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Epigraph
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Preface

Everyone knows the consequences of too much religion, such as fanaticism, intolerance, and persecution. Far fewer people know the consequences of too much secularism or even acknowledge the notion of too much secularism. That, which also incorporates the issue of values versus feelings, is the subject of this book.

In 1992, thirty-four years before the publication of this book, I was invited to speak to seventy-four teens about God, values, and feelings. It’s a rare lecture that incorporates objections, let alone objections from seventy-four people. And for the first time in their lives, much to their surprise, they were told that their most deeply held feelings might be morally wrong.

Four sessions were held over a weekend outside of Omaha, Nebraska, for young people from throughout the Midwest. The entire weekend was organized and recorded by Joel Alperson, who has made my Torah commentary and this book possible. Without him, his labor, and his insights, none of those books would have been written. My work had deeply affected his life in the 1980s, and he has devoted a good part of his life to disseminating my ideas ever since.

As it turned out, the young people at this weekend asked some of the best and most challenging questions. Not one question was dated. They could have been asked yesterday, because they all touch on large questions about life, freedom, Israel, America, Western civilization, Judeo-Christian values, marriage, why to have children, and many other perpetually relevant themes.

Over the years, I’ve done more talks and answered more questions. Most people have the same questions on the same subjects, but most have given up on posing them. Most adults who have rejected God or the Bible as the source of objective morality did so when they were young. They received no rational responses to their questions, only faith-based responses. This book is for them as much as it is for the believers.

It is not a coincidence that the most secular century in history was also the bloodiest in history. Between Nazism and Communism—two secular doctrines—approximately 150 million non-combatants were killed. The death of God has led to massive deaths of men, women, and children. It also appears to be leading to the death of Western civilization.

Europe has lost its Judeo-Christian origins. As the British prime minister Margaret Thatcher said in 1998, “The moral foundation of this system is the Judeo-Christian outlook—the message of the Old and New Testament, that each and every person matters.”

As early as 1798, John Adams described America’s values as rooted in biblical values. In a letter to the Massachusetts militia, he wrote, “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”


Some Notes on the Text

The terms “Torah,” “Bible,” and “Hebrew Bible” that I use throughout this book are not necessarily the same thing. The Torah is part of the Bible for both Jews and Christians, and it consists of the first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. When I use the term “Hebrew Bible,” I am referring specifically to the Jewish scriptures, often referred to as the “Old Testament,” which are part of the Bible for both Jews and Christians. When I use the term “the Bible,” the reader is free to translate it as both the Old and New Testaments or just the Old Testament.

I want to thank two individuals who, in addition to Joel Alperson, were instrumental to the writing of this book: Eric Nelson, vice president of Broadside Books, a division of HarperCollins, who made the publication of this book possible both as publisher and editor; Susan Prager, my wife, who edited the entire manuscript, as she has edited virtually everything I have written in the last eighteen years, including about eight hundred columns and five books.

A certain percentage of this book was written by dictation and editing from my hospital bed. In November 2024 I suffered a catastrophic injury resulting from a fall that rendered me paralyzed from the shoulders down. Were it not for Joel Alperson, the book would not have been finished. We completed the book together. It is a testament to how important we both consider this work.

Dennis Prager

July 2025









Introduction

by Joel Alperson

This book addresses the most critical situation in Western civilization: the battle over values and feelings. Increasingly, parents, pastors, rabbis, and youth leaders are being challenged to explain the importance of God and the wisdom of the Bible. Not only does this book detail those challenges, but it also presents powerful responses.

God is necessary to make values objective rather than simply a matter of opinion. We need objective values to guide society, because, as Dennis Prager explains, people are not inherently good.

The principles of virtually every topic raised, while at times concerning Jewish themes, perfectly apply to those who follow other religions and even to those who follow no religion.

While it’s impossible to know the religious choices each reader will make later in life, I do know that a compelling rational case is made here for God, religion, and holding values over feelings. We have done our best to retain original questions and their follow-ups. It was clear from some exchanges that minds were changed as participants asked sincere questions about how to apply what they learned and, specifically, how to lead a religious life.

