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The present volume is the progressed efforts of the author's long cherished design to preparer a popular and reliable narrative of border warfare and Texas frontier history, no satisfactory account in connected form having ever before appeared; indeed it is the first serious attempt in that direction, and the author's purpose will have been accomplished if it should prove of value and be handed down to posterity with increasing interest to each generation, which is but natural as we recede further and further from that dark era of fearful strife so long waged between the red men and their white conquerors.

Let the reader remember that this work has been put forth and executed through great labor and painstaking research for data, and a judicious sifting of the wheat from the chaff, that the story might conform to truth, and thus possess a positive value, a mine of historical wealth which will prove the most wholesome of mental pabulum; though the story be told with lack of facileness; with more regard for exactness of statement than ornateness of style or grandiloquence.

The complete story in all its thrilling details will never be told, from the lack of reliable data and because of the vastness of such an undertaking——as so fittingly expressed by the versatile J. H. Beadle, as he crossed Red River into Texas on his tour of the "Western Wilds":

"Here we enter the land of border romance. Hence to the Rio Grande southwest, and to the Rocky Ridge west and northwest, every grove, canyon and valley has been the scene of romantic and daring incident; but should I attempt to repeat all that are told here, the world itself, to borrow a simile from Scripture, would not contain the books that should be written."

Very properly the narrative opens with the arrival of the first American settlers within the game preserves of the native and ferocious. Caranchua tribe——the present volume chronicling the bitter strife down through the colonial and revolutionary periods, and closing with the last days of the Texas Republic; a second volume covering the era of statehood and ending with the last conflict between red and white men on Texas soil, in comparatively recent years.

Along this line our State's history has been sadly deficient, and tradition only has preserved much of deep interest for the pen of the faithful historian. The present work, however, does not aspire to the dignity of a State's history, but rather as an urn in which are gathered the fragments, sifted, and shorn of fiction; and which may serve the conscientious and capable historian to weave a more complete chronicle of a matchless and incomparable history.

For more than a third of a century the writer has utilized his spare moments in the gathering of materials for this work; narratives of Indian hostilities to the early settlers and subsequently against the frontier settlers; verifying reports of engagements by interviews with many of the actors and eye witnesses of the actions and events related, and by untiring and voluminous correspondence with others and with those best informed on the early history of settlements and affairs of the frontier; of course carefully consulting all published histories, and especially files of our early newspapers——the most profitable source of all——no efforts having been spared in any direction to attain a completeness of facts, and hence I may confidently say that no other history has been written that has been so carefully collated from original sources of information upon the subject to which it relates, and I might, perhaps, also say that none will ever be. The early settlers are not only passing away, but have passed. The recollections of the few who remain can add but little, either of narrative or correction, to the defective record as a whole, of Indian hostilities.

Historians have often regretted that the reader can be but imperfectly introduced to the private and domestic life of the people. The dignity of councils, the parade of camps and armies, prevent the historian from attempting the "short and simple annals of the poor." The history of Indian hostilities, in some measure incidentally supplies this defect, affording a glimpse of the people as they were, vivid and faithful as a photograph.

I can say that the impartial truth of history has been strictly adhered, to in these pages now before the reader.

Of whatever value or importance this history may be to present or future times, the events which it relates are, and always will be, the beginning of Texas history. The Indians will always appear in the opening chapters, and their wild, uncouth figures will be defined on the horizon to which attention will be first directed, while their opposers and final conquerors, the equally courageous and dauntless pioneers and border troopers will stride boldly forth in the great pageant and mingle freely in every page of the fiery and blood reeking border history.

The scenes here recounted, the deeds of prowess, acts of heroism, tales of adventure, cruel sufferings and harrowing events portrayed, will never again be enacted; there are no more frontiers to be defended, the day and usefulness of the pioneer is past; the Indian, as a foe, is forever gone; there will never be more border Wars.

JAMES T. DeSHIELDS.

San Marcos, Texas, October 1912.
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BORDER WARS OF TEXAS.

CHAPTER I.
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1819-1823——Early Conditions——First Fight——Austin's Infant Colony——Skull Creek Encounters——Horse Thieves——The Famous Canoe Fight——Fight in the Cane Brake——Austin Leads Expedition Against Caranchua——Last of the Caranchua.

THE history of that period in which the Spaniards occupied Texas——1690 to the Mexican revolution in 1820——and not inappropriately called "The Mission Era," has much to do with the native and migrated tribes who had occupied the country from earliest times. But no systematic account of the Indian troubles of this period has ever been attempted; and indeed the materials for such a narrative are yet to be searched out and translated from the documents and archives of that time. Enough, however, is known to warrant the assertion that the bold Apache and Comanche in their perennial raids and depredations were the dread and scourge of the western frontier under both Spanish and Mexican rule.

Being in fact the rightful owners of the country, to which a native tribe gave name *, by priority of occupation at least, these brave and warlike tribes held all intruders as vassals to their powerful confederacy. The following statement by historian Kennedy will serve to illustrate the conditions in that section during the time referred to:

"In the destruction of the Missions, the Comanche were the principal agents. Encouraged by the passive submission of the Mexicans of mixed blood, they carried their insolence so far as to ride into Bexar, and alight in the public square, leaving their horses to be caught and pastured by the obsequious soldiers of the garrison, on pain of chastisement. To raise a contribution, they would enter the town with a drove of Mexican horses, stolen by themselves, and under pretense of having rescued the Caballado from hostile Indians, would exact a reward for their honesty! They openly carried off herds of cattle and horses from the settlements east of the Rio Grande, sparing the lives of the herdsmen, not from motives of humanity, but because they deemed it impolitic to kill those who were so useful in raising horses and mules for the benefit of the Comanche."

