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            DESCRIPTION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        She was a real, live Shenanigans mystery.

      

      

      

      Travis and Glory always thought she was a bear like them while Max and Pete were convinced she was a wolf.

      

      Dan and Cole knew she was a cougar and the witches considered her one of them, even though they’d never actually seen her cast a spell.

      

      But Cassie herself? Well, Cassie knew she was something else entirely.
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      CASSIE HAD FINALLY found her people.

      As it turned out, she’d been born to a species she could never quite relate to, which made her childhood and teen years challenging to say the least. She’d left the paranormal world as soon as she could, only to discover the human world was no kinder.

      Somehow the color of her skin mattered there, in a way it had never mattered in hers. Why would paranormals care about skin color when species, of which Cassie was the wrong kind, was so much more important to them?

      Though reviled by other paranormals, Cassie’s species could blend among them, so she went back, though not to her own kind.

      Instead, she scoured the paranormal want ads, looking for somewhere safe, where she would be accepted without a lot of questions.

      The first job she found was in a bar called Shenanigans and from that moment on, she was a Shenanigans kind of woman.

      She spent her early twenties traveling, working her way through various Shenanigans across the country until the latest job listed on the Shenanigans board led her to Jamesville.

      She didn’t expect to stay long, but then she got to know Glory and Travis.

      She’d never had such easygoing, laidback bosses before. There was something about the sibling bear shifters that soothed her and made her feel at home.

      Then she met the wolves and cougars.

      One full moon of hilarity and that was pretty much that.

      She knew she’d found her place.

      She was back in a world where the color of her skin didn’t matter and no one seemed to care that they didn’t know her true nature.

      Well.

      It wasn’t that they didn’t care, so much as they didn’t know what they didn’t know. She was pretty sure, though, that it wouldn’t matter to any of them, even if the truth did finally come out.

      Which meant at a certain point, she probably should have just told them the truth.

      Except how did you explain to someone who thought you were a bear for six years that you weren’t a bear? Or to the wolves that you weren’t a wolf?

      How did you explain to the fairies when they painted fairies on your nails because they were sure you were one of them, that they were wrong?

      It was an impossibility.

      And so that was how, six years after she’d started at Shenanigans in Jamesville, six years into the strongest friendships she’d ever had, no one, but no one, knew who she really was.

      Then her life got even more complicated.

      Glory and Travis opened Shenanigans II at the hotel in town and they offered her the manager position there, where she could also serve as bartender.

      Waitressing was fine. She enjoyed it, but bartending was even better.

      She loved experimenting with new drinks and being able to hang in one place, chatting with the customers while she worked.

      So she was feeling pretty good about her life, even though she still had a giant secret she had no idea how to divulge, when she met the dragons.

      Specifically Markos, a hotter specimen of masculinity she’d never before encountered.

      He had a way of looking at her, his dark eyes so intense, that her breath would catch in her throat, and she could almost feel the lightning she’d begun to associate with him zipping down her spine.

      She’d felt that lightning when he kissed her for the first time and it had lingered ever since. He’d walked her to her room after her shift one night, waited until she’d opened the door and turned to tell him goodnight, then had kissed her breathless.

      From that moment on, all he had to do was look at her and she could almost feel the lightning that had made every nerve ending tingle.

      She’d been waiting for him to make another move ever since.

      Instead, he simply flirted with her at the bar each evening, all the while looking at her like he knew all her secrets.

      Which kind of freaked her out. After all, how could he have possibly figured out her secret in a matter of weeks when Glory and Travis hadn’t figured it out in six years?

      It just wasn’t possible.
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        * * *

      

      “What do you mean you don’t know what she is?” Markos stared at his brothers and sister incredulously. This was what they’d dragged him away from Cassie for? To ask him stupid questions?

      They should know this already. If they’d paid even a little bit of attention in school, they should totally know this!

      “Come on, Markos, just tell us,” his sister Mia said. “She’s a dragon, right?”

