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The Ides of October marked the end of the campaigning season, and on that day a race was held on the grassy sward of the Campus Martius, just outside the Servian Walls of Republican Rome.

The year’s best war horses were harnessed in pairs to chariots and driven at breakneck pace; the right-hand one of the winning pair became the October Horse, and was ritually killed with a spear by the flamen Martialis, the special priest of Mars, who was god of war. Then the October Horse’s head and genitalia were amputated. The genitals were rushed to bleed on the sacred hearth in the Regia, Rome’s oldest temple, after which they were given to the Vestal Virgins to burn to ashes in the sacred flame of Vesta; later these ashes were mixed into cakes offered on the anniversary of the founding of Rome by her first king, Romulus. The decorated head was tossed into the midst of two teams of humble citizens, one from the Subura district, one from the Sacra Via district, who fought strenuously for possession of it. If the Subura won, the head was nailed to the Turris Mamilia. If the Sacra Via won, the head was nailed to an outer wall of the Regia.

In this ritual so old that no one remembered how it had begun, the very best that Rome owned was sacrificed to the twin powers that ruled her: war and land. Out of them came her might, her prosperity, her everlasting glory. The death of the October Horse was at once a mourning of the past and a vision of the future.


AUTHOR’S AFTERWORD

Marking as it does the passing of the last great Republican mover and shaker, Gaius Julius Caesar, The October Horse brings my series of novels about Republican Rome to an end.

Octavius/Octavian/Augustus more properly belongs to the Imperium than to the Republic, so, having dealt with his childhood and his emergence on to the stage of world affairs, I think it is appropriate to call a halt to what has been an enormously enjoyable creative exercise: breathing life into history without distorting it more than the limitations of my scholarship make inevitable.

Provided that history is adhered to and the writer can resist the temptation to visit his or her own modern attitudes, ethics, morals and ideals upon the period and its characters, the novel is an excellent way to explore a different time. It permits the writer to climb inside the characters’ heads and wander the maze of their thoughts and emotions: a luxury not permitted to professional historians, but one that can render understandable events that are otherwise inexplicable, mysterious or incongruous. During the course of these six books, I have taken the external events of some very famous lives and attempted to create rounded, believable human beings endowed with all the complexities common sense dictates they must have possessed.

What attracted me to the period was threefold: first of all, that it hadn’t been done to death by other writers; secondly, its relevance to modern western civilization in that so much of our own systems of justice, government and commerce stem out of the Roman Republic; and, last but by no means least, that rarely have so many extraordinarily gifted men walked history’s stage in close enough temporal proximity to one another to have known one another as living men. Marius, Sulla and Pompey the Great were all known to Caesar, and all, in one way or another, shaped the course of his life, as did other famous historical figures like Cato Uticensis and Cicero. But by the end of The October Horse they are all gone, including Caesar. What remains is their legacy to the ongoing Roman experience: Caesar’s great-nephew, Gaius Octavius, who was to become Caesar Imperator, and then Augustus. If I don’t stop now, I never will!

Now to some specifics.

The specter of William Shakespeare must always overshadow our preconceptions of Brutus, Cassius, Mark Antony, and Caesar’s assassination. With apologies to the Bard, I have decided to follow the ancient sources that state that Caesar said nothing before he died, and that Mark Antony didn’t have a chance to make a great funeral oration before the crowd surged.

The etymology of the word “assassin” is younger than this period, but I have chosen to use it in my text because of its specificity to modern readers. Occasionally a more modern word is more satisfactory than any word a Latin speaker may have had at his or her command, but I have endeavored to keep this sort of thing to a minimum. Some words are untranslatable, and appear in the text in Latin, such as pomerium, mos maiorum and contio.

The reader may be intrigued by some of the less well-known events of these generally best known years: Cato’s overland march to Africa Province, and the fate of Brutus’s head, for example. Others, like the battle of Philippi, are so confused that making head or tail of them is difficult. The two most widely read ancient sources, Plutarch and Suetonius, must be supplemented by dozens and dozens of others, including Appian, Cassius Dio and Cicero’s letters, speeches and essays. A bibliography is available if any interested party cares to write to me at P.O. Box 333, Norfolk Island, via Australia.

