satisfy your caffeine fix with the coffee brewer. There’s the Lake House Restaurant with large windows looking right out onto the lake. Or dine in the pines at the Grant Village Dining Room, a full-service restaurant that sits amid lodgepole pine trees and offers views of the lake. Grant Village lodging accommodations are open mid-May through early October.


  CANYON LODGE & CABINS


  Located on the park’s east side near the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone River, the Canyon Lodge & Cabins is the biggest lodging property in Yellowstone. It also underwent a 2-year lodging redevelopment that included the construction of five new lodges and 400 guest rooms. Choose among a variety of suites, lodge rooms, and cabins. Since its renovation, the property is now hailed as a very eco-friendly place to stay. When you walk in, you’ll find wainscoting and coat racks made from beetle-kill wood, which is wood from pine trees in the region decimated by the pine beetle. You’ll also see countertops made from recycled glass, much of it from the park, and recycled fly ash, which is a by-product of coal burning. In addition, there’s LED lighting and low-flow toilets. Canyon Lodge is open from the beginning of June through early October.


  

  To make reservations for lodging inside Yellowstone National Park, go online to yellowstonenationalparklodges.com or call (866) 439-7375.
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  48 HOURS IN YELLOWSTONE


  Only have 48 hours? Make the most of your time by visiting some of our favorite spots in the park.


  SEE MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS


  Walk along a mile-long boardwalk to see the colorful travertine terraces formed by hot springs rising to the surface and depositing dissolved limestone in dramatic, staircase-like patterns. From these Lower Terraces, you can reach the Upper Terraces via a staircase.


  STROLL MIDWAY AND LOWER GEYSER BASINS


  Head to Midway Geyser Basin and walk along the boardwalk to see one of the world’s largest, deepest hot springs, Grand Prismatic Spring. It’s larger than a football field at 370 feet across and deeper than a ten-story building at 125 feet.


  WATCH OLD FAITHFUL


  Take a seat and watch the world’s most famous geyser. It erupts about twenty times a day. The front desk of the Old Faithful Inn posts eruption times.


  DINE AT OLD FAITHFUL INN


  A trip to Yellowstone would not be complete without seeing the largest log structure in the world, the Old Faithful Inn built from 1903 to 1904. Breakfast and lunch are first-come, first-served, but you need to make dinner reservations in advance. Can’t get dinner reservations? Have a drink and appetizers in the Bear Pit Lounge.


  WAKE UP WITH THE WOLVES


  For your best chance of seeing a wolf, get up before sunrise and head to the Lamar Valley in the park’s northeast corner. Use your binoculars or scope at the roadside pullouts and you may see bears, bison, deer, and osprey.


  EAT AT ROOSEVELT LODGE


  Built in 1920, Roosevelt Lodge, one of the park’s most charming and intimate restaurants, has a wonderful front porch with rocking chairs where you can have a drink and take in park views. Inside, the log building is wonderfully authentic with food for every dietary need.


  CRUISE TOWER ROAD AND HIKE MT. WASHBURN


  Head south from Roosevelt and stop at the 132-foot Tower Fall. Continue to drive up the 8,859-foot Dunraven Pass. At the top, park and hike the 3.1-mile (one way) trail to Mt. Washburn’s 10,243-foot summit.


  VIEW WILDLIFE IN THE HAYDEN VALLEY


  This grassy valley supports huge herds of bison, grizzly bears, elk, coyotes, wolves, moose, and bald eagles. Stop at one of the pullouts, especially at dawn or dusk, to see these iconic Yellowstone animals with binoculars or a scope.
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  PACKING LIST


  You are headed to Yellowstone National Park, where you will find half of the world’s geysers and more wildlife than anywhere else in the Lower 48. From high mountain peaks to green valleys and alpine rivers, there are hundreds of places to explore. But how do you pack for Yellowstone? Here are the most essential items.


  BINOCULARS OR A SPOTTING SCOPE


  Don’t miss seeing that grizzly across Hayden Valley or the wolf trotting through the grass in the Lamar Valley. Bring along a good pair of binoculars or a spotting scope to see all the wildlife Yellowstone has to offer. It’s worth talking to your local camping store employee about the different types of binoculars for sale as not all are created equal. You don’t want to end up with an extraordinarily weak pair, nor a pair too heavy to hike with. Photo tip: Put your cell phone camera up to the spotting scope lens to take a close-up shot of the herd of moose in the distance.


