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Allen Bolden, a Christian of two years wrote,



Are You In The Transformation Mode? Jesus Then and Now is an ever-present challenge for me and the Christian culture we have created. We have found comfort in our own attainment rather than the atonement of Jesus. Christs great works then are exalted and his power today questioned. We love our system about God over loving God himself. Jesus Then and Now challenges us to the core of our evolved paradigm. I am also encouraged to remember that Jesus (God in the flesh) not only saves sinners, but wants to be near to us. As we interact with non-believers as well as other believers we are reminded that people have real problems and need real solutions. As this book puts it, Why do we starve ourselves when we have so much access to power? I am encouraged to take this challenge of having faith that through the Holy Spirit, Jesus can show himself more powerful than ever in our families, our nation, and the entire world.



Allen is a twenty-five year old Certified Public Accountant. He and his wife, Olivia resides in Nashville, Tennessee. I personally requested his endorsement because he is most certainly in The Transformation Mode.



Brent Dennard, a Christian of twenty- six years wrote,



  Ernie Heavin does a remarkable job depicting Are You In The Transformation Mode? Jesus Then and Now by relating current day Jesus Now through thought provoking real life situations that cause you to reflect back on Jesus Then. After reading the book, you will see that Ernie clearly relates how Jesus is the same today, tomorrow and forever. For we are all born as sinners and saved by Gods extravagant grace. Through my life journey, God has always been there and never strayed. His word is the same today as in the past. Too often we try to make Christianity a complicated faith and are unaware that God made trusting in him so clear that even a child can understand it. We, as Christians need to humble ourselves daily at the cross of Jesus.



Brent and his wife, Patti, live in Georgetown, Kentucky. Together, they own and operate the local Chick-fil-A store. I personally requested his endorsement because he models the Christian who is in The Transformation Mode.
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Preface



Are You In The Transformation Mode? Jesus Then and Now is not a scholarly work nor did I intend for it to be. I preach the word as my vocation, but that is not who I am. Like everyone else I need to be in the transformation mode, to become more like Jesus. Therefore, the question addressed at the end of every chapter will be,



Is there anything that is happening in you that is changing your wantsthat is changing your thoughtsthat is changing your way of thinkingthat is changing your valuesthat is changing your directionthat is changing your goalsthat is changing your ideals? Are you in transformation mode? Jesus did not just ask us to follow him, but to become like him..are you in the transformation mode?



Just Something To Consider:



as you approach Gods Holy Word, remember,



Scripture is inspired, you are not, so be humble.



Scripture is authoritative, you are not, so be obedient.



Scripture gives us divine information with the power from the Holy Spirit for transformation, to become like Christ..so be moldable (Romans 12:2).



Words Are Powerful!



and so the words we choose to spread the message of the Gospel should be chosen carefully. The last written words we have from the Apostle Paul before his execution are recorded in the letter we know of as 2 Timothy. He is encouraging him to remember the scriptures and to keep in mind, regardless of circumstance, to continue preaching.



From 2 Timothy, chapters 3 & 4, before I preach a single word to my congregation, I silently pray the following:



In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and in view of your appearing and your kingdom, guide me as I preach your word.



With the authority of the scriptures, fully inspired by you, the very sacred writings which are to instruct us for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ: Teach us what we need to be taught. Admonish us if we are in need of being admonished. Correct us in the areas we are wrong.



Train us in the ways of living before you. This I pray, so that we may be proficient, equipped for every good work and opportunity you set before us, with the utmost patience in teaching. May we be absorbed with the very words and thoughts of the Living God.



It is my prayer that you will be greatly blessed, strengthened, corrected (when need be) and encouraged by reading Are You In The Transformation Mode? Jesus Then and Now.



Ernie Heavin




Introduction



Have you ever wondered if you had lived during the days of Jesus if you would have been as narrow minded as the Pharisees,1 as clueless as the twelve disciples, or as perplexed as Jesus family?