One liberty I have taken with history concerns the reputed cowardice of Octavian during the campaign that culminated in the battle of Philippi. The more I delved into his early life, the less credible cowardice seemed. So many other aspects of his career at this stage indicate that he did not lack courage; he had quite astonishing sticking power, and tackled undertakings like two marches on Rome as a teenager with all the aplomb of a Sulla or a Caesar. I am in good company, incidentally, when I have the lad steal Caesar’s war chest; Sir Ronald Syme thought he did too.

Getting back to the so-called cowardice, it struck me that there might be a physical reason for his behavior. What intrigued me was the statement that Octavian “hid in the marshes” during First Philippi, a battle we know produced so much dust that Cassius couldn’t even see Brutus’s camp from his own. In that conduct, I believe, lies the answer to the riddle. What if Octavian suffered from asthma? Asthma is a disorder that can imperil life, may diminish (or increase) with age, and is affected by foreign matter in the air, from dust to pollen to water vapor, and by emotional stress. It fits very well with what we know of the young Caesar Augustus. Maybe, after he had cemented his power, enjoyed a more stable private life, and had the gold of Egypt to put the Empire back on its feet, he suffered fewer or even no asthmatic attacks. Though he traveled, he was not an inveterate traveler like Caesar, nor does he seem to have experienced Caesar’s rude health. Did Octavian have asthma, it makes everything that happened to him during that campaign in Macedonia logical, including his fleeing to the sea breezes and cleaner air of the salt marshes while dry ground was fogged by a suffocating pall of chaffy dust. My recourse to asthma is not an excuse aimed at making Octavian look good, it is simply an attempt to explain his conduct in a reasonable, possible way.

On the subject of Caesar’s “epilepsy,” I have professional experience to assist me. In a day and age when anticonvulsant medication was not available, Caesar’s mental acuity, including at the end of his life, militates against a long-term epileptic condition of generalized nature, though the only seizure described in the ancient sources seems to have been a generalized one. Many altered physiological states can cause a rare seizure in persons who do not have regular seizures, for epilepsy is a symptom rather than a disease. Trauma, space-occupying lesions of the brain, cerebral inflammation, severe electrolyte imbalances and acute hypoglycemia, among other things, can cause seizures. Since the ancient sources harp a little on Caesar’s indifference to food, I elected to attribute his seizure to an attack of hypoglycemia (low blood sugar) following a systemic illness that may have involved the pancreas.

So much has been written about the significance of Caesar’s wearing the high red boots of the Alban Kings in the last two months of his life that a spirit of mischief led me to gift him with varicose veins. The Roman boot was a low affair that would not afford support for varicosities, whereas a high, tightly laced boot would. I am as likely to be right as wrong!

Health and disease are, not unnaturally, often misinterpreted by historians, whose academic inclinations lie far from medicine. It just seems to me that, particularly in times when knowledge of and treatment of ailments was less adept than it is now, many famous historical characters must surely have suffered common maladies like diabetes, asthma, varicose veins, heart failure, and Napoleon’s notorious hemorrhoids. Cancer was common, pneumonia often fatal, and poliomyelitis stalked Rome’s seven hills every summer. The description of the plague in Egypt sounds suspiciously like a close cousin to the Black Death, or else was it.

There are aspects of Cleopatra’s relationship with Caesar and her subsequent relationship with Mark Antony that are overlooked, though they should not be.

One must always be skeptical about Cleopatra, whom the mature Octavian/Augustus found it politic to malign; he didn’t dare have a civil war with Antony, so in her he found his foreign foe. The first master of propaganda, Octavian is responsible for her reputation as sexually promiscuous, up to and including denying that Caesarion was her son by Caesar. The truth is that her royal situation would have insisted that she be a virgin, but more than that: a Ptolemy, she would never have lowered herself to mate with a mere mortal. Circumstances like inundations in the Cubits of Death and an unavailable Ptolemaic husband made Caesar an eligible husband; he was generally regarded as a god throughout the eastern end of the Mediterranean when he landed in Alexandria.

But having introduced a new strain of godly blood into her line, Cleopatra was then faced with the problem of reinforcing that new, Julian blood. Her first choice to achieve this would have been a full sister for Caesarion to marry, but when that did not happen, she had to find another source of Julian blood. Mark Antony’s mother was a Julia, so he qualified. There can be no doubt that, had he lived, Caesarion would have married his half sister by Antony, Cleopatra Selene. The only other answer to Cleopatra’s dilemma than a Julian bride for Caesarion was marriage to her own half sister, Arsinoë: an alternative she could not condone, as it would have led to her own murder.