There are no silver bullets when it comes to these matters. But one thing is certain: If religious believers don’t make more rational cases for their respective religions, even greater numbers will leave them, causing our society to suffer as a result. People need and want meaningful answers to their heartfelt questions. Faith-based answers alone won’t do it.

This book is devoted to meeting that challenge.

May the ideas within it be frequently shared, and may there be many more teachers like Dennis Prager.

Joel Alperson

July 2025






If There Is No God


Why Do People Hurt Other People?

DENNIS PRAGER: Since I was your age and younger, I have been preoccupied with one issue: Why do people hurt other people? Or, to put it even more broadly, why do people do evil? I acknowledge that I have abnormal preoccupations. I am sure most of you care about the fact that people hurt other people. But I suspect you don’t walk around preoccupied with it. I was born in 1948, only three years after the Holocaust. I’m a third-generation American. Yet, when I was a kid, from the earliest time I could think, the Holocaust consumed me. When I was about ten, I watched a program on television, and I saw Hitler. I asked my father, “Who is that man?” He said, “He was Hitler, and he killed six million Jews.” He gave me a pretty direct answer.

Now, most kids would think, “Whoa, that’s bad,” and then go on with their day. I thought, “Whoa, that’s bad,” but did not go on with my day and haven’t ever since, even though I lost no relatives in the Holocaust, since they were all in America. The Holocaust is so horrible that you don’t have to be Jewish to wonder, “How did the most civilized country in the world orchestrate such a horror?” Or, to put it philosophically, “How did the country that gave us Beethoven, Bach, Schiller, Thomas Mann, and other unique figures in the sciences and arts also give us Auschwitz?”

Remember, Germany was the most cultured country in Europe. Germany had more orchestras and the highest number of museums per capita of any country. To this day, Germans are among the most cultured of nations. I believe Germany has more bookstores per capita than anywhere else in Europe. Germans read the most, had the most philosophers, had the most artists, had the most musicians, and produced the greatest composers. Not only Bach and Beethoven, but also Schubert, Schumann, and Haydn were all German-Austrian. It’s incredible. They utterly dominated music. Yet, this is the nation that took as many Jews as possible from virtually every country in Europe and shipped them in trains to gas chambers.

I’m not talking to you only as a Jew; I’m talking to you as a human. I didn’t understand: How do people do that? How do people torture? How did Stalin and Mao do it? The Nazis killed six million Jews, and Stalin and Mao killed tens of millions of their own. The communists of Russia killed more than twenty million of their own people in the Gulag. How many of you have heard of the Gulag? If you haven’t, it is a discredit to your education. It should be a word that resounds in your mind.

You see, my problem with Americans is that, because we have been spared much of the suffering the world has known, we have grown up somewhat naïve about humanity. I’m preoccupied by the fact that people can take other people and beat the living daylights out of them for fun. How does that happen? How do you get people who do things like what happened at the yogurt stand in Texas? You probably heard about it; HBO made a series about it. Four teen girls were sitting and eating yogurt, and some guys came in, held them up, and then burned them to death so there would be no evidence. How does a mother feel if her daughters go for yogurt and she finds their ashes the next day?

Don’t you wonder how this happened? A lot of people dismiss it very simply. Do you know what they say? Whoever does those things is “sick.” That’s the comment, the typical American’s response: They’re “sick.” Do you think a massive number of Germans all of a sudden became psychologically ill? Is that what happened? Were all the sadists who worked in the concentration camps sick? Were all the Germans—and all the Hungarians, Romanians, Poles, and others who helped the Germans—sick? Were all the Germans who watched their longtime neighbors being rounded up and sent away sick? You end up labeling so many people sick that you have to wonder how many normal people there are.

Maybe many of the normal are the sick ones. Maybe the few good people who risked their lives to save Jews were the abnormal ones, which, by the way, is a variation on a position I hold. I do believe that goodness is often abnormal. Not psychologically abnormal, but certainly statistically abnormal. More people in Europe helped murder innocent people than helped save innocent people. So, what do you say to that? Was Europe sick?

