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Main Site: https://ACubePianoStudio.com

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@acubepianostudio

Prepare for Graded Music Theory Exams with Video Courses:

https://www.patreon.com/AcubePianoStudioTheory

Learn Piano and Music Theory with Video Courses:

https://www.patreon.com/Acubepianostudio
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​About ACube Piano Studio
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ACube Piano Studio was founded by RL Wong, to share the joy of music and playing the piano through 4 important skills: Listen, Play, Read and Write.

At ACube Piano studio, you will find piano tutorials, piano video lessons, music theory tutorials, and more to help you get started playing the piano and reading music. Whether you are learning or teaching music and piano, our website is a one- stop place to get the resources.
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Music Theory at ACube Piano Studio

At ACube Piano Studio, we believe that music theory is an important part of learning any instrument. It helps us understand what we hear, play music by reading scores, and write music.

Over the years, we have helped many students appreciate music, while also learning music theory. Many of our students also take the Graded Music Theory exams, and have passed with Distinction.

This book contains the essential concepts that we go through with our students before exams, to help them revise for the ABRSM Grade 1 Music Theory exam easily. Throughout the book, you will find the concepts tested, flow charts and summaries, that will make revising the exam effective and efficient.
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​ABRSM Grade 1 Music Theory Exam
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The Grade 1 Music Theory exam from ABRSM is a 90 minutes exam, consisting of the following 7 sections:[image: image]
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The total score for this exam is 75, with the passing mark being 50.[image: image]
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​English Terms vs American Terminology
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The exam is written in English terms. This means that you will see words such as crotchets, instead of quarter notes. 

However, if you are more used to American Terminology, there is a table at the start of each section in the exam which you can refer to for the American equivalent term.

Below is the table that you will see in the exam:[image: image]
––––––––
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For the rest of this book, we will be using the English term, since these are used in the exam. If you are more used to the American term, do refer to this page. 
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​Checklist for Grade 1 Music Theory Exam
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Rhythm


●  Note values of semibreve, minim, crotchet, quaver, semiquavers and their equivalent rests

●  Understand what are tied notes

●  Understand the note values of dotted minim, crotchets, quavers

●  Arrange notes in increasing or decreasing note values

●  Understand 2/4, 3/ 4 and 4/ 4 time signatures.

●  Know how to draw bar lines.

●  Grouping of notes in 2/4, 3 /4 and 4/ 4 time.

●  Grouping of rests in 2/4, 3/ 4 and 4/ 4 time.



Pitch


●  Identify and name notes in treble clef.

●  Identify and name notes in bass clef.

●  Understand tone (whole step) and semitones (half step)

●  Understand sharp, flat, natural signs, and their cancellation

●  Compare notes in terms of pitches



Keys and Scales


●  How major scales are constructed (i.e. tones and semitones between notes).

●  C Major Scales:

●  Key signature

●  Notes in the C Major scale

●  Notes in each degree of the scale

●  G Major Scales:

●  Key signature

●  Notes in the C Major scale

●  Notes in each degree of the scale

●  D Major Scales:

●  Key signature

●  Notes in the C Major scale

●  Notes in each degree of the scale

●  F Major Scales:

●  Key signature

●  Notes in the C Major scale

●  Notes in each degree of the scale



Intervals


●  Know intervals by numbers only



Tonic Triads

Tonic triads of:


●  C Major

●  G Major

●  D Major

●  F Major



Terms and Signs


●  Understand the terms and signs (refer to Chapter on Terms and Signs)
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​Rhythm
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​Time Values of Notes and Rests

​Time Values of Single Dotted Notes and Rests

Adding a dot to the right of the note or rest increases its time value by half.
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​

​

​Bar

A vertical line, or |, is used to separate one bar from another. Double bar lines or || are at the end of the last bar of a piece of music, or section of a music.

[image: image]

Each bar contains the number of beats specified by the time signature.

​Time Signature

A time signature consists of 2 numbers written vertically. The number on top represents the number of beats in a bar, and the number below represents what each beat refers to.

[image: image]

When the number at the bottom is 4, each beat is a crotchet (quarter note).
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​Tie

A tie is a curved line that joins 2 notes that are of the same pitch together. You are to hold the note for the duration of the 2 notes when playing tied notes.