There were thus excellent dynastic reasons why Cleopatra espoused Mark Antony and had children by him. To do so ensured the House of Ptolemy Caesar. But, of course, Octavian destroyed all Cleopatra’s hopes by killing Caesarion before his little half sister was old enough for marriage. This child, Cleopatra Selene, was reared by Octavia and was eventually married to King Juba II of Numidia. Her twin brother, Ptolemy Helios, and their small brother, Ptolemy Philadelphus, were also raised by Octavia.

Now to the drawings.

Rarely has a people pre-dating the candid camera left such an immensely rich legacy of “warts and all” portraiture as the Romans. Identification of the busts depends largely upon coin profiles, as the busts were almost never labeled with a name. These unflattering likenesses were painted in the manner of a waxworks figure, which means that we do not see them today as they were in antiquity. It is for this reason that I have tried to bring the busts to life by drawing them. As I am no artist, I beg to be excused their faults. Most have lost their necks, so I fall down badly on necks. The hair I have kept stylized because to do so emphasizes the genius of the Roman barber, who seems to have catered for the individual mutiny of his master’s hair amazingly well.

First, the authenticated busts.

Good busts of Caesar all possess certain similarities: the frown lines, the creases at the outer corners of the eyes, the ears, the extraordinary cheekbones, and the slightly uptilted lips.

The Cassius is drawn from the Montreal bust, and confirms the impression one must get from Cicero’s famous “shipwreck” letter, that Cassius did not look lean and hungry!

There are many busts of Caesar Augustus, and of all ages save old age. Though they do have vague echoes of Alexander the Great, inspection always reveals the prominent ears and unclassical nose.

Cato we know is Cato thanks to a labeled bust found in North Africa, where he was adored.

The young Cleopatra is from the marble head in Berlin, but none of her extant likenesses do the enormous beaked nose of her coin portraits justice. It was truly immense.

Lepidus, Cicero and Agrippa are authentic.

The Brutus is the bust in the Prado at Madrid; note the fascinating muscle wasting in the right cheek.

Marcus Antonius is an elusive character; perhaps no other famous Roman has as many so-called likenesses as he, all very different from one another—and from the coin profile, which depicts a huge nose and chin striving to meet across a thick-lipped mouth. I have chosen to draw from the bust that most resembles the coin profile.

Now come a group of three drawings that are not authentic, but bear similarities to some well-authenticated people. The Lucius Caesar is said to be a bust of the great Caesar, but is not: the frown lines are absent, so are the creases in the outer corners of the eyes; the shape of the skull and face are wrong, and there is a general asymmetry that Caesar’s face does not have. Whether this is Lucius Caesar, I don’t know, but the subject certainly looks like a Julian.

The Calpurnia reminded me of an authenticated bust of her father, Lucius Calpurnius Piso. I can say the same for Porcia.

The rest of the drawings are from busts of the proper date, but anonymous. They are there because it’s fun to put a name to a face, and I maintain that my casting is better than Hollywood’s.


GLOSSARY

ABSOLVO The term employed by a court jury when delivering a verdict of acquittal.

adamas Diamond, known to be the hardest of all substances.

Acadamic An adherent of Platonic philosophy.

aedes The house of a god not called a temple because it had not been used for augury at the time of its consecration.

aedile A Roman magistrate. There were four: two were plebeian aediles, two were curule aediles.

The plebeian aediles were set up in 493 B.C. to assist the tribunes of the plebs (q.v.), particularly to guard the right of the Plebs to its headquarters in the temple of Ceres. They were elected by the Plebeian Assembly, served for one year, and were not entitled to sit in the curule chair or have lictors.

Two curule aediles were created in 367 B.C. to give the patricians a share in this office. They were elected by the Popular Assembly, served for one year, and had the right to sit in the curule chair. They were preceded by two lictors.

All four became responsible for the care of Rome’s streets, squares, water supply, drains and sewers, traffic, public buildings, building standards and regulations for private construction, public monuments and facilities, markets, weights and measures (standard sets of these were housed in the basement of the temple of Castor and Pollux), some games and the public grain supply.

They had the power to fine citizens and non-citizens alike for infringements of any regulations, and used the money to help fund their games.