  BEAR SPRAY


  The Greater Yellowstone region is home to about 700 grizzlies, so bear spray is a must in Yellowstone if you plan on doing any sort of hiking or walking on trails. The park advises everyone on the trails to carry bear spray and know how to use it in the event you encounter a grizzly. You can purchase bear spray at camping stores (don’t try to bring it on the plane) in the towns near the park, or you can rent it from the kiosk at the Canyon Village Visitor Center. Keep in mind, the best prevention is going to visitor centers to find out what areas to avoid, walking in groups of three or more, keeping at least 100 yards between you and a bear, and making noise as you hike to avoid surprising a bear. (See the sidebar on page 27 for more information.)


  A SUN HAT, SUNGLASSES, AND SUNSCREEN


  You only need to have experienced the sun in the West one time before you realize how strong it really is, especially since Yellowstone sits at an average elevation of 8,000 feet. Bring a wide-brimmed hat, which is preferable over a baseball cap, to cover your entire face. Then, apply sunscreen over all exposed skin, including the back of your neck. Sunglasses will protect your eyes from being burned, and polarized lenses will help you see views more clearly. Don’t forget, you are 8,000 feet closer to the sun than at sea level. Purchase sunglasses straps if you plan to be on the water.


  [image: There are lots of places to hike in and around Yellowstone National Park. Just make sure you pack all the right items. GRANT ORDELHEIDE]


  STURDY HIKING BOOTS


  To make the most out of your trip, pack a pair of supportive, waterproof, and breathable hiking boots. The advantage to boots over athletic shoes is the hard, unyielding sole that will protect your feet as you walk over rocky surfaces. Boots will allow you to navigate wet and dry trails with ease and enable you to explore farther than you otherwise would have.


  A RAIN JACKET


  Who brings a rain jacket to the dry West? Everyone should because in the summer, afternoon rainstorms roll in almost like clockwork. The good news is they pass quickly. The bad news is the temperature drops dramatically when it rains, turning a warm day into one that feels freezing. When it rains and temperatures plummet, you want a jacket that can keep you warm and dry.


  A COUPLE WATER BOTTLES OR A HYDRATION SYSTEM


  The average elevation of Yellowstone National Park is 8,000 feet. Combat the effects of high elevation and sun by drinking water almost constantly. Because the air is dry, your sweat quickly evaporates. Often, you won’t know you are sweating. Drinking water ensures you won’t get dehydrated, which can lead to headaches and more serious conditions like heat cramps and heat stroke. Plan to drink .5–1 liter per hour of hiking. Even when you are not recreating, be sure to keep drinking. If your urine is clear, you are hydrated. Hydration packs allow you to keep sipping even as you are on the move.


  WARM AND COLD CLOTHING LAYERS


  When you are sitting in sweltering heat in Chicago, it may seem totally ridiculous to pack a winter hat and warm layers for your Yellowstone trip. Ignore your inner cynic. At 8,000 feet, park temperatures can fluctuate 30 degrees in 1 day, going from 40 degrees F in the night to 70 degrees F in the day. Be sure to pack light layers for daytime and others that will keep you warm in the evenings, including a winter hat and a down jacket, for when the sun sets and cooler air moves in. You will be surprised at how quickly temperatures drop as the sun sets.


  A STAR CHART


  You’ll find some very dark skies in Yellowstone, which is hundreds of miles from major cities. With a star chart, you’ll be able to identify some of the formations you may never have seen before, especially if you are coming from an urban environment. Or use technology and download the SkyView free app for iPhone or Android. You may be able to see up to 15,000 stars in the Wyoming sky in comparison to 500 in an urban sky. It’s far out!


  STURDY WATER SHOES


  If you plan on river rafting, canoeing, or kayaking, you will want a good pair of water shoes. Flip-flops are not recommended for water activities as they will get stuck in the mud and either break or get swallowed down river. A covered rubber-toed shoe can help you avoid getting bruised toes from river rocks or cuts from stray logs.


  [image: GRANT ORDELHEIDE]


  A TABLECLOTH


  It’s the little things that make a big difference. When you stop at the roadside weathered picnic table to eat lunch, pull out your tablecloth to go from down-home to gourmet in a matter of seconds. You’ll also avoid getting hard-to-remove splinters when you lean against the table.


  BUG SPRAY


  Spend more time enjoying the scenery rather than swatting bugs. If you don’t want to use traditional formulas that include strong chemicals, there are plenty of bug sprays available these days that are made from natural ingredients and are safer for use by children.


  DAYPACK


  Make going for a stroll at Mammoth Hot Springs or a longer hike to Fairy Falls easier with a daypack. Place all your (and your family’s) essentials like extra layers, extra snacks, a flashlight, binoculars, and simple first-aid kit in it.


