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Tactics in the Chess Opening

In six volumes our series Tactics in the Chess Opening covers the entire range of openings from a tactical point of view.

Each volume has more than 230 carefully selected and annotated games, arranged by NIC-Key, the opening classification system of New In Chess.

Queen’s Gambits

In this book you will find carefully selected and expertly annotated games full of unexpected turns and brilliant surprise attacks. You can study these games or just enjoy them, but either way they will end up making you a stronger player!

This edition does not include the Catalan Opening, wich will be featured in Volume 5: Indian Defences. Also not included are the Chigorin Defence, the Albin’s Counter Gambit and the Blackmar-Diemer Gambit, which will be featured in Volume 6: Gambits and Wing Defences.







	1. Sicilian Defence

	1.e4 c5



	2. Open Games

	1.e4 e5



	3. French Defence

and other Semi-Open Games

	1.e4 e6, 1.e4 rest



	4. Queen’s Gambits

	1.d4 d5



	5. Indian Defences

	1.d4 Nf6



	6. Gambits and Wing Defences

	1.c4, 1.Nf3 etc.
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Geert van der Stricht

Queen’s Gambit Declined

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6

QO 1.5
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Andorra 2002

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 Nbd7

This move is gaining in popularity. Black wants to prepare …c5 in order to be able to recapture with the knight if necessary.

7.c5

The most common and principled approach. White radically prevents the freeing …c5. Because of Black’s lack of space he will also find it difficult to realise e6-e5.

7…c6 8.h3!

A subtle waiting move that also anticipates a possible …Nh5. White realises that the black plan comprises …b6, … a5 and …Ba6, intending to swap the light-squared bishops. The immediate 8.Bd3 is also often played, but after 8…b6 9.b4 a5 10.a3 Ba6 11.Bxa6 White would have lost a tempo compared to the game. So White should play 11.0-0, although Black would have little to grumble about after 11…Bxd3 12.Qxd3 Qc8 13.h3 Qb7, as several games have shown.

8…b6 9.b4 a5 10.a3 Ba6 11.Bxa6 Rxa6 12.b5!?

An interesting way to try to undermine the black position anyway. In return for the sacrificed pawn White gets a dangerous passed pawn and is threatening to tie Black hand and foot.

[image: images]

12…cxb5 13.c6 Qc8 14.c7 b4 15.Nb5 bxa3?

An ill-considered pawn grab. In later games Black’s play was improved upon with 15…a4!, as in Sokolov-Bologan, Pamplona 2002. White initially replied 16.axb4?! Bxb4+ 17.Ke2 Ra5 18.Qd3 Ne4 19.Rhc1, and now Black could have complicated the position considerably with 19…Qa6!. In Miton-Vaganian, Belgium 2003/04, the white player tried to improve on this game with 16.Rc1 (idea 17.Bd6), but after 16…Ne4 17.Nd2 Nc3 18.Nxc3 bxc3 19.Rxc3 b5 the position remained very double-edged here, too. Six months later Black’s play was amended again with 17…Ndf6! in the rapid game Leitao-Milos, Sao Paulo 2004.

16.0-0 Ra8

16…a4 is less effective here. After 17.Qc2 (threatening 18.Bd6!) 17…Ne4 18.Rfc1 White has a strong grip on the position. Schandorff-Iordachescu, Bled Olympiad 2002.

17.Qc2 Ne4 18.Qc6 h6 19.Rfc1

In view of his enormous trump on c7 and Black’s passivity, White is winning.

19…Bb4 20.Rc2 Kh7

An unfortunate move, as we will soon see. But Black has no plan with which to free himself.

21.Ne1 Ndf6?

Hastening the end.

22.f3! Nd2

After 22…Ng5 23.h4 Black also loses material.

23.Rxd2! Bxd2 24.Qc2+ Kg8 25.Qxd2

White has won material while hanging on to pawn c7, so Black is slowly but surely heading for perdition.

25…Qd7 26.Qd3 Rfc8 27.Nc2 Ne8 28.Ncxa3 f6 29.Rc1 a4 30.Qc3 Kf7 31.Bg3 Ra5 32.Qb4 Ra6 33.Bd6 Kg8 34.e4

Black realised this was no longer amusing, so he resigned.

QO 1.6
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Debrecen 1992

1.d4 e6 2.c4 Nf6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c6 7.Qc2 Nbd7 8.h3 a6 9.Rd1 h6 10.a3

The last few moves in both games are typical of many quiet Queen’s Gambit variations. White does not want to lose a tempo with his king’s bishop so early (because this piece will have to recapture on c4 after …dxc4 anyway), but prefers to make a useful preparatory move first. For Black, the opposite is true. He prefers to postpone taking on c4 until White has ‘wasted’ a tempo. The trouble for Black is that his useful waiting moves will run out sooner than White’s.

10…dxc4 11.Bxc4 Nd5 12.0-0!?

Interesting. White allows his pawn structure to be weakened, realising that this will be compensated for by his strengthened grip on square e5. After the frequently played 12.Bg3 Nxc3 13.Qxc3, however, White’s position is also considerably more pleasant.

12…Nxf4 13.exf4 Qc7 14.Ne5 Nf6

Kramnik has indicated that 14…c5 can be met strongly by 15.d5, since 15…Nxe5 16.fxe5 Qxe5 17.Rfe1 clearly favours White.

15.Ba2 Bd7 16.Bb1 Be8?!

16…Rfd8 is met by 17.Ne4, and White is threatening (after swapping on f6) to penetrate on h7, e.g. 17…Kf8 18.Nxf6 Bxf6 19.Qh7 Ke7 20.Rfe1 Rh8 21.Qc2, with better play for White. If Black goes 16…Rac8, White can afford to play the aggressive 17.g4!, and Black has no defence against the threatened 18.g5.

[image: images]

17.d5!

White fully exploits the unfortunate positions of the black pieces.

17…Rd8

The point of White’s idea is that 17…cxd5?? loses in view of 18.Nxd5! Qxc2 19.Nxe7+, winning a piece.

18.Rfe1 Kh8 19.dxe6 Rxd1 20.Rxd1 fxe6 21.Ne4

The battery Bb1-Qc2 radiates enormous power. Black is standing on the edge of the abyss.

21…g6 22.Nc5 Bxc5

22…Qc8 runs into the beautiful 23.Nxg6+ Bxg6 24.Qxg6 Bxc5 25.Qxh6+ Kg8 26.Qg5+ Kh8 27.Qxc5, and White wins.

23.Qxc5 Rg8 24.Ba2 Kg7

Pawn e6 could no longer be defended. 24…Bf7 is met by the elegant 25.Qd6! Qxd6 26.Nxf7+, winning a piece.

25.Bxe6 Rf8 26.Nd7!

Black resigns. The white queen will penetrate on e7.

