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​Introduction

In his first epistle, Peter admonished
Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their
hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able
to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they
give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early
call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian
faith.

This commission continues to the
present-day Christian. The Logos Apologetics Series is developed as
a resource for Christians who want to understand apologetics and
the apologetic discipline presently.

In this publication:

In this fourth book of the apologetic
discipline series, we will examine the practical demonstrations of
apologetics in 21st Century Christian church. We will examine the
functions which characterize the apologetic ministry and
discipline. In addition, we will address, in brief, modern day
doctrines which oppose traditional Christian
orthodoxy.****
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Apologetics in the 21st
Century


Development of apologetic ministry does
not begin solely with orchestrating new ways to defend, explain,
and elucidate truths of the Christian faith. When understanding of
the history of apologetics, as has been discussed, is achieved,
then focus is an added dimension to present-day apologetics.
History has shown that the other ministries of the Christian faith
have been outlined, defined, and expounded upon in
volumes.

Deficiency Defined

However, the apologetic discipline has
been deficient in defining its nuances, applications, and orders
within Christian ministry. The foundation of developments in the
21st Century will then begin with bringing definition to the
differing apologetic ministry.

But contrariwise, when they saw that
the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the
gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought
effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the
same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles *Galatians 2:7-9
KJV)

Just as Paul and Peter recognized their
parameters within the apostolic ministry.

Apologetic Clarity

In this presentation, an identification
and explication of apologetic manifestations will be discussed,
these orders will not only bring present-day clarity to apologetic
ministry but being greater fruitfulness. The apologist who
understands his or her particular area will being glory to the
kingdom of God. Remember, in the Old Testament God did not approve
others trying to operate in areas of ministry to which they were
not called. The individuals who endeavors to intrude in areas of
Judaic ministry incurred God’s displeasures. Remember the story of
king Uzziah,

And they withstood Uzziah the king, and
said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn
incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that
are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou
hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the LORD
God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn
incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even
rose up in his forehead before the priests in the house of the
LORD, from beside the incense altar. (2 Chronicles 26:18-19
KJV)

The present-day apologist who operates
in their particular area will be fruitful in their endeavors and
will not suffer pointless shame, disgrace, or embarrassment. The
modern apologist has to be willing to appreciate the endeavors
while establishing their own identity in the apologetic
discipline.

Mentors, tutors, and teachers are
necessary, but students and practitioners of apologetics must
incorporate what they learn while establishing and maintaining
their particular call to apologetics. They are seven orders of
apologetics that are to be identified, recognized, and accepted in
the New Testament churches.
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Apologetic Orders

The modern apologist has to be clear in
focus and expression of this discipline. The former manifestations
of the apostolic discipline the scriptures have been addressed. The
modern apologist first has to have the proper foundation for
his/her operation in this area.

When Paul recalled his encounter with
the apostles, it was expressed that he had an apostleship to the
gentiles, while Peter’s apostleship was to the Jews. Each of these
men were apostles, however, the execution and focus of their
ministries were different. Apologists, today, have to mindful of
this. They cannot mimic and parrot another’s ministry.

In the beginning sections of this
thesis, different types of apologetic manifestations were addressed
from biblical narratives. It can then be asserted that these types
of apologetic ministries will need to be embraced and emulated
accordingly. As with the ministry of the deacon, the modern
apologist needs to have a uniform set of guidelines for this
ministry to operate effectively. In this section, a foundation for
those operating in the apologetic discipline shall be explored.
There is diversity in apologetic ministry, however seven main
apologetic types can be ascertained.

Theological Apologist

Theological apologists are apologists
whose emphasis is on the core doctrine of Christ. Their ministry
will be focused primarily on the doctrinal stability of the Church.
They will consistently defend and contend for the core doctrines of
the faith.

They will endeavor for the doctrinal
purity of the Church. They will warn the Church against abhorrent
doctrines and provide answers through sound biblical interpretation
and application.

Theological apologists will, through
inspiration, have an ability to interpret the scriptures to
establish believers in the faith of God. Their ministry will mirror
that of the apostles who were able to interpret the New Testament
faith in light of the Old Testament scriptures They will be able to
elaborate on the mysteries of God revealed through the apostles and
prophets.

Let a man so account of us, as of the
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. (I
Corinthians 4:1 KJV)

Theological apologist will often serve
as bible teachers, professors, and participate in many of the
teaching ministries within the local Church. Paul and Apollos
demonstrated this type of apologetic ministry as they established
the churches in the faith.

