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To my twin sons, Miles and William –

may you grow to love the story of Scripture,

walk in the ways of the King,

and live as signs of his coming restoration.


Praise for All Things Restored

“It is a great joy to see the leadership and faithfulness of Pastor Sebastiaan Van Wessem. His steadfast commitment to the Kingdom of God, his love for Israel and the Jewish people, and his pursuit of biblical truth that brings believers into maturity are both rare and refreshing in our day. Pastor Sebastiaan carries the heart of a true shepherd – one who teaches not for applause, but to raise a people who walk in the fullness of God’s purposes. How inspiring to witness an international Christian leader in Europe and the nations taking up this torch – proclaiming God’s promises, standing with Israel, and preparing the Bride for her soon-coming King.”

Paul Wilbur

Worship leader, author and founder of Wilbur Ministries

“Few messages resonate more deeply with the human heart than the hope of what the Bible calls, ‘the restoration of all things.’ In a time when much of the Church has lost sight of the story that holds all things together, this work calls us back to the heartbeat of God’s redemptive plan. I’m grateful that Pastor Sebastiaan has written this; its message is not only vital, but timely and much needed in the Church today.” 

Joel Richardson

NYT bestselling author, teacher, and craftsman

“It’s indeed an honor for me to write an endorsement for Sebastiaan’s book. Sebastiaan is a brother who has been instrumental in the past. He has worked with our mission teams, both those based in Europe and those who travel from Africa to Europe occasionally.

I find his book All Things Restored quite fascinating. It’s not only timely but also prophetic. It explains a lot of mysteries that, when placed together, paint a glorious picture of God’s purposes and plans.

I love the way Sebastiaan threads the story of God’s plans and purposes right from Eden, through the birth of Israel as a nation, through the many lessons we learn from Israel’s journey, and ultimately to the birth of the church.

Indeed, everything is shown to be restorative. But even in this present age, the church has been rocked by antisemitism and replacement theology. I see this book as God’s intervention to take us back to the place of restoration and to be one new man in Christ. Finally, the book paints a clear path forward and shows how we should prepare for the return of our Lord Jesus and the dawn of eternity. This is a must-read, and I fully recommend it to anyone who is hungry for God’s plans.

Dr. John W. Mulinde

Founder and Global Overseer of World Trumpet Mission (Kampala, Uganda)

“Sebastiaan van Wessem has written a very profound work of theology. It presents a more adequate overall narrative on the story of Biblical redemption and restoration. It is in accord with other recent scholarly works and is very well documented in many sources. It is, in my view, a foundational work.”

Daniel Juster, Th.D.

Founding president of the Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations and Tikkun International

“In All Things Restored, Pastor Sebastiaan van Wessem offers a timely and thoughtful invitation for the global Church to rediscover the fullness of God’s redemptive story. His emphasis on unity, holiness, and the coming restoration of all things reflects the heart of the gospel and the hope of Jesus’ return. While this book approaches certain themes through a distinct theological lens, its call for humility, reconciliation, and renewed devotion to Christ is one that transcends boundaries and blesses the entire Body of Christ.”

Tim Timberlake

Senior pastor (Celebration Church of Jacksonville, Florida)

Author of The Bumpy Road to Better

“This remarkable work of pastor Sebastiaan van Wessem on the theme of ‘all things restored offers a profound and unifying vision which is drawing deeply from both Jewish and Christian theology. It bridges historical divides and illuminates the shared hope of divine restoration woven throughout the Scriptures. A timely inspiring contribution for scholars and seekers alike.”

Samuel Kidane

Director of Ethiopian Messianic Jewish Alliance

“Do you wonder how to makes sense of the raging debates over Jews and Israel in the Bible and how they relate to Jesus and the gospel? This elegant study, irenic in its treatment of clashing convictions, traces the story of restoration from Genesis to Revelation. It is attentive to the work of esteemed scholars and the plain sense of the biblical text. Every serious Christian should read it.”

Gerald McDermott, Ph.D.