The diagram below shows an example of a tie. The G note is to be held for 6 crotchet beats.

[image: image]

Ties should not be confused with slurs (which means to play the notes smoothly). A slur is also represented with curved lines, but they join 2 or more notes of different pitches together. 

[image: image]
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​Beaming of Notes

We can group notes with “tails” e.g. quavers, dotted quavers, semiquavers, dotted semiquavers, etc. by beaming them together. Beaming involves joining the notes together with a line.

Examples:

[image: image]
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​Grouping of Notes for 2/4, 3/ 4  and 4/4 time. 

1.  ​Avoid ties within the same bar 

[image: image]

2.  ​Beaming of Notes

	Beam notes beat-by-beat



In the example below, all the notes are beamed beat- by- beat:

[image: image]


	Beaming Rules for 4/4 time:


For 4/4 time, notes from beats 1 and 2 and/ or 3 and 4 can be beamed together if there are no semiquaver or notes with smaller note values.

Notes from beats 2 and 3 MUST NOT be grouped together.

[image: image]
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​Grouping of Rests

Full Bar Rests

For all time signatures, we use the same rest for full bar rests:

[image: image]

Group Rests Beat-by-Beat

If it is not a full- bar rest, we group rests beat-by-beat. 

There is an exception for 4/4 time, where we can group rests from beats 1 and 2 or beats 3 and 4 together.

2/4 and 3/ 4 Grouping

Rests should be grouped beat- by- beat.

[image: image]
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4/4 Grouping

Rests in 4/4 time should be grouped beat-by-beat. However, there are exceptions.

For 4/4 time, if beats 1 and 2 or beats 3 and 4 are at rest, we can group them together:

[image: image]

However, rests in beats 2 and 3 cannot be grouped together:

[image: image]

The flowchart below summarizes the grouping of rests for 2/ 4, 3/ 4 and 4/ 4 time:

[image: image]
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​Common Note Combinations 

​Note combinations that add up to 1 (crotchet) beat:


●  2 quavers

●  4 semiquavers

●  1 quaver + 2 semiquavers

●  1 dotted quaver + 1 semiquaver


​

​Common note combinations that add up to 2 crotchet beats or a minim beat


●  1 dotted crotchet + 1 quaver


​

​

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
MUSIC THEORY

GRADE 1






d2d_images/image012.png
;7
MAAA

> h

byh

dd





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image013.png





d2d_images/image035.png
X dess
o =

Thisis o, Thisis comet.
hould ot b besmed g sy,






d2d_images/image010.png
barine. barine. barlne douse
bare






d2d_images/image011.png
There are 2 beats in a bar

The number “4” at the bottom
refers to crotchet or quarter
note.

Each beat is a crotchet beat.





d2d_images/image055.png
English | bar semibreve | minim |crotchet | quaver | semiquaver
Term
American | measure | whole note | halfnote | quarter note | Sthnote | 16th note

Term






d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image017.png
(sixteenth note)

Symbal Equivalent Rest English Term Time value
(American Term)
Crotchet '
(s note)
- Minim 2
(bl note)
o - Semibreve B
(vhole ote)
Quiver “
\/ (cighth note)
F Seniquuver w






d2d_images/image014.png
m\
P
<
/i H
(i
i
d

| 2

/ /

¥
/






d2d_images/image036.png
Equivalent Rest






d2d_images/image019.png





d2d_images/image063.png
Category Mark band
Distncion =
Mt -6t
Pas 0.5






d2d_images/image064.png





d2d_images/image062.png
[ISSETESE ==





d2d_images/image023.png
Section Number Section Name Masimum Marks
f Riythn 15

2 Pich 15

3 Keys and Saales 15

4 tervals 10

s “Tonc Triads 10

o Terms and Signs s

Music in Context






d2d_images/image002.png
STEERIE:





d2d_images/image043.png





d2d_images/image065.png





d2d_images/image022.png





d2d_images/image005.png





d2d_images/image006.png
‘Time Signature Meaning

2 crotehet beats in a bar

3 crotehe beats in  bar

4 crotehe beats in a bar

SN
s






d2d_images/image028.png
%? ~—
shur






d2d_images/image004.png
%

Time signature of
214 means that
hers ez
crochet beats na
o,






d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.png
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

MrrhJlddo





