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She is now yours. Yours to spend as much time with and to enjoy to your hearts-desire. She is your baby, your babe, love, beautiful, buttercup, beautiful-buttercup, dream girl, love bug, precious, cutie pie and now she is yours forever and ever.

You look at her and you want to say, “Hon, peach, my snookums, I love you.”

Your heart welled up and tears came to your eye as she said “I do.” and your lips trembled as you said the said words. You looked into her eyes and you saw life in its most beautiful form. The stars and the earth were one and all their energy ran through you.

You are married and the love that you are going to make will feel even better because she is now Mrs. Married, and you are Mr. Married.

But let us pause and rewind to the start. Marriage is a serious business and you are going to learn about most of them now.

`

Marriage and Legality

Marriage is defined as the legal union of two people, who are joined after they have received a marriage license and have taken part in a ceremony. In some places, couples can become legally married without a license or ceremony. 

This type of marriage is called a "common law" marriage. A common law marriage happens when two people live together for a significant period and treat themselves like a married couple.

In order to be officially married you will need to sign a legal contract which will have implications. Congratulations you are now the owner of some additional rights, benefits and legal and financial obligations. I am not trying to sound cheeky or funny, this is just your new reality.

When you get married, the rights and responsibilities of that relationship are defined by the laws of the jurisdiction in which you live. Note however that this can be modified with a prenuptial agreement more commonly called prenup. I will talk more about prenups later but right now let us stay happily married.

Marriage Requirements:

Whether you decide on a big wedding with the horse and buggy, with 400 guests and ten thousand roses or you go for the budget option at the Mayor’s office with two friends in your suit from Amazon, you will need to ask and answer some legal questions before you say I do... 

So here are your first questions.

1. Do we meet the legal requirements to get married? 

2. Where do I get the marriage license and certificate?

3. Where will the wedding be and who is going to do the ceremony?

The legal Rights and Benefits of Marriage

Once you get married, many things change. These will vary from country to country, but one thing becomes clear is that your wife will automatically become your most important next of kin. If you or her goes on a life-support machine you both will have the final say in whether to pull the plug or not. Of course this is the most extreme of cases but marriage gives both of you tremendous powers over each other’s affairs. So be careful who you choose to be in charge of your life. 

The rights and obligations that arise because of marriage include the right to file joint federal and state tax returns, open joint bank accounts, receiving a marriage rate or family rate discount on life, health, car, and liability insurance, and more. Some rights and obligations of marriage are mutual respect and fiduciary duty. 

Other things, such as estate planning benefits; including inheritance rights, will also change once you get married. You might also be legally obligated to:


●  Give financial support to the children of the marriage

●  Be liable for certain kinds of family expenses

●  Sharing income and property gained during the marriage

●  Being financial responsibility for your spouse in the case of a divorce.


Depending on who you marry, the above mentioned things might become very significant or not in determining happiness and peace in your marriage.
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Before the Wedding

Before you plan the honeymoon to Hawaii or the trip to the nearest motel to celebrate your marriage, let’s dispel some myths first. Disclaimer, most of these I did not even consider before marriage, much less asked, this by the way, is one of the reasons I wrote this book. Because if I could do it over I would have asked most of these questions. So let’s be marriage myth busters together.

Myth# 1

The honeymoon will last forever.

You are lucky if it goes well in the first place. Honeymoon done arguments are coming. But for you I hope it will last at least six months. The biggest thing that every man needs to realize is that marriage is about living with another human being and in many cases it will seem as if you are living with a parent if you were used to living by yourself before marriage.  Things will be micromanaged and things that you never thought of will now come to the fore.

Things that were cute before marriage will now annoy your partner. I think this trait is less in us as men because we usually understand her idiosyncrasies before marriage. 

A man with means may quickly leave such a marriage and that is understandable. It is understandable because the lady got married to you knowing very well that you enjoyed playing video games and sitting on the couch in your underwear. So why should she now have a problem with this? 

If you decide to stay and fix this problem, the best thing to do is talk it through with her and a counselor. If you both have a reasonable friend who can be unbiased, you may invite them to discuss the topic with you.

Myth # 2:

Love is enough and strong enough to make the relationship work. 

Marriage is hard work that requires patience and care. A good marriage doesn’t just happen. It takes nurturing and work. I can hear you asking what work?

Well, work in marriage entails coming home tired from work and your wife screaming to you about not hanging up your towel or leaving your cup in the sink when you went to work. You will need to be patient and strong to deal with these things. 

If you do not deal with this correctly (and sometimes even if you deal with it correctly) it can lead to serious fights. And believe me when I say her screaming is the good part. Because a silent woman in any house is louder than a volcanic eruption.

Imagine going to bed saying good night to your love and waking up the next day with a woman who does not reply to your beckons and pleas, much less your good mornings. This is the reality that many men face. It takes patience, understanding and the humility to apologize for things you know nothing about.

Work is having to talk about not helping in the house while you are doing 10-hour days to make money. When you were single you went to work, you slept when you like, how you like, and sat on the couch to play games and unwind for however long you wanted. Now you need to make sure the dishes are washed and your clothes are put away nicely before you get to it.

Myth # 3:

My wife will make me whole.

Get rid of this one as soon as you can. No matter how fantastic your lady is, she will not be able to make you, YOU. Yes, she can and should make you a better man, but she cannot be the one to make you whole. The only person responsible for making you whole is you. The sooner you learn this and start working towards becoming the person you want to be, the faster you become that person. 

Yes, you need someone to be there for you and she should be, but you will learn that her thinking and yours will differ at critical times. Sometimes this will happen when you need her advice the most. This can be heartbreaking when it happens, but it doesn’t mean that she doesn’t love you. If you don’t take anything from this book, take that. Just because she is not on your side 100 percent of the time does not mean that she is not with you.

In a marriage, it is important to get to know your woman as much as possible. This, however, guarantees nothing as many people can be disciplined in their responses and behavior before marriage. Wait and see if you can deal with her ways of dealing with each disagreement and other revelations as they occur.

Myth # 4: 

My wife will bring me happiness.

Though this may look similar to number three, it is slightly different. This is where you believe your wife will make you a happy person or a happier person. Yes, a woman can add to a man’s happiness but I am willing to bet that the situation is more likely to be the opposite rather than the envisioned.

As noted earlier, problems in marriage occur because differences in living norms and mores arise as the marriage goes on. You will have to figure out how much you can take from the person you are living with. Adjusting to another person’s living habits can be very difficult. This is especially true if you lived alone before getting married.

Have you ever noticed how quickly celebrities end their marriages? I am not a fly on the wall in celebrities’ homes, but I will bet that these marriages end because they have the means to move out quickly after realizing they can’t deal with the other person’s living habits aka shenanigans. If more people had the means they would end theirs quickly too.

To beat this, however, you will need to be consistent with your discipline in patience, understanding and humility. You will have to come into the knowledge that your wife
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