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​Preface


As a preface to this work, I want to
acknowledge three points.  The first is that I fully appreciate the irony that
the act of discussing the Plutonian polarity between transformation and
regression that I have identified as operating within the construct of the
Uranus-Pluto conjunction, indeed, contributes to that polarization.  I also
recognize that I am not a neutral observer, a mere chronicler of that
polarity.  I have made the value judgment to side with the forces of
transformation and my writing inevitably reflects that viewpoint.  Though I
have tried to maintain an objective tone, it would be self-delusion not to see
that there is an underlying subjectivity behind my analysis.


While I have tried my best to deal
compassionately with the regressive pole, there is no getting away from the
fact that, within the paradigm I have constructed, that pole is defined by a
psychological and spiritual dysfunctionality.  I also fully recognize and own
that placing that value judgment on the polarity produced by the Uranus-Pluto
dynamic is essentially arrogant.  I apologize if my presentation of the
regressive psychic forces offends anyone, but at the same time I stand by my
analysis.


The second point is that – as I state
elsewhere in the text – the polarity in the collective consciousness that was
formed from the energy of the Uranus-Pluto conjunction has expressed itself in
increasingly political terms.  The element of politics was always there. 
During the conjunction a number of the movements that were generated or
accelerated during the time of the conjunction involved political action.  As
time progressed, the polarized forces of Uranus-Pluto energy coalesced around
the two main political parties.  Thus, it is impossible to discuss the events
flowing from the Uranus-Pluto conjunction without contextualizing them in the
political contests of the late 20th and 21st centuries. 
However, this book is not meant to be a political statement, nor is the
assignment of the regressive and reactionary Uranus-Pluto energy to
conservative and Republican political causes meant to argue a political point. 
It is simply that the entwinement of the polarized Uranus-Pluto dynamics with
political causes makes it impossible to separate the two.


The third point is that this work is heavily
U.S.-centric.  There are other parts of the world that are discussed – China,
Southeast Asia, Paris.  However, my knowledge of the events and movements that
could be connected to the Uranus-Pluto conjunction in large parts of the world
is lacking.  This includes Latin America and Canada, Africa, Australia, most of
Asia, Russia, and most of Europe.  Whether this is explained by my lack of
awareness of the synchronicity of the conjunction with mundane occurrences in
those parts of the world or by a geographic concentration of the “influence” of
the conjunction in the U.S. is left for others to decide.


 


​Prologue and Acknowledgements


​I owe the idea for this
book to Richard Tarnas and the work that he published on Uranus-Pluto cycles in
his book, Cosmos and Psyche: Intimations of a New World Order.  While he
explores the cycles involving all of the outer and transitional (Jupiter and
Saturn) planets, I was most intrigued by his theories about the energies
unleashed when Uranus and Pluto form conjunctions and oppositions.


Although he references earlier periods during
which Uranus was conjunct Pluto, Tarnas concentrates on the 1960s (the last
Uranus-Pluto conjunction) and the 1790s (when Uranus and Pluto were opposed),
as well as the two periods of intense Uranus-Pluto interaction that occurred in
between – in 1845-1856 and 1896-1907.  Having come of age during the sixties, I
particularly resonated with Tarnas’ analysis of the role of Uranus and Pluto
during this period.  Taking Tarnas’ work as a starting point, I became interested
in exploring the astrological dynamics of the sixties from the vantage point of
my own understanding of Uranus and Pluto as symbolizing Transformative
energies.


Though I’ve approached the Uranus-Pluto
dynamic from a depth astrology perspective, Tarnas’ analysis clearly has
informed my understanding of the way that the energies symbolized by Uranus and
Pluto played out during the sixties.  In Cosmos and Psyche, Tarnas
distills the meanings astrologically associated with the two planets into
defining archetypes – ​Prometheus for Uranus and Dionysus
for Pluto.