  HEADLAMP


  Read at night in your tent comfortably with your headlamp or use it to safely walk to and from evening ranger talks.


  DOWNLOAD SIGHTSEEING APPS


  You’re less likely to miss the highlights of the areas you are driving by if you listen to the GyPSy Guide. The tour app uses your device’s location abilities to play the commentary automatically as you drive, recommending places worth pulling over for and providing background stories.


  To find out when various geysers are estimated to erupt, download the free National Park Service Yellowstone Geysers app from iTunes or Google Play. You do need Wi-Fi or cell phone service, which can be spotty in the park, to access the predictions.


  PLASTIC BAGS


  Plastic bags come in handy to pack out used toilet paper if nature calls while you are hiking. It’s a big no-no to try to bury toilet paper in the backcountry. It has to be packed out.


  WILDLIFE OF YELLOWSTONE


  There’s a lot of wildlife to see in and around Yellowstone if you know where to look for it. When viewing bears and wolves, keep a safe distance of at least 100 yards between you and the animals. With all other wildlife, keep a distance of at least 25 yards.
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  Roughly 4,600 bison roam in Yellowstone. At the turn of the 20th century, America’s wild bison, which at one time numbered 60 million, had dwindled to about two dozen animals. The bison in Yellowstone today are descendants of those survivors. Bison can weigh up to 2,000 pounds, and although they may seem docile, they are unpredictable animals and have been known to charge at visitors who approach them too closely.


  WHERE TO SEE THEM: In Yellowstone, check out the Lamar and Hayden Valleys. Both are great places to watch bison. Also, look for them near Pelican Valley. In Grand Teton, look for them along the Snake River from Jackson Lake Dam south to Moose.
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  These omnivores can weigh up to 400 pounds and stretch from 2 to 4 feet tall. They can be black, blond, or brown, which can lead visitors to misidentify them as grizzlies. They follow their mostly vegetarian food sources up and down the park. In spring, they feast on shrubs and new shoots in the forest. Throughout summer and fall, they retreat to the cooler alpine zone, chasing berries and trout. Black bears hibernate during winter and mate during the summer. Litters typically consist of two cubs.


  WHERE TO SEE THEM: In Yellowstone, see them in the Lamar and Hayden Valleys. In Grand Teton, look for them in Two Ocean and Emma Mathilde Lakes, Colter Bay, and Teton Park Road.
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  In summer, Yellowstone houses about 10,000–20,000 elk. The population drops to 5,000 in winter. Many area elk winter in the National Elk Refuge near Jackson. Adult bull elk weigh up to 700 pounds, while adult females may weigh up to 500 pounds. Their rear ends are white and often give them away to passersby. Elk congregate at lower elevations during mating season, also known as “the rut,” from September to October, making fall the best time
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  We are extremely grateful to talented professional photographers Grant Ordelheide and Nick Cote whose stunning photographs fill this book. They bring to life the West in ways few can. We thank them for the enthusiasm they poured into this project and for their persistence in driving the extra mile (or 250) to get the best shots. Both traveled through rain, snow, and blue skies to capture the vibrant people and places that make the Yellowstone region one of the country’s most fascinating.


  Lastly, we work under the umbrella of Active Interest Media in Boulder, Colorado, and are thankful to the wonderful community of outdoor professionals and enthusiasts with whom we work with every day.


  DINA MISHEV


  If it weren’t for Harrison Ford, I would have moved to Colorado or maybe Utah when I decided I wanted to spend my first year as a college graduate learning how to ski. But, since Indiana Jones lived in Jackson Hole at the time, and because Jackson Hole had a world-class ski resort, I moved to the northwest corner of Wyoming. Even though I’m long over my coed infatuation with Indiana Jones, he still gets a big thank-you for leading me to the amazing valley that has been my chosen home for 20 years and that has so shaped who I am today.


  Before Indy though, were my parents, Beth and Boyan Mishev, who raised me to be the kind of independent, adventurous (sometimes much more so than they would like), confident, and brave woman who would move to a tiny town where she knew no one, but did know her favorite movie star lived there. I can’t thank my mom and dad enough for all of their love and support and awesomeness, and also for giving me such an amazing brother. This was not always the case, but today Rob Mishev is one of the people I admire most in this world. He and his wife, Gaby, are the parents of my two nieces, Maggie and Lila. I created a few of the road trips in this book with the hope we could one day do them together.


  The residents and communities in and around the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem were as helpful in the writing of this book as they are interesting. Everyone who suggested someone for me to include, and everyone whom I included, gets a thank-you as big and as solid as the Tetons. Derek Stal gets a special thank-you for being my happiness magnifier.
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