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What would you do
if you were thrust into a situation you’d never been faced with
before? These writing prompts put you there and leave you to
contemplate the outcome. As a bonus, at the end you’ll find five
extra prompts that deal with R-rated scenarios. Skip that section
if you don’t want to ponder sexy dilemmas.


1. A classmate of
yours from high school wrote a novel that has exploded and is
dominating all the best-seller lists. You pick up a copy and as you
read the chapters, you are horrified to discover that the book is
the story of your life. It details the thievery you did as a
teenager, an ordeal your mother went through, the hacking you did
at school to change your grades, your first unique sexual
experience, and your brother’s dabble with ISIS. When the book’s
main character has a one-night foray into prostitution and endures
a situation that isn’t common, that cements it for you: every
single detail of the book is your life. What would you do?


2. You work at a
prestigious auction house. After a particularly successful day
auctioning off multi-million dollar paintings, you are heading down
to the parkade to head home when you see a couple of thugs bent
over something in the back of a van. Walking by, you see a painting
is being removed from a frame and a replica is on the floor beside
it. The thugs spot you and strong-arm you up against the closest
wall. One of the burly guys tells you that if you ever tell anyone
what you just saw, you and your family will be killed. They let you
go and you proceed to get in your car and head home. What would you
do?


3. You have been
dating someone for over a year and the two of you are pondering
getting married. You go on a road trip to test your relationship.
Three days in, the trip is going great! You stop for gas and your
significant other goes into the convenience store to stock up on
snacks. You never see your love again as he/she simply vanishes
from the store. The police do their best but they are unable to
find out what happened to the person you love. You do the talk show
rounds, sharing your story and begging for any information about
what happened. A year later, a man approaches you and says that he
knows exactly what happened to your love as he is responsible for
the disappearance. In order for him to share what happened to the
person you want to spend the rest of your life with, you have to
take a sedative to knock you out while he takes you to your love.
What would you do?


4. You live in
suburbia. You keep to yourself for the most part, waving to your
neighbors as you drive past them but that’s about it. You begin to
suspect that the neighbor who lives directly across the street is a
terrorist. You have no concrete proof; it’s just a strong gut
instinct after months of seeing worrisome but not necessarily
illegal activity at the neighbour’s house. What would you do?


5. You are
strapped for cash. You had to take a pay cut at work to keep from
losing your job altogether. With the current recession, you aren’t
hopeful about finding a job that pays more. You can make your
monthly payments although barely. You are walking home from work
one day (to save money on gas) when you are approached by a
harmless looking guy. He tells you he is married to one of your
colleagues, a cranky bitch that gives you grief every day and makes
your work life miserable. He tells you about his life situation. He
lost his job but even with his wife working, they are about to lose
their house. Their two children are both in college and he isn’t
going to be able to make tuition payments the next semester. But
most important, he stresses, his wife is a life-sucking entity that
has stolen every bit of positive energy out of his life and the
lives of the children. His words, not yours, although you feel the
same way when you are at work. He offers you $25,000 if you will do
one thing - slip the contents of a vial into her coffee mug at work
one day. He shows you the vial, a tiny slip of a thing. He assures
you that he will pay you the $25K the day the life insurance money
comes through. What would you do?


6. You are a
renowned writer. You’ve had the luxury of writing anything you’ve
wanted as newspapers and publishers all clamor for anything you
write. You know you are in an enviable position but after a decade,
you want more. You want a Pulitzer. You approach an editor you’ve
worked with in the past and explain your predicament. The editor
says that in order to greatly increase your chances of getting a
Pulitzer nomination, you need to do a piece on either Vladimir
Putin or Donald Trump. The editor is very clear that no matter
which man you choose, it will be a dangerous undertaking. What
would you do?


7. You were
adopted at birth. The couple that raised you are good people and
you love them but you’ve always felt like a piece of you is empty
inside. You decide to search for your birth parents as you believe
that knowing them will fill that void. It takes you a couple years
of digging but eventually you track them down. It turns out your
birth parents are a political couple, your mother an ambassador and
your father a senator. Scouring the internet for information on
their histories, there is no mention of a pregnancy, a fact you
assume they wanted to keep secret. What would you do?


8. Your best
friend from your university days calls you up and wants to meet.
Your friend has done well since school, becoming a successful
businessperson. You, on the other hand, work office drone jobs to
pay the bills. Your friend has a package that needs to get to the
other side of the country. Your friend claims to not trust anyone
enough to make sure the package gets to its destination safely. You
ask what is in the package and your friend replies, “It isn’t
anything important to anyone but me.” Your friend offers you a car
to drive the package as well as $25,000 to do the task. It will
take four days, round trip. What would you do?