Author of Israel Matters and A New History of Redemption

Distinguished professor of theology at Jerusalem Seminary and Reformed Episcopal Seminary

“Sebastiaan van Wessem weaves together Israel’s story, the Church’s calling, and the Kingdom’s hope into one redemptive thread. All Things Restored is a deeply biblical work that awakens faith in God’s promise to make all things new and brings coherence to the unfolding story of the Lord’s restoration of the nations. This book paves the way for a transformative journey for every follower of Jesus.”

Simon Hemsley

Lead pastor (His Church in Durban, South Africa)

“This is a well-researched, written and articulated narration of God’s Kingdom. Pastor Sebastiaan has presented, with clarity and simplicity the eternal message of hope and the new creation for the growth and strengthening of the believer! This is a great resource for the Church and a must read for everyone!”

Dixon Changara

Lead Pastor (Celebration Church of Zimbabwe)

“All Things Restored is a compelling invitation for the Church to rekindle its hope in the age to come. Sebastiaan van Wessem writes with theological depth, helping readers see the redemptive plan God has been telling us since the beginning. This book will awaken your faith and set your gaze firmly on the mission of Jesus. I wholeheartedly recommend it.”

Stacy Henagan

Senior pastor (KeyPoint Church in Arkansas) and author of Breathe Again
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	Preface

Writing this book has been both a theological and a deeply personal journey. Many people have played a part in it – through encouragement, insight, or simply patience.

To my wife Eva, whose interest in this project grew along the way, and who graciously put up with the many hours I spent writing, revising, and thinking aloud at odd moments. Thank you for your love, your patience, your understanding and your encouragement throughout this long process.

To Paul and Nate Wilbur, and to Simon Hemsley, whose friendship and spiritual insight were instrumental in the relaunch of what is now KNGDM Alliance. Their passion for reconciliation between Jewish and Gentile believers has profoundly shaped my own journey and helped anchor this movement in the story of God’s restoration. 

To Mario van Keulen, who worked tirelessly with me through the manuscript – reading, refining, and helping give structure and prophetic clarity to the ideas on these pages. Your friendship and wisdom have shaped this work in more ways than I can count.

To Daniel Juster and Gerald McDermott, for your encouragement along the way. Your confidence in my theological direction and your example as scholars helped me believe that this project was worth pursuing.

To all the friends, pastors, and colleagues who told me over the years – often after listening to my theological ramblings – “You really should write a book.” I was slow to listen but, in the end, I did!

A special word of thanks goes to my Celebration Church Netherlands family, and to all those in the KNGDM Alliance network who graciously became the first hearers of many of these ideas. You were my testing ground, conversation partners, and encouragers as the theology of this book began to take shape. Your faith, hunger for truth, and shared love for God’s Kingdom inspired me to keep writing.

This book was born out of a desire to help readers see the Bible as one great, unfolding story of restoration. When we read Scripture within its true contexts – historical, cultural, and covenantal – we discover a unified narrative revealing God’s faithfulness to Israel, to the nations, and to creation itself. I hope that this work will open eyes to the beauty of that story and renew hearts with the hope of all things restored.

— Sebastiaan van Wessem

Almere, The Netherlands


Introduction

I never thought I would sit down to write a book. I’ve always been the sort of person who gets distracted too easily for such a long project. Yet an idea kept stirring in my heart: the networks I lead and relate to around the world could use a clear and accessible book that lays out the framework of Restorationism – or restorationist theology – in one place.

A Revival and the Fallout

Since 2018, I’ve been on a journey of reconstruction – not deconstruction – of my Christian faith. Until then, I was deeply invested in the church-growth movement as a local pastor in Hilversum, the Netherlands. My focus was on making the church as seeker-friendly as possible, drawing as many people in as we could. It was a fruitful season, at least on the surface: many people came through the doors of our historic building, responded to altar calls, and were baptized. God moved powerfully. And yet, something still felt missing.

At times, while preaching or leading an altar call, I would hear myself saying things and wonder whether I still believed them in the way I once did. I never doubted the core truths of the faith, but I began to question how closely our expression of Christianity resembled the faith the apostles preached and practiced.