QO 1.7
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French Team Championship 2005

1.d4 e6 2.c4 d5 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 b6 7.cxd5 Nxd5 8.Nxd5 Qxd5

More common is 8…exd5, when White has a small but lasting edge that is inherent in the pawn structure that has arisen.

9.Bd3

9.Bxc7!? leaves the initiative to Black after 9…Na6 10.Bf4 Bb4+ 11.Nd2 Nc5!, with compensation for the sacrificed pawn. The point of Black’s last move is that 12.dxc5 is not good in view of 12…Rd8, e.g. 13.e4? Qxe4+ 14.Be3 Bxd2+, and Black wins. Relatively best is 13.Bd6!, and White has restricted the damage.

9…Ba6 10.0-0 c5 11.e4 Qb7 12.d5!

The principled approach, and the only one that gives White any hope of an advantage.

12…exd5 13.exd5 Nd7 14.Re1 Rfe8?!

Lautier has indicated that inserting 14…Bxd3 15.Qxd3 and only now 15…Rfe8 is more accurate, but after 16.Re2 Bf6 17.Rae1 Rxe2 18.Rxe2 White continues to be slightly better.

15.Bxa6 Qxa6 16.d6 Bf6 17.Qd5!

Fully exploiting Black’s inaccurate 14th move. The white queen reigns supreme here.

17…h6

White can justify the pawn sacrifice 17…Bxb2 tactically with 18.Re7! (18.Ng5 only leads to move repetition after 18…Rf8 19.Nxf7 Nf6 20.Nh6+ Kh8 21.Nf7+ Kg8, etc.) 18…Rf8 19.Rae1 Qa4 20.g3 Bf6 21.R1e4, with a large advantage for White.

18.Re4!

A fine, multifunctional move. Besides doubling the rooks on the e-file, White is also ready now to switch a rook to the fourth rank, as we will soon see.

18…Rad8 19.Rae1 Rxe4 20.Rxe4 Nf8?!

The text looks solid, but isn’t! Black is hit by a lightning attack. Lautier must have calculated the continuation very accurately. Safer was 20…Qc8 21.b3 Re8, and Black can reduce White’s attacking potential even further.

[image: images]

21.Bxh6! gxh6 22.Rg4+ Bg7 23.Ne5 Ne6

More tenacious was 23…Rd7, but White remains clearly better after 24.Nxd7 Nxd7 25.Rf4 Qe2 26.Qxf7+ Kh8 27.g3 Qd1+ 28.Kg2 Nf8 (or 28…Qxd6 29.Rg4 Qc6+ 30.Kh3, and White wins) 29.Qe7 Qd5+ 30.Re4 b5 31.f3.

24.Nxf7!

White continues in style, having seen very clearly that Black cannot yet exploit the weakness of the back rank.

24…Qe2

Only move, as 24…Kxf7? 25.Qf5+ Kg8 26.Qxe6+ Kh8 27.Rxg7 Kxg7 28.Qe7+ loses at once.

25.Nxh6+?

Correct was 25.Re4!, and Black will have to take refuge in 25…Qxe4 26.Qxe4 Kxf7 27.Qb7+ Kf6 (27…Kg8 28.Qe7) 28.Qe7+ Ke5 29.f4+! Kd5 30.d7 Rf8 31.g3.

25…Kh7! 26.Re4 Rxd6!

Exploiting White’s weak back rank. The position has suddenly become very unclear.

27.Qf5+ Kh8 28.Nf7+ Kg8 29.h4

29.Nxd6?? Qd1+, and mate, is what Lautier had overlooked in his calculations, as he explains in New In Chess 2005/4.

29…Qd1+ 30.Kh2 Rd7?

A blunder that loses at once. After 30…Nf8 31.Nxd6 Qxd6+ 32.g3 Bxb2 33.Rf4 Bg7 34.Qf7+ Kh8 35.Qxa7 the position remains very unclear.

31.Nh6+! Bxh6 32.Qxe6+ Kh7 33.Qf5+

Black resigns without waiting for 33…Kg7 34.Re6!, and wins.

QO 2.8
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Malmö 2002

1.d4 e6 2.c4 Nf6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.a3 Nc6 9.b4!?

[image: images]

9…Nxb4!?

A promising piece sacrifice. White has great problems trying to get out of the devastating knight pin. Meanwhile, Black launches his queenside pawns and gets great counterplay.

10.axb4 Bxb4 11.Qb3 a5 12.0-0-0

Van Wely played 12.Be2 in a rapid game against Vaganian, Dordrecht 2000. After 12…dxc4 13.Bxc4 b5! 14.Be2 Nd5 15.Be5 a4 Black was much better. 12.Be5 is not a very good idea either, since the bishop is not really safe here. Gretarsson-Ehlvest, Reykjavik 2002, continued 12…Nd7 13.Bd4 Re8 14.cxd5 e5, and Black got a clear advantage. Another possibility is 12.Nd2 d4 13.Ncb1, as in Sulypa-Heinis, France 1998, and here, too, Black has nothing to grumble about.

12…Bd7 13.Rd4 Qe7 14.Be5

Insufficient is 14.cxd5 Rfc8 15.d6 Qd8 16.Rc4 Rxc4 (not 16…b5? in view of 17.Rc7!) 17.Bxc4 Rc8, with winning play for Black.

14…Rfc8 15.Kb1

[image: images]

15…b5!

Black already had an attractive choice, as Short showed in New In Chess 2002/5. Both 15…a4 16.Qc2 b5 and 15…Bxc3 16.Qxc3 b5 yield him a strong attack.

16.Nxb5 a4 17.Qa2 Bxb5 18.Bxf6

The only move, since 18.cxb5 loses after 18…Ne4 19.Rxe4 dxe4 20.Nd4 Bc3, with the deadly threat of 21…Qb4+.

18…gxf6 19.cxb5 Rc3 20.Rd3 Rac8 21.Be2

Short has indicated the following beautiful variations:

A) 21.Rxc3 Rxc3 22.Qxa4 (or 22.Nd4 Ba3 23.Be2 (23.Nc2 Rb3+ 24.Ka1 Qc5, and Black wins) 23…Qb4+ 24.Ka1 Rb3, and wins) 22…Ra3 23.Qd1 Bc3 24.Kc2 Ra2+, and Black wins;

B) 21.Qxa4 Rc1+ 22.Kb2 e5 23.Rxd5? Ba3+!, and Black wins.

21…Ba3 22.Qd2

22.Rxc3 is met by 22…Rxc3 (certainly not 22…Qb4+? 23.Qb3!!, and it is White who wins!) 23.Qd2 Rb3+ (or 23…Qb4+ 24.Ka1 Bb2+ 25.Qxb2 Ra3+, and Black wins) 24.Ka2 Bb4 25.Qc1 Ra3+ 26.Kb1 Bc3 27.Kc2 Qb4 28.Qb1 Rb3, and Black wins.