Prometheus embodies the qualities of
rebelliousness, freedom, and progress, especially scientific and technological
progress.  The scientific and technological progress associated with
Uranus/Prometheus results from the freedom to innovate, being liberated from
accepted constructs in order to pursue new ideas. Prometheus aided Zeus in
rebelling against and overthrowing Kronos (Saturn) and then rebelliously stole
fire from the gods with the purpose of liberating humanity from abject toil. 
Fire can legitimately be seen as fundamental to all subsequent technological
innovation.  Prometheus also suggests the Uranian quality of revelation, as a
gift from a higher plane (fire was brought down from the heavens and given to
humanity), as well as of self-sacrificing service to humanity (Prometheus paid
a price for his audacity by being chained to a rock , with his liver
perpetually being devoured by an eagle).   Prometheus is also an intense
figure, passionate and with a sense of urgency, exemplifying the sudden and insistent
energy associated with Uranus breakthroughs.​(1)


​Dionysus is the
bacchanalian god of wine-making, fertility, and religious ecstasy.  The
Dionysian impulse can be closely associated with the id, the unconscious,
irrational power that compulsively drives the instinct for survival, whether
through reproduction of the species or dominance over what would appear to
threaten our survival.  Another expression of the Dionysian impulse is being
overcome by a power or force that is beyond our control.  Thus, the Plutonian
archetype embodies the idea of elemental power and an intensity that is fueled
by that power, subject only to its own will to power and oblivious to any
rational control.  With nothing to check this primal power, the Plutonian
energy easily goes to extremes.  Extreme force can lead to wanton destruction,
or a purging of the obsolete constructs that litter the settled landscape. 
After such total destruction comes rebirth and renewal, the opportunity to
transform what has been acted upon.  All of the qualities that we associate
with Pluto can be tied to the archetype of Dionysian frenzy.(2)​


Tarnas posits that, during the Uranus-Pluto
conjunction, or other “hard” aspects between the two planets, the Promethean
and Dionysian forces combine and interact with each other in specific ways that
bring about, or are synchronous with, periods of societal upheaval and change. 
He identifies two vectors of Uranus-Pluto dynamic.  ​One
is the Plutonian/Dionysian impulse acting on the Uranian/Promethean archetype
(written as Pluto→Uranus).  When this vector is active, the Promethean impulses of
rebellion, innovation, and social change are empowered by the Dionysian forces
symbolized by Pluto.  Forces bringing about social unrest, challenges to the
status quo, new ideas and new ways of doing things, brilliant insights and
seemingly whole-cloth ideologies not only are intensified during these periods,
but they become powerful forces capable of initiating real change.


​The second vector is
the Uranian/Promethean force acting upon the Plutonian/Dionysian energy
(written as Uranus→Pluto).  Normally, the Dionysian impulses within society are kept
under control, either by being channelized (e.g., into sex or war) or by being
suppressed or oppressed.  During periods of strong Uranus-Pluto contact, those
forces of the collective id are liberated.   They come out into the open and
are more freely expressed.  They gain a certain legitimacy within the context
of the social revolution associated with the Promethean archetype.​(3)


The two vectors support each other, forming a
virtuous (or vicious) cycle.  The liberation of Plutonian energy empowers the
Uranian drive for change, and the more liberated atmosphere created by the
Uranian energy allows the Dionysian energy to more freely express itself. 
Typically, in the beginning, the two vectors support a period of blossoming,
optimism, greater freedom, progressivism, and the autonomy of social change
agents.  However, because the cycle is feeding on itself, amplifying the
energies associated with each planet, things tend to get out of hand.  The
Plutonian energy becomes more irrational and less controllable, while the
Uranian energy becomes more radical and less moored to societal norms.  When
this occurs, the destructive, shadow-side attributes of each planet come to the
fore and what often develops is a crisis that brings an (apparent) end to the
eruption of Uranus-Pluto energy.  This is not always the case with Uranus-Pluto
contacts, but when it does occur, it is notable.


During periods of strong Uranus-Pluto contact,
the energies associated with their archetypes and how they interact and support
each other dominate the zeitgeist of that era.  History is swept along
by cosmic forces.  Tarnas notes that individuals who play a prominent role in
the Uranian and Plutonian phenomena of the times were often born during the
previous period of Uranus-Pluto contact.