Look at Africa. In Somalia today, you have millions of Somalians at risk of starving to death, and not because of a drought. It is because of evil people in Somalia. I read in the New York Times that 40 percent of all the food sent into Somalia has already been looted by gangs in Somalia. The efforts to feed the hungry are failing because fellow Africans, fellow Somalians, are starving people to death for political purposes and for whatever other reason they have for doing so.

Do you ever sit down and wonder how this happens? Why do you have to lock the doors to your house every night? Why do we need car alarms? Why do people do so many bad things? Why are most women afraid of walking alone in virtually any of America’s big cities at night? These are the questions that preoccupy me, and that’s why I’m here. I’m not here to have an interesting philosophical or theological debate with you over whether or not there is a God. If people were good, I wouldn’t have come to this event. But I’m not a philosopher. I’m a guy who wants to make sure you can grow up and raise your kids without them being killed.

I’m worried. I live in a city where people once burned a billion dollars’ worth of other people’s businesses because they were angry over a trial verdict. They’re awful human beings. They took the livelihoods of Koreans, blacks, and Hispanics and burned them down, wanting an excuse to commit violence. If you believe that is induced by legitimate grievances, you have seen too many television documentaries. It was primarily gangs with Molotov cocktails, seeing how much of Los Angeles they could burn in a night.

Maybe the concerns I have are more immediate to me than to some of you because of my lifelong preoccupation with good and evil, and because of the misery I’ve seen in so many countries. By the way, I’m not cynical. If I were cynical, why would I come here to talk about goodness? I would just put plenty of locks on my house and keep as many arms in my home as I could. I’m not at all cynical, because I know there are good people. Those who are cynical dismiss goodness. So now you understand where I’m coming from. I’m not focusing on theology; I’m preoccupied with goodness. I’m preoccupied with why people hurt other people and how to stop it.

There is no way to judge cultures. For example, if your culture holds that it is best to have the big meal in the middle of the day and not for supper, I honor that. If your culture holds that you should wear certain types of clothing and not others, I honor that. If your culture has a certain type of music, I honor that.

I love to see and experience diverse cultures. I’ve been to 130 countries. I lived with a family in Bulgaria. I lived with a family in Morocco. I ate their food, I saw the way they lived, and the way they raised their children. I honor different cultures.

But I don’t honor different moral values. I’ll give you one example, something I broadcast on my show repeatedly. It was from a story in the New York Times that occurred in St. Louis. The family involved was Palestinian. I’m not picking on them because they’re Muslim or because they’re Palestinian. It just happens that this story was about them.

This family’s telephone was tapped by the FBI because they were suspected of supporting Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) terrorists. While the FBI never noted any contacts with the PLO, they did record the father murdering his daughter. Why did he kill her? Because she dated boys, and in his culture, you don’t do that. If you are female, you are given to a man whom the father wants you to marry. If you date, you bring shame to the family and can be killed. In many parts of the Arab world, parents essentially own their children, especially daughters. So, if the daughter is suspected of having premarital sex, she has brought shame to the family and must be killed. Obviously, I don’t honor that cultural value. What the father did was murder—plain, ordinary, unadulterated murder.

I honor your culture, your faith, your dress, your food, and your music, but not your different moral values. That is what the Bible was meant to teach the world: There is one universal God from Whom emanates one moral value system. “Thou shalt not murder” is not for one group alone. “Thou shalt not steal” is not for one group alone. “Thou shalt not kill your daughter” for having premarital sex is not for one group alone. It is for every human being.

That level of morality is very simple: Do not murder, do not steal, do not eat the limb of a living animal, which was done in biblical times. Isn’t it touching that three thousand years ago, the Torah said that no one in the world should eat the limb of a living animal? I’m very moved by that law. The Torah cares so much about the suffering of animals that it prohibits that practice everywhere, not just among Jews.