Aeneas The son of King Anchises of Trojan Dardania and the goddess Venus/Aphrodite, he fled the burning city of Troy (Ilium) with his aged father on his shoulders and the Palladium tucked under one arm. After many adventures en route, he arrived in Latium and founded the race which produced the Romans. His son Iulus by his Latin wife, Lavinia, became the first King of Alba Longa; the Julians traced their descent from Venus through him.

aether That part of the upper atmosphere permeated by godly forces, or the air immediately surrounding a god. It also meant the blue sky of daylight.

ager publicus Land vested in Roman public ownership. It became politically contentious after the Gracchi (q.v.) and Marius (q.v.) began to seize it to divide up among the poor or poor soldiers as a kind of pension. This was bitterly opposed by the Senate.

agora An open space in a Greek city, usually surrounded by colonnades, used as a meeting place.

agrarian Pertaining to land; in this book, farmland.

Alexander the Great King of Macedonia, the third of that name. He was born in 356 B.C. and succeeded his father, Philip II, when twenty years old; haunted by the specter of the Persians, he vowed to deal them a blow so hard that they would never again be able to invade Europe. In 334 B.C. he led an army across the Hellespont. His odyssey between this date and his death in Babylon at thirty-two took him, always victorious, as far as the Indus River in modern Pakistan. When he tried to go farther east, his army mutinied, so he was forced to turn back. His tutor as a boy was Aristotle. Dying without a true successor, his empire did not survive him as a single entity, but he seeded Hellenic kings in the persons of his marshals, who divided most of Asia Minor, Egypt, Syria, Media and Persia among them.

amicus, amici Friend, friends.

Amisus Modern Samsun, on the Black Sea in Turkey.

amo, amas, amat “I love, thee loves, he/she/it loves.”

amygdalae Almond-shaped objects or spaces.

Anatolia Roughly, modern Asian Turkey.

animus Quoting the Oxford Latin Dictionary: “The mind as opposed to the body, the mind or soul as constituting with the body the whole person.” To a Roman, it probably did not mean an immortal soul; it was simply the force that animated, endowed life.

Apollonia The southern terminus of the Via Egnatia on the west (Adriatic) coast of Macedonia. It lay near the mouth of the modern Vijosë River in Albania.

Apulia That region of southeastern Italy where the Apennines flatten somewhat and the boot’s “spur” is located. Its people were considered by the Romans to be backward bumpkins.

aquilifer The best soldier in a legion, he carried the silver Eagle and was expected to keep it safe from enemy capture. As a mark of his distinction, he wore a wolf or lion skin.

Arabia Felix Happy, or Lucky, Arabia. That part of the Arabian peninsula at the south end of the Red Sea.

Arelate Modern Arles, in France.

Armenia Parva Little Armenia. It lay west of Armenia proper around the headwaters and upper course of the Euphrates River, and was high, extremely mountainous and inhospitable.

Arretium Modern Arezzo, situated on the Arno River in Italy.

Assembly In Latin, comitium, comitia. Any gathering of Roman citizen men convoked to deal with governmental, legislative, electoral or judicial matters. There were three major Assemblies, of the Centuries, the People and the Plebs.

The Centuriate Assembly consisted of the People in their Classes, which were defined by a means test and were economic in nature. It met to elect the consuls, the praetors and (every five years) the censors. It also met to hear trials of perduellio treason (q.v.).

The other two major Assemblies were tribal in nature, rather than economic.

The Assembly of the People or Popular Assembly allowed the full participation of patricians, and it met in the thirty-five tribes among which all Roman citizens were distributed. It was convoked by a consul or a praetor, could formulate laws, and elected the curule aediles, quaestors and tribunes of the soldiers. It could also conduct trials. Like the Centuriate Assembly, it was religiously constrained; prayers had to be said and the auspices taken before the meeting could begin.

The Plebeian Assembly did not allow the participation of patricians, and was convoked only by a tribune of the plebs. No prayers were said or auspices taken. It had the power to enact laws and conduct trials, and elected the tribunes of the plebs and the plebeian aediles.

No Roman Assembly used an individual citizen’s vote directly. In the Centuriate Assembly his vote was credited to his Century of his Class, the single vote of his Century going the way of the majority of its members. In the Popular and Plebeian Assemblies, his vote was credited to his tribe, the single vote of the tribe going the way of the majority of its members. The only time a man’s vote counted directly was in a court jury.