To the extent that Tarnas concentrates on
individuals as exemplars of the Uranus-Pluto force, whether deliberately or
not, Tarnas seems to employ the “great man” theory of history in his narrative.
The “great man” theory holds that throughout history there arise great men
(and, in the historical narrative, they are almost always men) who embody the
spirit of the times and whose actions are pivotal to shaping the course of
history.  Whether the “great man” shapes the historical imperative or the
historical imperative shapes the “great man” can be debated.  Tarnas links the
“great man” to the prevailing zeitgeist astrologically so that the
origin of both is found in the Uranus-Pluto contact and what it symbolizes.


Tarnas’ theory of cycles of revolution,
progress, and fundamental social change coinciding with strong Uranus-Pluto
contacts does an excellent job of explaining the explosion of new ideas and
innovation that occurs during these periods and the power that they possess. 
What is missing is a comparable explanation for the historical reaction that
inevitably occurs during and following these cycles.


One could look for an explanation within the
Uranus-Pluto phenomenon itself: that the excesses unleashed by the
Promethean-Dionysian energies naturally produce a reaction, which then works to
counter the Uranus-Pluto impulse.  One could also seek an astrological
explanation involving the naturally opposing force of Saturn to the energies of
the outer planets.  Saturn represents the status quo, the Establishment, and
when it is threatened by the social and political upheaval associated with
strong Uranus-Pluto contacts, it sets up a strong barrier to resist change.


These explanations certainly have validity. 
However, I will posit that there is something much deeper that is going on.  I
will propose that the historical and societal reaction to the revolutionary
ideas and actions associated with the Uranus-Pluto energy is rooted in the
dynamics of the personal psyche. The collective actions taken to counter and
oppose the Uranian-Plutonian fervor of the age are reflections of an
existential angst that arises from the implications of the Uranian-Plutonian
breakthroughs as much as from fear and loathing of the revolutionary actions
themselves.


Besides those authors acknowledged in the text
whose works I have drawn from, I want to thank Petr at the online platform
AstroSeek for permission to use the horoscope charts calculated on that
platform.










 


​Part
I – Introduction and Theory


 


​Chapter 1 – Cosmos and
Microcosmos


To begin to understand the dynamics that
result in a shadow-side reaction to the positive​(4) flow of
Uranian-Plutonian energy, we will explore the relationship between the cosmic
consciousness and the microcosm that is the human mind.  This relationship
forms the essential structure of the cosmos.  Cosmos deserves some definition
because the term can be ambiguous.  This is because there are infinite layers
of consciousness and our earth-plane, the world we know, is but a small speck in
the ocean of cosmic consciousness.  For our purposes in this book, however, we
shall confine the idea of cosmos to consciousness that is relevant to the earth
project.


Adopting this limitation to the idea of cosmos
makes sense because astrology is limited to this earth-plane level of
consciousness.  The astrological symbol set and its workings and combinations
is synchronous to life on earth and to the workings of human consciousness. 
While defining cosmos as related to the world (the world that we experience on
this level of consciousness), we do not diminish the existence of other worlds
and other planes of consciousness.  In fact, the boundaries of cosmos, as we
will use the term here, are porous in that, at its higher levels, our cosmos
opens out (or in) to higher realms of consciousness.  We must also acknowledge
that our cosmos does not exist independently of “larger” cosmic systems.  One
model that is useful to convey this idea is that of each level of consciousness
being a reflection of the one above it.


All that said, we will not stress about
whether things we will describe may be taking place at levels of consciousness
above our own cosmos.  We’ll just assume that our cosmos is a black box for now
and that the stories playing out in cosmos and microcosmos are all going on
within that black box.  In this spirit, the reader is cautioned against
applying linear logic to the understanding of the cosmos-microcosmos that we
will try to convey. For, the cosmos-microcosmos model itself has multiple
levels of consciousness and the realities of this phenomenon can best be
described using analogy and myth.


Also, before presenting this construct, I must
emphasize that it is a mental construct and, therefore, inherently imperfect
and incomplete—and ultimately untrue, for the Truth cannot be comprehended by
the mind.  Yet, such constructs must function for us to gain some understanding
of the cosmic dynamics in play.  Therefore, I present this as a framework of
reference that is at least as valid as any other frame of reference and,
hopefully, quite useful.


