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  Veselin Topalov

  Veselin Topalov (1975) is a Bulgarian chess grandmaster, a former #1 in the world rankings and a former World Champion. He is a very energetic player, always looking for interesting moves, complicated positions and fighting chances. He never gives up and plays for a win with both the white and the black pieces.

  Topalov became the FIDE World Chess Champion by winning the FIDE World Chess Championship 2005 tournament in San Luis, Argentina. He lost his title a year later in a match against Vladimir Kramnik.

  According to FIDE, which began ranking chess players in 1971, Topalov has been #1 for 27 months (in 2006/2007 and 2008/2010). Only Kasparov, Karpov, Fischer and Carlsen have reigned longer.

  Topalov has won dozens of tournaments, including Linares 2005 (joint first with Kasparov), Wijk aan Zee 2006 (joint first with Anand) and Wijk aan Zee 2007 (joint first with Aronian and Radjabov), Linares 2010 and Norway Chess 2015.

  Try this training app and play the same winning moves as Veselin Topalov. This app offers you one hundred training exercises, in positions where Topalov turned the game in his favour. The puzzles start at a moderate level and gradually get more difficult. Don't give up!


  
    Excercise 1
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 1
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    Veselin Topalov (2784) - Sergei Zhigalko (2661)
         

    Kiev rapid 2013

  

  
    54.♕f6+!
                             54.♕f6+ ♔h5 55.g4+ fxg4+ 56.fxg4# 

  


  
    Excercise 2
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 2
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    Veselin Topalov (2784) - Evgeny Tomashevsky (2709)
         

    Kiev rapid 2013

  

  
    44.♕e3!
  


  
    Excercise 3
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 3
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    Veselin Topalov (2775) - Vladimir Kramnik (2785)
         

    Monte Carlo rapid 2011

  

  
    60.♘f4+!
                             60.♘f4+ ♔f6 61.♖xd4 White wins 

    60.♘e7+?! ♔f6 61.♘g8+ ♔e5 

  


  
    Excercise 4
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 4
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    Veselin Topalov (2733) - Giovanni P Vescovi (2585)
         

    Moscow 2001

  

  
    27.♕e4! ♘f6 28.♕xa8
                             and White won.

  


  
    Excercise 5
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 5
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    Veselin Topalov (2733) - Juan Facundo Pierrot (2427)
         

    Moscow 2001

  

  
    29.♕d5! ♖f8
                             29...♖a7 30.♘c6 ♕c7 31.♘xa7 ♕xa7 32.♕xe5 White wins 

  


  
    Excercise 6
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 6
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    Veselin Topalov (2690) - Miguel Illescas Cordoba (2600)
         

    Cala Galdana 1999

  

  
    22.♘f6+!
                             22.♘f6+ gxf6 23.♖xe3 White wins 

  


  
    Excercise 7

  

  
    [image:  ]
    White to move

  


  
    Solution 7
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    Veselin Topalov (2816) - Shanglei Lu (2599)
         

    FIDE World Cup Baku 2015

  

  
    25.♕xc7! ♖xc7 26.♘a6
  


  
    Excercise 8
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 8
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    Veselin Topalov (2752) - Alexander Morozevich (2770)
         

    World Championship Rapid Astana 2012

  

  
    42.♖xc6!
                             42.♖xc6 ♕xc6 43.♕d8+ ♕e8 44.♖h8# 

  


  
    Excercise 9
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    White to move

  


  Hopefully you have enjoyed the magnificent tactics of Veselin Topalov. 

  
Please let other chess players know about this collection of exercises and rate the book. 

  
You can develop your chess with our other books as well. New In Chess has published dozens of chess books on opening theory, middlegame strategy and endgame practice. Please visit our website www.newinchess.com to find out which titles might best suit your style.

  
New In Chess magazine is read by club players in 116 countries. The magazine is published 8 times a year and has regular contributions from all the world's best players like Magnus Carlsen, Vladimir Kramnik, Levon Aronian, Vishy Anand, Hikaru Nakamura,Veselin Topalov,Fabiano Caruana, Alexander Grischuk, Hou Yifan and Judit Polgar. 

  
The Dutch super GM”s Anish Giri and Jan Timman are contributing editor and senior editor respectively.
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