22…Qb4+

Black announces a forced mate.

23.Ka1 Rc1+ 24.Rxc1 Rxc1+ 25.Ka2 Qc4+ 26.Kxa3 Ra1+ 27.Kb2 Qa2+ 28.Kc3 Qb3+

White resigns, since 29.Kd4 is followed by mate on c4.

QO 2.11
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Linares 2005

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.a3 Nc6 9.Qc2 Qa5 10.Nd2

This move, threatening 11.Nb3, is normally played after the more aggressive 10.0-0-0.

10…Bb4!?

This idea had been played before by, for example, Kramnik. Giving up the dark-squared bishop is a high price to pay, even though it smashes White’s pawn structure. Far more common is the normal 10…Be7.

11.cxd5 exd5

The white player already had experience with 11…Nxd5 12.Nxd5 exd5 13.Bd3 g6 14.Rc1 Be7 15.0-0 Bf6 in the game Topalov-Kramnik, Wijk aan Zee 2001. Later, Kramnik changed his mind and recaptured on d5 with the pawn.

12.Bd3 d4 13.0-0 Bxc3

No good is 13…dxc3? 14.axb4 Qxb4 15.bxc3, and White dominates because of his bishop pair.

14.Nc4 Qh5 15.bxc3 Nd5 16.Bg3

Stronger than 16.Bd6 Rd8 17.cxd4 b5! 18.Nb6 (certainly not 18.Ne5? in view of 18…Rxd6 19.Nxc6 Rh6 20.h3 Bxh3!, and the black attack strikes home) 18…Nxb6 19.Qxc6 Qh6, as Topalov explains in New In Chess 2005/3.

16…dxe3 17.Rae1

All this had been seen before, for example in a blindfold game Topalov-Kramnik, Monaco 2001. White has a strong bishop pair, soon to be joined by a knight on d6 that will have a paralysing effect on the black position. The black queen, moreover, is not at all safe, as we will soon see.

[image: images]

17…Be6

No one has dared to play 17…exf2+ 18.Qxf2 so far, but White has solid compensation for the pawn either way.

18.fxe3 Nde7

The above-mentioned game Topalov-Kramnik continued 18…Rad8 19.Nd6 Ne5 20.Bxh7+! Qxh7 21.Qxh7+ Kxh7 22.Bxe5 f6 23.e4!, with favourable complications for White, e.g. 23…fxe5 (not 23…Nxc3? in view of 24.Bxc3 Rxd6 25.Bb4) 24.Rxf8 Rxf8 25.exd5 Bxd5 26.Rxe5, and White is a pawn up. Black’s best option is probably 18…b6.

19.Nd6 b6 20.Rb1 f6 21.Rb5

Topalov has indicated that 21.Rf4 is even stronger, the point being that Black loses his queen after 21…Ng6 22.Re4 Nge5?? (or 22…Nce5 23.Be2 Qh6 24.Bf4, and White wins) 23.Rh4.

21…Ne5 22.Rf4 N7g6 23.Rd4 Bd7 24.Rbd5 Be6 25.Be2!

The unfortunate position of the black queen is a key factor in this position.

25…Qh6 26.Bf4 Nxf4

26…Qh4 is no better in view of 27.Qd2, and now 27…Bxd5? fails to 28.Nf5, winning the queen.

27.exf4 g6

Here, too, 27…Bxd5 fails to 28.Nf5, winning the queen.

28.Qe4! Bxd5 29.Qxd5+ Kh8 30.Re4 Nd7 31.Nf7+ Rxf7 32.Qxf7

Black resigns in view of 32…Nc5 33.Re8+ Rxe8 34.Qxe8+ Kg7 35.Qe7+ Kh8 36.Bc4, and he will soon be mated.

QO 2.12
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Novgorod 1995

1.d4 e6 2.c4 d5 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.Qc2 Nc6 9.a3 Qa5 10.0-0-0 Be7

Considerably weaker is 10…dxc4; see the game Alterman-Liang Jinrong.

11.h4

An interesting idea of Kasparov’s. White plays straightforwardly for an attack with Ng5 and will leave the knight there even if it is attacked with…h6, since Black cannot afford the h-file to be opened. Nowadays, 11.g4 is far more popular; see the game Bagirov-Marciano. For the quieter 11.Kb1, see Siegel-Malakhatko.

11…dxc4

This voluntary capture makes life very easy for White. Later, 11…a6 became the main line; see the game Belov-Pushkov.

12.Bxc4 b6 13.Ng5! Ba6 14.Nce4

Kasparov always makes everything looks so easy. The main defender of the kingside has to be eliminated.

14…g6

After 14…Nxe4 15.Qxe4 g6 16.Bxa6 Qxa6 17.h5 the white attack also runs smoothly.

15.Nxf6+ Bxf6 16.Ne4

The piece sacrifice 16.Nxh7 Kxh7 17.h5 Kg7 (not 17…Bxc4? 18.hxg6+ Kg8 19.g7 Qf5 20.Qxf5 exf5 21.gxf8Q+ Rxf8 22.Rd6, and White wins) 18.Bh6+ Kg8 19.Bxa6 Qxa6 20.hxg6 Ne5 is unclear, according to Kasparov.

16…Be7! 17.Bxa6 Qxa6 18.Kb1

Not great is 18.Qxc6 Rac8 19.Bc7 in view of 19…Rxc7! 20.Qxc7 Rc8 21.Qxc8+ Qxc8+ 22.Kb1, with a roughly equal position.

[image: images]

18…Qb7?

After this mistake White’s attack begins to take on decisive proportions. In Informator 63, Kasparov indicated that Black keeps a playable position after 18…Rac8! 19.Bh6 Ne5 20.Qb3 Rfe8 21.Bg5 Qc4 22.Qxc4 Rxc4 23.f3, and White is only marginally better.

19.h5 Rac8 20.hxg6 Nb4

Black was already lost. Both 20…fxg6 21.Qb3! and 20…hxg6 21.Rh6 give White a winning attack.

21.gxh7+ Kh8 22.Be5+ f6

[image: images]

23.Nxf6!

The point of Kasparov’s 20th move. The black rooks are overburdened.

23…Bxf6

Or 23…Rxc2 24.Ng4+! Bf6 25.Bxf6+ Rxf6 26.Rd8+, winning. Variations by Kasparov.

24.Bxf6+

Black resigns, as 24…Rxf6 is simply met by 25.axb4, when 25…Rxc2 fails to 26.Rd8+, and he will soon be mated.

QO 2.12
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St Petersburg 2001

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.Qc2 Nc6 9.a3 Qa5 10.0-0-0 Be7 11.h4 a6!