[* From an old tradition we learn, and are inclined to believe, that, "Texas" is an Indian name, derived from the word "Tehas," and signified, paradise; and applied to the country in the gorgeous beauty of its virgin existence, was certainly an appropriate name.]

Thus we see the lordly Comanche were more than a match for the Spaniards and Mexicans, and after more than a century of untiring effort to conciliate and christianize these Indians, and to people the territory of Texas, Mexico * was willing to give up in despair. But a new era dawned in the history of Texas, henceforward the red men must deal with a more formidable intruder——that invincible vanguard of western civilization——the American pioneer.

[* "The leading object of the Mexican Government in allowing the colonization of Texas," says Newell, "was undoubtedly the protection of her frontiers from the hostile invasion of the Indians. The Comanche and other tribes had waged a constant and ruinous warfare against the Spanish settlements at Bexar and Goliad, on the western limits of Texas and extended their ravages also beyond the Rio Grande. Mexico, even under the government of old Spain, had been unable to subdue or restrain them, and she would have had to abandon Texas altogether, if not other parts of her territory, had she not found a people, willing, for the sake of a small portion of her soil, to go in and subdue them." (History of the Texas revolution, pages 14-15)——"And yet," adds Yoakum, "the colonists have been charged with ingratitude. Wherein? They were invited to a desert. They came, and found it inhabited by Indians and those of such audacity, that even in San Antonio, where the Mexicans mostly lived, they compelled the citizens and soldiers in the place to hold their horses while they paraded about the town; these savages the colonists had to subdue at their own expense and on their own account. Mexico gave them nothing——the lands only were valuable because they made them so. They were determined to keep it free, not only from Indian cruelty, but Mexican tyranny." (Texas, Volume 1, Pages 245-246.)]
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FIRST FIGHT.
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The first conflict between Anglo-Americans and Texas Indians occurred on Galveston Island late in the fall of 1819, antedating more than a year the arrival of Moses Austin at San Antonio de Bexar, seeking permission to establish a colony in the province of Texas.

At that time the patriotic but unfortunate General James Long, venturing a second expedition into Texas, was fortified with fifty-odd of his followers at Bolivar Point, opposite the east end of Galveston Island. A French sloop, freighted with Mexican supplies, wines, etc., and bound for Cassano, stranded near the present city of Galveston. The Caranchua Indians, to the number of 200 warriors, were encamped in the immediate vicinity, and at once attacked and butchered all on board the luckless craft, destroying the cargo, and indulging in a drunken carousal and war dance.

Long determined to avenge this outrage, and after nightfall, with thirty men, crossed over in small boats to the island; and while the orgies were at their height, made a vigorous attack upon the unsuspecting and jubilant savages. Quickly rallying from their surprise and confusion, the Indians secured their weapons, and yelling furiously, met their assailants with determined courage. Superior in numbers, they were a full match for the whites. A desperate hand to hand fight of doubtful issue, now ensued; but Long effected a timely retreat to his boats, leaving thirty-two Indians killed, and many wounded; three of his own men were killed and two (George Early and another) badly wounded, besides several slightly, wounded. Two Indian boys were taken prisoners and retained by the whites, one being accidentally killed some time afterwards.
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LONG'S FIGHT ON GALVESTON ISLAND.
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Prior to this engagement, in 1818, while Galveston Island was occupied by Jean Lafitte, the celebrated pirate chief, some of his men kidnapped a young Caranchua squaw Through revenge the Indians crossed over to the island and discovering a party of the pirates out hunting, ambushed and killed four of them; whereupon Lafitte, with 200 men and two small pieces of artillery attacked some 300 of the tribe then encamped at a place since locally known as the "Three Trees," and after a desperate fight, in which some thirty warriors were slain and a much larger number wounded, forced them to disperse to the mainland. None of LaFitte's men were killed, but a number were badly wounded with arrows.

In 1821, after LaFitte was forced to abandon his "little kingdom" by the United States naval authorities, a Dr. Parnell, with a party of about twenty men, visited the island to search for supposed buried treasures. Encountering- about 100 Caranchua at their favorite camp, the "Three Trees," the Americans again attacked and defeated the Indians, who left the island, forever, it is said, carrying off several dead and wounded, and leaving one of their children prisoner. The only casualty to the whites was the slight wounding of Dr. Parnell——an arrow pinning his cap to the skin of his head, which he failed to notice till after the fight.

"It was these attacks," suggests historian Yoakum, "that made the Caranchuas so hostile to Austin's colonists in after years."

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

AUSTIN'S INFANT COLONY.
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A new era had dawned in the history of Texas. The fair land; was not destined to remain an unsettled and savage infested land——civilization was rapidly advancing to the Southwest, the American pioneer was coming as the courier and advance guard. Austin and his first colonists had boldly entered the wilderness, and were determined to maintain a foothold, though they did so under difficulties, and suffering great privations. The first settlers arrived on the Brazos River during the last days of December 1821, and the dawn of New Year's Day, 1822, marks the date of the first permanent Anglo-American settlement in Texas.

