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  “The Lowell School in J.P., Ms. McAndrew’s sixth grade class. The Boston Public School manual training class’s Mass Turnpike contest winners! Left to right: Ronald Morrow, Gerald Creedon, and John Kamaiegian. We each received a small gift from the City of Boston: a chauffeured tour of the State House and our picture in the Herald Traveler!”


  – Ronald Morrow
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  the 1940s & 1950s
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   Madison Place, part of the New York Streets section of the South End, demolished in the late 1950s.


   Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Broadway Bridge, connecting South Boston to the South End, August 1949. Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Double parked even then! Courtesy City of Boston.
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  On the corner of Tremont and Boylston Streets, April 1948.


  Photo by Leslie Jones.
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  Life during wartime. Tender Comrade plays at RKO Keith’s on Washington Street, 1943. The film, which premiered that year, featured Ginger Rogers as Jo Jones, a young defense worker who shares a house with three other women. All four of their husbands are off to war. Courtesy the Boston Preservation Alliance.
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  Salem Street, January 1949.
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  Dock Square, 1949.


  Photos courtesy City of Boston.
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  Quincy, 1940s.


  Courtesy Theodore Iorio.
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  Posing for a rooftop photo near Carson Beach. South Boston, 1946. Courtesy Fran Fruzzetti.
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  A saucy Anna pretends to hitch a lift on Webster Street. East Boston, mid-1940s. Courtesy Nancy Tella.
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  A happy grandmother on Columbia Road. South Boston, mid-1940s. Courtesy Stephen Nauyokas.
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  USS Mason at the Boston Navy Yard. Charlestown, 1944. Courtesy National Archives.
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  “My brother and I at Wollaston Beach in Quincy. We lived across the street and my mother made us bring those life preservers everywhere.”


  – Theodore Iorio
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  “This photo was taken on Grove Street around 1946. We lived at #37 . . . This is not our pony. Back then, pony rides were available in the city. I am the young girl . . . the boy on the pony is my brother Bob.”


  – Carolyn Toppin Weavers
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  Three sailors walk their dates through the Public Garden, 1943. Courtesy Robert Ketcherside.
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  The crowd crosses at the corner of Blue Hill Avenue and Quincy Street, 1948. Photos courtesy City of Boston.
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  Washington Street at Franklin Street, February 1949. Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Magazine Beach, Cambridge, 1944. By the 1950s, swimming was banned because of all that dirty water. Courtesy Massachusetts State Archives.
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  “My mom in pin curls. Mary Harvey-Dingee, with my two brothers, Steve and Lee Dingee, at Columbia Point Projects around 1956. I wasn’t born yet. She later divorced and was married to my step-dad, Nick Singelakis, who owned the Colonial Room and the Elite in South Boston.”


  – Renee Devine
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  The Salvation Army band plays on Pinckney Street. Beacon Hill, 1959. Photo by Nick DeWolf.
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  Father and daughter across the street from Blanchard’s on Harrison Avenue. South End, 1956.


  Courtesy Joanne Muti.
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  Donata and Tony Mazzola on Tremont Street. Downtown, 1956.


  Courtesy Julie Steinhilber.
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  Built on three of the Boston Harbor Islands, Boston Airport opened in 1923. Quaint and somewhat charming (look how close you can park to the terminal), it was renamed Logan Airport in 1943. Over the decades to come, the airport’s expansion would prove imminent, much to the dismay of East Boston residents. In the distance, you can make out Castle Island—still an island. East Boston, 1945. Courtesy Tom Perry.
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  Demolition derby. Chunks of Salem and Hanover Streets in the North End get the old heave-ho from the wrecking ball to make way for the doomed Central Artery. 1952-1953. Photos courtesy Massachusetts State Archives.
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  Loathed from inception, the Central Artery cut a swath through the city. Called the “Distress Way” and the “World’s Largest Parking Lot,” this huge gash, now underground, will never be missed. Downtown, 1954. Photos courtesy Massachusetts State Archives.
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  Crossing that bridge when they get to it. The Tobin Bridge looking toward Chelsea from Charlestown in the early 1950s. Photo by Leslie Jones.
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  Mugging for a photo op at the marathon. Mayor John Hynes congratulates Keizo Yamada as he crosses the finish line, 1953. Photo by Leslie Jones.
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  West End newsstand, 1950s. Photo by Nishan Bichajian.
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  A crowd of tough-looking hot dog lovers congregate outside the famous Joe and Nemo in good ol’ Scollay Square, 1950s. Courtesy Bostonian Society.
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  Motte Street, once alive and kicking, was razed along with the other New York Streets. South End, August 1955. Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Bob Lee’s Lantern House on Tyler Street became Bob Lee’s Islander in 1960, featuring over-the-top visuals and a totally tiki décor. Chinatown, 1955. Photo by Nishan Bichajian.
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  41st Annual NAACP Convention held at Union United Methodist Church. Delegates to the convention were urged to intensify political action and attack legal segregation wherever it existed. National NAACP Executive Secretary Walter White called for “unified action against those politicians who sold us out on civil rights.” South End, 1950.