Black prepares counterplay on the queenside with b7-b5-b4, and is willing to accept an isolated pawn after 12.cxd5 exd5. In positions in which the players have castled on opposite sides of the board, attacking is more important than positional considerations.

12.Ng5 Rd8 13.cxd5 exd5 14.e4 h6?

A naive move, since taking on g5 is hardly ever possible in view of the danger on the h-file. Black could have tried to simplify with 14…Nxe4!, e.g. 15.Ncxe4 (15.Ngxe4?! Bf5!, and Black takes over the initiative) 15…dxe4 16.Rxd8+ Nxd8 17.Qxe4? Bf5! 18.Qxe7 Qa4!, and Black wins.

15.exd5! Bg4?

Objectively speaking, 15…Na7 was less bad, although it looks anything but attractive.

16.f3

Black loses decisive material.

16…Bh5 17.dxc6 Rxd1+ 18.Nxd1 Rc8 19.Bd2 Qd8 20.Nc3 hxg5 21.hxg5 Bg6

[image: images]

22.Qxg6!!

This beautiful move is the perfect clincher. Black resigns, since 22…fxg6 23.Bc4+ Kf8 24.Rh8+ Ng8 25.Rxg8 is mate.

QO 2.12
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Biel 1998 (8)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.Qc2 Nc6 9.a3 Qa5 10.0-0-0 Be7 11.g4!

The most dangerous move for Black. His vulnerability in the centre forces him to release the tension.

11…dxc4

11…Nxg4? 12.cxd5 exd5 13.Rxd5 cannot be recommended, of course.

12.Bxc4 e5

Here, the move 12…Nxg4 cannot be recommended either. In Giorgadze-Kharitonov, Simferopol 1988, White obtained a strong initiative with 13.Rhg1 Qh5 14.h3 Nf6 15.Be2. A reasonable alternative, however, is 12…a6 13.g5 Nh5, as has been played several times already. White is slightly better after 14.Bd6.

13.g5! exf4 14.gxf6 Bxf6 15.Nd5 Ne7!

Regarded as the strongest continuation, even though it leaves the black pawn structure in tatters.

16.Nxf6+ gxf6

This position has been played dozens of times at grandmaster level. Black is fairly OK because of his counterplay against the white king.

[image: images]

17.Nd4!?

Probably stronger is 17.Rhg1+ Kh8 18.e4! b5! 19.Bd5 Nxd5 20.exd5, and now 20…b4 or 20…Bd7. In both cases the resulting positions are quite double-edged.

17…Qe5?!

In Dizdar-Beliavsky, Bled 2002, there followed 17…fxe3 18.fxe3 Bf5 19.Nxf5 Qxf5 20.Bd3 Qh3 21.Kb1 Ng6, and White was only marginally better.

18.Rhg1+ Kh8 19.exf4 Qxf4+ 20.Kb1 Bg4 21.Be2 Bxe2 22.Nxe2 Qe5 23.Rd4

With a nasty threat that had escaped Black completely…

23…Rad8??

After 23…Ng6 the position would still have been equal.

24.Qxh7+!

Black resigns.

QO 2.12
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Zurich 2002

1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 e6 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.Qc2 Nc6 9.a3 Qa5 10.0-0-0 Be7 11.Kb1

A quiet and positional approach, but not really in the spirit of this opening. Due to the weakening of the queenside (a3) Black can quickly launch an attack against the white king.

11…a6 12.Nd2 b5!

[image: images]

13.cxb5?!

This pawn grab is extremely naive. In Van Wely-Khuzman, Amsterdam 1994, White played the better 13.Nb3 Qb6 14.cxd5 exd5 15.Bg5 Be6 16.Bxf6 Bxf6 17.Nxd5 Bxd5 18.Rxd5 Rac8, and Black had solid compensation for the sacrificed pawn, but no more.

13…axb5 14.Bxb5?!

A further step in the wrong direction. Taking with the knight is very much preferable: 14.Nxb5 e5 15.Qxc6 (15.Bg5 Nb4!) 15…Bf5+ 16.e4?! (White seems to be hanging on by the skin of his teeth after 16.Ka2 exf4 17.Nb3 Qa4 18.N5d4 Qa7 19.Nxf5 Bxa3 20.Ba6 (20.Qa6 Qd7!) 20…Bb4 21.Rd4 Rfb8 22.Rc1 Qxa6+ 23.Qxa6 Rxa6+ 24.Kb1) 16…Nxe4 17.Nxe4 Bxe4+ 18.Bd3 (18.Ka2 exf4 19.Qc7 Qb4 20.Qc3 Qa4 21.Rd4 Qa6 22.f3 Bf5 23.Nc7 Qb6 24.Nxd5 gets nicely refuted by 24…Rxa3+! (24…Be6 25.Bc4) 25.Qxa3 Be6 26.Rc4 Bxd5 27.Qxe7 Qd4 and White’s position collapses) 18…exf4, Onischuk-Shneider, Donetsk Zonal 1998, and after 19.Bxe4 dxe4 20.Qxe4 Qxb5 21.Qxe7 White is living dangerously.

14…Bd7 15.Nb3 Qb6 16.a4 Rfc8 17.Qe2 e5!

Not only attacking the bishop, but chiefly threatening 18…Bf5+!.

18.Bg5 Bf5+ 19.Kc1 Na7

White resigns. He has no useful moves left.

QO 2.12
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Beijing 1997

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.a3 Nc6 9.Qc2 Qa5 10.0-0-0 dxc4?!

A weak move that only helps White’s development.

11.Bxc4 a6 12.Ng5!

White handles the position very primitively but effectively.

12…Be7 13.Bd3!

Stronger than 13.h4, which would transpose to a similar position from the game Kasparov-Vaganian.

13…g6?!

This weakening move allows a bayonet attack. Better is 13…h6, since the standard response 14.h4 doesn’t work very well here in view of the annoying 14…e5!. White should go 14.Nge4, with the possible continuation 14…Rd8 15.Kb1 Bd7 16.Nd6 Bxd6 17.Bxd6, and White is slightly better. Thus the white player in Informator 70.

14.h4! Ne5 15.h5!

White goes straight for goal.

15…Nxd3+ 16.Rxd3 e5

[image: images]

17.Nxh7!

This sacrifice is a well-known attacking motif in these kinds of positions. The black king’s position is blown up with brute force.

17…exf4

Worth considering was 17…Kxh7 18.hxg6+ Kg8, with an unclear position. 17…Nxh7 is met by 18.Rd5 Qb6 19.Rxe5 Bd8 20.Bh6, and White remains better.

18.Nxf8 Bxf8

18…Bf5 is met by 19.Nxg6! Bxa3 20.e4 Nxe4 21.Rd5! Bxb2+ 22.Qxb2 Qxc3+ 23.Qxc3 Nxc3 24.Ne7+ Kf8 25.Rxf5 Kxe7 26.Kb2, with a winning endgame.

