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	DISCLAIMER


	While every attempt has been made to provide accurate and timely information in this book, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for errors, unintended omissions or commissions detected therein. The author and publisher make no representation or warranty with respect to the comprehensiveness or completeness of the contents provided.


	All matters included have been simplified under professional guidance for general information only without any warranty for applicability on an individual. Any mention of an organization or a website in the book by way of citation or as a source of additional information doesn’t imply the endorsement of the content either by the author or the publisher. It is possible that websites cited may have changed or removed between the time of editing and publishing the book.


	Results from using the expert opinion in this book will be totally dependent on individual circumstances and factors beyond the control of the author and the publisher.


	It makes sense to elicit advice from well informed sources before implementing the ideas given in the book. The reader assumes full responsibility for the consequences arising out from reading this book.


	For proper guidance, it is advisable to read the book under the watchful eyes of parents/guardian. The purchaser of this book assumes all responsibility for the use of given materials and information.


	The copyright of the entire content of this book rests with the author/publisher. Any infringement/transmission of the cover design, text or illustrations, in any form, by any means, by any entity will invite legal action and be responsible for consequences thereon.
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Publisher’s Note

Since the beginning of our operations in 2010, V&S Publishers has been devoted to bringing you one of the best and widest selections of books from across reading genres. Our work is defined by our very name, Value and Substance (V&S), which is at the heart of the books we publish. In becoming one of the leading publishers of general trade books in the mass-appeal genre in India, we have focused on developing a repertoire of titles that not just seek to inspire our readers to grow and flourish in life, but also spark a love for varied cultures and languages. Today, our catalogue has expanded to more than 1000 titles, across the categories of academic, children’s stories, parenting, popular science, religion and spirituality, self-improvement, and many more.

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, the father of the constitution of largest democracy, was a man of vision and perseverance. Born in a scheduled caste, he witnessed sheer discrimination in a class based discriminatory Hindu society. He decided to stand against and dedicated his life for the upliftment of the oppressed. He became a lawyer, establish many organizations for the cause, battled in a legal way for the reforms and steered the drafting of the constitution. He faced many challenges from his contemporaries like Gandhi when he demanded reservation for the lower caste.

This biography of BABA SAHEB delves deep into the personal and political dimensions of his life encompassing the discrimination he faced all his life being a Dalit Hindu to the point where he chose to convert to Buddhism.

His life and legacy continues to inspire generations and guide bureaucrats while making policies for the masses.

We sincerely hope our effort in bringing out this offering will be greeted by the warm and enthusiastic reception of our readers.
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Childhood and Early Life

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar was born on 14th April in 1891 in the cantonment town of Mhow - formally known as Dr. Ambedkar Nagar in the present day in Madhya Pradesh, to Bhimabai and Ramji Ambadvekar. He was the fourteenth and the last child of Ramji Maloji Sakpal and Bhimabai. Here, it is worth mentioning that there is an interesting anecdote associated with the birth of Ambedkar.
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Dr. Ambedkar’s place of birth at Mhow, Madhya Pradesh

The story goes that there was an uncle of Ramji Sakpal who had renounced his worldly possessions and had become an ascetic. One day in Mhow, a relative of Ramji Sakpal caught the sight of him while on the way to the river for washing. Upon being informed about his uncle, Ramji rushed out to meet his uncle. It was during this meeting that Ramji’s uncle bestowed a boon on him that a son will be born in his family and that he shall, create history one day. Soon after, Ambedkar - a babbling infant who would one day go on to serve as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Constitution of India was born.

Family Roots

Ambedkar was born in the Dalit Mahar caste, a community that was ill treated as untouchables and subjected to socioeconomic discrimination. His family held a position of consequence in their ancestral village, Ambavade, which is located near Mandangad, in the Ratnagiri district. His family held a prestigious position of keeping the palanquin that was used to carry the village goddess. Ambedkar’s grandfather was a retired military man and one of local repute. He had several children, of which only Ramji Sakpal and his sister, Mira, survived to adulthood.

It is interesting to note that Ambedkar’s family practised the Bhakti school of thought, which, was influenced by the teachings of the 15th century poet saint Kabir Das. Characterised by benevolence, compassion, and submission to God, this school of thought, taught its followers to reject the caste system and follow the footsteps of Kabir. As a result, the followers of the Bhakti school believed that anyone who prayed to God belonged to Him, irrespective of their caste.