Atropos There were three goddesses of Fate. Clotho spun the thread, Lachesis wove it in a pattern, and Atropos cut the thread with her shears, thus regulating the origin, course, and end of life.

augur, auspices The augur was a priest whose duties concerned divination rather than prognostication, and was elected (for life). He inspected the proper object or signs to ascertain whether or not the projected undertaking had the approval of the gods, be it a meeting, a war, a proposed new law, or any other public business. A protocol governing interpretation existed, so an augur “went by the book” rather than claimed to have psychic powers.

auxiliaries Troops serving in a Roman army but not owning the Roman citizenship. Cavalrymen were usually auxiliaries.

Baetis River The modern Guadalquivir, in Spain. According to the geographer Strabo, the Baetis valley was the most fertile and productive land in the world.

ballista In Republican times, a piece of artillery designed to hurl stones and boulders. The missile was put in a spoon-shaped arm that was put under extreme tension by a tightly wound rope spring; when the spring was released, the arm shot into the air and came to rest against a thick pad, propelling the missile a considerable distance. It was accurate when expertly used.

barbarian Derived from a Greek word having strong onomatopoeic overtones; the Greeks had fancied, upon hearing the tribal peoples of the north speak, that they barked like dogs—“bar-bar.” The word was not applied to any Mediterranean or Middle Eastern people. It referred to the peoples of the steppes and forests, who were deemed uncivilized, lacking in any desirable or admirable culture.

Barium Modern Bari, on the Adriatic coast of Italy.

basilica A large building devoted to public activities such as courts of law or to commercial activities. The basilica was clerestory-lit and was erected at the expense of some civic-minded Roman nobleman, usually of consular status. His basilica bore his name.

beak In Latin, rostrum. The beak, of oak or bronze, projected forward of a warship’s bows just below the waterline, and was used to hole or damage an enemy vessel during an activity called “ramming.”

Belgae The fearsome confraternity of tribes inhabiting northwestern and Rhineland Gaul. Of mixed Germano-Celtic blood, they comprised tribes like the Nervii, who fought on foot, and the Treveri, who fought from horseback.

biga A chariot drawn by two horses.

bireme A galley constructed for use in naval warfare and meant to be rowed rather than sailed, though like all war galleys it was equipped with a mast and sail (left ashore if battle seemed likely). Some biremes were decked or partially decked, but most were open.

It seems that the oarsmen did sit on two levels at separate banks of oars, the upper bank accommodated in an outrigger, and the lower bank poking through leather-valved ports in the hull. One man powered one oar; there were upward of 100 rowers. It was much longer than it was wide in the beam (the ratio was about 7:1), and probably measured about 100 feet (30 meters) in length. A beak (q.v.) was mandatory. The bireme was not designed to carry marines or artillery, or grapple to engage other vessels in land-style combat.

Built of fir or some other lightweight pine, the bireme could be manned only in fair weather, and fight only in calm seas. Like all warships, it was not left in the water even overnight, but stored ashore in ship sheds or pushed up on a beach. Throughout Greek and Romanly Roman times all warships were rowed by professional oarsmen, never by slaves. Slaves sent to the galleys were a feature of Christianized times.

boni Literally, “the good men.” First mentioned in a play by Plautus called The Captives, the term came into political use during the time of Gaius Gracchus (q.v.). In the time of Cicero and Caesar, the boni were men of ultra-conservative leanings.

Bononia Modern Bologna, in northern Italy.

Brundisium Modern Brindisi, on the Adriatic coast of Italy.

Bruttium In ancient times, the toe of the Italian boot.

Burdigala Modern Bordeaux, in France.

Buthrotum In modern Albania, it is now an uninhabited site called Butrinto.

cacat! Shit!

Calabria In ancient times, the heel of the Italian boot.

caligae Legionary footwear, open to the air but more supportive than a sandal. The very thick leather sole was studded with metal hobnails, thus raising the marching foot too high off the ground to pick up painful grit or gravel, while the shoe’s open nature kept the foot healthy. In icy or snowy weather, the legionary wore thick socks, rabbit skins or similar inside it.

Campania The fabulously rich and fertile volcanic basin that lay between the mountains of Samnium and Apulia and the Tuscan (Tyrrhenian) Sea, and extended from Tarracina in the north to a point just south of the Bay of Naples. Very well watered, it grew bigger, better, and more of everything than anywhere else in Italy. Early colonized by the Greeks, it fell under Etruscan domination, then belonged to the Samnites, and finally was subject to Rome. The strong Greek and Samnite elements in its population made it a grudging subject, and it was an area always prone to insurrection.

campus A plain or flat piece of ground.