Philosophical Apologist

Philosophical apologists are apologists
who have the ability to defend the faith against objectionable
philosophies which try to infiltrate the Church. Paul oftentimes
warned the churches against philosophies contrary to
Christ.

Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. (Colossians 2:8
KJV)

Philosophical apologists will have a
spiritual endowment to confront anti-biblical philosophies and
instruct the church in defending against them. At the introduction
of his gospel, John appealed to philosophy to preach that Christ
was the Son of God. Philosophical apologists will use varying
philosophies to their advantage. In John’s gospel, he incorporated
the prevailing philosophy surrounding the logos in order to defend
the eternity and divinity of Christ.

Evangelical Apologist

Evangelical apologists not only defend
the faith but incorporate a polemic element with the goal of
converting the listeners to the faith. Paul did this when he
confronted the men at Mars Hill. He used what they were engaged in
to grab their attention, then he went on to preach
Christ.

Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars'
hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye
are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN
GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.
Acts 17: 22-23 KJV)

The evangelical apologist will know how
to engage unbelievers in dialogue, to defend the faith and to gain
converts to Christ.

Historical Apologist

The historical apologist is one who is
well versed in biblical history and Christian history. This type of
apologetic ministry is necessary to combat those who will contend
against the existence of Christ, the reliability of the scriptures,
and the origin and source of Christian doctrine. 2000 years of
Christian history has demanded the necessity of this type of
apologetic ministry in the churches. In the scriptures, this type
of apologetic ministry is demonstrated in Ezra who called Israel
back to its historical identity.

And Ezra the priest brought the law
before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could
hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month.
(Nehemiah 8:2 KJV)

Contemporary Apologist

The contemporary apologist has the
concern of helping the church to defend against current unbiblical
and ungodly trends in society and the Church. They will be well
informed on current social issues, concerns, and movements which
seek to corrupt the Church. The contemporary apologist will be
aware of the current times and have an understanding of how to
defend the faith.

In the Old Testament, Saul pursued
David and wanted to kill him. However, int eh book of I Chronicles,
it is noted that the different tribes came to David’s help and
pledged allegiance to him. The tribe of Issachar is noted to be
populated with men who had an understanding of the
times.

They knew that God had chosen David and
rejected Saul and decided to follow him. The modern apologist will
take a stand against societal values and trends and adhere to the
faith.

And of the children of Issachar, which
were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel
ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their
brethren were at their commandment. (I Chronicles 12:32
KJV)

Contemporary apologists will endeavor
to see the bride of Christ remain holy before Him.

For I am jealous over you with godly
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:2
KJV)

In Jude, Christians are admonished to
be built up in the faith and help others to remain pure.

And others save with fear, pulling them
out of the fire;hating even the garment

spotted by the flesh. (Jude 1:23
KJV))

The contemporary apologist will help
guard the Church against modern practices which try to invade the
church to its arm. They will stand against contemporary practices
which do not adorn the doctrine of Christ.

Technological Apologist

This apologist will be skilled in using
modern technology to defend the gospel. With the expansion of the
internet and other technological advances, these mediums have been
used to attack the faith. These individuals will have a God-given
ability to use these resources to defend the faith.

Just as God gave the builders of the
temple endowments to perform their tasks, so these apologists will
have understanding to use technology to make a proper defense of
the faith.

And thou shalt speak unto all that are
wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that
they may make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, hat he may
minister unto me in the priest's office. (Exodus 28:3
KJV)

And I have filled him with the spirit
of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in
all manner of workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in
gold, and in silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to set
them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of
workmanship. (Exodus 31:3-5 KJV)

In the Old Testament, God gave
instructions for the building of the Tabernacle and for the making
of the priestly garments. God told Moses that He filled individuals
with wisdom to do those things. He gave them an understanding of
craftmanship, workmanship, and of sewing for His service. Likewise,
the technological apologist will be able to use technology in all
its forms for defense of the Gospel.

In whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:3 KJV)

Their understanding will not be because
of natural intellect, but from divine empowerment. God understands
all things, for in Him is all wisdom and knowledge.

Scientific Apologist

This apologist will use the Sciences to
help explain the mysteries of God. They will use biology,
chemistry, and other advanced Sciences to demonstrate the glory of
God. this apologist will demonstrate how the words of Paul are
true,

Nevertheless he left not himself
without witness, in that he did good, and gave us
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Nine Functions of the Modern
Apologist
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Focus of Apologists
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Brief Survey of Abhorrent
Present-day Denominations/Movements/Doctrines
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