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“Mike shares his ups and many downs in his writing career and sheds light on some very important "truths" in the writing business. His book got me back into the game with my novel and provides critical information about agents and publishers.”

Sam Hendricks, author, Fantasy Football Guidebook

“If you've been dragging your feet about writing a book and need a "kick start" this book's for you! It's fluently written and enjoyable to read. Trust me, you can't go wrong.”

Diane M. Keeler, author, Epilepsy Information: A Patient Friendly Resource for Seizures. 

“Write the Darn Book by Mike Reuther will inspire the novice writer to start and complete that book longing to be written.” 

Valerie Allen, author, Write, Publish, Sell! 
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“Write the Darn Book is a plain-speaking pep rally for aspiring Faulkners. Jewels of 

advice, some counterintuitive, light it up.”

Jon Rutter, Lancaster Sunday News

“Mike Reuther's book gives a new slant that is worthwhile. He wants writers to succeed, and his book focuses upon his role as a coach - or maybe fiery preacher - to get writers to WRITE.”

Walter M. Brasch, author/journalist
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I was tossing and turning in bed trying to figure out some kind of introduction to this book when it hit me: I was thinking too much. Just sit down when the time comes and write the thing, I finally told myself. I mean, here I was, a guy who has long championed the fast-writing method, and I was reverting to old habits.

This book offers all sorts of advice and inspiration about how to write a book. It hits on a common theme: Don't over-think the process, just sit down and let the words fly. Soon you'll have a book. 

I also get into the hurdles writers face after starting a book, the utter frustration of being an author, of thinking no one cares about your work.

Am I an expert on writing? Well, perhaps not an expert, but with more than thirty years of experience as a longtime journalist and the author of many books, I know a little bit about writing - the joy of it, and yes, the headaches and even misery that one can encounter.

Hey. Read on. If you're a writer, I think you'll find great stuff in this book to chew on. I give out pointers, I share insight; I tell a few stories. I hope you enjoy reading it, but better yet, I hope you find the information helpful on your own journey to becoming a writer. And if you're already a writer, you may find inspiration in my words.

As with any book, it may be best to start at its beginning, but you can start anywhere. There are little gems of advice sprinkled throughout the book.  

So, pour yourself a cup of coffee, a beer or glass of wine and start reading.

Let's have fun.
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Why Do You Want to Write a Book?
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Why do you want to write a book? Do you dream of seeing your name emblazoned on the dust jackets of novels? Of seeing your book sitting in bookstores or flashing on online booksites?

Perhaps you have a dream of being interviewed by big-time talk show hosts, of literary parties in Gotham where you rub shoulders with famous writers.

You’ve loved to string words together since you were a kid. A book you read years ago fueled a desire for the written word and a need to write your own book. We all have reasons, and perhaps one of the previously mentioned ones, for wanting to be an author. 

What about you? 

Dreams are fine. Without dreams we merely slither through life like reptiles, looking for our next meals, just trying to survive. Any reason for wanting to write is fine, but you must act on it. 

Yes, it’s great to dream about the books we’ll write and the life we can have as writers, but it’s also necessary to do the writing. The good news is that it’s not that hard. Sitting down before that computer or writing pad and letting the words fly is quite easy once you start.

The commitment to doing it may seem difficult. But you must ask yourself this question: Do I really want to spend the future procrastinating, wondering if I’ll ever write that book? I didn’t think so. 

Quit asking yourself that big question: Do I really want to write a book? You already know the answer. And you don’t have to search your heart too hard. The bigger question is: Am I willing to put in the time it takes to write that novel, that memoir, that cookbook, that book on local history I’ve long wanted to get down on paper?

Don’t wait for the muse to strike you. There is no muse. You are your own muse. Don’t tell yourself that now is not the time to begin writing that book. I mean, when will it be time? This May? Next year? When your daughter finishes college in a few years?

