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9 of Cups
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9 of Cups

Alice shuffled the cards of the special deck. She set it down and drew the top card. She blinked and smiled. She heard her aunt leading a client to the tarot reading room. Alice turned and left the room nearly bumping into her aunt.

Alice stepped to the side without running anyone over. She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards from her decks. She set the three different versions of the 9 of Cups side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took her notes and didn’t worry about the time.

Music came from the greenhouse where Eliot was working. Klio and Klia made their rounds around the house. They studied each of the elves who looked after them and made their own internal notes about them. The cats shared their notes with each other.

It wasn’t until Madeline was cooking in the kitchen that Alice blinked and put her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She waited. The music ceased and Eliot entered the kitchen moments later. He set the table and stood by smiling at Alice. She smiled back.

Madeline didn’t turn her head. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “9 of Cups.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is contentment or personal advantage. It can be material gains and business growth. It can also be success, good health, victory, triumph, advancement and accomplishment in all fields. It can even be wishes come true and material abundance.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is bad decisions, but also a liberty that comes from them. It can be opposition, disputes, difficulties or even a false sense of security or freedom.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and ate.

Eliot asked, “So, what will be the card tomorrow? Something about more happiness?”

Alice smiled. “I have no idea. I don’t know what to expect when it comes to tarot.”

Madeline said, “Well, we are happy and I think we have had some wishes come true.”

Eliot and Alice smiled.

Madeline continued, “You two both wished for romantic love and you have it. My wish was for the two of you to be financially secure. After I looked over our budget recently, it does look that way.”

Alice asked, “But what if something happens to you?”

Madeline sighed. “You’ll be fine. You two earn more than enough to cover your expenses even with two cats. With me gone, you may lose tarot clients, but you won’t have my expenses. So, you’ll be fine.”

Alice smiled. “Well, that’s comforting to hear, but I don’t want you to go yet.”

Madeline smiled. “I will have to someday.”

Alice sighed. “I know, but I don’t want to think about it. I’d prefer to enjoy the time I have with you now.”

Madeline smiled. “We’re doing that right now.” She finished eating. “It’s time for me to deal with more clients.” She left the kitchen.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to deal with the orders for the day. They displayed clearly on the big screen and the young elves listened to music while they worked.

Mrs. Flowers sat on her couch in her living room. She frowned at the screen in front of her on the wall. She fumed about how she was all alone in her house. She had tried to call Adrian, but he didn’t pick up.

So, she watched the news to see what was going on in the universe around her. She yelled at the screen whenever she didn’t agree with what the reporters were saying. Then a little segment came on about handcrafted toiletry and herbal items. Alice Flowers was interviewed in the greenhouse she worked in. Eliot Rivers was there to answer some questions too.

Mrs. Flowers’ frown deepened. She didn’t blink as the segment was on.

The reporter said, “Here are two local crafters who make toiletry items and herbal medicines. They are Alice Flowers and Eliot Rivers. How did you get into this line of work?”

Eliot answered, “Well, I was always attracted to plants ever since my uncle taught me how to take care of them. Later, I was offered a place here by Madeline Austen and I took it. She eventually retired from the plants and herbal medicines and just lets me do it all.”

The reporter turned to Alice.

Alice answered, “Madeline is my aunt and she offered me a chance to learn tarot and give readings. Then I learned how to craft toiletry items. I started with making hypoallergenic ones and once I mastered those recipes, I went on to the scented items.”

The reporter smiled. “And your business has taken off.”

Both Alice and Eliot nodded.

The reporter asked, “Did you it expect it to turn out this well for you?”

Alice shook her head. “I had no idea it would be like this and that there would be a demand for hypoallergenic toiletries. The scented ones I’m not as surprised. Those tend to be quite popular.”

Eliot smiled. “Madeline’s clients just accepted I’m doing the herbs now and they never complained. I even was able to get a few more clients that I wasn’t expecting.”

The reporter asked, “So, any plans for the future?”

Alice answered, “I want to keep crafting toiletries that people like for as long as I can.”

Eliot answered, “I just want to help people with the herbs I craft.”

The reporter turned to the camera. “Well, there you have it, two local crafters who love what they make for the community.”

The segment ended. Mrs. Flowers continued to lounge on her couch.

“I can’t believe it! I know Alice is really a whore. She can’t be doing that well in any kind of work. She’s too stupid and incapable. She should be on medication for a serious mental illness. She can’t be that happy. It must be drugs. She has to be taking something which she shouldn’t be.”

Her phone rang. She answered it. “Adrian? Oh, good. You won’t believe this.”

She sighed. “Did you see the news? Alice was on the news with that latest guy of hers. Yes, I know. I was shocked. I can’t believe she is that happy and that she is doing that well with her work.”

She listened to Adrian. “That’s what I mean. She’s too stupid. Just so incapable. She’s mentally ill and incompetent. She’s clearly whoring herself out just as my evil sister wants her too.”

Adrian had a few more comments.

She continued, “Well, I think it’s all made up. They can’t be doing that well there. I know how Madeline got that house. She clearly whored herself to lots of guys. There’s no other reason she has it now. It’s just not possible. You know they all worship the Devil and just love him to pieces.”

Adrian went on.

Then Mrs. Flowers continued, “Oh, of course. Glad to hear you’re doing so well. Is the divorce finalized yet? No? What’s the holdup? Well, she’s a real bitch. She has no right to demand all that from you. You weren’t even married that long. You didn’t have any children with her. I don’t get why she’s trying to get so much from you.”

Yet, Mrs. Flowers got all she could from Mr. Flowers when she divorced him. She ensured she could keep the house without having to lift one finger at hard work to maintain it. She just wanted what she had without working for it. He went along with it to get rid of her.

“And how’s your girlfriend? Yes, I want to meet her. Okay, I’ll check my calendar.”

She checked her calendar. “That works for me. See you then.”

They disconnected. Mrs. Flowers blinked. She thought about what she needed to do next about her daughter. She deepened her frown as she pondered over the quandary.

Alice was far too headstrong for her own good. She willfully left her mother lots of times and yet had always come back. But not this time. Mrs. Flowers frowned.

“She has to come back. She can’t survive without me. She never could. She’s far too stupid and mentally ill to survive on her own. Madeline will die sooner or later. Then I can take Alice back. I’m sure that boy won’t want to keep her.”

Mrs. Flowers tried to stand up. She fell backwards on the couch. “Oh! That hurts. What’s wrong with me now?” She stood up again and wobbled. “Oh, really! This is too much! I don’t want a cane!”

She walked a little ways and lost her balance again. She fell on the floor and screamed. No one came to answer her. No one came to help her. She laid on the floor and cried. She was alone.

“Why am I all alone? I need help now.”

Eventually, she sat up and found her call button to call for help in case she fell. She was an elder elf without wisdom. She pressed the button.

“Please state the nature of the emergency.”

“I’ve fallen and I don’t know that I can get back up. I’m just so wobbly and shaky.”

“I’m dispatching paramedics to you now, ma’am. Please remain calm.”

Mrs. Flowers sighed and waited without the patience she never had.
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