Austin's colony soon attracted the attention of home seekers throughout the whole Southwest, and other settlers continued to arrive overland and by water. In June 1822, the schooner, "Only Son," with upward of ninety emigrants (among them Horatio Chrisman, who became the noted surveyor and Indian fighter of Austin's Colony) and supplies for the new colony, anchored in Matagorda Bay. A few days later another vessel, from New Orleans, entered the mouth of the Colorado. Among the passengers aboard the vessel, from New Orleans, was Samuel M. Williams, afterwards the famous secretary of Austin's Colony. The passengers from both vessels were landed on the west bank of the Colorado, at a point three miles above its mouth, where they went into camp and erected temporary storage for their goods. Before leaving for the interior, a treaty of friendship was formed with the Indians, and four young men were left to guard their property, while six of their number, including Helm and Clare, were dispatched to La Bahia for means of transportation. On returning with Mexican carts, they found the camp had been attacked, guards murdered, and the supplies all destroyed or carried away by the faithless and fiendish savages. This was a most serious loss to the emigrants, and caused them much suffering for lack of provisions, and other necessities.

The sad news reaching the settlement, a party of colonists were soon collected, armed, and in pursuit. Locating the camp of the enemy, the settlers made a surprise attack, recovering a remnant of their supplies, and routing the Indians with some loss.

Thus hostilities commenced, and, with brief intervals, was carried on for years, resulting in the loss of many valuable lives and the final extermination of this once powerful and formidable coast tribe. With savage stealth, the Indians often lay in ambush till the men would leave their cabins, when, without warning, they would rush upon the unprotected and helpless women and children, who pleaded for mercy in vain. On one occasion, only one child out of a large family, was found alive, but it was mortally wounded by an ugly arrow. * The white's may not have been so wantonly cruel and bloodthirsty; they were equally stubborn and determined. The conflict was inevitable, irresistible——one of expulsion and extermination. Scores of tragedies were enacted between the emigrants in Austin's Colony and the Aborigines during the first years of its feeble existence——the particulars of which, alas, were never recorded! Such reliable notes as we have been able to gather, mostly from the "Kuykendall Reminiscences," will be given in the order of their occurrence.

[* Mrs. Helm's "Scrap of Early Texas History," Page 36.]
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SKULL CREEK ENCOUNTERS.
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During the spring of 1823 a severe drouth prevailed, and but a scant crop of corn was made that season in the colony. In the summer three young men were ascending the Colorado River with a canoe load of corn, which they had raised on the cane lands below the settlements. * Near the mouth of Skull Creek, a few miles from the present town of Columbus, in Colorado County, they were waylaid and fired upon by the Indians, Loy and Alley being killed. John C. Clark, however, with seven severe wounds, swam to the opposite shore, and, by secreting himself in a dense thicket, escaped, and recovered——to live many years and accumulate immense wealth. He died in 1861.

[* The manner in which the land was prepared was simple. The cane was burned off and holes made in the ground with handspikes, where the corn was planted. The land being: very rich, a good yield was obtained in this manner. "Dewees Letter from Texas." Page 39.]

Later, the same day, and near the same place, Robert Brotherton, a young man recently from St. Louis County, Missouri, unexpectedly rode among the same party of Indians, thinking they were friendly Tonkawa. Losing his gun in the struggle to free himself, he put spurs to his horse and escaped with a painful arrow wound in the back.

Reaching the settlement, Brotherton gave the alarm. "When this news was received," says Kuykendall, "about a dozen of the settlers led by my uncle, Robert Kuykendall, went in pursuit of the Indians. The Tonkawa were at that time camped near his house, and the settlers thought it prudent to take their chief (Carita) with them to insure the good behavior of his people during the absence of the party, whose families would be unprotected until their return.

Upon arriving near the mouth of Skull Creek, the party halted in order to spy out the Indians, and some time after dark, they heard them in a thicket pounding briar root. Locating the enemy, the settlers dismounted, secured their horses, and awaited the coming day. "By the morning twilight they were enabled to find a small path which led into the thicket and to the camp of the Indians, and as silently as possible," says one of the party," we crawled into a thicket about ten steps behind the camp. Placing ourselves about four or five steps apart, in a sort of semicircle, and completely cutting off their retreat from the swamps." As the first Indian arose, the signal for action was given. The surprise was complete. The settler's rushed on the camp and delivered a deadly fire. Nine or ten warriors were killed on the spot; ten more were slain in their wild attempt to retreat; two escaped badly wounded. The encampment was destroyed, and the settles returned home without further incident. This was a severe blow to the Caranchuas, and it caused them to leave the settlement for a time and to use more stealth and precaution in their depredations.
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"OH LORD MARY ANN'S A WIDOW."
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During the fall and winter of 1823-24 Austin's colony was in a very feeble condition. The impresario Austin, recounting the trials and privations of his colonists at this early period, says, "They were totally destitute of bread and salt; coffee, sugar, etc., were remembered and hoped for at some future day. There was no other dependence for subsistence but the wild game, such as buffalo, bear, deer, turkeys and wild horses, (mustangs). The Indians rendered it quite dangerous ranging the country for buffalo; bear were very poor and scarce, owing to failure in mast, and poor venison, it is well known, is the least nutritious of all the meat kind. The mustang horses, however, were fat and very abundant, and it is estimated that at least one hundred of these were eaten the first two years.