The Pharisees:



They were so angry at Jesus for challenging their theology and religious rituals that they even teamed up with their enemies, the Herodians2 in order to plot Jesus murder.3 They surmised, Sure, he performs a lot of miracles but he does it through the power of Satan.4 They would do anything and use anyone in order to entrap Jesus; even at the cost of humiliating a woman they so happened to catch in the very act of adultery.5



The Twelve:



Scripture tells us they were so hard hearted that when Jesus warned them to beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod they thought he was talking about bread.6 They were so sectarian minded and ignorant that they tried to keep someone from casting out demons in Jesus name merely because he wasnt part of their own group.7 The irony was they failed to do the very thing this other fellow had been doing all along.8 And they could be so arrogant and insensitive that they would argue about who was the greatest just moments after Jesus had shared with them that he was about to be betrayed.9



The Family:



With all Joseph and Mary witnessed and heard through the angels from above, why were they so perplexed at the twelve year old Jesus statement, Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be at my Fathers business?10 Mary and Jesus siblings were so caught off guard that they fell for the media hype believing that Jesus had lost his mind and went out to restrain him.11 Some of his own brothers were so callous that they encouraged Jesus to go public, even though they knew the Jewish leaders were searching for him, so that they could arrest him and put him to death.12



Or..Just Maybe:



Maybe you would have been like the Centurion Roman soldier who showed more faith than anyone in Israel, so much so he actually amazed and astonished, Jesus!13 Or maybe you would have been one of those people who lost a loved one to death only to receive him/her back from the grave..or maybe it could have been you who died and came back to life just because Jesus called out your name Lazarus, come forth!14 How do you think you would have responded to Jesus Then? Maybe a more important question would be, how are you responding to Jesus Now?



Do you recall that day (Matthew 13:1) when Jesus was confronted by the theological thugs and spiritual police because they thought Jesus disciples were breaking the Sabbath and how he counter-attacked? Had you learned what this means, I desire mercy and not sacrifice you would not have condemned the innocent.15 This wasnt the first time that Jesus had addressed them in this manner.16 Have you ever wondered if you would have been among those unjustly condemned, or would you have been one of those who convicted the innocent?



On that very same day Jesus went to the synagogue (church if you will). The Jewish leaders attended hoping to trap him in order to make charges against him so that they could kill him. It backfired. However, they werent finished with their days work. It was on that very day that once again they accused him of being demonic, getting his power from Satan. Others were asking, Could it be that Jesus is the Son of David, the Messiah? No! they responded. Hes evil. Hes of Satan. Later on some teachers of the law would ask him for a miraculous sign and then they would believe him but Jesus didnt bother. And why should he since even if he did give them a sign they would have attributed it as demonic as well. Then scripture tells us his family thought he had lost his mind17 so they sent him a message, Jesus, can we have a word with you? People are talking. Youre acting weird. Lets talk. Mom wants to see to you, too. Jesus said, My mother and brothers are those who do the will of my Father in heaven.



On that very same day Jesus taught a series of parables beginning with the one we know best, The Parable of the Sower. The point? Listen. Pay attention. Concentrate and keep focus on Gods word. The religious right wasnt listening. They were focused, but not on hearing what Jesus had to say. They were focused on how to destroy him and get their religious power back. When he had finished he returned to his hometown and taught some more. And people scoffed at him some more. Where does he get this wisdom and power to do miracles? Hes just a carpenters son. We know his family. Who does he think he isand scripture tells us they were deeply offended. Matthews closing comment encapsulates how Jesus day had been:



A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own home town and among his own family. And so he could only perform a few miracles because of their unbelief.18



  Now, I think that the following question is more than fair to ask: Is it possible that the reason God doesnt seem to break through and work powerfully in so many lives of Christians and churches because their faith is so smallor due to plain unbelief? Could it be that instead of witnessing the lives of Christians becoming more and more like Christ, we witness believers merely mellowing out in old age because they are not nor have ever really been in the transformation mode?

 

If you had lived around Jesus, how would you have responded to him? Maybe one of the best ways to answer this question, How would you have responded to Jesus Then is to ask an even more important question, and that is, How do you respond to Jesus Now?