19.hxg6 fxg6?

19…Bf5? won’t do either in view of 20.gxf7+ Kxf7 21.Qb3+ Kg6 22.e4!, with a decisive advantage for White, according to Alterman, who also indicated that Black should have played 19…Be6.

[image: images]

20.Rd5! Qc7

White also wins easily after 20…Nxd5 21.Qxg6+ Bg7 22.Qe8+ Bf8 23.Rh5 Bf5 24.Rg5+ Kh7 (or 24…Kh8 25.Qe5+, and White wins) 25.Qh5+ Bh6 26.Rxf5.

21.Rg5 Bg7 22.Qxg6 Qf7?

Allows a nice combination, but after 22…Qe7 23.e4! the win is just a matter of time.

23.Rh8+!

Black resigns.

QO 3.6
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Ohrid 2001

1.d4 e6 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.c4 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.cxd5

This system has been enjoying great interest of late. Black is saddled with an isolated pawn.

8…Nxd5

This is probably sounder than the immediate 8…exd5, when White will be able to attack the f6 knight with Bg5 or Be5 at some stage.

9.Nxd5 exd5 10.a3

White can also allow the check on b4 by going 10.Bd3 Bb4+ 11.Ke2, although this would leave the king rather stranded on e2.

10…Nc6 11.Bd3 Bb6

White was threatening 12.Bxh7+ Kxh7 13.Qc2+ and 14.Qxc5.

12.0-0 Bg4

An important alternative here is 12…d4 13.e4 Bg4; see the game Gurevich-Van der Sterren.

13.h3 Bh5 14.b4 a6

Black usually plays 14…Re8 first here, meeting 15.Rc1 with 15…a6, which boils down to transposition compared to the game.

15.Rc1

Another idea here is 15.Ra2, intending Rd2 in order to question pawn d5.

15…Re8 16.Bxa6!

All this is standard theory these days. White liquidates to a slightly better endgame.

16…Rxa6 17.b5 Rxa3 18.bxc6 bxc6

White is slightly better after 18…Bxf3 19.Qxf3 bxc6 20.Rxc6 Re6 21.Rxe6 fxe6 22.Be5.

19.Rxc6

[image: images]

19…Re6?

This move was later assessed as wrong in view of the chance it gives White on move 22. Better is 19…Ra7!, as in a world championship game Leko-Kramnik, Brissago 2004, which continued 20.Rd6 Rd7 21.Qxd5 Rxd6 22.Qxd6 Qxd6 23.Bxd6, and White had reached an endgame with an extra pawn. Kramnik eventually went down in a long endgame after 23…Bxf3 24.gxf3, but closer analysis has shown that accurate defending by Black could have saved it.

20.Rxe6 fxe6 21.Qc1 Qa8 22.Qb2?

White could have won here with 22.Ng5!, as the white player demonstrated later, in view of the double threat of 23.Nxe6 and 23.Qb1, with an attack on b6 and h7. 22…Be2, for example, runs into 23.Qb1!, and White wins after 23…Bd3 24.Qxb6 Ra6 25.Qc7 Bxf1 26.Qf7+ Kh8 27.Be5 Qg8 28.Qb7.

22…Bxf3! 23.Qxb6 Ra6 24.Qc7 Be4 25.Be5

Things are still looking scary for Black, but he just manages to hang on.

25…Ra7 26.Qb6 Ra6 27.Qb5 Ra7 28.Rc1 h6 29.f3 Bg6 30.Qb6 Re7 31.Ra1 Qc8 32.Qd6 Qd7 33.Ra8+ Kh7 34.Qb8 Qe8 35.Qb4 Qxa8 36.Qxe7 Qg8 37.h4 Qf7 38.Qxf7 Bxf7 39.g4

And here a draw was agreed.

QO 3.6
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Escaldes Zonal 1998

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Nf3 Be7 5.Bf4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.a3 Nc6 9.cxd5

For 9.b4!?, see the game Epishin-Short.

9…Nxd5 10.Nxd5 exd5 11.Bd3 Bb6 12.0-0 d4

A thematic idea: Black wants to solve the problem of his isolated pawn.

13.e4! Bg4 14.h3 Bh5

Black has an important alternative here in 14…Qf6, after which White’s best bet is 15.hxg4 Qxf4 16.Nh2!, e.g. 16…Ne5 17.g3 Qf6 18.f4 Nxd3 19.Qxd3, with slightly better play for White.

15.g4 Bg6 16.Rc1

Gurevich later opted for 16.Nd2 in his game against Lutz, Forchheim 2000, which continued as follows: 16…f6 17.Nc4 Bc7 18.Bxc7 Qxc7 19.f4, and the position was roughly equal.

16…Re8?!

More active and better is 16…Rc8.

17.Re1 Kh8 18.e5! Qd5 19.b4 a5?

Now everything goes wrong for Black. Gurevich plays the rest very powerfully.

20.Bc4 Qd7

[image: images]

21.e6! fxe6 22.b5 Ne7

White also has a large advantage after 22…Nd8 23.Ne5 Qe7 24.Nxg6+ hxg6 25.Qd3, etc.

23.Rxe6 Nd5??

A blunder that puts Black out of his misery. His only move was 23…Bc7 24.Bxc7 Qxc7 25.Qxd4, with a large advantage for White, since Black has no compensation for the lost pawn.

24.Rd6

Black resigns, since he loses a piece after 24…Qf7 25.Bxd5 Qxf4 26.Rxb6.

QO 7.4
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Dortmund 1995

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 0-0 7.e3 b6

The Tartakower Variation – the most common opening in the Queen’s Gambit and a frequent guest at the highest level.

8.Qb3

This approach is also used occasionally by the top players. White waits for …Bb7 and then fixes the centre with the typical exchange manoeuvre 9.Bxf6 and 10.cxd5.

8…Bb7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.Rd1

This move is part of the white system. Black is discouraged from playing the freeing …c5.

11…Re8 12.Bd3 c5!

Regardless! Black implements the thematic idea to prevent being reduced to passivity.

13.dxc5 Nd7

The point of the black idea. Black is prepared to give a pawn for active piece play.

14.c6!

This idea is another frequent guest in the Tartakower. After 14.cxb6?! Nc5 15.Qc2 Nxd3+ 16.Rxd3 axb6 Black has good play thanks to the idea …Ba6.

14…Bxc6 15.0-0 Nc5 16.Qc2 Bb7 17.Bb5 Re7 18.Nxd5!

White radically changes the character of the position. After 18.Nd4 Rc8 a dynamic balance arises, in which the weak pawn is sufficiently compensated for by Black’s bishop pair.

18…Bxd5 19.Qf5 Bxb2 20.Rxd5 Qc8 21.Qc2 Bf6 22.Rfd1 a6 23.Bf1

23.Bc4 is met strongly by 23…Rc7!, and Black is OK.