  Courtesy Library of Congress.


  [image: chpt_fig_039]

  
  Don’t break a heel, girls. An officer stops traffic as two Wanda the Walking Dolls work their way across the cobblestones, 1950s. Photo by Leslie Jones.
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  Where did all those yesterdays go? Two well-dressed ladies stand outside The Cosy Café on Atlantic Avenue, 1954. Photo by Jack Leonard.
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 Photo by Jack Leonard.
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  A couple of kids with The Kid. Fenway Park, 1957. Courtesy Boys and Girls Clubs of Boston.
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  The Falcons hang out at the Bunker Hill Monument on Easter Sunday. Charlestown, 1955.


  Courtesy Shawn Lynch.
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  Mary Harvey, posing in front of her Athens Street house, sporting the mid-1950s Southie look. Courtesy Renee Devine.
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  Charlie takes a butt break on Florence Street. Roslindale, 1940s.


  Courtesy Nancy Tella.
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  The 1955 razing of the New York Streets in the South End. With names like Oswego, Rochester, Troy, Oneida, and the sole survivor, Albany, the New York Streets was a crowded, diverse, and vibrant section of the South End. As the first urban renewal project in Boston, the demolition made way for various civic and commercial enterprises. Displacing more than eight hundred families from their homes and shuttering businesses, the wholesale leveling of the neighborhood predated the demolition of the West End by several years, but clearly no lessons were learned. 1958.


  Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Must be a public sector repair job. One guy digs, fifteen guys watch. Mayor John Hynes and city workers at the site of the Devonshire Street water main break, September 1954. Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Gang’s all here! Late 1950s.
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  All he wants are his two front teeth. Posing with the Stowe Lion on Columbus Avenue. South End, 1950s. Photos by Leslie Jones.
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  The Custom House tower stands as the pot of gold at the end of the tedious and ramshackle rainbow of roadways, June 1950. Courtesy Massachusetts State Archives.
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  As dirty as it gets. Staniford Street in the West End looking toward North Station, early 1950s. Photo by Leslie Jones.
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  Crossroads under the city, 1958.
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  Charlie on the MTA, 1958.


  Photos by Nick DeWolf.
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  The hustle and bustle of Haymarket, 1956.


 Photo by Leslie Jones.
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  Photo by Leslie Jones.
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  The first cut is the deepest. This section of Hanover Street was an early sacrifice for the Central Artery, 1952. Courtesy Massachusetts State Archives.
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  The news is on the move. The Boston Herald Traveler moves from Newspaper Row to make its new home upon the rubble of the New York Streets, May 1958. Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Photo by Nick DeWolf.
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  “A photo of Jim Piersall ... probably around 1953. My grandfather somehow got this one signed. My Dad really treasured it.”


  – Fran Sturgis


  [image: chpt_fig_060]

  
  Revere Beach, early 1950s.


  Courtesy Nancy Tella.
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  “My mom, Nancy (Yonkers) Mickunas, on her wedding day, July 4, 1959, on the porch of her family’s East Broadway home. She was nineteen or twenty, marrying Elmont Mickunas, a fellow South Boston Lithuanian.” – Lydia Sampson
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  Church and state: never to meet again? Boston Common, 1957. Photo by Richard Leonhardt.
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  Captain Bob with students from the Children’s Art Centre, which is still located in the South End, proudly display their artwork for WHDH TV. Public Garden, late 1950s. Courtesy Northeastern University.


  [image: chpt_fig_064]

  
  Summer in the city, 1950s.


  Photo by Leslie Jones.


  [image: chpt_fig_065]

  
  Rounding the corner of P and 4th Streets. South Boston, August 1953.


  Courtesy Richie Parsons.
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  Back when the twin props fueled and loaded right on the tarmac. Logan Airport, 1959.


  Photo by Richard Leonhardt.
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  On Storrow, having some weather. Back Bay, 1950s. Photo by Nick DeWolf.

  
  “Don’t knock the weather. If it didn’t change once in a while, nine out of ten people couldn’t start a conversation.”


  – Kim Hubbard
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  Winter on Winter Street, 1956.


  Courtesy National Archives.
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  Photo by Nishan Bichajian.
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  Photo by Nishan Bichajian.
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  South Station, 1950s.


