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FOREWORD

by SIR DAVID JASON OBE
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To pay homage to the wit and wisdom of the brilliant dialogue and comic lines in Only Fools and Horses is really a massive tribute to the writer and my dear friend, John Sullivan.

John created the series, wrote the series and nurtured the characters into the ones we all know and continue to know now. With John’s untimely death in 2011, I am more than happy to applaud his comic genius and talents through this very funny and insightful book as I consider it a privilege to have been a part of such a wonderful team.

I say a team, as it really was an amazing group of people who worked on Only Fools from the cast, to the production team right through the ranks. It really didn’t feel right being paid to have so much fun and very often we were in hysterics for a large part of the day, which didn’t always go down too well with the Director and Producer.

One moment in particular was the Batman and Robin sequence. Every time I looked at Rodney (Nicky Lyndhurst) dressed as Robin I just fell about laughing, and of course every time he looked at me dressed as Batman with my silly little bat ears he was equally convulsed.

As I once acknowledged at a BAFTA evening, John gave me the ammunition and I fired the gun and I know the rest of the cast felt that too. John had a great talent in keeping his finger on the nation’s pulse and his humour was very much on trend at the time of writing. He took into account the political and social climate and weaved that into the Only Fools’ story lines, so he really did often speak for a large majority of the nation with respect to the fashion and struggles of its day. His language was street language and he reflected a culture which showed humour and pathos in equal measure. We are all aware of the wit of John Sullivan but his exquisite observations of ordinary life show the wisdom in spadefuls. For that and the fun we had and the history we made – I just have to say a big and heartfelt Cushty!
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Sir David Jason OBE – aka Del Boy
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‘As Macbeth said to Hamlet in Midsummer Night’s Dream, “we’ve been done up like a couple of kippers’”

DEL

‘I’m a Ming fan myself. He made some wonderful stuff, that Ming. Pity he went and died when he did’

DEL

‘I saw your face when that Adrian asked me what I thought about Hamlet and I said I preferred Castella’

DEL TO RAQUEL

‘Del used to be cultural advisor to the Chelsea shed’

RODNEY

‘It’s a funny thing, your Lordship, but van Coff happens to be my favourite artist ’un all’

DEL

VICKY: ‘I was at the Milan School of Art for two years, then I had a spell at the Sorbonne. Where were you?’

RODNEY: ‘Basingstoke’
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‘It’s not supposed to get going, it’s culture. You don’t come to an opera to enjoy it, you come ’cause … it’s there’

DEL ON OPERA

‘You could make the Elgin marbles sound like a second-hand Datsun’

RODNEY TO DEL
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‘Once you’ve seen one Rubens, you’ve seen ’em all’

DEL

RAQUEL: ‘I don’t know about you but I just love the works of Shaw’

DEL: ‘Oh yeah … “like a puppet on a string …”’

‘One day they might make a musical about the history of the Trotter family. Then as a sequel they could do Schindler’s List On Ice’

RODNEY

DEL: ‘What about that poster you showed us, when you was top of the bill with Otis Redding at the Talk of the Town, London?’

RAQUEL: ‘It was Laurie London at the Talk of the Town, Reading’

‘You didn’t honestly believe all that rubbish, did yer? That you and them wallies were destined for the Albert Hall, the Carnegie Hall? The only “hall” you lot was destined for was “sod all”’

DEL TO RODNEY

‘Putting me in a pair of green wellies will not turn me into Archduke Ferdinand. I will be Rodney Trotter in a pair of green wellies’

RODNEY

‘The only times my clothes look fashionable is when I’m watching UK Gold’

RAQUEL

‘You stick me in front of the telly with a Singapore Sling, a ham sandwich and a bit of Chekhov and I’m as happy as a sand boy’

DEL
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DEL ON MIRANDA: ‘She’s very impressed. She knows I know a lot about antiques, don’t she?’

RODNEY: ‘Oh yeah. Well, you’ve been out with a few, ain’t yer?’

‘I heard that she was the one that cut the ribbon on the opening of Stonehenge’

DEL ON ELSIE PARTRIDGE

‘We gave you the world’s greatest sailors, pal. Remember that. We gave you Nelson, we gave you Drake, we gave you Columbus’

DEL TO AN AMERICAN

‘Del, you can’t speak French. You’re still struggling with English’

RODNEY

‘How can I change the lywics to “Cwying”? The bloody song’s called “Cwying”!’