"The Caranchua Indians were very hostile on the coast; the Waco and Tehuacana were equally so in the interior, and committed constant depredations. Parties of Tonkawa, Lipan, Beedie and others were intermingled with the settlers; they were beggarly and insolent, and were only restrained the first two years by presents, forbearance and policy; there was not force enough to awe them. One imprudent step with these Indians would have destroyed the settlement, and the settlers deserve as much for their forbearance during the years 1822 and 1823, as for their fortitude."

"In 1824, the strength of the settlement justified a change of policy, and a party of Tonkawa were tried and whipped in the presence of their chiefs for horse stealing."

Thus the impresario Austin himself, has given us a brief, but vivid picture of what must have been the difficulties, privations and dangers which had to be borne and overcome during the first years of his colony. Austin himself was absent from his colony for several months, being very unexpectedly called to the city of Mexico, to secure ratification of his colonization contract by the new, revolutionary formed, government of Iturbide. The Indians were more or less troublesome and threatening; provisions were scarce, "store bought," clothing was an almost unknown luxury, and many privations, as well as real sufferings, were experienced. To give the readier a better knowledge of the deplorable conditions and gloomy prospects existing in the infant colony at that period, we extract briefly from letters and narratives of some of the early settlers:

Colorado River, Coahuila, and Texas.

December 1, 1823.

Dear Friend:——Since I last wrote, our sufferings have been very great for want of provisions. On account of dry weather our crops were very poor, and are now entirely spent. The game has left this section of the country, and we are now very much pressed for food. There have been a great many new settlers come on this fall, and those who have not been accustomed to hunting in the woods for support, are obliged to suffer. Were it not for a few boys who have no families, their wives and children would suffer much more than they now do; in fact, I fear some of them would starve. Those of us who have no families of our own reside with some of the families of the settlement. We remain here, notwithstanding the scarcity of provisions, to assist in protecting the settlement. We are obliged to go out in the morning, a party of us, to hunt food, leaving a part of the men at home to guard the settlement from Indians, who are very hostile to us. Indeed, we dare not go out and hunt except in companies, as we are obliged to keep en a lookout, lest the savages fall upon us; and one cannot hunt and watch too. Game is now so scarce that we often hunt all day for a deer a turkey, and return at night empty handed. It would make your heart sick to see the poor little half naked children, who have nothing to eat during the day, watch for the return of the hunters at night. As soon as they catch the first glimpse of us they eagerly run to meet us, and learn if we have been successful in our hunt. If the hunters return with a deer or turkey, the children are almost wild with delight; while on the other hand, they suddenly stop in their course, their countenances fall, the deep, bitter tears well up in their eyes and roll down their pale cheeks.

'Tis truly heart-rending to see us return home after a hard days hunt without any game, knowing, as we do, that the women and children are entirely without food, and can have nothing until we find it in our hunt. No one can know our sufferings, or even imagine our feelings, unless they have been in similar situations. And to render our situation the more dreadful, our sufferings the more acute, we are often obliged to get the women of the different settlements together, and make a kind of fort to protect them from the merciless savages. It is surprising to see how bravely the delicate females bear up under their sufferings, without a murmur or complaint. 'Tis only by their looks they show their feelings. When we seem the least discouraged, they cheer us with kind words and looks, and strive to appear cheerful and happy. They do more when we are worried out with toil and fatigue——they take our guns in their hands and assist us in standing guard.

"Our prospects for the winter look very gloomy. If the Indians attack us, I scarcely know what we shall do; but I hope for the best, and trust that we shall be provided for in some way. Were it not for the Tonkawa Indians, a small tribe who are friendly to us and; supply us with dressed deerskins, we should be almost entirely destitute of clothing. Once in a great while we are able to obtain a small piece of unbleached domestic, or a bit of calico, at the exorbitant price of seventy-five cents a yard, from someone passing through the country; but this is very seldom. The common dress of men and children is made of buckskin, and even the women are often forced to wear the same.

Your affectionate friend,

W. B. Dewees."

Captain Jesse Burnham in his "Reminiscences," after telling of his enfeebled condition from sickness, and that, "we got out of bread" and had no food £or two days, says:

"At last I heard one of my children say, "I am so hungry." I was too feeble to hunt, but I got up and began to fix my gun slowly. I didn't feel as though I could walk, but I started on my first hunt. I had not gone far when I saw two deer, a fawn and its mother. I shot the fawn first, knowing the doe would not run far, then I shot and killed her. "O-ho," I said, "two deer in one day, and my first hunt!" I took the fawn to camp to my hungry children and took William, my oldest boy, and a horse after the doe. My wife had dressed a skin and made William a shirt, but it lacked one sleeve, So she dressed the fawn skin that day and made the other sleeve."

"We were still out of bread, and it had been nine mouths since we had seen any. A man from lower down the country came up and told me he had corn that he had planted with a stick——there were no plow's or hoes in the colony. I gave him a horse for twenty bushels and went twenty-six miles after it with two horses, and brought eight bushels back. I walked and led my horse. I had prepared a mortar * before I left home to beat it in, and a sieve made of deer skin stretched over a hoop and with holes punched in it. We would have to be very saving, of course, and were allowed only one piece of bread around.

[* Many of the first emigrants to Austin's Colony had not even a hand mill, and for a long time their only means of manufacturing meal was by pounding the corn with a wooden pestle in a mortar made in a log or stump. The first saw and grist mill propelled by water, was erected on Mill Creek, by the Cummings family. It went into operation in the year 1826. One or two horse mills had been erected a short time before.——Kuykendall's Reminisces.]