When I was in Indonesia, as I walked on the beautiful island of Bali, I would see men gathered, yelling and screaming. It sounded like there was a sporting event. And there was. It was called cockfighting. These male chickens would scratch each other’s eyes out, and people there would place bets on the cock they thought would win. You may bet on Nebraska football games, but they were betting on animals scratching each other’s eyes out.

I vividly recall thinking, “Boy, what a task Abraham had.” I imagined walking over to the cockfight and saying, “Gentlemen, excuse me. This is wrong. There’s a God in the universe who says that betting on animals scratching their eyes out is wrong.” Can you imagine how they would have looked at me?


Are Good and Evil a Matter of Personal Opinion?

DENNIS PRAGER: Your feelings are not the first thing to consider. Right and wrong are more important than your feelings. Your feelings are important to you, but it is how you act that is important to everyone else. We’re raising generations in this country for whom feelings are the most important thing. If society can just get you to express your feelings, things will be great. But that’s just not true.

Behavior is everything. We don’t have signs on the road that say, “Speed Limit: Whatever You Feel.” Why not? If we could rely on people’s feelings, why shouldn’t it say, “Speed Limit: Whatever You Feel Is Right.” Why is it necessary to have universal traffic laws, but it is not necessary to have universal moral laws? Obviously, we need universal moral law. Just as we don’t trust people to drive safely if guided only by their feelings, we don’t trust them to do what is moral if guided solely by their feelings.

Given how much cruelty human beings have engaged in—human sacrifice, slavery, mass murder, torture, rape, child abuse—by far the most important question every individual and society must grapple with is: How do we make good people?

The first question I want to deal with has to do with God and goodness.

I’ll begin by asking you a couple of questions.

First, how many of you think good and evil are a matter of personal opinion?

Please raise your hands.

About half of you.

To the half of you who raised your hand, I have a question. Would you say that Hitler’s murder of six million Jews and millions of others was evil? Or, would you only say, “I think what Hitler did was evil, but he thought it was good, so there’s no way to say, ‘it was evil.’ ”

How many of you would say number two: “I think what Hitler and the Nazis did was evil, but they thought it was good, so there’s no way to say.” Raise your hand if that’s the position you would hold.

Well, we’re down to only about eight hands.

I just want you to understand that every one of you who raised your hand the first time has either changed your mind or you don’t want to confront the consequences of your position. If good and evil are a matter of personal opinion, then you have to agree with the proposition that putting children in gas chambers because they’re Jews is wrong only in your opinion. That’s all you can say: “In my opinion, it’s wrong.”

What I have just confronted you with might be the single most urgent issue facing America and the entire Western world today. Do good and evil exist, or are they a matter of personal opinion? By “exist,” I mean objectively exist—like the answers to mathematical questions. It is not a matter of opinion that two plus two equals four because there are objective mathematical truths. In the same way, there are objective moral truths.

Let me give you an example that’s less dramatic than Hitler. I was in Cleveland doing a television show. The audience was composed of students from six different Cleveland high schools. And the students were of different races, ethnicities, socioeconomic backgrounds, and religions. I asked them a question: “If you really wanted a certain item, would you shoplift if you were sure you could get away with it?”

I would like to ask that question of you, and, to avoid embarrassment, everyone close your eyes for a second. Would you shoplift if you knew for a fact that you’d get away with it? If the answer is yes, raise your hand.

Okay, you can put your hands down and open your eyes. There are seventy-four of you, and about six raised their hands.

Now, this is very interesting. I posed that question to about seventy-five high school students in Cleveland. Do you know how many raised their hands, affirming they would shoplift? I would say about seventy raised their hands.

While I found it remarkable that such a large number raised their hands, it didn’t shock me for a reason I’ll tell you later. What did shock me was that they were willing to raise their hands on television with no embarrassment.

Now I will put you to another test.



Is Your Dog’s Life Worth More Than a Stranger’s?