TONY ANGELINO
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‘He made one great film and then you never saw him again’

TRIGGER ON GANDHI

MIRANDA: ‘Do you like Cezanne?’

DEL: ‘Oh yeah; a bit of ice and lemonade, it’s lovely’
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‘The way those Germans were carrying on, someone was gonna get hurt’

GRANDAD ON WWII

‘Everyone’s entitled to a cup of tea, Rodney. I mean, it’s in the Magna Carta or something’

GRANDAD

‘I’m a great fan of the Byzantine period, myself. I don’t think you can whack ’em’

DEL

‘Cold? You bits of kids don’t know the meaning of the word. You should’ve been with me on the Russian convoys. One night it was so cold, the flame on my lighter froze’

ALBERT

‘While the nation celebrated, they were hidden away in big grey buildings far from the public gaze. I mean, courage like that could put you right off your victory dinner, couldn’t it? They promised us homes fit for heroes. They give us heroes fit for homes’

GRANDAD ON THE SOLDIERS RETURNING FROM WWI

‘All the dreaming and the scheming and the chasing and the trying, that was the fun part, y’know. It was like … it was dangerous, it was impossible. It was like Columbo sailing away to find America’

DEL
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‘… one day we were attacked by a Kamikaze pilot. He came zooming in towards us – I remember saying to the skipper, “the way he’s carrying on he’ll kill himself”’

ALBERT

‘That’s a bit of history you’re holding there, and I mean real history. Not like them Nelson’s eye patches Del Boy used to flog to the tourists’

GRANDAD
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‘I’m out there on the yuppy tightrope, me. Nerves on red alert, a beta blocker and a dream, that’s me. I eat on the move, a mobile phone in one hand and a pot noodle in the other’

DEL

‘Mine is not to reason why, mine is but to sell and buy’

DEL

‘A conscience is nice, but business is business’

DEL

‘They’re yuppies. They don’t speak proper English like what we do’

DEL

‘My motto is “West End goods at Southend prices”’

DEL

‘Del thinks all you need is a Filofax and a pair of red braces and you’re chairman of the board’

RODNEY

‘I’m afraid the company’s finished, it’s gone. Trotters Independent Traders is no more. It’s kaput, it’s dead, dead as the emu’

DEL

‘Asking a Trotter if he knows anything about chandeliers is like asking Mr Kipling if he knows anything about cakes’

DEL

‘We are doing well, relatively speaking. I mean, we are doing well compared to an Iranian gin salesman’

DEL

‘Oh well, you win some, you lose some. Nothing ventured, nothing gained. It’s, well, boeuf a la mode, as the French say’

DEL

‘He wants me to stand in a market, flogging raincoats with “dry clean only” on the label’

RODNEY ON DEL

RODNEY: ‘They could have you under the Trades Descriptions Act. You call it Peckham Spring but it ain’t from a spring’

DEL: ‘Yeah, well Sainsbury’s, they sell runner beans but they ain’t been round the track three times, have they?’

‘Modern business people only speak in initials, don’t they? You know, you’ve got FT – Financial Times, BA – British Airways, GLC – General ’Lectric Company’

DEL

‘You see, Dave, a losing streak is like joining the Moonies. Easy to get into but a bark to get out of’

TRIGGER TO RODNEY
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‘You need specialised equipment for a job like this. Refined glass brushes, advanced soldering gear. What are we gonna use, eh? Super glue and a bottle of Windolene, knowing you’

RODNEY ON CHANDELIER CLEANING

‘Well, that is it Miranda. I have discussed the matter with my partner and we both agree that we shall exceed to your delusions’

DEL
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‘When Corrine comes back in here she’s gonna find her kettle’s been knackered, her kitchen’s been turned into a Turkish bath and she’s got a Kentucky fried canary at the bottom of a cage … and we’re gonna say “paint fumes did it!”’

DEL

‘It’s amazing, innit? Everything you buy off him’s got something missing’

BOYCIE ON DEL

‘You see, Abdul’s cousin’s girlfriend’s brother’s mate’s mate, right, he’s a gamekeeper down at one of them private zoos and Monkey Harris’ sister’s husband’s first wife’s stepfather, right, works for an animal food company, so put the two together, what you got? A nice little earner’

DEL

‘Del, thanks to your high profile

































No, no not goodbye … no just bonjour
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