23…Re8 24.Bc4!?

Now this does make a difference. Square f7 has been weakened and …Rc7 is no longer possible.

24…Ra7?

Lautier has indicated that Black should have played 24…Qc7! here to prepare for 25…Rad8, and the position levels out even more. The strong knight on c5 keeps Black alive.

25.Rd6! b5?!

Better was 25…Ne4, after which White must react accurately with 26.Rc6!, as indicated by Lautier. After 26…Qb8 27.Bd5 Rae7 28.Rb1 b5 29.Bxe4 Rxe4 30.Rxa6, White is a pawn up, but Black has some compensation.

[image: images]

26.Rxf6!

The black kingside is in ruins.

26…gxf6

Relatively better was 26…bxc4, but after 27.Rf4 White wins a pawn for which Black has no compensation whatever.

27.Qg6+ Kf8 28.Qxh6+ Ke7 29.Bxf7!

As if it wasn’t bad enough already!

29…Rh8 30.Qg6 Rd7 31.Nd4 Rf8 32.Nf5+ Kd8 33.Qxf6+ Kc7 34.Rc1

And after all this misery Black resigns.

QO 7.5
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Cappelle la Grande 1998

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bg5 0-0 6.e3 h6 7.Bh4 b6 8.Qc2

This move is played with a tactical approach with 0-0-0 and a pawn storm on the kingside in mind. In the main line Black must react very actively to prevent himself from being overrun.

8…Bb7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.0-0-0 Nc6!?

According to the theory, Black’s best option here is 11…c5!, with the idea of 12.dxc5!? Nd7, and Black gets good play if White accepts the pawn. A positionally sound continuation then is 13.c6 Bxc6 14.Nd4 Bb7, with roughly equal chances. Too slow is 11…Nd7 12.h4 c5 13.g4, and the white attack will run smoothly. An instructive example is Z. Polgar-Lau, Polanica Zdroj 1991.

12.h4 Bc8

[image: images]

13.Ng5!?

The hard-boiled approach. White cannot be bothered about one pawn.

13…Bxg5

Black can also refuse the sacrifice with 13…g6, when an unclear position could arise after 14.Nxf7 Rxf7 15.Nxd5! Qxd5 16.Bc4 Qd7 17.Qxg6+ Kf8 18.Bxf7 Qxf7 19.Qxh6+ Qg7 20.Qf4.

14.hxg5 Qxg5 15.Be2 Ne7 16.g4!

White consistently continues to open attacking files.

16…Bxg4 17.Rdg1 Bf5!

Less good is 17…f5, since 18.Kb1 is preparing for 19.f3, winning a piece, to which Black does not have an effective reply.

18.Rxg5 Bxc2 19.Re5 Nc6

The only move, since after 19…Ng6 20.Reh5 the black bishop has run out of escape squares: 20…Be4 21.f3.

20.Rxd5 Bg6 21.Rd7

Now the endgame favours White, since he will soon win back the pawn.

21…Nb4 22.Rxc7 Rfc8 23.Rxc8+ Rxc8 24.Kd2 Bf5 25.Rc1 Be6 26.e4!

In the endgame, too, central pawns are usually stronger than those on the wings. Now White surges forward with surprising speed.

26…Rd8 27.d5 Bc8 28.Ke3 Re8 29.a3! Na6 30.Nb5!

Winning a piece in view of the threat 31.Nd6.

30…Nc5 31.Nd6 Re7 32.b4

Black resigns. He is going to lose a piece.

QO 7.7
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La Fère 2002

1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 e6 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bg5 0-0 6.e3 h6 7.Bh4 b6 8.cxd5 Nxd5 9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.Nxd5 exd5 11.Rc1 Be6

The bishop is far more effective here than on b7, even though 7…b6 has weakened the black position.

12.Qa4 Rc8!?

Black usually plays 12…c5 here, and after 13.Qa3! Rc8 14.Be2 he can solve the pin with 14…Qf8 or 14…Kf8, which was played in many games. An example at top level: Piket-Kasimdzhanov, Wijk aan Zee 2002.

13.b4?!

A well-known idea, but pretty dubious in this position. After 13.Be2 c5 14.Qa3 we are back in the main line.

13…c6 14.Be2

[image: images]

14…a5!

The standard way to create counterplay. It is somewhat surprising that White is already in considerable trouble here.

15.b5

15.a3 also favours Black: 15…b5! 16.Qb3 axb4 17.axb4 Ra4 18.Rb1 Na6, and pawn b4 is lost.

15…Qb4+

The point of the black concept. The a8 rook becomes active on the a-file.

16.Qxb4 axb4 17.bxc6

17.Ne5 is met by 17…c5!, also with a clear advantage.

17…Rxc6! 18.0-0?

Making Black’s life very easy. More tenacious is 18.Rb1! Rxa2 19.Bd1 Na6 20.Bb3, and White keeps the b-pawns in check.

18…Rxa2 19.Bd3 Rc3! 20.Rxc3 bxc3 21.Rb1 Nc6 22.Ne1

After this Black wins easily. After 22.Rxb6! c2 23.Rxc6 Ra1+ 24.Bf1 c1Q 25.Rxc1 Rxc1 White would lose an exchange, but the remaining endgame is anything but easy.

22…Rb2! 23.Rxb2 cxb2 24.Kf1 g6!

Threatening 25…Bf5.

25.f3 Bf5 26.e4 dxe4 27.fxe4 Bc8 28.Kf2

Or 28.Nf3 Ba6!, and Black wins.

28…Nxd4

White resigns. He is two pawns down in a hopeless endgame.

QO 7.10
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Germany Bundesliga 2003/04

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 0-0 7.e3 b6 8.Bd3

White has a simple strategy in mind. After this move he is able to exert pressure on the c- and d-files if Black tries to free himself with …c5.

8…Bb7 9.0-0 Nbd7 10.Qe2 Ne4!

A standard freeing action. Black is hoping to release the pressure by swapping some pieces.

11.Bg3!

After 11.Bxe7 Qxe7 the black position is far easier to play.

11…c5 12.cxd5 exd5 13.Rad1 Qc8!

An idea from Nigel Short whose main point is to prevent Bd3-a6. In Kramnik-Yusupov, Dortmund 1998, there followed 13…Nxg3 14.hxg3 a6 (another way to prevent Ba6) 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.Bb1 Nb6 17.a4!, and pawn d5 turned out to be very vulnerable. Other possibilities are 13…Ndf6 and 13…Bf6, which have been played in many games as well.

14.Rfe1

In Lautier-Short, Pamplona 1999/00, White went about it differently: 14.Bb1 Ndf6 15.Qc2 Re8 16.Be5 Qe6, and Black was fine.