That same year, a revival broke out in one of the congregations in our network. It shook my theology. I began reading scholars who approached the Scriptures in their Ancient Near Eastern context. Around the same time, I developed friendships in Messianic Jewish circles. I began rethinking my views on the Sabbath, the biblical feasts, the Torah, and, most importantly, the Jewishness of Jesus.

In 2022, this revival came to an abrupt halt, and a Christian network that had emerged from it fell apart. I felt responsible for pastoring the relational network of leaders that remained. Two close friends from that network, Messianic Jewish worship leader Paul Wilbur and his son Nate, encouraged me to continue. I sensed the Lord drawing our focus toward Jerusalem, without yet understanding its prophetic significance.

“Who Do We Know in Jerusalem?”

I asked them the question: “Who do we know in Jerusalem?” That simple question set a new trajectory in motion. It led to a Zoom call in August 2022 with Asher Intrater and Ariel Blumenthal of Tikkun Global. I still remember the unstable internet connection from the Christian campsite in the east of my country. Three months later, my friend Pastor Simon Hemsley from Durban, South Africa, and I traveled to Jerusalem to meet our new Israeli friends in person. That trip changed me.

I discovered that leaders in the modern Messianic Jewish movement often read the Scriptures with a simplicity and clarity that arise from knowing the Torah and the prophets intimately, free from many of the Western theological filters through which I had been trained to read the Bible. I came to realize that many theologians and pastors around the world share a similar theological perspective. I noticed some of them coined the term “Restorationism,” drawn from Acts 3:21: “Heaven must take Him in until the time comes for the restoration of all things, which God announced long ago through His holy prophets” (BSB). This echoes the disciples' question after forty days of intense Kingdom teaching following Jesus’ resurrection: “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). Jesus did not rebuke their expectation. He only corrected their sense of timing. The timing was for the Father to decide. Their focus had to be on the mission Jesus gave them, one that stretched far beyond the borders of a restored Kingdom of Israel – even to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:7-8).1

What is Restorationism?

Restorationism is the conviction that God’s redemptive plan includes the renewal of both Israel and the Church, culminating in the return of Jesus and the final restoration of all things. It affirms God’s enduring covenant with Israel – including the Jewish people’s physical return to their land and spiritual renewal through faith in Messiah – while envisioning the Church restored to its apostolic roots of faith, unity, and power. Central to this vision is the “one new man” (Eph. 2:15): a reconciled Body of Jewish and Gentile believers, through whom God will reveal his glory in the last days.

This book is my attempt to spell out that vision clearly – for pastors, church leaders, scholars, as well as believers who want to take a deeper dive in Scripture. My hope is to build a bridge between Messianic Jewish and Gentile believers, and to spark further theological reflection and debate on this vital theme.

How is “Our” Restorationism Different?

The Restorationism explored in this book stands apart from earlier movements that have carried the same name. In church history, “Restorationism” has described various groups – especially in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries – that sought to recreate the form and practices of the early Church. Movements such as Stone-Campbell (Disciples of Christ, Churches of Christ), the Christadelphians, Latter-day Saints (Mormons), Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others aimed to restore primitive Christianity after centuries of decline, often rejecting creeds, traditions, and denominational structures, and sometimes claiming exclusive authenticity.

The Restorationism presented here moves in a different direction. It is not confined by ethnicity, denomination, nostalgia, or sectarianism. Rather than reconstructing an ancient model, it represents a theological vision shared by many followers of Jesus, Jewish and non-Jewish alike, who long to see God’s promises to Israel and the global Church fulfilled in harmony with the full witness of Scripture. It seeks to recover Christianity’s Jewish roots and the unified story of the Old and New Testaments, long obscured by later interpretations.

This restoration is holistic. It affirms God’s enduring covenant with Israel, the regathering and renewal of the Jewish people, the revitalization of the worldwide Church on apostolic foundations, and the reconciliation of Jew and Gentile in Messiah as “one new man” (Eph. 2:15). At its heart, it is a vision of unity in diversity, filled with hope and expectation for the day when the King returns and the world is made whole.

