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            A Note from the Author

          

        

      

    

    
      Welcome!

      The moment you accepted Jesus as your Savior, you became a member of God’s family. The apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians chapter 1 that through our faith in Jesus, we were adopted as sons and daughters. That means you now have a huge family cheering you on, including me!

      Perhaps that’s a bit overwhelming. Maybe family hasn’t been something good in your life, or you fear the expectations other Christians will place upon you.

      Take a moment and breathe.

      One of the key pieces of information God wants to give you is this: Only His opinion matters. Yes, God will use other people and circumstances to help you along the way, but they should never take precedence over what God says.

      That is why hearing God clearly is critical, and that is why I wrote this book.

      As you work your way through these pages, I want you to keep two things in mind.

      

      
        	First, this is not a race. Getting the information I share is vital, but it’s more important that you understand God’s heart. The Bible is not a list of rules and regulations. It is a letter from a Father who loves you immensely, who wants to give you wisdom and protect you from harm.

        	And second, Satan, God’s enemy—and now yours as well—doesn’t want you to get any of this. He doesn’t want you to understand how much God loves you. He strives to distract you and will whisper lies to hinder you.

      

      

      So join me in learning more about what it means to be part of God’s family. Don’t worry. You don’t have to do this perfectly or know the answer to every question. Just take a step forward and turn the page.

      We’ll get through these first steps together.

      

      Carrie

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            What You Should Know about This Book

          

        

      

    

    
      Unless otherwise noted, the Scriptures in this book are from the 2011 edition of the New International Version Bible. You can find free digital copies of this Bible version on the Internet at BibleGateway.com or through the smart phone/tablet app YouVersion.

      You should invest in a good Bible. What does that mean? Many great Bibles are available, but a good Bible is one that you will read and can understand. Check out different translations like the Contemporary English Version or the New Living Translation (also available at BibleGateway.com and on YouVersion).

      When I list a Bible reference, it will look like this: Psalm 75:1. Psalm is the book of the Bible. The number before the colon (75 in this example) is the chapter of the book, and the number after the colon (1 in this example) is the verse number within that chapter. A couple of special cases:

      
        	If you see a number before the book name, it means that more than one book carries that title. For example, 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians. If the verse you’re reading doesn’t make sense, you could be in the wrong book.

        	Five books of the Bible only have one chapter. This can be written two different ways: Philemon 1:4, or simply Philemon 4. It can be even more confusing when a verse from either the books of 2 John (Second John) or 3 John (Third John) are mentioned.

      

      It will get easier with time, but use your Bible’s table of contents to help you as long as you need to.

      Choose a time and a place where you will most often read your Bible. You can read your Bible anywhere and at any time, but habits start by doing the same thing at the same time in the same place. Designating a room or a chair will encourage you to keep reading your Bible.

      Finally, it’s okay not to answer some questions within these pages. Each question was purposely put on the page to help you think through key concepts, but that doesn’t mean you fail Christianity 101 if you skip writing down an answer or two.

      

      With all of that in mind, are you ready to get started? Here we go!
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        Your Beginnings

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Salvation: A Summary

          

        

      

    

    
      Every Christian I’ve ever asked admits to questioning their salvation at some point in their lives. This is a normal—and good—struggle. Some of the greatest men in the Bible struggled with confusion and uncertainty. But it is perseverance in faith that God seeks.
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      Cementing Our Faith

      God gives us assurances to help us cement our faith in Him.

      

      Consider John 3:16.

      For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

      

      Consider 1 John 5:11-12.

      This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
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      Believing God's Character

      We must also cement our faith in God’s character. After all, why should we believe in the promises if we can’t trust the promise-giver?

      

      Consider 1 Corinthians 1:9

      God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

      

      The book of 1 Corinthians was written by the Apostle Paul who also wrote this:
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        I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea. 2 Corinthians 11:23-25

        

      

      

      All of that turmoil and tragedy, and still Paul was convinced that God is faithful.

      

      Consider Isaiah 41:13

      For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.
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      God's Seal Upon You

      Finally, you can trust your salvation because God gave you the Holy Spirit.

      

      Consider 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

      He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

      

      Ephesians 1:13-14

      And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Salvation: More Detail

          

        

      

    

    
      Every Christian I’ve ever asked admits to questioning their salvation at some point in their lives. Life gets messy, we fail to do what we know we should, and pretty soon we’re wondering if we ever really believed God in the first place. This is a normal—and good—struggle.

      One day, you may wonder how to reconcile the Bible with a scientific theory exhorted in the news. Perhaps a dear friend in another religion presents questions you can’t answer. Maybe tragedy hits a loved one or you see another massacre reported online, and you wonder how a good God can allow such pain. Or perhaps you grapple with a deep-seated sin that you can’t seem to escape from.

      Doubt creeps in. Questions arise. And frequently, in these moments of internal battle, God gets very quiet.

      Doubt is okay. Some of the greatest men in the Bible struggled with disbelief, apprehension, confusion, suspicion, and uncertainty. Consider these verses from the Psalms:

      

      I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my weeping. My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows weak because of all my foes (Psalm 6:6–7).

      

      My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest (Psalm 22:1–2).

      

      O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath! For your arrows have sunk into me, and your hand has come down on me. There is no soundness in my flesh because of your indignation; there is no health in my bones because of my sin. For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me (Psalm 38:1–4).

      

      Perhaps one of the greatest stories about this fight with doubt is told in the book of Job. In the first two chapters, readers are given insight to the heavenly wager between God and Satan, yet all Job knows is that in one day he loses his oxen, donkeys, sheep, camels, servants, and children. Shortly thereafter, he is struck with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head (Job 2:7). Now that’s a bad week!

      But as much as the rest of the book presents Job’s cries for answers, it also reveals his faith. In his confusion, he turns to God. In his pain, he knows God holds the solution. No matter what life looked like around him, Job appealed to God, and it was that very perseverance in his faith that mattered. Ultimate steadfastness despite tragedy and uncertainty is what God seeks.

      

      Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those who have
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