DENNIS PRAGER: How many of you own a dog? I am asking this because the question I am about to ask applies only to those of you who own a dog, which, I assume, is the great majority of you.

To those of you who raised your hand, here is a very simple question with three possible answers.

You are walking along a body of water—a river, lake, or ocean—with your dog, when suddenly you notice your dog has fallen into the water and appears to be drowning. About a hundred feet away, you notice a stranger, a person you don’t know, is also drowning. Assuming your dog can’t swim, and also assuming that you would like to save both your dog and the stranger, the question is, who would you try to save first?

There are three possible answers: (1) your dog; (2) the stranger, and I’ll even allow you to vote for (3) you don’t know.

Raise your hand if you would save your dog.

Raise your hand if you would save the stranger.

Raise your hand if your answer is, “I don’t know.”

As happens every time I ask this question, one-third votes for the dog, one-third for the stranger, and one-third is not sure. I would have been shocked if the vote had been lopsided in any direction because it has never happened from Vancouver to Miami. You’re right in the middle, so I would have been startled if your vote had differed, and depending on the answer, I might have moved here!

Those of you who voted for the dog, please raise your hand again because I want to ask a couple of questions.

Okay, the girl in the back, tell me why you would save your dog first.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I’m very, very close to my dog; I’ve had it for, like, eleven years, and he does some wonderful tricks.

(Laughter)

DENNIS PRAGER: So, you’re very close to your dog, and your dog does wonderful tricks.

Who else voted for their dog?

Yes, why would you save the dog?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: You don’t know what the stranger has done.

DENNIS PRAGER: You don’t know what the stranger has done. For those of you who voted for your dog, is it fair to say that a much greater feeling—perhaps even love—for your dog determined your decision?

MANY: No.

DENNIS PRAGER: No? If that is not the reason, raise your hand and tell me what other reason you had in mind.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: What if the guy is a total nerd?

DENNIS PRAGER: What if the guy is a total nerd? Let’s assume the stranger is not a total nerd. He’s just a regular guy. He was not Mother Teresa, and not a total nerd, just a normal human being. Would you change your vote?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yes.

DENNIS PRAGER: You would. So, you would save a non-nerd stranger before your dog? You’re definite?

(Laughter)

To those of you who voted to save the stranger: How many of you are prepared to get up and say those who voted to save their dog are wrong? Raise your hands. As is always the case, very few of you.

You would?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I would.

DENNIS PRAGER: Stand up. Go ahead and say it.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Because the dog isn’t as important as a person. A person can do a lot more than a dog can.

DENNIS PRAGER: All right. Human life is much more valuable than animal life.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: And you can get another dog.

DENNIS PRAGER: Where did you learn the idea that human life is worth more?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Hebrew school.

DENNIS PRAGER: Thanks. Is there anybody else who is prepared to say the ones who voted for the dog are wrong?

You would say they’re wrong?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah.

DENNIS PRAGER: Stand up and look at them and say, “You’re wrong.”

AUDIENCE MEMBER: You’re right, Dennis. I mean, it’s easier to replace a dog than a human being.

DENNIS PRAGER: I’d like to take a re-vote on this. For those of you who own a dog, how many of you would save your dog first?

Okay, the vote count went down somewhat. How many don’t know?

That count also went down somewhat.

How many of you would save the stranger?

And that count went up somewhat. I wish to make a few points and will use them as a jumping-off point for everything we will discuss.

Those of you who said that you would save your dog first were animated by feelings. Your feelings are understandable, and as I own two dogs, I fully relate to you. You love your dog more than the stranger, and I do, too. If either of my dogs, Babe or Lady, were drowning and a stranger was drowning, and you were to ask me, “Who do I love more?” there’s no question that I love my dogs more than the stranger.

However, the whole point of values is to hold that something is more important than your feelings. This may be as important as anything else I could say, and it’s the reason I worry about what’s happening to America. Having values means you say to yourself, “I feel X, but I must do Y”—my feelings are not as important as what is right.