The Restorationism we present is not about nostalgia or exclusivity but about a living and biblical hope of restoration. It is the conviction that God’s purposes for Israel and the nations are once again converging in our day – signs of a divine story coming full circle. As the Church is being restored to her apostolic foundations and Israel is being awakened to her covenant destiny, both point toward the same glorious horizon: the final restoration of all things at the return of Jesus.


“Heaven must take Him in

until the time comes

for the restoration of all things,

which God announced long ago

through His holy prophets.”

(Acts 3:21 BSB).


Chapter 1

The Creator’s Purpose: Eden as the Prototype of Restoration

The Bible is much more than a collection of doctrines, laws, or moral tales. It is a unified story, a drama that begins in perfect harmony, is shattered by rebellion, and then moves relentlessly toward complete restoration. This story shapes everything: the way we see God, the way we see ourselves, and the way we see our mission in the world.

From Genesis to Revelation, Scripture traces a clear arc: creation, rebellion, redemption, and renewal. The story does not begin in a vacuum but in the beauty and order of a sacred garden called Eden. This first scene sets the trajectory of the entire biblical narrative. Eden is not simply “paradise lost.” It is the blueprint of God’s intent, the prototype of his Kingdom, and the destination toward which the story of redemption is headed.

Seeing the Bible as a single, coherent story is essential. Many modern readers approach it as a set of disconnected parts: laws here, promises there, moral examples scattered in between. But the ancient authors wrote within a narrative framework rooted in God’s ongoing covenant dealings with creation and his people. Understanding this storyline helps us avoid reading isolated fragments and instead see the unbroken flow of God’s purposes.

In this light, Eden is not just the beginning. It is also the goal. The entire history of redemption can be viewed as the story of God restoring his dwelling place with humanity in a temple-like new creation. That theme of restoration is the golden thread running through the Law and Prophets, the ministry of Jesus, the apostolic witness, and the prophetic visions of Revelation. From the first page to the last, the Bible ties the renewal of the world to the restoration of God’s presence among his people.

Seeing Scripture this way changes how we think about salvation and mission. The gospel is not an evacuation plan from creation but a rescue plan for creation. Our hope is not in an escape from this world but in the renewal of the world. Peter calls this “the restoration of all things” (Acts 3:21). To understand that restoration, we must return to where the story began: Eden, God’s first dwelling with humanity.

Eden as Temple and Sanctuary

Eden was not an ordinary garden. It was the first sacred space, the original meeting point of heaven and earth, where YHWH’s presence rested and his divine council gathered.2 The biblical author describes Eden with imagery that is later echoed in Israel’s tabernacle and temple. God “walks” in the garden (Gen.3:8), just as he “walks” in the tabernacle (Lev. 26:12). Eden’s entrance faces east, just like the tabernacle’s entrance (Gen. 3:24; cf. Ezek. 43:1-4). Cherubim are stationed as guardians in both places (Gen. 3:24; Ex. 25:18-22). These parallels are intentional. From the very beginning, the Bible uses temple language to show that God’s dwelling with humanity is a central theme.

Gordon Wenham observes, “The garden of Eden is not viewed by the author of Genesis simply as a piece of Mesopotamian farmland, but as an archetypal sanctuary – a place where God dwells and where man should worship him.”3 Michael Heiser adds, “Eden was God’s home on earth. It was his residence. And where the King lives, his [divine] council meets.”4 That means Eden is both the first temple and the pattern for every sanctuary to come.