14…Bf6 15.Bxe4 dxe4 16.Nd2 cxd4 17.exd4 Bxd4 18.Nb5

[image: images]

18…Bxb2?

This fails tactically. Correct was 18…Bc5, and the balance is preserved, e.g. 19.Nc7!? e3! 20.fxe3 Rb8.

19.Nd6 Qc6 20.N2xe4 f5?

More tenacious is 20…Ba3 now, even though White has the beautiful 21.Nxb7 Qxb7 22.Qf3!, with the double threat of Nf6+ and Qxa3. After 22…Nc5 23.Bd6 Nxe4 24.Bxf8 Rxf8 25.Qxa3 or 25.Rxe4 White has a large advantage, but converting it requires solid technique.

21.Qxb2 fxe4 22.Rc1

Black resigns; after 22…Qd5 23.Red1 the bishop is doomed.

QO 8.15
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British Championship, Torquay 1998

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 d5 3.c4 e6 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 0-0 7.e3 b6 8.Be2 Bb7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.b4

A positional approach. White is aiming for a large strategic advantage on the queenside, as he is threatening 12.b5, saddling his opponent with both a backward pawn (c7) and a virtual isolated pawn (d5).

11…c6

The most common move. 11…c5!? was Karpov’s choice in several games of his 1985 World Championship match against Kasparov. Karpov drew with it four times, always after accurate defending. Kasparov later played this position on the black side (against Karpov!, World Championship 1987), also with a draw as the result. In short, a reliable move. For ambitious black players it is less attractive, however, because it strongly reduces their winning chances. The main line continues as follows: 12.bxc5 bxc5 13.Rb1 Bc6 14.0-0 Nd7 15.Bb5! Qc7 16.Qd3, and White has a tiny but pleasant plus.

12.0-0 a5 13.a3?!

Now Black will get what he wanted. Stronger is 13.b5 c5, which has been seen in many games. See, for example, the games Onischuk-Rychagov and Zviagintsev-Kasimdzhanov.

13…Nd7 14.Qb3 Re8 15.Bd3 axb4 16.axb4 Nf8

This knight is played to e6, a well-known knight manoeuvre in the black system.

17.Rfd1 Ne6 18.Bf1 Qd6 19.Ne1 h5 20.g3?

This mistake allows for an unexpected turn of events.

20…Rxa1 21.Rxa1

[image: images]

21…Bxd4!

A surprising combination that yields Black a decisive material plus.

22.exd4?!

White is still blissfully unaware. Less bad was something like 22.Ra7, but then Black has simply won a pawn.

22…Nxd4 23.Qa3 Rxe1!

The point of Black’s 21st move, which White must have overlooked.

24.Rxe1 Nf3+ 25.Kh1 Nxe1 26.Qa7 Qe7

White resigns, since 27.Qxb6 d4! cannot but end badly.

QO 8.15
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Moscow 2002

1.c4 e6 2.Nc3 d5 3.d4 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3 0-0 6.Nf3 h6 7.Bh4 b6 8.Be2 Bb7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.b4 c6 12.0-0 a5 13.b5!

This idea is thematic. White gets extra pressure on d5.

13…c5 14.Ne5

The latest trend, which changes the character of the position at once. Until this game, the normal continuation has been 14.Rc1 Nd7 15.dxc5 Nxc5 16.Nd4, with a pleasant little plus for White.

14…Qc7

It is quite important that 14…Bxe5 15.dxe5 d4 16.exd4 cxd4 17.Na4 Qg5 18.Bg4! also gives White a small advantage, as was borne out in Epishin-Upton, Gibraltar 2004. Simply bad is 14…Nd7? in view of 15.Nc6 Bxc6 16.bxc6 Nb8 17.c7 Qxc7 18.Nxd5 Qd6 19.Nxf6+ Qxf6 20.dxc5 bxc5 21.Qd5, and White wins a pawn with a superior position.

15.Ng4 Be7 16.Bf3 Rd8 17.Rc1 c4 18.Ne5 Bb4

[image: images]

19.Nxd5!?

Interesting! White sacrifices a piece for two central pawns. He also gets an attack because of his lead in development.

19…Bxd5 20.Bxd5 Rxd5 21.Rxc4 Qd8 22.Qf3 Rxe5?

Black could have offered much more resistance with 22…Ra7!, with the idea of meeting 23.Rfc1 with 23…Ba3 24.Rc8 Bxc1 25.Rxd8+ Rxd8. After 26.Nc6 Nxc6 27.Qxc6 Ba3 28.Qxb6 Raa8 Black should certainly not be worse.

23.Qxa8 Re8 24.Rfc1?

Stronger was 24.Qb7, and Black is tied hand and foot.

24…Ba3 25.R1c2 Qd7 26.g3 Qxb5?

This loses quickly in view of the weakness of the back rank. Far more tenacious was 26…Rf8!, and now it is very doubtful whether White is really better.

27.Rc8! Bd6 28.Qb7 Rxc8

Here, too, 28…Rf8! was more stubborn, although the win cannot be far away after 29.Rxf8+ Bxf8 30.Rc7!, since Black’s pieces lack all coordination.

29.Rxc8+ Kh7 30.Qxf7 Qb1+ 31.Kg2 Qe4+ 32.f3

Black resigns.

QO 8.15
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Essen 2002

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Bg5 Be7 5.Nf3 h6 6.Bh4 0-0 7.e3 b6 8.Be2 Bb7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.b4 c6 12.0-0 a5 13.b5 c5 14.Ne5 Qc7 15.Ng4 Be7 16.Bf3 Rd8 17.Rc1 Ra7

An improvement compared to 17…c4. Black maintains the central tension.

18.Ne5 Qd6 19.Bg4 Ba8

This bishop is a bad but indispensable piece for Black, as the d5 pawn is extremely weak. Black would like to swap it with 19…Bc8, but this now fails to 20.Bxc8 Rxc8 21.Qf3, with an attack on d5 and f7.

20.Na4

A strong move, even though the knight is on the rim. Pawns b6 and c5 are permanently under pressure.

20…Rc7 21.Qc2 Bb7 22.f4 c4 23.Nc3 f6??

A blunder that allows White to finish the game at once. Correct was 23…Bc8!, after which White holds on to a marginal plus with 24.Bf3.
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24.Qg6!

Black resigns. After 24…fxe5 White plays 25.Be6+ Kh8 26.fxe5 Qa3 27.Bf5, etc.

QO 8.15
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St Vincent 2005

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bg5 0-0 6.e3 h6 7.Bh4 b6 8.Be2 Bb7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.b4 c6 12.0-0 Re8 13.Rc1 Nd7 14.Qb3 a5 15.b5 c5 16.Nxd5
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16…Bxd4!

An important finesse to preserve the balance.

17.Bc4 a4 18.Qc2 Ne5?!