We now return to the question stated in the preface of this book. It is, after all, the question that each of us needs to answer. Is there anything that is happening in you that is changing your wantsthat is changing your thoughtsthat is changing your way of thinkingthat is changing your valuesthat is changing your directionthat is changing your goalsthat is changing your ideals? Are you in the transformation mode?



Chapter 1

Grace With Skin On It

Jesus Then

John 1:1-18


Was With God? And Is God?


How can the Word (a reference to Jesus) be with God and yet be God? Thats sort of like saying, Im Ernie and Im with my wife, Karen. And I am Karen. Is Jesus with God or is he God? I believe the answer to that question is, yes. He is both/and. However, I really cannot explain how Jesus can be with God and be God. I used to rack my brain trying to figure out those two verses until it dawned on me that its not the how of the passage we are to take note of, but, the Who that is important and being stressed. The Who..the Word..Jesus.the man.the God!


The Word, The Logos: If we were to open a bible dictionary or commentary Im afraid it would require a whole chapter just to try to define what logos means not to mention having to discuss the history of the word, Word or logos itself, so lets try this; lets make it rather simple and to the point. Lets define Logos, not with a paragraph or even a sentence but with a word, just one wordLogo.


In A Word, Jesus Is Gods ..Logo


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.19


In the beginning is a reference to Genesis 1:1 when God (the Word/Jesus) created the heavens and the earth. From the Greek word, logos we derive logic (or reason) thus the word, logo. A logo is a visible representation of an idea. When you see a picture of the Golden Arches you immediately think of McDonalds. Three cows each holding a sign with the message..Eat Mor Chikin, and Chick-fil-A emerges into our psyche. When you think of Jesus, the Word or the Logos, we think of God. Jesus is Gods logo, his living logo. Jesus being Gods logo is the epitome of the saying, like father, like son. What Jesus said, God would say. What Jesus did, God would do. In a word..Jesus is Gods logo, a visible representation of God.


Through The Word.Jesus Is Gods Creative Agent


Jesus said,


But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.20


In other words, you can tell a lot about a person by what he or she says, from what comes out of their mouths. And this is true in the positive sense as well, for from out of the mouth the heart speaks, and so we can know a lot about the heart or mindset of God as he has spoken creation into existence. In Genesis chapter one there are three phrases that continually spring up during the creative order..And God said.and it was so..and it was good. If you want to have a glimpse into the heart of God you merely need to reflect upon the creation that he spoke into existencefor out of the mouth the heart speaks and his heart has spoken loud and clear.


Regarding creation there are only two philosophies of thought that determine whether you are a unique creation or merely commonplace within the creative order. The first philosophy is that you were created or made in the image of God. The second philosophy is that you were created or made in the image of nothingness.


Creation Theology: made in the image of God21


Then God said, Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.22


Being created in the image of God is what gives us our uniqueness. When a person speaks about having an identity crisis, what he is doing is trying to figure out who he is in relation to the world he sees around himself, how he fits in the cosmos. He is trying to understand his purpose in life, questioning its meaning and what it represents. Too often








































































	1)
	What do you think of the phrase, Grace with skin on it?







	2)
	When you think of Jesus does the idea of the Creator, The God, come to mind? When you pray to God, does the image of Jesus come to mind?







	3)
	Discuss the difference between Creation Theology and Cockroach Theology and the difference it would make how one lives and reasons and believes.







	4)
	What is your understanding between the difference of The Created State, the Fallen State and the Re-Created (born again) State?







	5)
	Have you been able to come up with a face or image of a man you know in his early thirties and consider what it would be like if he was God in the flesh? Could you imagine praying to him, begging him to spare the life of your child, this Grace with skin on it?









	1)
	The Apostle John felt quite comfortable with Jesus Then, when he was actually God in the flesh but the Jesus Now is someone, something so awesome that John falls to ground in fear, as if dead. How do you associate the Jesus Then with the Jesus Now and what difference does it make in your relationship with him?







	2)
	His eyes are like flames of fire. When He speaks his voice thunders..and yet he says, Dont be afraid. Discuss the following: Grace with skin on it and yet, so much more.
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