  Photo by Nishan Bichajian.
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  Some called the West End a slum. Many called it home, 1962. Photo by Charles Frani.




  the 1960s


[image: chpt_fig_073]

  
  The joke is on us. The once elegant Codman Building on Hanover Street—like the rest of nearby Scollay Square—may have gone to seed, but now it’s gone forever. Once a bustling commercial and entertainment district, the area was cleared in the early 1960s to make way for the new City Hall and the rest of Government Center. Scollay Square, 1960. Photo by Cervin Robinson.
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  Scenes from Blackstone Street. Photos by Wendy Snyder.
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  Day is done, gone the sun… and the customers. Another day at Haymarket. Photo by Wendy Snyder.


  “After all is said and done, more was said than done.”


  – Aesop
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  Prosperity Market on Blackstone Street. Courtesy Larry Krasnow.
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  A serenade in the Public Garden. Photo by Carol Perroni.
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  Two “ladies” practice their bench warming skills. Beacon Hill.


  Photo by Carol Perroni.
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  Arlington Street Church. Back Bay, 1961.


  Photo by Cervin Robinson.
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  Old South Meeting House. Downtown, 1968.


  Photo by Cortland V. Hubbard.
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  Two views of Boston’s notorious Combat Zone, mid-1960s.


  Photos courtesy City of Boston.


  [image: chpt_fig_086]


  [image: chpt_fig_087]


  The end of a raunchy era. The Old Howard was first built as a church but was later famous as a temple to a different sort of goddess. Home to talented beauties, it was shuttered in 1953 for lewd and indecent performances. Though there were plans to transform the burlesque theater into a museum, the building burned to the ground in June 1961.

  Photos by Charles Frani.
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  West End.


  Photo by Charles Frani.
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  One of the frequent fires that occurred as buildings were torn down in the West End. This one was on Merrimac Street. Photo by Charles Frani.
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  Vibrant street scenes from the old West End. Photos by Charles Frani.
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  Goodbye Fred, 8-1-62. Packing up the Rambler and leaving the West End. Photo by Charles Frani.
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  Boston’s own Robert Moses: Edward J. Logue was a Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) powerhouse who put into motion the “New Boston.” Folks in the West End didn’t quite understand what was wrong with the Old Boston.


  Courtesy City of Boston.
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  The destruction of the West End of Boston still stings today—and rightfully so, as it’s cited nationally as a case study for urban renewal gone wrong. Before demolition, the West End was a tightly knit warren of residential streets tucked into the forty-eight acres abutting North Station, Beacon Hill, and Scollay Square. One of the city’s oldest and most dilapidated corners, the West End was largely populated by immigrants who were ill-equipped to fight the city’s power structure. When the dust settled, some seven thousand people were displaced and seven hundred buildings were razed.


  Photos by Charles Frani.
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  Old City Hall on School Street. Considered an outdated, defunct eyesore in the 1960s, the building was saved by history-loving real estate developers and remains one of Boston’s most beloved buildings today.


  Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Out with the old. Taking down Scollay Square station, 1963.


  Photo by Charles Frani.
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  Brutalist architecture under construction. The new City Hall, controversial to this day, takes real form. Late 1960s.


  Courtesy City of Boston.


  [image: chpt_fig_100]

  
  Faneuil Hall stands alone alongside an empty Central Artery. And just look at all that parking... 1965.


  Courtesy City of Boston.
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  Urban renewal comes to Barry’s Corner. Allston residents protest the BRA’s plan to replace the ten-acre community of triple-decker houses with luxury apartments. The protests were so vehement that the city revised its plan to include low-cost housing. But by 1969, even the most tenacious residents were evicted.
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  Selling the New Boston. Looking a little like Oz, Mayor Collins talks pretty about the merits of urban renewal at a Patriots game. Harvard Stadium, September 1962. Photos courtesy City of Boston.
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  Teddy and Mayor Collins shaking hands, early 1960s.
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  JFK meets Mayor Collins during his brief presidency, 1962.


  Photos courtesy City of Boston.
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  Buildings go down... Courtesy City of Boston.

  
  “Architecture is one part science, one part craft, and two parts art.”


  —David Rutten
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  And buildings go up... The Prudential Building (the Pru), built upon railroad yards on Huntington Avenue, was one of Mayor Hynes’ first urban renewal plans. Though the plan almost lost steam a number of times, the tower was finally built in 1964. It’s said that both Edward Logue and Mayor Collins never had any real affection for it, but saw it as a necessary step in order to move forward with projects like Government Center. Courtesy Frank Inserra.
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  The first Bicycle Parade and Safety
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