"About this time my oldest daughter's dress wore out before we could get any cotton to spin, and she wore a dress of dressed buckskin. I had pants and a hunting shirt made of deerskin. My wife colored the skin brown and fringed the hunting shirt, and it was considered the nicest suit in the colony."

Horatio Chrisman, the famous surveyor and early Indian fighter of Austin's colony, says: "All these emigrants suffered for want of provisions. We had about eight acres of corn which if not worked immediately, was certain to be lost. I could not stop the plow to hunt. I took no sustenance save a few stinted drinks of buttermilk until after I finished plowing over the eight acres. My plow animal was an old, slow, blind mule." A few weeks afterward, Mr. Chrisman learned that James Whiteside——whose residence was on the east side of the Brazos——had gone to the United States on business, and that his family, consisting of his wife and two little boys, had little or nothing to eat but lettuce. Sending out his excellent hunter, Martin Varner, he secured a very large buck, which he threw across his horse and carried to Mrs. Whitesides, a distance of twenty miles. "Aunt Betsey," says Chrisman, "never forgot this favor."

The lot of these first pioneer's was indeed a hard and rugged one, but in common, and they were ever ready to assist and protect each other at their own discomfort, and often at the risk of their lives.

During the summer Captain Chrisman was without a shirt, and wore a buckskin hunting shirt instead. Toward autumn he learned, that Colonel Jared Groce had some goods. He therefore visited the colonel to replenish his wardrobe. He bought a few yards of coarse brown "Holland," from which, he had a Mrs. Byrd to make him two shirts——"the best I ever wore, as they lasted three years." But we are digressing.
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HORSE THIEVES.
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Another sort of annoyance to the struggling colonists, and one that for a while threatened to be more serious than Indian troubles, was a clan of Mexican and American robbers and horse thieves that infested the colony about this time——some of them erstwhile denizens of the "Neutral Grounds," where they held undisputed sway and found a safe retreat. Others, "men who had fled from justice in the United States, and come to the colony with the hope of committing their depredations with greater impunity."——Yoakum's Texas, Volume 1, page 228.

"During the same summer," (1823), says Kuykendall in his Reminiscences, "A Frenchman and two Mexicans, all residents of Louisiana, returning from the Rio Grande with a small cavalcade, passed through our neighborhood and crossed the Brazos at the La Bahia Road. As they passed by the residence of Martin Varner, (near the present town of Independence), they stole his most valuable horse. Our Alcalde, Joseph H. Bell, ordered me to raise a few men and pursue the thieves. The men who went with me were Martin Varner, Samuel Kennedy James Nelson, Oliver Jones and George Robinson. About midnight of the day we started, we arrived at the creek much swollen by a recent rain. Dark as it was, we swam this stream, and about an hour before day, on the waters of the Trinity, we came upon the camp; and at daylight captured the thieves, and recovered Varner's and ten or eleven other horses. The culprits were tried by the local authorities and sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes, which sentence was duly executed; after which the Frenchman was released, it appearing that he was only accessory to the theft. "The principal was now carried before Alcalde Bell for further proceedings; again whipped, and released on the east side of the Braaos, with orders to depart the Colony," *

[* "At first" says Yoakum, "they were pursued, the property reclaimed, and the robbers whipped and turned loose, but this only seemed to exasperate and cause them to add murder to robbery, in order to prevent detection."]

Colonel Austin, as civil and military commandant, now adopted more drastic measures, determined to rid his colony of the scourge. An opportunity soon offered to carry out his plan. "A still greater outrage" continues Kuykendall, "was perpetrated this summer by another party of Mexicans from the border of Louisiana. They were en route to the Rio Grande, and finding a small party of Mexicans on Skull Greek, with a cavalcade which they were driving east, the Louisiana's camped with them. The ensuing night they fell upon their Rio Grande brethren, and after murdering two or three and dispersing the rest, took possession of the cavalcade. Carrasco, the owner of the horses, though wounded, escaped to the settlement on the Colorado; whereupon under Robert Kuykendall with a few men, started in pursuit of the thieves. It was soon discovered they had separated into two parties (having divided the horses), one of which had crossed the Colorado a short distance below the La Bahia Road, and the other many miles above it. The latter party, after crossing the river, fell into and followed the San Antonio Road and escaped to Louisiana, but the former was pursued and overtaken on the west bank of the Brazos, at the Cooshatte crossing. Two of them were killed and their heads stuck on poles at the roadside. The horses were also taken and restored to their owner. After this example, the "border ruffians" ceased their depredations within the bounds of Austin's Colony."

However, the Tonkawa, ever professing friendship for the whites, could not restrain their propensity for stealing, and committed numerous petty depredations.

"Toward the latter part of this summer," says Kuykendall, "a party of Tonkawa stole a horse from my father and several from Mr. Wheat. Father, Thomas Boatwright, my brother Barzillar and myself, pursued the thieves. At the infant town of San Felipe, then containing but two or three log cabins, we were joined by Austin and a few others, who went with us to Fort Bend, where we were joined by a few more men, making our force thirty strong. On approaching the Tonkawa camp, Carita, the chief, met the party, professing regrets that five of his young men had stolen the horses; that the animals would be restored and the thieves punished. Delivering the horses, the old chief pointed out the five men who had committed the theft, each of whom was sentenced to receive fifty lashes, and have one half of his head shaved. The sentence was fully carried out on four, one being excused for sickness, Chief Carita. inflicting one half, and Captain Kuykendall the other half of the lashes."