In the ancient world, temples were often located on high ground to symbolize proximity to the gods.5 Many Jewish and Christian traditions connect Eden with a mountain, specifically Mount Moriah, later known as Mount Zion, which is the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The prophet Ezekiel links the images directly, describing Eden as “the garden of God” and “the holy mountain of God” (Ezek. 28:13-14). Ancient traditions from the Second Temple and early rabbinic era, such as Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer, even place Eden at the very site where the Jerusalem temple would one day stand, underscoring the continuity between God’s original habitation and his chosen place of worship.6

This “sacred geography” unites Eden and Zion into a single redemptive storyline: from the first garden-temple, through Israel’s sanctuary, to the New Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-4; Rev. 21:10). Even the rivers of Genesis 2 hint at this connection. One, the Gihon, has been identified by some ancient interpreters with Jerusalem’s Gihon Spring, the city’s ancient water source and a vital part of its temple rituals. Whether the geographical identification is precise or not, the symbolism is powerful: temple, spring, and mountain all come together as enduring images of God’s life-giving presence.7

Eden, then, is not just the backdrop for humanity’s beginning. It is the archetype of where creation is heading. Jerusalem stands as a prophetic echo of Eden, and points to the New Jerusalem where its consummation will be – a restored sacred city where God dwells with his people forever.

Humanity’s Priestly Calling and the Image of God

In the very beginning, humanity was created in the image of God (tselem elohim, Gen. 1:26-28) and entrusted with dominion over creation. This dominion was never intended as domination. It is sacred stewardship, a partnership with God in caring for what he has made. Genesis describes humanity’s vocation using priestly language: “to cultivate it and keep it” (Gen. 2:15 BSB). As G.K. Beale notes, the Hebrew verbs used here, ʿābad (“serve”) and šāmar (“guard”), commonly refer to priestly duties in Israel’s sanctuary, so the author of Genesis has sacred service in mind, not just agricultural labor (Num. 3:7-8; 18:5-6).8 Humanity’s task in Eden, then, was to be royal priests: representatives of God’s rule and caretakers of his temple-garden.

This priestly vocation reaches deeper than mere responsibility. In the ancient Near East, kings were often described as “images” of the gods, mediating the authority of the gods on earth. But Genesis democratizes this dignity: every human being, not just the elites, is called to image the God who created the universe, share his kingship, and reflect his character. As Michael Heiser writes, “We are God’s representatives on earth. To be human is to image God.”9 We are God’s representatives – his earthly council and administration. To bear God’s image is to actively participate in his purpose for creation.

Carmen Joy Imes takes this further by arguing that bearing God’s image includes bearing his name, which is a call to represent him relationally and ethically, to carry his reputation and character into the world. This priestly identity is not just about status. It is about vocation. Human beings are meant to be visible reminders of who God is – living as ambassadors, mediators, and witnesses to his justice, mercy, and holiness.10

This original purpose undergirds the whole biblical story. Sin distorts the image but redemption in Messiah restores it. In Jesus, humanity’s priestly calling is renewed, not just so that we could be saved individually but that our whole vocation of worship, stewardship, and witness can be restored (Rev. 21:22-27). The priesthood of all believers now means every follower of Jesus is called to take part in tikkun olam – repairing and restoring the world by extending God’s mercy, pursuing justice, and manifesting his presence.11 Our participation in God’s mission is not peripheral but central. We are called to help creation reflect the character and rule of its Creator (Micah 6:8).12

Becoming Part of God’s Family

To be created in God’s image is, at its core, to be welcomed into his family. From the opening chapters of Genesis throughout the whole Bible the relationship between the Creator and humanity is framed in terms of kinship: God as Father, humanity as his children (Luke 3:38). Just as children resemble their parents in appearance and character, human beings were meant to reflect their Father’s likeness and ways, both in who they are and in what they do.

This family identity is not static. It comes with a calling. To be a child of God is to take part in the “family business”: tending, governing, and blessing the earth under his authority. Michael Heiser describes Adam and Eve as “Yahweh’s choice to be steward-kings over a global Eden under his authority,”13 a role that combines both royal responsibility and intimate relationship. Eden, therefore, stands as the prototype of a family-Kingdom: God’s dwelling with his people, his reign mediated through his sons and daughters, and his presence filling creation.

The story of Scripture continually returns to this theme of divine family. Israel is called God’s “firstborn son” (Exod. 4:22; cf. Eph. 2:19), chosen to reflect his character to the nations. In the New Testament, believers, both Jews and Gentiles, are adopted into God’s household through Messiah Jesus, “the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom. 8:29; Gal. 4:4-7). Through union with him, the family Adam was meant to begin is finally restored and expanded.