9. You have been
dating someone for a number of months. You love the person but you
two have never discussed committing to one another. You bring it up
one night with the hope of dedicating yourselves to one another for
life. To your surprise, the person you love admits that while they
love you, they are also in love with someone that is incarcerated.
Your love goes on to make you a proposition – he or she will be
with you exclusively and share a home and a life with you until the
day their other love is released from prison, likely 10-15 years
from now. At that point, the two of you are over but until then,
they are 100% dedicated to a life with you. What would you do?


10. You are
married with three preteen children. You have been a police officer
since you graduated from high school and you love the job. You work
the day shift, mainly responding to 9-1-1 calls. You spend your
evenings with your family that you love. There is a serial killer
that has been murdering people for months in your area and the
police have come up with no substantial leads. You fit the profile
exactly for who the killer targets. The chief of police calls you
into his office and asks if you’ll do something above and beyond
the call of duty - go undercover and see if you can delve into the
city’s underworld to find the killer. Obviously it would be
dangerous and it would take you away from your family for an
extended period. What would you do?


11. You are in a
car accident in which you hit your head against a side window.
While you recover as expected, you suffer from one side effect -
you can hear people’s thoughts. For example, when a nurse thinks to
herself that your hair is looking bad and that you are in need of a
haircut, you hear it in your head. When a friend comes to visit and
thinks to himself that you look like crap, you hear that in your
head. You are nervous about admitting that you hear people’s
thoughts as you don’t want the doctors to think you are crazy. You
also don’t want your loved ones to worry that you hear their
thoughts. What would you do?


12. You have been
married for over a decade. You love your home in the suburbs but it
is growing too small for you two and your growing family. Your
spouse wants to move to a sprawling acreage in the country, giving
you lots of space and land to enjoy. That sounds like nothing but
work to you and you want to move to another house in the ‘burbs,
one with more square footage and a small yard. You are at a
stalemate as neither you nor your spouse wants to move to where the
other wants. What do you do?


13. You work at a
successful PR firm with hundreds of clients. You find out that your
coworker, a woman that you have known for years and think of as a
close friend, has been going into your files, stealing your ideas,
and submitting them to clients as her own. What would you do?


14. You are out
for dinner one night at a restaurant in a hotel when you see your
best friend’s teenage daughter come into the lobby. She is
16-years-old and you have known her since the day she was born. You
are about to excuse yourself from your dinner companion to go say
hello to her when you see a guy you went to high school with 20
years ago come into the lobby. The guy has a wife and three kids.
He goes over to your friend’s daughter, embraces her intimately,
his hand lingering on her butt. The two of them go to the reception
desk, get a key for a room, and head to the bank of elevators. What
would you do?


15. You are on a
cruise ship enjoying a late night stroll. Almost everyone else is
asleep but you love looking at the stars. You turn a corner and
find a couple arguing. You are about to turn around and go back the
direction you came when you see the man pick the lady up and throw
her overboard. What would you do?


16. You are
watching a movie and one of the minor characters, a waiter in the
background, is your doppelganger; the person could be your
identical twin. You two look exactly alike, down to the same
cowlick and the mole by your left ear. What would you do?


17. You had a
crappy childhood. You were bullied by schoolmates so badly that you
considered suicide every day. Your parents clearly didn’t want you
and made that clear to you on a regular basis. You have two sisters
who made it their job to make your life as miserable as they could.
You didn’t have one friend that you could confide in. The day you
graduated high school, you took off with a stack of money that you
managed to save from your part-time job at a grocery store. You
left your crappy life behind and never looked back. A decade passes
in which you build a career, form a family with people who love
you, and you have a half dozen close friends who will always have
your back. Life is finally good. Then a lawyer comes knocking. Your
father hired the lawyer to track you down and implore you to go
back to your hometown as your father is on his deathbed and wants
to see you. What would you do?


18. You are a true
crime junkie. You watch all the true crime TV shows and study the
FBI’s most wanted list in case you run across someone with criminal
notoriety. You are at work one day when a man comes into the office
to meet with the boss. You do a double take, certain you saw him on
the FBI list. You dash to your computer, pull up the list, and sure
enough he’s on there. He has murdered hundreds of people, a guy
whose attention you don’t want to get. What would you do?


19. You are hiking
through the woods with your dog when you come across a duffel bag
buried under a pile of rotting leaves. You open it up to find stack
upon stack of cash. It looks to be just under half a million
dollars. What would you do?


20. You are a
full-time novel writer. You love it - the freedom, being your own
boss, the big paychecks thanks to the success of your books. You
live in a cabin in Oregon, basking in the inspiration your find in
nature and the woods. After your latest novel comes out, you are
approached by a movie director from Hollywood. He wants you to move
to Los Angeles, California, for six months to write the screenplay
for a movie he wants to make. (He chose you because your books are
similar to the type of movie he plans to make.) A nature lover, you
aren’t sure if you could be creative in a concrete jungle like L.A.
What would you do?


21. It’s tax time.
You take all of your paperwork to your accountant, a well-known and
respected man in the town you live in. Two weeks later, your taxes
are done. You go back to the accountant’s office, pay him
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