You don’t have to spend eight hours a day writing. It’s not a job. It should never be a chore. Give yourself a couple of hours a day and write. Write fast and furious and you’ll have that first draft of a book in just a matter of weeks. The rest is gravy.
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Writing a Book for the Right Reasons
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One of the reasons people dream of writing books is the chance of becoming a best-selling author. It's a lofty dream, but not everyone is going to reach that brass ring. Let's face it; there are countless books published each year.

Not that there's anything wrong with dreaming big, even if the chances of becoming the next Stephen King or John Grisham are slim at best. 

If you’re dying to write, you don't do it because you want to be famous or make tons of money. There are other paths - and I dare say, easier ones to choose - to become a celebrity and/or rich.

Hopefully, you want to write because you have a passion for it. You wake up at four in the morning with that incredible itch to write. It could well be that this crazy itch is something that's been with you for years. After all, you have a story to tell, and it's bursting to get out.

Have you done anything to soothe that annoying feeling? Are you taking steps to at least do something?

Writing, as I've often said, is a journey. And if you're going to take that journey, it should be one worth going on. Don't write a book for all the wrong reasons - to prove to others that you can do it, to become rich or famous. Sure, you might make it as a seven-figure-a-year author. But chances are you won't. Moderately successful? Sure.

Of course, if you dream of hanging out with celebrities, appearing on national talk shows, and living the high life in The Hamptons and you have the passion to author a book - great. Go for it. 

But again, the passion must be there. After all, the only way to sustain oneself toward any long-term goal is to want to do it. And it will be easier if it's a joyride rather than a grueling trip.

Is your passion there?
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It Took Two Years to Write my First Book
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It took me about two years to write my first book. Like many young writers, my first novel was a coming-of-age story, and I was careful about getting everything just the way I wanted. Naturally, I wrote slowly. It was a painstaking process, with starts and stops. I went about the task then of contacting literary agents to see if anyone was interested in publishing my magnum opus. Well, to make a long story short, I didn’t find that agent dying to sign me to a six-figure publishing deal.

Not long after I finished that first book, I took a writing workshop that promoted the idea of writing fast. This didn’t sit well with me. At the time I couldn’t imagine trying to write a book by writing down words as fast as they came into my head. I mean, who wrote like that? 

More years went by, and I finished a couple of more manuscripts, neither of which was published. I remembered the man who taught that workshop, how he had everyone in the room closing their eyes and meditating before taking up their pens and scribbling their thoughts onto paper. Was he onto something?

The Internet age arrived, and I found his books espousing this stream of consciousness method. I was still hesitant. His ideas seemed to New Age, too out there. Besides, I was a journalist, used to crafting my sentences in a slow, meticulous manner to ensure I got everything right. Should I try this other way? I agonized about it – a lot.

Eventually, I did abandon the slow, plodding manner of writing. 

They say insanity is doing the same things repeatedly and getting the same unsuccessful results. How about you?
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How Do I Know I Want to be a Writer?



[image: ]


How do I know I really want to be a writer? Will I suddenly be struck by a creative urge to write? How do I know it’s my time?

I’ll just bet a few things I describe here happen to you.

Your brain is swirling with thoughts. Maybe it’s after those first couple of cups of coffee, when your brain is charged and you’re fully awake and your mind is drifting. You’re driving to work, and the crazy thoughts are forming, and something is happening. 

You’re creating a story in your head, right there in the car, as you head down the highway toward work. It’s inescapable. You can’t help it. Characters are being born out of thin air, and scenes, even plots, come into your head. These people could be real – a friend or a foe. There’s a love affair or a conflict. Perhaps you’re a central character. This story is effortlessly taking flight in your head. You don’t have a pen and paper, and of course, you can’t pull over and madly jot down this great little story that’s coming together. You have just enough time to get to work, find a parking spot, and make it to your desk at the appointed time.

By the time you’re at work and reality has set in, the story has floated out of your life. It’s possible you forgot about it.

But then ... you’re
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