There is no ambivalence in the Bible about this. Human beings are created in God’s image; therefore, human life is sacred and animal life is not. While we cannot abuse animals, because they can feel pain and because we also do damage to our character in the process, the Bible holds that we are infinitely valuable, and animals are not.

By the way, there is a certain irony here that should prove to those of you who voted for your dog that your choice was only based on feelings. Most of you who would save your dog before a stranger would be happy to have a hot dog afterward. You would be happy to eat an animal that was killed just so you could eat it. That demonstrates your choice is based on feelings, that it’s not a worked-out ethical position about the worth of people or the worth of animals.

My friends, my worry in life is that people are animated more by feelings than by values, and this was a good example. Let me go back to the results in Cleveland. Nearly all those kids said they would shoplift if they could get away with it. But even the handful who would not shoplift were not prepared to say the others were wrong. Why? Because, they said, everything is a matter of opinion. I can’t tell them they’re wrong for shoplifting. That’s their value system.

Here is where I want to challenge you and, if I get through to you on this point, I will go back to LA a happy man. The great moral tragedy of our time is that feelings have replaced values. And they shouldn’t. Feelings are beautiful. Feelings are wonderful. It’s good to cry, it’s good to laugh, it’s good to love, it’s good to care, it’s good to have compassion. Feelings are what make us human. But values must always come first.

Knowing there is a listing of values, a hierarchy of right and wrong, is crucial. The whole point is to acknowledge that there is something higher than my feelings. Hitler felt that Jews should be destroyed. Whites in South Africa felt that apartheid was right, that blacks shouldn’t be allowed to use white bathrooms or white restaurants or go to white businesses or live in white neighborhoods.

Feelings cannot determine what is right. We need something higher than feelings to tell us what is right. People who commit adultery have feelings for the person they commit adultery with. If they didn’t have feelings for the person, they wouldn’t have committed the act. That’s why one of the Ten Commandments is “Thou shalt not commit adultery,” because, despite your feelings, some things are right and some things are wrong.

In fact, the reason for all laws is that people cannot rely on their feelings to do what is right. As I already noted, imagine if highways had signs that read “Speed Limit: Whatever Speed You Feel Like Driving.” Would that work?

That’s a tough battle in life, and that is my biggest argument for Bible-based laws and values. They tell me how to act because relying on my feelings doesn’t work.

In fact, the Bible repeatedly warns people not to rely on their hearts. If you want to know why so many people reject Bible-based religions, there it is: Most people want to be governed by their feelings and not have anyone—be it God or a Book—tell them otherwise. The battle in America and the rest of the Western world today is between the Bible (or Judeo-Christian values, as they’re almost always the same thing) and the heart.



Would You Let Hitler Drown?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I have a question about the dog and the person. What if the person was, like, Hitler or Jeffrey Dahmer [an American serial killer who murdered, performed sexual acts upon, and dismembered seventeen males between 1978 and 1991]? Would you save them, or would you save your dog?

DENNIS PRAGER: Excellent question. And I have an answer for you: If Jeffrey Dahmer or Hitler were drowning and there was no dog drowning, I wouldn’t save them. The presence or absence of the dog would have been irrelevant. If Dahmer or Hitler and a leaf were drowning, I would save the leaf. If either of them were drowning while I was getting change for a sandwich I had just purchased, I would get my change
















Don’t We Use Feelings to Choose Our Values?





































Which Does More Good—Compassion or Action? The Fifty-Dollar Man vs. the One-Dollar Man
































Which Is More Important, to Love or Help Someone?









Modern Western Society Has Been Embracing Feelings Over Values








Without God, All Values Are Relative



























The Best Values Ever Created Come from the Bible
















How Do You Evaluate Two Competing Values?













Are Our Values Determined by Our Faith, and Isn’t Faith a Feeling?











Does Faith Need Reason?














Can’t You Create Values Using Reason Alone?




There Is Such a Thing as Too Much Religion, Is There Such a Thing as Too Much Secularism?

















Don’t We Get Our Values from Our Parents?





















How Can Values Come from God If I Don’t Believe in God?