​Early in their
career, the rock band, The Bee Gees, released a song called I Started
a Joke.​(5)  The protagonist in the song laments that the
joke they started has turned on them.  In fact, they have become imprisoned in
that joke and now whatever they do produces its opposite effect.  The joke is Duality,
which sets up the illusion of self and other.  Duality also generates a large
number of impossible-to-solve paradoxes that will throw the intellect down
endless rabbit holes.


The song is an allegory for the myth​(6)
of the world being created as a cosmic joke. In the song, the Jokester finds
themself trapped in their own conundrum.  The butt of this joke is the ego,
which is a necessary outcome of Duality.  All suffering is due to the ego, but
since the ego is an illusion, so it its suffering, which is part of the joke. 
To liberate the creation from the dreadful implications of the joke, the ego
must die, which means it will no longer be around to “enjoy” the show.


​A very important axiom
for understanding the cosmos-microcosmos is that the mind always thinks within
itself.  This is self-evident at our human level.  All of our thoughts are
internal.  Thoughts are produced by, and live within, our mind.


We have talked about the cosmos being a level
of consciousness.  In other words, the cosmos before it is anything else is
mind.  Whether the world is a joke or a dream, the cosmos thinks the
world into existence.  Since a mind always thinks within itself, the thoughts
of the cosmos are all contained within the cosmos.


What is within the cosmos?  The world, and
everything and everybody in it.  Thus, we can say that we are all the thought
of the cosmic mind, and all of our perceived reality is the thought of the
cosmic mind.


Given that the world is thought, and
everything within the world is thought, it can be said that, in reality, there
is nothing but thought existing in the world.  Material forms are only an
illusion of solidity and of separate existence created by thought. 
Furthermore, since each sentient being is a thought of the cosmic mind, each
sentient being participates in the cosmic mind.  In other words, there is a
direct connection between individual sentient consciousness and cosmic
consciousness.  Since we are concerned here about human history, we’ll talk
from now on about human consciousness and the cosmos (not discounting that
other species have forms of sentient consciousness, also).​(7)


What then, is the relationship between human
consciousness and cosmic consciousness?  The answer depends upon on what level
of consciousness the question is asked, or from what viewpoint it is being
answered.  From the viewpoint of the cosmos, each individual mind is a particle
of the cosmic mind.  From this point of view, individuals receive their mental
conditioning from the cosmic mind.  The cosmos is in control, and the
individual precipitations of the cosmos (being thoughts of the cosmic mind)
ultimately derive all of their mental content from the cosmos; and, of course,
it is this mental content that guides the decisions and actions taken by the
individual in the world.


If all this suggests predestination, we are
going to put aside the question of free will versus predestination because it
is just too thorny to address here.  Suffice it to say that there is a flow of
mental energy that proceeds from the cosmos to the microcosmos. This flow,
however, is largely “hidden” from the microcosmic recipient.  It is in the
cosmos’ interest to perpetuate the illusion of individual autonomy, the ego. 
More will be said about this later.


From the perspective of human history, this
flow from the cosmos to the microcosmos shows itself as individuals swept up in
the tide of history.  We see throughout history powerful movements taking
place.  Often, such movements are powered by ideas.  These may be concrete and
discrete ideas, or they may be overarching such as the zeitgeist or
Oswald Spengler’s concept of a world idea whose working out results in the
blossoming of great cultures and civilizations.  Sometimes these movements are
independent of any humanly conceived construct, such as the forces of climate
that cause mass migrations to occur.  At other times these overpowering
movements are the result of complex forces and cumulative decisions, such as
when wars occur.


In all these circumstances, the flow of
“power” and agency is from cosmos to microcosmos.  In astrological terms,
individuals are seemingly caught up in and experience the energies that are
unleashed when planetary configurations occur. A more accurate depiction would
be to say that individuals synchronously respond to the cosmic energies
symbolized by a particular planetary configuration.  Thus, Tarnas and others
can speak of human events, phenomena of history, that correspond to planetary
cycles, especially outer planet cycles.