After this White is still slightly better. Black should have aimed for swapping the other knight with 18…Nf6!, e.g. 19.exd4 Bxd5 20.Bxd5 Qxd5 21.dxc5 bxc5, and the position may still be slightly better for White.

19.Nxe5 Bxe5 20.Rfd1 a3 21.Rd2 Qh4 22.h3 Bxd5

An understandable reaction, but the resulting position with opposite-coloured bishops clearly favours White. Maybe Black should have sacrificed a pawn for activity with 22…Rad8!? 23.Nxb6 Be4 24.Rxd8 Rxd8 25.Qe2, but here, too, it is very doubtful whether he will be able to show sufficient compensation.

23.Rxd5 Rad8 24.Rcd1 Rxd5 25.Rxd5 Qf6 26.f4

26.Rd7 Rf8 (26…Re7?? 27.Rd8+ mates) 27.Qd3 is also strong; Black is extremely passive.

26…Bc7 27.Rf5!

After 27.Rd7 Re7! the damage would have been restricted.

27…Qa1+

More tenacious was 27…Qb2, but after 28.Bxf7+ Kh8 29.Qd1 Rd8 30.Rd5 Black won’t survive anyway.

28.Kh2 Re7 29.Bxf7+

Black resigns. After 29…Rxf7 White wins with 30.Qc4.

QO 10.7

[image: images]   Ananchenko

[image: images]   Abdelnabbi

Pardubice 2004

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Nf3 Be7 5.Bg5 0-0 6.e3 h6 7.Bxf6

A dangerous move if you don’t know the theory. White can go for a lead in development with 0-0-0 and launch a successful pawn storm on the kingside, owing to the weakness on h6, as this game clearly shows. At the time of writing, this move is still rarely used at top level, since Black has found a demonstrable way to equalise.

7…Bxf6 8.Qc2

The experiment 8.b4 is asking too much of the white position. In Vallejo Pons-Lputian, Istanbul Olympiad 2000, Black obtained much counterplay after 8…c6 9.Rc1 Nd7 10.Qb3 a5! 11.b5 e5!.

8…c6?!

This move, although often played, is very passive. As of 2005, it is known that Black can easily equalise with a virtually forced move sequence: 8…c5! 9.dxc5 dxc4! 10.Bxc4 Qa5 11.0-0 Bxc3 12.Qxc3 Qxc3 13.bxc3 Nd7 14.c6 bxc6 15.Rab1 Nb6 16.Be2 c5. This position has occurred dozens of times in grandmaster practice. In Zviagintsev-Beliavsky, Essen 2000, the hatchets were buried at this point!

9.h4 Re8 10.0-0-0 Nd7 11.g4 Nf8 12.g5!

The white attack is running very smoothly and is already assuming threatening proportions.

12…hxg5 13.hxg5 Bxg5 14.Bd3 f5?

After this panic move the white attack strikes home.

15.Ne5 Bf6 16.f4!

White could also have won the queen with 16.Rh8+ Kxh8 17.Nf7+, but after 17…Kg8 18.Nxd8 Rxd8 it requires good technique to break down the black position.

16…Bxe5 17.fxe5 dxc4 18.Bxc4 b5

[image: images]

19.Qxf5! g6

19…bxc4 20.Qh5 is one of many winning continuations. Black will not be able to prevent a quick mate.

20.Rdg1 Kg7 21.Rh7+! Kxh7 22.Qf7+ Kh6 23.Rh1+

Black resigns. This must have been a tough lesson!

QO 11.3
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Moscow 2004

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7

A subtle move order. Black wants to wait for Nf3 before developing his king’s knight in order to avoid all kinds of systems in which White develops his king’s knight to e2.

4.cxd5 exd5 5.Bf4

This is White’s extra possibility, a specialty of Botvinnik’s. After 5.Nf3 Nf6 6.Bg5 the Exchange Variation with the premature developing move Nf3 has arisen.

5…c6 6.e3 Bf5 7.Nge2

For the aggressive 7.g4, see the game Turov-Vaganian.

7…Nd7 8.f3

More common is 8.Ng3, with which the black player had a nasty experience in Sokolov-Vaganian, Tilburg 1994.

8…Bg6 9.Bg3 Nh6!

A strong idea. Black keeps his f-pawn mobile and has created the possibility …Nf5.

10.Bf2 Bd6 11.g4?

This move would be strong if White got the time for the follow-up 12.h4, but Black puts a spanner in the works.

11…f5!

Meeting the challenge at once and showing that the white expansion only leaves weaknesses in its wake.

12.h3 0-0 13.Bg2 Qe7!

The black player explains the subtlety of this move in New In Chess 2004/3. He waits until White castles before taking his queen to the more active square g5, as an immediate 13…fxg4 14.hxg4 Qg5 is met by 15.Qd2 (with the idea of 16.Bh4) 15…Rae8 16.0-0-0, and now Black cannot play 16…Nxg4? in view of 17.Bh4.

14.0-0 fxg4 15.hxg4 Qg5

The white opening set-up has badly backfired, and White goes from bad to worse.

16.Qd2 Rae8 17.Rae1?

Overlooking or underestimating Black’s reply.

[image: images]

17…Rxf3!! 18.Bxf3 Nxg4 19.Bg3

Vaganian has shown the following convincing winning line: 19.Bxg4 Qxg4+ 20.Bg3 Bxg3 21.Nxg3 Qxg3+ 22.Qg2 Rxe3 23.Qxg3 Rxg3+ 24.Kh2 Rd3 25.Re7 Nf6 26.Rxb7 Rxd4 27.Re1 (or 27.Rb8+ Kf7 28.Rb7+ Kf8 29.Rb8+ Ke7 30.Rb7+ Nd7, with a decisive advantage for Black) 27…Rh4+ 28.Kg3 Rg4+ 29.Kh3 Bf5 30.Kh2 d4 31.Ree7 h6.

19…Nxe3 20.Kh1

20.Bg2 Bxg3 21.Nxg3 Qxg3 22.Rf3 Qxg2+ 23.Qxg2 Nxg2 24.Rxe8+ Bxe8 25.Kxg2 Nf6.

20…Bh5!

The decisive blow. 20…Bxg3 only leads to perpetual check after 21.Nxg3 Qxg3 22.Rxe3 Qh3+, etc.

21.Bxh5

Not 21.Bxd6?? in view of 21…Bxf3+ 22.Rxf3 Qg2 mate, while 21.Nf4 is insufficient after 21…Nxf1 22.Rxf1 Qxg3 23.Nxh5 (or 23.Bxh5 Bxf4 24.Qxf4 Qh3+ 25.Kg1 Qxh5, and Black wins) 23…Qh3+ 24.Kg1 Ne5! 25.Bd1 Nc4 26.Qg2 Qxg2+ 27.Kxg2 Ne3+ 28.Kg1 Nxf1 29.Kxf1, with
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