	1. You don’t think your values are rooted in God because you don’t know if you even believe in God.

	2. Most of your values come from your parents.

	3. Your parents are not going to tell you to look into the Bible.











Live as If You Believe God Exists






Should an Atheist Follow Biblical Values?



	1. For good and evil to objectively exist—as opposed to being merely subjective opinions—there has to be a God.

	2. Without God and the Bible, individuals and society will lose their moral bearings and descend into moral chaos. In fact, we already have.




































Why Does God Appear Not to Reward Good and Punish Evil?





How Can the Torah Be Objective If Scholars Disagree About Its Opinions?













Isn’t “Eye for an Eye” Unjust?







Should My Values Be Imposed on Others?


































Are We More Likely to Trust People Who Study the Bible?







Are We Inviting Religious Intrusions in Society?













How Do People Come to Have Different Values?














Where Do Values Stop and Feelings Begin?




















The World Needs Universal Values, Not Universal Rituals











Should Everyone Have the Same Values?










Why Does It Have to Be Biblical Values? Why Can’t It Just Be Human Values?











How Can There Be Universal Values When People Have Different Values?










































Can You Teach People to Stand Up for Their Values?














Were Germans Who Said They Knew Nothing About the Death Camps Morally Guilty?











What Is the Difference Between Having an Opinion and a Value?













Should Every Opinion I Hold Be Based on the Bible?























Why Would I Follow a Religion That Considers Its Followers to Be Chosen?






Is It Worth Being a Jew Given the Dangers of Antisemitism?










Are Pro-Life and Pro-Choice Positions Based on Values or Feelings?





























How Can Someone Accept Biblical Values and Still Have Their Own Opinions?



















Why Separate Feelings from Values When They Seem to Work Best Together?
























How Can I Follow the Torah When It Seems to Have Been Written by Man?





	1. The Torah is virtually as different from everything that preceded it as Creation was from what preceded it. Either moral and intellectual supermen are the source of the Torah or God is. There are no other explanations.

	2. The God of the Bible is completely different from every god prior to the Torah. For the first time in history, a deity, the God of the Torah, is universal. All other gods were national or ethnic gods.

	3. For the first time, God is moral, not capricious. Therefore, for the first time, man can argue with this deity.

	4. This God, unlike all other gods, judges—by the same moral standard—all nations and individuals.

	5. The God of the Torah, unlike all other gods, is completely de-sexualized. He does not engage in sex with other gods or with humans, and He was not born.

	6. The God of the Torah loves human beings and wants to be loved. Another first in human history.

	7. The God of the Torah is invisible and not physical.

	8. The God of the Torah is not part of nature, as all other gods were. God is the Creator of nature.

	9. The Torah is the first text we know of that describes the creation of woman. Moreover, she is the pinnacle of Creation in the Torah.

	10. In the religious bibles of all other religions, the people of those religions are described positively. In the Torah, the Jews are constantly described in negative terms. It is inconceivable that Jewish authors would have depicted their own people as negatively as the Torah does.

	11. On the other hand, the Torah frequently depicts non-Jews in positive terms—often as the heroes. Noah was a not a Jew, nor were the Egyptian midwives. Jethro, Moses’s, father-in-law, was his closest confidant, mentor, and a Midianite priest. And, of course, Moses’s life was saved by the daughter of Pharaoh. Given their justified anger toward the Egyptians, why would a Jew later make up such a story?

	12. The Torah’s morality was unique. Its most frequently repeated law is to love the stranger. What other religious text had such a law? “Love your neighbor as yourself” comes from the Torah. Every ancient people had a flood narrative, but only in the Torah’s flood story does the deity save the hero because he was the most righteous person—rather than, for example, the handsomest or strongest.

	13. The Torah’s profundity about life is unmatched by any other literature. The rest of the Bible is a close second, but it is all based on the Torah. 

	14. Finally, the entire legal system of the West is based upon justice as it’s described in the laws of the Torah. No Torah, no Western civilization.
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