There is another perspective, however, from
which we can view the cosmos-microcosmos relationship.  This is the perspective
in which the collective microcosmos informs and, in a sense, is the
cosmos.  If the microcosmos cannot be separated from the cosmos, then the
cosmos cannot be separated from the microcosmos.  Although we may say that the
whole is greater than the sum of its parts, we would be hard pressed to say
that the whole can be radically different than the sum of its parts.  In this
model,  “power” or agency proceeds from the collection of microcosms to the
cosmos.  Similar to the protagonist in I Started a Joke, the cosmos is
trapped by the collective state of the microcosms that it has spawned within
itself.


This phenomenon is illustrated in the idea of
the fragmented self, or the self in need of becoming whole.  Consciousness is
said to be fragmented when its parts are unintegrated and in conflict with one
another.  This idea of unintegrated parts informs the mental health therapy
model of Internal Family Systems.  Individuals who have unintegrated
subpersonalities that are often in conflict with one another lack wholeness.


Just as the microcosmic mind may be fragmented
and at war with itself, so the collective cosmos has historically been
fragmented and at war with itself.  From one point of view, the overwhelming
presence of fragmented, dysfunctional microcosmic psyches collectively combine
to produce a cosmos that is fragmented and dysfunctional.  This is then
reflected in historical schisms and perpetual human conflict. It is important
to note that, seen from this perspective, disruptions in the cosmos proceed
from disruptions in the microcosmos, collectively expressed.


At the risk of repeating myself, I would like
to offer another view of the relationship between cosmos and microcosmos.  This
construct is based on the concept of radical monotheism.  When we say that “God
is One without another,” this means that there is only the One
Existent.  Given this, the individual self must be seen as a precipitation or a
particle of the One, ultimately inseparable in essence from the One.  Whether
this individual self has any reality we will not attempt to solve but it is
clear that the self has no reality apart from the One.  When the self believes
in its own separate existence, this is what is known as ego.


Ego, therefore, is an illusion, or unreality. 
At some point, we assume that ego was/is a necessary illusion in order for a
creation to exist (specifically, for our purposes, the earth-plane).  In order
for there to be a subject whose object is a manifest creation, there must be
the illusion of separation between subject and object.  Even (at some stage, at
least) for there to be a being capable of conceiving/worshipping/loving/knowing
the Divine, there must be some type of separation into I and Thou.  Thus, it
can be said that “after” the creation of individual self(ves) by the One, we
were given the covering of ego, the illusion of separation, as we descended
into lower realms of consciousness.


However, the ego is problematic (as we saw in The
Bee Gees song).  Among a host of problems is that the self inherently knows
that the ego is not real, because ultimately the self is the Self, the One, and
there is no separation in Reality.  However, once the ego realizes that it is
not real, the “game” of creation is spoiled (even if we intellectually know
that the ego is not real, our behavior typically shows that the ego has not
fully realized this truth, so we go on playing the game despite ourselves).


The mind is constantly vigilant to protect the
ego against the self-knowledge of its own non-existence.  The cosmos (or
Universal Mind, of which the personal mind is an agent) has created massive and
complex defenses surrounding the ego.  This may be compared to a series of
fortifications within fortifications within fortifications ad infinitum. 
These defenses, which are embedded in the personal mind, the microcosmos,
effectively constitute our experience of the world—an experience of
ego-existence.


​Paradoxically, at the
same time that the cosmos is defending the ego against the knowledge of its own
illusoriness, there is a pull coming from or through Universal Mind for the
self to return to a state of Unity.  It can be said that the cosmos, too, is
tired of this cosmic game but is incapable of ending it (exactly the message of
I Started a Joke).  Or, it can be said that the Spirit (which is a level
of consciousness beyond the world-soul cosmos) wishes to recall the soul (the
pure self, or Their particularized attention) back to Themself and uses the Universal
Mind as a necessary vehicle to fulfill this purpose.