At this time there were two divisions of this tribe; the other encampment being on the Colorado under Chief Sandia. The combined number of warriors "did not much exceed one hundred——it certainly did not reach one hundred and fifty." *

[* Kuykendall's Reminisces.]

With the return of spring, favorable seasons and a fair yield of crops, came new life and renewed hopes for the struggling colonists. "New comers" were locating at different points, and a more prosperous and peaceful condition prevailed in the Colony. But the settlers were not long left undisturbed. The Caranchua soon renewed hostilities. In June of this year, a party of Caranchuas halted near the camp of Captain Robert Kuykendall, on Peach Creek, a few miles below Eagle Lake, killing some of his stock and shooting at his little ten year old son, who escaped and rode for assistance. Kuykendall, with his wife and smaller children secreted themselves in a thicket. Captain Ingram and a dozen neighbors soon came to their relief. The settlers followed the trail of the retreating Indians, which wound for several miles through a dense canebrake. When the pursuers arrived at the Colorado River, they espied the Indians on the opposite bank, where they were drying meat. "Spurring their horses to a gallop, they plunged into the river in the face of the enemy, who saluted them with a swarm of arrows, and fled to the adjacent canebrake. In the camp Alexander Jackson stooped to pick up a buffalo robe, when a "cloth-yard" arrow was driven through his elbow. A companion, John Clark, saw the Indian who had shot Jackson, in the canebrake, with his bow raised to shoot again. Clark quickly aimed and fired, the Indian falling dead, the rifle ball cutting his wrist, and penetrating his breast. The Indians being secure in their canebrake retreat, the settlers deemed it prudent to give up further pursuit."
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THE FAMOUS CANOE FIGHT.
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About this time Captain White, an old trader who lived at La Bahia, and owned a small boat, had an adventure with the Caranchua. Embarking at Port Lavaca his vessel, loaded with salt to exchange for corn, he steered up the Colorado to what is called "Old Landing," two miles from its mouth, where he landed, leaving his boat in charge of two or three Mexicans, and went up to the settlement in search of corn. A party of Caranchua were encamped near the landing, and professing friendship for White and his Mexican companion, requested him to visit them on his return, as they wished to trade for corn. Going up Peach Creek to the Kincheloe settlement, White found corn in exchange for his salt——the corn to be delivered to his boat, and the salt received there. Meantime the settlers were informed of the situation, and a runner sent sixty miles above for Captain Jesse Buman, who hastily collected a company of twenty-five and marched on the Indians. We quote Buman's own account: "White was to inform the Indians of his return, by making a campfire. He gave the signal just at daylight. I left twelve of my men at the boat, for fear the Indians might come from a different direction, while I took the other half and went down the river, to the Indians landing place. About half an hour by sun, the Indians came rowing up the river, very slowly and cautiously, as though they expected danger. The river banks were low, but with sufficient brush to conceal us. Just as they were landing, I fired on them, my signal shot killing one Indian, and in less than five minutes we had killed eight. The other two swam off with the canoe, which they kept between them and us, but finally one of them, raising his head to guide the canoe, received a mortal shot. I returned home without the loss of a man."
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DISASTROUS FIGHT IN THE CANE BRAKE.
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Through favorable reports sent out by Austin, his colony continued to increase in population——giving a semblance of strength that would better enable him to cope with the Indians. The land office was opened, surveyors appointed, and we are informed, about two hundred and fifty titles were issued to the original "300" settlers during this year. * "While the colonists busied themselves selecting locations, surveying lands, and making improvements, tidings came that a small party of emigrants, en route from the mouth of the Brazos, had been attacked and murdered by the exasperated Caranchua. Colonel Austin, to retaliate, and prevent a repetition of such outrages, in September, commissioned Captain Randal Jones, with; a company of twenty-three men, to proceed down the Brazos in canoes, reconnoiter the coast as far as Matagorda Bay, and, if found, show no mercy to the party that massacred the emigrants, as well as any other hostiles. Landing at a favorable position, scouts were sent out to reconnoiter. We quote from Jones' Journal: "Convinced that the Indians were secretly preparing for an attack, two of the scouts were dispatched up the river for reinforcements. At Bailey's store, on the Brazos, they were joined by eight or ten colonists already collected to watch the maneuverings of about a dozen Indians who had visited that place for ammunition. At daybreak the following morning, an attack was made, a few Indians were killed, and their discomfited companions routed."

[* 247 was the exact number of titles issued in 1824.]

In the meantime, directed by the loud wailing for their fallen comrades at Bailey's, Captain Jones ascertained that some thirty Indians were encamped on the west bank of a small, sluggish tributary of the San Bernard——since called Jones Creek.

Approaching under cover of night, within sixty yards of the encampment, the company halted, quickly prepared for action, and "when it was light enough to see their sights" made a furious attack. Although greatly surprised, the Indians quickly hid themselves in the reeds and tall marsh grass, Where they fought with great desperation and advantage. Exposed to the deadly balls and arrows of the Indians, the whites finally retreated, with a loss of three of their number, Spencer, Bailey and Singer. The Indians, too, suffered severely, their dead being estimated at; fifteen. A proportionate number were wounded on either side.

