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Deep within the United Kingdom’s Security Service is the Bureau, operating outside MI5 and MI6. Its key operative is Paul Chavasse, one of the most deadly enforcers the government has ever had. And he’s not even English.

The Bureau is a highly secret component of the British Intelligence community, in place to handle those cases which are too sensitive for the better-known agencies. Operating out of a fine house in London disguised as Brown & Company, Importers and Exporters, the department is a small one with just a few operatives.

Paul Chavasse, the product of a British–French union, is said to speak more languages than ‘you’ve had hot dinners’. Over the years he has achieved several university degrees while working for this clandestine arm of the British government. It was the languages and the education that attracted the Bureau to recruit him, pulling him out of a professorship in a provincial university. Chavasse has been sent around the world to handle cases that others have failed in or don’t want to touch. He longs for the chance to return to a quiet life but he knows he would quickly grow too bored to enjoy it.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The Keys of Hell was first published by Abelard-Schuman in London in 1965 under the name of Martin Fallon, one of the pseudonyms used by Jack Higgins during his early writing career. A fast-moving thriller set in Italy, it was the third in a six-book series about an impressive agent named Paul Chavasse, who joined James Bond, George Smiley, ‘Harry Palmer’ and other notable spy characters who dominated popular fiction in the 1960s. But Jack Higgins went on to score bigger hits with other characters and projects, and the ingenious Paul Chavasse series was quickly forgotten.

In response to his publishers’ demand for more adventures, the very short The Keys of Hell was extended by Jack Higgins in 2001 with the addition of a supplementary narrative set thirty years later. Presented in this new edition as a postscript, the extra material gives the reader a glimpse of Paul Chavasse towards the end of his career in the Bureau, and a chance, perhaps, to re-evaluate Chavasse’s place in the pantheon of 1960s spy heroes.
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There are no keys to hell – the doors are open to all men.

Albanian proverb




1

When in Rome …

When Chavasse entered the Grand Ballroom of the British Embassy, he was surprised to find the Chinese delegation clustered around the fireplace, looking completely out of place in their blue uniforms, and surrounded by the cream of Roman society.

Chou En-lai surveyed the scene from a large gilt chair, the Ambassador and his wife beside him, and his smooth impassive face gave nothing away. Occasionally, guests of sufficient eminence were brought forward by the First Secretary to be introduced.

The orchestra was playing a waltz. Chavasse lit a cigarette and leaned against a pillar. It was a splendid scene. The crystal chandeliers took light to every corner of the cream-and-gold ballroom, reflected again and again in the mirrored walls.

Beautiful women, handsome men, dress uniforms, the scarlet and purple of church dignitaries – it was all strangely archaic, as if somehow the mirrors were reflecting a dim memory of long ago, dancers turning endlessly to faint music.

He looked across to the Chinese and, for a brief instant, the white face of Chou En-lai seemed to jump out of the crowd, the eyes fastening on his. He nodded slightly, as if they knew each other, and the eyes seemed to say: All these are doomed – this is my hour and you and I know it.

Chavasse shivered and, for no accountable reason, a wave of greyness ran through him. It was as if some sixth sense, that mystical element common to all ancient races, inherited from his Breton father, were trying
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Special Agent Paul Chavasse is about to start a much-deserved holiday when he is abruptly pulled back to active duty. He knows that if he’s being called into action, a job has gone badly wrong – and it’s about to get a lot worse.

Somewhere in Germany is hidden a manuscript that could rock Western Europe to its foundations: the testament of Martin Bormann. As Hitler’s private secretary – and an influential member of the Third Reich – the terrible secrets Bormann carried into oblivion are about to be revealed. Many who are now in power have much to lose.

With instructions to secure the manuscript at all costs, British Intelligence's toughest trouble-shooter soon discovers that he isn't the only one trying to get his hands on the book. And his rivals will go to any lengths – any lengths – to beat him to it.

‘Open a Jack Higgins novel and you’ll encounter a master craftsman at the peak of his powers … first-rate tales of intrigue, suspense and full-on action.’ – Sunday Express

‘Higgins is a master of his craft.’ – Daily Telegraph

‘A thriller writer in a class of his own.’ – Financial Times
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In 1959 agents acting for British Intelligence masterminded the famous escape of the Dalai Lama from Tibet. For Paul Chavasse, expert linguist and special agent of the Bureau, it had been a once-in-a-lifetime mission …

But three years later, Whitehall summons him again for a top secret mission against the occupying Chinese forces. Chavasse is the only man who knows about Tibet. Who knows about the evil its oppressors are capable of. Who knows how to bring a vitally important space scientist back to the West alive.