All this brings us to establish the construct
through which we will view the dynamic of the psychic energy associated with
outer planetary configurations.  This construct is that there are two opposing
forces acting upon the consciousness (soul, or the essential nature of the
microcosmos).  One is the force that is pulling the soul towards Return, toward
a reabsorption into the One.  The other is the force that is perpetuating the
illusion of the separate self, the ego.  Within this construct, we can perceive
that the task of the force of Return is to dismantle the defenses of the ego, to
free the self from its attachment to illusion, and to elevate human
consciousness to progressively higher levels.  The task of the opposing force
is to continue to protect the ego, to resist the force of Return, and to
further embroil the ego in its attachment to illusion.


Viewed through this lens, each of the outer
planets symbolizes a transformative force acting to liberate the self from the
bonds of the ego, plus a counter force acting to enslave the self to the ego
and entrap the soul even more completely within the boundaries of the material
world and consensual reality (the perception that the world of sense experience
constitutes reality).  The interplay between these two diametric forces creates
a third dynamic—one which incorporates elements of both the pull toward the
Divine and the pull toward the mundane.  In this third dynamic, the
transformative force is sublimated (or diverted) into activity that relieves
the psychological pressure on the soul to escape the material world and on the
ego to self-destruct.  At the same time, this sublimation of the transformative
force can be seen as a positive evolution of the self and a step toward its
liberation from the ego.


​Thus, we can
look at the “effects” of the outer planets—especially when their energies
combine through conjunction or hard aspect—as manifesting in three basic
phenomena.  These are: transformation, resistance, and positive sublimation. 
We qualify the latter with the term “positive” because resistance often takes
the form of negative sublimation, or diversion into dysfunctional or
self-destructive activities.  In this book, we will explore these three
“effects” by examining the dynamics associated with Uranus-Pluto contacts from
the conjunction of the mid-sixties to the trine of the 2020s.  However, we will
focus on positive sublimation and resistance, because transformation occurs at
the individual level, and it is positive sublimation and resistance that
visibly manifest in the mundane world.


 


​Chapter 2 – Fresh Garbage


​In the band, Spirit’s,
1968 song, Fresh Garbage, they ask us to look at the things that we
didn’t totally consume.  In one interpretation of this song (to be found in my
book, The Pouring, or How the Universal Mind Reached Out to a Generation: a
Commentary on the Lyrics of the Sixties), the lyrics warn against letting
our subconscious become a dumping ground for unprocessed negativity.  Processing
negativity means dealing with uncomfortable energy.  That energy may not be
essentially negative, but we react to it negatively.  In fact, some would say
that there is no energy that is essentially negative; it only becomes negative
because we do not accept it.


​When we deal with
uncomfortable energy, we generally need to face our Shadow, recognize why we
are reacting negatively to the energy, and then engage in some kind of
transformation.  The goal is to process the negativity so that the energy
becomes positive.  However, if we refuse to do this, the unprocessed negativity
gets dumped into our subconscious, where it may fester and lead a life of its
own.


Our fresh psychological garbage also pollutes
the world around us, making it a more negative and dysfunctional environment. 
This can happen in two ways.  First, our reaction to uncomfortable energy is
likely to manifest in negative behaviors, emotions and attitudes.  It is the
essential, unfaced energy and its implications that are pushed into the
subconscious, but that energy is also likely to be sublimated in negative
ways.  It is often objectified and projected onto others so that the individual
can position themself on the “good” side in a good-evil polarity.


The second way in which this fresh garbage
pollutes the world is through the microcosmos→cosmos flow. 
Through this flow, the content of the individual subconscious is absorbed by
the collective unconscious and manifests as discord, disharmony and disaster in
the outer world, the world manifested by the collective mind, the cosmos.  This
discord and disharmony then is absorbed by those individuals living in the
cosmos through the cosmos→microcosmos flow.


​As Richard Tarnas tells
us, outer planet hard aspects—particularly conjunctions—can unleash tremendous
amounts of psychic energy.  Individual consciousness is, of course, the primary
locus for this energy.  However, this energy also exists in the collective
consciousness and in the collective unconscious, from where one can say that it
is distributed to our individual psyches.  Some psyches are more receptive to
this energy than others.