John Henry Brown says, "It was a clear repulse of the whites, whose leader, Captain Jones, was am experienced soldier of approved courage. Such a result was lamentable at that period in the colony's existence."

The whites returned home, and the Indians retreated westward across the San Bernard. Greatly incensed, and somewhat emboldened, the Caranchua now became more hostile and troublesome. *

[* During this year, Captain Chrisman, while out surveying with small parties of "land locators," had several skirmishes and numerous adventures with the Caranchua on the San Bernard River and Gulf Prairie.]
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AUSTIN LEADS EXPEDITION AGAINST CARANCHUAS.
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As the confines of Austin's colony were extending in every direction, many outrages were perpetrated on the more venturesome and exposed settlers. Colonel Austin, now deeming his forces sufficiently strong, determined to chastise and expel the thieving and murderous Caranchua from his colony. Accordingly, in July, he headed an expedition of forty or fifty armed men from San Felipe. Crossing the Colorado near Eagle Lake, and proceeding down the west side of the river to "Jennings Camp;" thence to the Lavaca below the mouth of the Navidad; most of the route being through the prairie country. Pioneers were detailed to open roads through the dense thickets and canebrakes, bordering streams they crossed. But the Indians had warning of this expedition and fled from the colony——west, toward the San Antonio River.

Returning to the capital for fresh supplies and reinforcements, Austin determined to pursue and deal these Indians a telling blow While they were united in their retreat.

This second expedition, of some ninety men, thirty of whom were Negroes, the slaves of Colonel Jared E. Groce, mounted, armed and commanded by him, left San Felipe in August; passing the Colorado at the Atascocito crossing, and following the Atascocito Road to the Guadalupe River, near the present town of Victoria; * thence marching in the direction of La Bahia, expecting to strike the Indiana west of the San Antonio River, on either Espirito Santo or Aransas Bays. "But on the Manahuilla Creek, la few miles east of that town," says John Henry Brown, "he was met by the priest, Alcalde, and citizens, who appeared as mediators for the Indians. The Caranchua, afore-time nominally belonging to the Mission of La Bahia as converted Indians, now seeing danger approaching, professed penitence, and appealed to the priest and Alcalde to avert their threatened destruction. The result was a conference and quasi-treaty, in which the Indians solemnly pledged themselves to never again come east of the San Antonio or Guadalupe Rivers. The colonists thereupon returned "home."

[* "At that time there was not a single habitation on the Guadalupe River from its head to its mouth"——Kuykendall Reminiscences.]

For a time these Indians remained quiet, the good priest exerted himself in their behalf, and hopes were entertained that he would succeed in bringing them under the benignant influence of Christian civilization. But "to the manner born" the Caranchua could not long restrain their murderous and thieving propensities; the treaty was soon broken, and for more than twenty years they continued to commit many petty, and some serious depredations. "In fact," says Kuykendall, "some of the greatest atrocities ever committed by these Indians in Austin's Colony, were perpetrated after this treaty was made. *

[* In the year 1826, Captain Aylett C. Buckner, defeated a party of Caranchua below Elliott's Crossing.]

In the winter of this year, the families of Flowers and Cavanaugh were murdered by the Caranchua. Captain Buckner, with a company, pursued the Indians to their camp on the bay about three miles east of the present town of Matagorda, where at day break he made a surprise attack, killing some thirty, and completely routing them. This was the greatest loss these Indians ever sustained in anyone fight with the colonists. Sometime during the year 1832, Captain John Ingram led a party of nineteen men in an attack on an encampment of Caranchua on Live Oak Creek, within the present limits of Matagorda County. The party fired on the Indians at the dawn of day, killing four or five and dispersing the remainder.
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FATE OF THE BEE TREE HUNTER AND THE CANOE FIGHT.
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"Near the mouth of the Guadalupe, in 1834," says John Henry Brown, "they were only deterred from attacking the party of Major James Kerr, surveying lands for De Leon's Colony, by a ruse practiced upon them by him; and during that year they were whipped in a fight near Laguna Verde, or Green Lake, now in Calhoun County, by a party of Mexican and American settlers commanded by the brave Captain Placido Venabides." "In the year 1834 or 1835," says Kuykendall, "the Tonkawa, instigated by the Mexicans of Victoria, treacherously assassinated fifteen or twenty of the Caranchua. The Tonkawa went to the camp of the Caranchua, taking with them a small boy, who secretly cut the bow strings of the Caranchua, when the Tonkawa fell upon them and murdered all but two or three."

In the spring of 1836, the Caranchua still counted twenty-five or thirty warriors. "When the army of invasion reached our frontier, they joined it, and fought against us at the Mission of Refugio in March 1836. They had previously offered to fight for the Americans, but their offer was either rejected or neglected.

About 1840 they were encamped on the Guadalupe River, below Victoria, near the junction of the San Antonio, and on account of some depredations committed by them, were attacked by the Mexican and American settlers of that vicinity, and many killed. "They fled to the Southwest, along the coast," says Kenney, "and their brief history hastens to its catastrophe."

In 1843 they were camped about fifty miles southwest of Corpus Christi, when they were found by a Mexican ranging company under Captain Rafael Aldrete, who had known them from his childhood as cannibal savages. He at once attacked and almost annihilated them, very few escaping. Their last notable, hostile act was the murder of Captain John Kemper at his home on the Guadalupe, Victoria County, in November 1845. Mrs. Kemper, with her two little children, and her mother, after the Indians had attempted to burn them with the dwelling house, escaped in the stormy night, and crept to the house of Alonzo Basis, situated twelve miles distant, on the Calito.