      Everyone at the table — dragons, shifters, fairies, witches — leaned forward.

      “What makes you think I know if you haven’t figured it out yet?” Markos demanded.

      “So she’s not your mate then,” Liel said as he pushed back his chair to climb to his feet. “I wasn’t going to ask her out, but now—”

      Markos lunged forward, grabbed his brother’s shirt and slammed him back into his chair, making it rock back on two legs before stabilizing. “Don’t even think about it!”

      Liel burst into laughter. “Right. That’s what I thought.”

      “You’re an idiot,” Zee, another of his brothers, said to Liel, then glanced up at Markos. “So come on, fess up. Is she a dragon?”

      “Or a phoenix?” Ashlynn, Zee’s mate, asked.

      “Or maybe a bear?”

      “I’m telling you, she’s a wolf, Glory!” Max snapped.

      “Fairy!” Lily’s wings fluttered as she lifted off her feet. “Definitely a fairy.”

      Markos snorted. “And you guys haven’t figured it out yet? Seriously?”

      “What?” Liel said. “Granted, it’s weird, but I don’t see how we could possibly know what she is when none of us agree.”

      “I’m telling you, she’s a cougar,” Cole said. “It’s all in the scent.”

      “Don’t be ridiculous.” Megan glared across the table at the cougar. “I don’t understand why you won’t listen to me. It’s perfectly obvious what she is!”

      “Yep,” Markos agreed. “You guys are pathetic.” On the other hand, this was a wonderful development, good for weeks of torture! Of course, he’d have to convince Megan not to tell—

      “She’s a witch, of course!”

      “Exactly!” Jessica said. “She’s cast a spell to hide her nature.”

      Markos couldn’t help it. He burst into laughter. “Seriously?”

      The three sisters glared at him.

      He threw up his hands. “Hey, don’t mind me. You guys go right on thinking she’s a witch. I’ll be real interested to see her cast a spell or two.” He waited a beat, then asked, “You have seen her cast a spell before, right?” He grinned at the looks on the witches’ faces. Clearly, they hadn’t seen anything of the sort.

      “Well, no,” Lara said.

      “But that doesn’t mean anything,” Megan insisted.

      “Exactly,” Jessica said. “It’s not like witches go around casting spells all the time. It would be rude!”

      Markos snickered. “Okay. Well, you go on believing that. I’ve got better things to do with my time, like court our other resident witch.” And with a shake of his head, he headed to the bar, where Cassie was busy serving drinks to customers.
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      CASSIE HAD JUST handed over three shot glasses filled with The Beast Within when Markos slid back up to the bar and murmured, “Hey, beautiful.”

      She wanted to roll her eyes, but instead, her heart gave a thud and she had to concentrate on filling the two glasses of FeyLines for Logan without spilling. Her hand wanted to shake in reaction to Markos’ presence, but she held it steady by sheer force of will and long years of practice.

      He was making her crazy! All that flirting and no follow-through. What was he waiting for? An engraved invitation?

      Setting aside the bottle of FeyLines, she lifted both glasses and handed them to Logan, who grinned at her, winked, then turned and walked away.

      Interesting man, that fairy. Quiet, with an utterly, to-die-for prettiness that should look feminine on a man, but somehow didn’t on the fairy.

      “Hey!” Markos slid in front of her, obstructing her view of the fairy’s backside, which was truly exceptional.

      Cassie sighed. “What’s up?”

      “Stop ogling the fairy!”

      “Seriously? You do know that’s an impossibility.”

      Markos scowled at her, which really just opened up an entire array of possibilities for Cassie. Perhaps a bit of honesty might light a fire under the aggravating dragon.

      “The man is gorgeous. I mean, seriously, to die-for gorgeous. I don’t think I’ve ever seen such perfection in a man. Not even on a movie screen. You’re asking for the impossible.”

      Markos lunged across
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