​We can view
receptivity in two ways.  One is acceptance—to what degree does the individual
recognize, accept and incorporate the cosmic purpose symbolized by the
astrological configuration?  The second is intensity—how aware is the
individual of the psychic energy associated with the astrological
configuration; how strongly is that energy felt?


We can construct a simple matrix, with each form
of receptivity manifesting on a continuum from low to high.  The corners of our
receptivity matrix are: high intensity/high acceptance; high intensity/low
acceptance; low intensity/high acceptance; and low intensity/low acceptance.


Receptivity (or lack thereof) at the lower end
of the continuum for each of its forms will generally result in unprocessed
psychic energy—the equivalent of fresh garbage.  If there is a lack of
acceptance, resistance occurs, prompted by rejection of the cosmic purpose. 
When the individual resists the psychic energy, they  actively fail to process
the psychic content—tossing out the cosmic purpose as metaphorical trash.


Let’s examine in more detail the possible
positions that the individual might inhabit on the receptivity matrix.  We’ll
begin with the high acceptance/high intensity corner of the matrix.  Those with
the highest acceptance and highest intensity are fully aware of the cosmic
purpose of the transformative outer planet energies.  They may, or they may
not, participate in the external, social manifestations of that energy.  If
they do, it is usually with an awareness that this does not constitute the real
work of their life.  They may perceive that the transformative historical
currents synchronous with strong outer planet contacts move the cosmos in a
positive direction, closer to the Light.  They may see the value of the cosmos
moving in this positive direction being that it affords greater opportunity for
individuals to also become more liberated from ego-dominance.  They are also
likely to see the external manifestations of the outer planet transformative
energy as part of the play of the cosmos – and themselves as actors in that
play.


They may, in fact, have at one time occupied a
place of lesser intensity within the receptivity matrix.  Their initial
awareness of the energies symbolized by the outer planets may have been focused
on the objectification of that energy in the form of external events and
movements.  Gradually (or suddenly) they may have come to realize the true
purpose of that energy.  The transformative power symbolized by the outer
planet contact will have entered their internal world and they will recognize
that internal transformation is the most important purpose of the energy that
is flowing from the cosmos.  They will see that they have an opportunity and a
desire to work with the energy symbolized by the outer planets to achieve
personal transformation.  This does not mean that they necessarily isolate from
the world (the external manifestation of the cosmos).  The greater the personal
transformation, the greater the opportunity also to affect positive
transformation through the microcosmos→cosmos cycle.


​The
objectification of the transformative planetary energies occurs at a somewhat
less intense level of awareness.  The transformative energies symbolized by the
outer planets generally work incrementally (and often over many lifetimes) to
loosen the grip of the ego on the soul.  The fact that the cosmos must act
incrementally to pull the soul away from the ego implies that there are
individuals who are subconsciously, but not consciously, ready to engage in
this process.  Those in this category will interact with the transformative
energy through objectified symbols of that energy.


​For instance, the
process of individuation, or disentanglement from conditioned thought and
behavior, is a necessary part of the process of recognizing the ego for what it
is and recognizing that there is a true self that is independent from the
conditioned persona.  While to be effective, individuation must occur
internally, the process is also symbolically objectified.  In other words,
external events, phenomena and movements are symbolic of the internal
individuation process. The symbolic objectification of internal individuation
can also function as a tool of the cosmos to aid in the internal individuation
of the microcosmos.  In other words, participating in the external forms of
individuation can create a conducive atmosphere, or can become a trigger for
true individuation to occur.


​As an example, one
manifestation of the Uranian transformative impulse is a striving for greater
individual freedom from the bonds of the conditioned collective.  This may take
the form, for instance, of a rejection of societal norms that are viewed by the
freedom-seeker as oppressive, without real meaning, and/or existing only to
enforce conformity.  It may also take the form of participation in
revolutionary or reformist movements whose aim is to create conditions of
greater freedom for individuals within the collective.  Somewhat more
obliquely, this impulse may be reflected in innovation, which is set against
the norm of accepted paradigms and the technological status quo.  All of these
are objective symbols for the inner drive for freedom from collective
conditioning (collective conditioning being necessary to reinforce
ego-identity).