The Bhakti school of thought also had a huge influence over Ambedkar’s mother, Bhimabai and her family. She belonged to the Murbadkar caste, which was considered as untouchable. Bhimabai came from a rich, well-to-do family settled in Murbad village, which is today located in the Thane district of Maharashtra. Her father and uncles served as Subedhar-Majors in the army. The Bhakti school of thought also had a huge influence over Ambedkar’s mother, Bhimabai and her family. They were ardent followers of Bhakti philosophy and often engaged in debate and discussion over its ideals and principles.

Early Years

When Ambedkar was two years old, his father had retired from the army. The family then moved to Dapoli in the Konkan region. By the time Ambedkar turned five, he was admitted to a local school where he began his primary education. His father soon moved to Satara where he had landed a job.

Soon after moving to Satara, a tragedy befell the family with the death of Bhimabai. Ambedkar was left motherless at the tender age of six. At this time, the couple had five surviving children out of their 14 kids. These were Balram (the eldest son), Anandrao, Manjula, Tulsi, and Bhimrao, who was the youngest among his siblings. After Bhimabai’s death, Ramji Sakpal’s sister, Mira, moved in with the family to take care of the children. As time passed, young Bhim quickly became his aunt’s favourite.


From Ambavadekar to Ambedkar

The original surname of Ambedkar was ‘Ambavadekar’, derived from the name of his ancestral village, Ambavade, in the Ratnagiri district. However, out of great affection for young Bhim, his teacher, Mahadev Ambedkar, changed his surname from ‘Ambavadekar’ to ‘Ambedkar’ in the school records.



Ambedkar experienced his first brushes with caste discrimination when he started attending school. He, along with other students, who belonged to the lower castes, were segregated from the students who belonged to upper castes. They were treated as untouchables and made to sit separately. In his later writings, Ambedkar described that they were not allowed to touch the vessel containing water, and that a person from a higher caste would pour out water to drink for them from a height. So, on the days when the school peon was not available, they would go without water the whole day. They also did not receive much attention from their teachers owing to their caste.

The Role of Ramji Sakpal

Ramji Sakpal brought up his children with great diligence, ensuring that each of them was firmly grounded in religious life. The family’s routine usually began with him singing spiritual hymns in the morning, accompanied by the children, and then again in the evening. He also recited the Ramayana and Mahabharata to his children every day to inculcate spiritual values in them. He was a strict disciplinarian who made sure the children went to bed early every day and devoted sufficient time to their studies. Ramji Sakpal taught his children Marathi and helped them with English and Arithmetic.

For as many as 14 years, Ramji Sakpal worked as a headmaster in a military school. He was promoted to the rank of a Subedhar-Major in the 2nd Grenadiers. However, when the government prohibited the recruitment of Mahars in the army in 1892, he participated in a protest against the order. He also went on to assist in the drafting of a petition to the government; to withdraw the order. The humanitarian work of Ramji Sakpal and his selfless approach towards working for the betterment of society sowed the seeds of revolutionary ideas that would inspire young Bhim to walk a path of truth, equity, and justice in life.
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Education and Career

While in Satara, young Bhim started going to high school with his elder brother. However, it was during his school-going years that he experienced the stigma associated with untouchability at close quarters. Countless incidents left Ambedkar disappointed at the lack of social justice and the inability of untouchables to progress in society. Time and again, he suffered discrimination not just at the hands of his classmates and teachers, but also people from day-to-day life that all shaped his personality through adolescence and early adulthood.

As a child, Ambedkar was inventive and unafraid to speak his mind. There are many anecdotes from his childhood that shine light on his fearless attitude of meeting challenges. Right from a young age, he showed a defiant attitude towards those who dictated norms of conduct and behaviour. In one such instance, a barber refused to cut his hair claiming that cutting Bhim’s hair would make his razor impure owing to him being an untouchable - and that he would rather shave a buffalo. Such experiences left an indelible mark on the child’s mind about the harsh reality of the Indian caste system.

Life Takes a Turn

However, it is interesting to note that young Bhim didn’t make great progress in school. To the contrary, he spent more time indulging in his hobbies, notably gardening, and spent all his savings on buying plants. During this phase of his life, Ambedkar also went through emotional turmoil as his father decided to
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