An illegal plane flight through the Himalayas, a dangerous rendezvous with the Tibetan freedom fighters, almost certain confrontation with a trigger-happy army and a vicious captor … Chavasse knew his mission would be difficult and dangerous. No one warned him it would be impossible.

‘Open a Jack Higgins novel and you’ll encounter a master craftsman at the peak of his powers … first-rate tales of intrigue, suspense and full-on action.’ – Sunday Express

‘Higgins is a master of his craft.’ – Daily Telegraph

‘A thriller writer in a class of his own.’ – Financial Times
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After a botched mission in Albania, Paul Chavasse has been put out to grass. The Bureau figured their best agent was finished. But for Chavasse it is far from all over, as he seeks to rebuild his strength under the guidance of a martial arts master. And he is going to need every ounce of it.

In the Scottish Highlands, the Royal Artillery is testing a lethal new weapon. A Russian trawler fleet is nosing about in the Atlantic in entirely the wrong season. And a very rich Australian is using his financial power to put together an army.

Mission-ready or not, Paul Chavasse must prevent the government’s deadliest missile technology from falling into enemy hands. An enemy who is one of the most dangerous men in the world. But once upon a time, so was Paul Chavasse.

‘Open a Jack Higgins novel and you’ll encounter a master craftsman at the peak of his powers … first-rate tales of intrigue, suspense and full-on action.’ – Sunday Express

‘Higgins is a master of his craft.’ – Daily Telegraph

‘A thriller writer in a class of his own.’ – Financial Times
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With commando-like precision, an international escape ring is breaking Britain’s top criminals out of jail. Saboteurs, murderers, traitors, spies – all vanishing without a clue. Special Branch has discovered that Harry Youngblood will be next, but they are helpless to stop it.

What they need is an agent with the cunning mind of a criminal and the cold heart of a killer. And the willingness to go to prison.

Enter Paul Chavasse, who pulls off a spectacular robbery and gets seven years as Youngblood’s cellmate. And when Youngblood is sprung, Chavasse goes too, following a bizarre trail that takes him across the country and out into the English Channel for a violent showdown.

‘Open a Jack Higgins novel and you’ll encounter a master craftsman at the peak of his powers … first-rate tales of intrigue, suspense and full-on action.’ – Sunday Express

‘Higgins is a master of his craft.’ – Daily Telegraph

‘A thriller writer in a class of his own.’ – Financial Times
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When Special Branch identifies a gangland boss caught in the nets of a fishing boat, his rotting body weighted down with seventy pounds of chain, they suspect the involvement of ruthless cross-Channel people traffickers and hand the case over to British Intelligence.

The last time the Bureau had been called in, their undercover agent Paul Chavasse had ended up in jail. But that was nothing compared to this. This time Chavasse knows his enemy.

As he embarks on what will be one of the most dangerous missions in his extraordinary career, Chavasse infiltrates the operation and soon discovers that these are no small-time smugglers. The perpetrators will stop at nothing to protect their brutal trade. Is this mission too deadly even for Chavasse?

‘Open a Jack Higgins novel and you’ll encounter a master craftsman at the peak of his powers … first-rate tales of intrigue, suspense and full-on action.’ – Sunday Express

‘Higgins is a master of his craft.’ – Daily Telegraph

‘A thriller writer in a class of his own.’ – Financial Times




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jack Higgins lived in Belfast till the age of twelve. Leaving school at fifteen, he spent three years with the Royal Horse Guards, serving on the East German border during the Cold War. His subsequent employment included occupations as diverse as circus roustabout, truck driver, clerk and, after taking an honours degree specializing in Psychology and Criminology, teacher and university lecturer.

His thirty-sixth novel, The Eagle Has Landed (1975), turned him into an international bestselling author, and his novels have since sold over 250 million copies and have been translated into sixty languages. In addition to The Eagle Has Landed, ten of them have been made into successful films. His most recent bestselling novels featuring Sean Dillon were A Devil is Waiting, The Death Trade, Rain on the Dead and The Midnight Bell, all of which were Sunday Times bestsellers.

In 1995 Jack Higgins was awarded an honorary doctorate by Leeds Metropolitan University. He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and an expert scuba diver and marksman. In 2014 he was awarded an honorary degree by the University of London. He died in 2022, at his home in Jersey, surrounded by his family.
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