This identity also transforms our posture in God’s mission. We are not distant subjects serving an impersonal ruler, but sons and daughters representing our Father’s interests in the world. We are his ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20). Our stewardship is relational, rooted in trust, love, and shared purpose, not in fear or compulsion. As members of God’s royal household, we bear his name and extend his blessings to the nations, anticipating the day when this reality reaches its fullness in the new creation, “when… the dwelling place of God is with man” (Rev. 21:3).

Exile from Eden: The First Rift

The narrative of Genesis quickly turns from intimate communion to a tragic disruption. The Fall (Gen. 3) damaged God’s original order, and the consequences reached every corner of creation. Yet this moment of rebellion is not an isolated event. Scripture traces a trilogy of primeval rebellions: humanity’s disobedience in Eden (Gen. 3), the corruption that brings the flood in Noah’s day (Gen.6:1-4), and the idolatrous unity at Babel (Gen. 11:1-9). Each episode deepens the separation between God and humanity, marking a pattern of exile and alienation.

Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the garden (Gen. 3:23-24) was far more than a change of location. It marked the loss of access to God’s presence, the loss of humanity’s priestly vocation, and the beginning of a deep rift within creation itself. Where humans had once enjoyed direct fellowship with God as royal priests, they were now driven east of Eden, exiled and longing for the restoration of all that had been lost.14

The exile motif becomes a central theme in the biblical story.15 We will see it again when Israel is expelled from the Promised Land. The theme of exile is used as a symbol for all kinds of alienation: spiritual, relational, and societal. Sin not only drives a wedge in the relationship between God and humanity but also breaks their relationships with one another and with creation. Paul describes this state as a life under the “domain of darkness” (Col. 1:13). The image of God in humanity is marred, and the mission to serve and reflect him is disrupted, leaving creation fractured and incomplete, longing for its renewal (Rom. 8:19-21).16 Yet even in exile, the promise of restoration begins to take root. The biblical drama now turns toward the hope that God will not abandon his family but will make a way for them back home.

The Restoration Theme Begins

Even in the midst of judgment, God plants a seed of hope. In Genesis 3:15, often called the protoevangelium (“first gospel”), God speaks of ongoing conflict between the serpent and the woman, and between their offspring: “he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” This promise, though brief and cryptic in its original setting, becomes the seedbed for the Bible’s restoration story.17

To ancient Israel and to the early Church, this verse signaled more than a clash of good and evil. It pointed to a final victory. The serpent, emblem of rebellion, would one day be crushed. Many Christian interpreters, from the Church Fathers to modern scholars, have understood the “seed of the woman” as a prophetic anticipation of Messiah, the one who would undo the damage of Eden, defeat the adversary, and restore creation to its intended harmony.18

This promise is important not just because it predicts victory but because it is the first hint of hope that runs through the whole Bible. Later prophetic passages pick up the theme: the son of David who will rule in righteousness (Isa. 9:6-7), the servant who will bring healing and justice to the nations (Isa. 42:1-9), the King whose reign will reverse the curse and bring peace even to creation itself (Isa. 11:1-9). The New Testament writers see these threads converging in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection begin the ultimate reversal of the tragedy of Eden and the other two primeval rebellions.

From this moment forward, the Bible’s narrative is set on a trajectory toward restoration. The exile from Eden will not be the final word: a Deliverer is promised, the enemy will be defeated, and the presence of God will once again dwell with his people.

Pastoral Reflection: Eden, Identity, and the Church Today

Why does the story of Eden matter for pastors and leaders today? Eden provides three essential anchors: identity, mission, and hope. First, Eden reframes our identity; it reveals who we truly are. We are not only defined as sinners in need of rescue but as image-bearers called to live as royal priests, destined to reign in Jesus’ name with his delegated authority (Rom. 5:17). When the Church understands itself in light of God’s original design rather than merely as exiles from Eden, it changes how we teach, disciple, and lead. Our message is not only about escape from sin but
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