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Introduction – Why Faith in the Trenches Still Hits Different Faith ain’t just for pews, pulpits, and perfect Sundays. Faith is for bus stops and back alleys. 

For late-night hospital waiting rooms. 

For living rooms where the rent is late but the lights are still on because prayer kept ‘em that way. This ain’t the “Instagram faith” with perfect captions and clean coffee table Bibles. This is trenches faith—the kind you hold on to when your hands are shaking, your heart is heavy, and you’re wondering if God really hears you. See, the New Testament wasn’t written for people who had it all together. It was written for fishermen who still smelled like the sea, tax collectors who’d been shady, women who’d been overlooked, lepers who’d been pushed out, and Gentiles who’d been told “God ain’t for you.” 

It was written for folks in the middle of real life—messy, loud, unpredictable life. In these pages, you’ll meet Jesus and the ones He called to walk with Him. You’ll see His love show up in ways the world didn’t expect—and still doesn’t. You’ll watch Him flip tables, heal the hurting, feed the hungry, and speak life into people who had already been written off. 

You’ll see the movement spread like fire in Acts, watch grace tear down walls in Romans, and hear letters that still speak to our struggles in 2025 like they did in the first century. This isn’t just a Bible breakdown—it’s a reminder that the Word is still alive in the streets. It still moves in apartment buildings and corner stores. It still speaks in hospital rooms, jail cells, and quiet car rides when you’re alone with your thoughts. And it’s still calling us to live with a faith that doesn’t fold when life gets loud. So as you read, let these words meet you where you are. If you’re on a mountaintop, let it keep you humble. 

You’re exactly where faith gets real. 




Faith in the Trenches: New Testament Vibes Music for the fight, the faith, and the finish line. 

1.  “King of Glory” – Todd Dulaney & Shana Wilson-Williams (Enter His presence with power) 

2.  “The Blessing” – Kari Jobe, Cody Carnes, Elevation Worship (Peace over your people) 

3.  “Victory” – Tye Tribbett (Remind the enemy — it’s already won) 

4.  “The Box” – Roddy Ricch (Clean) (For when you need to walk with confidence and silence 

doubt) 

5.  “Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)” – Hillsong UNITED (Step out on water faith) 

6.  “Blessings” – Lecrae ft. Ty Dolla $ign (Counting grace, not losses) 

7.  “No Weapon” – Fred Hammond (Battle-tested faith anthem) 

8.  “God Did” – DJ Khaled ft. Rick Ross, Lil Wayne, Jay-Z, John Legend, Fridayy (Clean) (Because 

they didn’t believe — but God did) 

9.  “Graves into Gardens” – Elevation Worship (Beauty out of broken places) 

10. “Stomp” – Kirk Franklin (When you just gotta praise loud)




MATTHEW: The King Pulled Up Different 

The Gospel for the Real Ones 

The Urban Flow – Summed Up Soulfully (Street): Matthew tells the story of Jesus—the Savior, the King, the realest One to ever walk—but He didn’t pull up how people thought He would. No army (military power, intimidation, dominance). No golden throne (earthly luxury, status symbols). No royal parade. Instead—He came humble (low posture, high power), healing (restoring what’s broken), and holy (set apart for God’s purpose). Born in a manger, raised in a small town, running with fishermen, tax collectors, and folks the church side-eyed. From jump, His story was different: a virgin birth (miracle before the mission), wise men with gifts, and a jealous king (Herod) already threatened by a baby in diapers. That’s how strong His presence (God’s nearness that shifts the atmosphere) was—people felt it before He even spoke. 

 

The Word Comes Alive (Scripture): 

A baptism (public declaration of divine connection) in the Jordan. A voice from Heaven (affirmation straight from the Father). The Spirit (God’s living presence) leading Him into the wilderness—forty days with no food, fighting temptation (the pull to step outside God’s will) with the Word (God’s truth, alive and active), not weapons. 

Showing us that real battles ain’t always out there—they’re in your mind (your thoughts, fears, desires), your cravings (what your flesh longs for), your doubts (what questions your faith). Then He started teaching—not from a pulpit, but on hillsides, by the water, and in the streets. He opened His mouth and flipped the game upside down: 

●  “Blessed” (favored and approved by God, even if life doesn’t look perfect) are the poor in spirit. 

●  “Love” (choose to act for someone’s good, even when it costs you) your enemies. 

●  “Turn the other cheek” (refuse to let offense control you). 

●  “Don’t worry” (release control and trust God’s provision) about tomorrow. 

The Spirit in Motion (Spirit): 

He healed the broken. 

Fed the hungry. 

Touched the untouchables. 

Sat with the outcasts. 

Saw the invisible. 

And still—the ones who should’ve recognized Him didn’t. The religious leaders (position without compassion) hated how real He was and how He exposed their pride. They plotted, schemed, and tried to trap Him with words—but He always answered with truth (God’s reality, not man’s opinion). Jesus knew the cross was coming. He told His crew, but they didn’t get it. One of them—Judas (betrayal from the inside)—sold Him out. The rest scattered when it got real. They beat Him. Mocked Him. Nailed Him to a cross (the place of both suffering and salvation). But the cross wasn’t the end—it was the plan. Three days later—the tomb (a place of death turned into proof of life) was empty. Jesus got up—alive, victorious, still loving the ones who left Him hanging. Before He returned to Heaven, He left this mission: “Go. Tell the world. Make disciples. And know this—I’m with you, always.” 

 

What Matthew Teaches Us (Real Talk Recap): 

●  Real kings don’t flex—they serve. 

●  God will use the overlooked to shake the world. 

●  Your past doesn’t disqualify you from walking with Jesus. 

●  Faith is louder than fear when you trust the One walking on water. 

Grace Note (Hold This in Your Spirit): 

Jesus didn’t come to start a religion. 

He came to start a revolution—of love, healing, truth, and power. If you’ve ever felt too dirty, too broken, or too far gone— Matthew proves Jesus came for you.