"The last that was seen of these Indian" says Kenney, "was in 1847, when a remnant of some eight or ten Caranchua crossed the Rio Grande at its mouth, begging their way into Mexico and oblivion." "In the year 1855," adds Kuykendall, "the once formidable tribe of Caranchua had dwindled to six or eight individuals, who were residing near San Fernando, State of Tamaulipas, Mexico."
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"Take it D——n You." and The Lurking Foe.
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CHAPTER II.
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1824-1825——Caranchua Depredations——Early Trials of DeWitt's Colonists——Edwards' Colony and the Fredonian War——Austin's Letter——Rebellion Ends.

AS we have seen the principal and most ferocious tribe with which Austin's colonists came in contact, on their arrival and for the first few years, were the Caranchua. But it was not long before the Waco, Tehuacana and allied tribes, were depredating.

In the spring of 1824, a party of Waco went down the Brazos as far as the Kuykendall settlement, where they stole thirteen head of valuable horses, and escaped with their booty, having been pursued some forty miles to the head of Cummings Creek where the trail was lost. Following this successful raid, the Waco again visited the settlements, and stole all the horses of Mr. John Cummings. "We followed the thieves as far as the Yegua, about fifty miles," says Kuykendall, "where we lost the trail in consequence of the great number of wild horses and buffalo which then ranged through that section of country." Many other depredations were committed by these Indians about this period, but details are too meager for record. *

[* In consequence of repeated thefts committed by the Waco and Tehuacana, Colonel Austin, in July 1824, sent Captain Aylett C. Buckner, with Judge Duke, James Baird, Thomas H. Borden, Selkirk, Jones and McCloskcy, on a mission to treat with these tribes. They took with them some goods to barter with the Indians for horses. They crossed the Brazos at the San Antonio Road and proceeded up the river on the east side to the Tchuacana village, crossing over to the Waco village, the site of the present city of Waco. They were well received by the Indians, who had recently returned from their summer buffalo hunt, and were feasting on buffalo meat, green corn and beans. They had also pumpkins and melons. They dwelt in comfortable lodges, conical in shape, the frames of which were of cedar poles or slats, thatched with grass. The largest of these lodges (their council house) was fifty-nine paces in circumference. The Waco and Tehuacana spoke the same language, and were essentially the same people. Judge Duke estimated the two tribes would number between 200 and 300 warriors. They had a great number of horses and mules——a small plug of tobacco being the price of a horse; a plug and a half that of a mule. They smoked the pipe of peace with the embassy, pledged themselves to peace and amity with the colonists. The embassy remained with the Indians two or three weeks, returning home by the same route they went out."——Kuykendall's Reminiscences.]

In the spring of 1826, Austin resolved to make a campaign against the Waco and Tchuacana, whose depredations had now become frequent. Rendezvousing on the Brazos at the crossing of the San Antonio Road, about the middle of May, a force of about one hundred and ninety men was soon collected and organized. Colonel Austin in command, with Aylett C. Buckner, Horatio Chrisman, Bartlett Sims, William Hall and Ross Alley, captains of companies.

The first days march brought the expedition to the Little Brazos, where they left all provisions, save rations for three days, and a forced march was ordered against the Indians.

On arriving in the vicinity of the Indian encampment, scouts were sent to reconnoiter, and found it deserted. "Appearances" says Kuykendall, "indicated that the Tchuacana village had been deserted about two weeks. The Waco village was on the west side of the river a little farther up. We could not reach it, as the river was much swollen, but ascertained that it, too, was uninhabited. The Indians were doubtless gone on a buffalo hunt. Their patches of corn were in silk and tassel. There was an abundance of beans, of which we picked a mess or two, but nothing was destroyed."

Thus disappointed and their rations being entirely exhausted, the expedition returned to their supply depot——and to the Brazos, where it was disbanded.
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EARLY TRIALS OF DEWITT'S COLONISTS.
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Early as 1822, while Austin's colony was in its infancy, several American gentlemen, among them Green DeWitt of Missouri, appeared in the city of Mexico, seeking impresario contracts. Owing to the unsettled political condition of the country at that period, DeWitt's petition to settle four hundred families in the province of Texas, was not approved till after the promulgation and enactment of the first general colonization law of Coahuila and Texas, March 24, 1825.

Anticipating the success of his application, which was duly granted April 15, 1825, De Witt had pre-arranged with Major James Kerr, late of Missouri, but them of Austin's Colony as agent and surveyor for the colony.

In August of this year, Major Kerr, (having recently buried his wife and two children on the Brazos), with his Negro servant and six men, viz. Erasmus, ("Deaf") Smith, Basil Durbin, Gerron Hinds, John Wightman, James Music and——Strickland, leaving Sam Felipe de Austin reached a spot on Kerr's Creek (near the present town of Gonzales), where they halted, speedily erected cabins and laid off a site for the capital of the future colony, which was named Gonzales, in honor of Don Rafael Gonzales, the first Governor of Coahuila and Texas. The location was most favorable, but the town itself was of slow growth and for a while of uncertain existence, as will be seen. "The survey of lands for future colonists, was prosecuted as rapidly as possible," says Brown, "and a few weeks later, Francis Berry and family settled near the creek. Of this
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