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Chapter One

The $100 Bill

 

 

Sam lived in an apartment in Bloomfield, New York, a town thirty six miles from New York City. He lived with his mother, father and brother Timmy and their golden retriever, Buster. 

Sam also liked it when it was his birthday—like today. He was very excited about the party which would start soon. 

Before the birthday party started, his mother and father surprised him with a birthday card containing a $100 bill and told him he could buy whatever he wanted. He was so excited, he could hardly wait to show his friends.

The family got ready for the birthday party. Balloons filled the apartment living room, and streamers went from corner to corner. His brother Timmy played with some of the balloons. 

His mom made a big chocolate cake. 

His father set up a jumpy house on the roof of their building for the kids to play in. 

His dad even hung a big star piñata with Sam’s name on it.

When his party started, he showed everyone his $100 bill, which they had never seen before. 

“Wow, you’re so lucky,” they all said. They asked Sam what he was going to buy with his money.

“I want to buy the newest iPod,” Sam told them. 

“That would be cool,” his friends said. 

Sam put the $100 bill back in birthday card and put it on the table before they all went to the rooftop playground to play with the dog and jump in the jumpy house. Sam had fun with his friends.

When his brother’s balloon flew away, Sam went inside to get him another one. He couldn’t resist looking at his $100 bill. He took it to the window to see it in the sunlight. 

Without Sam knowing it, a shadowy figure across the alley was looking out his window and saw Sam examining his money. He frowned when he saw the money. 

“Why does he get that money? He better be careful with it or it just might go missing. That gives me an idea.” He turned back to his buddies. “Tomorrow we need a plan.”

“To get out of detention?” his friend asked in a dumb voice.

 “Not that. A plan to get some big bucks.” 

Sam took a new balloon to Timmy and joined his friends playing some more. After everyone played until they were tired, Sam’s mom brought out the cake with ten candles on it. Everyone sang happy birthday and Sam blew out the candles. 

Before his friends went home, it was time for the piñata. Each boy swung at the piñata. Some hit it, but it didn’t break. When it was his turn, Sam broke the piñata and thousands of pieces of candy fell out and landed on Sam and everyone ran toward him to get candy. Everyone got a bag full of candy to take home. The party was over.

Sam had a wonderful day and went to bed that night holding his $100 bill.


Chapter Two

Where’s the $100 bill?

 

 

Before Sam went to sleep, he planned how he’d take his $100 bill to show at show-and-tell with his class at school tomorrow. The kids there would love to see a real $100 bill.

When Sam woke up in the morning, he took a shower and got dressed. He took the $100 and put it in his pocket then marched into the kitchen for breakfast. He ate waffles and pancakes for breakfast. His brother Timmy ate Milky Wafers cereal. When Timmy went to go to the bathroom, Buster put his front paws on the table and ate the cereal from Timmy’s bowl. Sam laughed but didn’t tell his mother.

When Timmy came back he looked surprised to see his empty bowl.

Sam’s mother said, “Time for school, boys.” 

Sam and Timmy grabbed their backpacks and headed out front where they would catch the school bus in front of their apartment with the other kids who got on at this stop.

When Sam got on the school bus, he saw his friends and Sam went to sit next to his best friend James, while Max and Alex, Tom and Henry were in the next two seats. They all talked about the birthday party as they rode the bus to school. When the bus arrived at school, Sam and his friends got off and saw their friend Hector getting out of his mom’s car. Sam ran to help push Hector’s wheelchair to their classroom since school was about to start. He told Hector all about his party and the $100 bill.

Sam and his friends hung their backpacks on the hooks outside their classroom. He helped Hector take out his homework. They left their backpacks on the hooks and carried their homework in to their desks.

Sam’s school day started with reading. His book was about knights and castles. He loved the stories of knights fighting and his favorite part was when the knight could kill the dragon. After reading, the teacher had the class work on box art. So Sam took out his knight’s armor inspired by the book and worked on it. 

 Hector was working on something that Sam didn’t recognize. “What’s that?” Sam asked.

Hector said, “It’s my little world. I read a book about it and decided to make the city.” Sam looked closely and saw a miniature city with tiny people.

“Very cool, I’ve never seen anything like that.”

Half hour later the teacher told the class it was time to clean up, because it was time for writing. The class groaned, but she said, “It’s okay, today you get to write whatever you want to write about.”

The class cheered at that news. Sam wrote about his party, the fun he had and the surprise of the $100 bill.

The bell rang and the class went outside for recess. When Sam and his friends reached the playground, he told his friends that he brought
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