Individuals with high acceptance of outer
planet transformative energy but an awareness of that energy only at the level
of objectified symbol will tend to enthusiastically participate in the social
(external) manifestation of the outer planet transformative energies.  They may
be revolutionaries.  They may be innovators.  They may be adopters of new
ideas, new lifestyles, new worldviews.  Their participation will progress them,
in the short run or the long run, along the path of liberation from the confines
of ego-dominance.  However, to the extent that they remain conscious only of
the objectified symbols of the transformative energy, they are unaware of the
inner processing that is, ultimately, affecting them.


​When intensity is high,
the rejection of the cosmic purpose will generally lead to unprocessed psychic
content.  High intensity rejection can take two forms.  A person may be acutely
aware of the inner work that is being required when they are affected by a
strong outer planet contact.  However, they may feel that confronting this work
is too painful, so they turn away from it.  In effect, their psyche tries to
block out the messaging being received from the cosmos that they must turn away
from the illusory ego.  This blocking of the transformative impulse reduces the
level of intensity that is being experienced by the individual and relieves
their psychic tension.


This, of course, is usually a subconscious
process and the person experiencing this form of high intensity rejection is
likely not to be consciously aware of what is going on, because acknowledging
that blocking process would itself cause the psyche to confront the painful
illusoriness of the ego.  However, the cosmic forces symbolized by the outer
planets  are not to be so easily denied.  Frequently, when their energy is
blocked internally, that energy will manifest as external disruptions, which
are equally as painful.  We are talking here about such events as sudden loss,
instability, the ground shaking underneath us, or our world being shaken apart
(Uranus); collapse, uncertainty, confusion, fear, grief, mental illness, the
ground giving way or things dissolving or evaporating (Neptune); and
destruction, oppression, death, violence or extremism (Pluto) – all resulting
in a forced detachment from what one may be holding onto.


The cosmic purpose of such shocks is to bring
us back to the hard lesson we have been avoiding.  Unfortunately, they
frequently have the opposite effect.  The person affected becomes embroiled in
their pain and suffering.  This is the ultimate distraction from the internal
work.  The inner transformative work that has been rejected has turned into
fresh garbage – unconsumed bits of psychic energy.  When a person fails to
respond to the external shocks meant to turn them away from their attachments,
it is a sign that the psychic fresh garbage has manifested externally in a most
unpleasant form.


We can theorize from here that when a critical
mass of fresh garbage develops at the microcosmic level, that unprocessed
energy is absorbed by the collective cosmos.  We may then see the outer planet
shocks occurring at the collective level, in the form of natural and man-made
disasters, conflict and war.  Internal conflict and turmoil is reflected in the
external world.  Microcosmic content becomes cosmic content.


​At a somewhat
lower level of intensity, the individual objectifies the cosmic purpose so that
it can be more easily opposed.  Objectifying the cosmic purpose does not mean
understanding it.  In fact, in order to protect the ego from facing a truth​(8)
that is incompatible with the illusion of the ego’s realness, the cosmic
purpose is frequently distorted, or made into a symbol that then takes on the
appearance of a real thing.


Frequently, these objectified symbols are the
same ones that those with high acceptance but a deflected high intensity
create.  Those with high deflected intensity and low acceptance see these
objectified symbols in a different light, however, and reject them.  Underlying
this rejection is the fact that symbolically objectifying the energy of the
outer planets is a step in the process leading to Self-realization and a return
to the state of Oneness.  This makes it a threat to the sovereignty of the ego.


An individual who receives the Uranian impulse
with high intensity but low acceptance will not see the rejection of norms by
those accepting the outer planet energy (particularly the Uranian energy) as
promoting a freeing of the self from conditioning  and a progression toward a
self that is, relatively, liberated from the dominion of the ego.  Rather, they
may see this as subversive to the social order, or as self-indulgent
rebelliousness.  They might label this behavior, or those who engage in it, as
“Communist,” or “hippie,” or “wierdo,” or as “morally depraved.”  These are all
objectified symbols for the individuating process that the ego subconsciously
views as an existential threat.


The threat felt by the ego when




































