Capua The largest inland city of Campania. It had a long history of broken pledges to Rome which led to Roman reprisals stripping it of its extensive and immensely valuable public lands; these included the ager Falernus, source of Italy’s best wines. By Caesar’s time, Capua had become the center of a huge martial industry, catering for the needs of the army camps and gladiator schools all around it.

Carrhae Today, a tiny village named Harran in the extreme south of Turkey near the Syrian border. It was the site of a severe Roman defeat when the Parthians attacked the army of Marcus Crassus.

carpentum A four-wheeled, closed carriage drawn by four to eight mules. Its driver was the carpentarius.

Carthage A Phoenician civilization centered upon modern Tunisia, in north Africa. At the height of its power, chiefly maritime, Carthage had an empire including Sicily, Sardinia and all Spain. During the course of three wars with Rome lasting 150 years, its power ebbed and vanished. Its most famous citizen was Hannibal. The adjective pertaining to Carthage is “Punic” (Phoenician).

casus belli A reason for war.

Catabathmos The uninhabited coast between Egypt and Cyrenaica.

catapult In Republican times, a piece of artillery designed to shoot wooden bolts or sharpened logs. The principle was the same as a crossbow. Small catapults were called scorpions.

cella A room without a special function. The word is usually applied to the room inside a temple.

Cenabum Modern Orleans, in France.

censor The most senior of all Roman magistrates, though he did not own imperium, therefore was not escorted by lictors. To run for censor, a man had to have been consul, and only famous ones bothered to stand. Two censors were elected by the Centuriate Assembly to serve for a period of five years, called a lustrum. Censors inspected and regulated membership in the Senate, and in the Classes and tribes of Roman citizens. They also held a full census of all Roman citizens everywhere in the world. They let the State contracts, and undertook various public works. Usually they could not get on together, and were prone to resign long before the lustrum was completed.

Centuries Actually, any body of 100 men. Here, the groups of men in the Classes. Except for the senior eighteen centuries, these groups came to hold many more than 100 men.

centurion A regular professional officer in a legion. He cannot be likened to a modern non-commissioned officer, for he enjoyed an exalted status unaffected by social distinctions. Promotion was up from the ranks; all centurions started off as ranker soldiers. Centurion seniority was graduated in a manner so tortuous that no modern scholar has worked out how many grades there were, or how they progressed. The ordinary centurion commanded the century of 80 soldiers and 20 noncombatant servants who were also citizens. The names of the two most senior grades have survived: the pilus prior was the senior centurion of his cohort, and the primus pilus (shortened by Caesar to primipilus) was the senior of the entire legion.

The centurion’s badges of office were unmistakable: a shirt of metal scales rather than chain mail; shin guards or greaves; a helmet crest of stiff horsehair that fanned sideways instead of back-to-front; and a stout knobkerrie of vine wood. He was usually festooned with decorations for valor.

Cephallenia An island in the Ionian Sea to the west of Greece.

Cercina Modern Kerkenna, an island off the coast of Tunisia.

cheronnese The Greek word for a peninsula.

Cimbric Chersonnese The Jutland peninsula (Denmark).

Cimmeria Situated at the top of the Black Sea, in ancient times it incorporated not only the Crimean peninsula, but much of the territory around it.

circumvallation A siege wall entirely surrounding the enemy.

circus An open air arena designed for chariot racing, therefore much longer than wide, and equipped with wooden bleachers for the spectators. A narrow island called the spina divided the arena itself down the middle; accidents happened when the chariots tried to drive around the metae (spina ends) at a sharp angle.

Classes There were five Classes of Roman citizens, numbered from First to Fifth, each comprised of Centuries. A means test was imposed by the censors, based on a man’s income. Many Roman citizens were too poor to qualify for a Class (see Head Count). Electorally the Classes were heavily weighted in favor of the most affluent, the First Class, to which members of the Senate belonged. See also Eighteen.

client, clientele A man of free or freed status (he did not have to be a Roman citizen) who pledged himself to a man he called his patron was a client in the patron’s clientele. The client undertook in the most solemn and binding way to obey the wishes and serve the interests of his patron, in return for various favors (usually gifts of money, or jobs, or legal assistance). The freed slave was automatically the client of his former master. So important was the client-patron relationship that there were formal laws governing it. Whole towns, cities and even kingdoms could be clients, and not necessarily of Rome herself. Romans like Pompey the Great numbered kings and satraps among his clients.

client-king A king who pledged himself to Rome or a Roman.

cognomen The last name of a Roman male anxious to distinguish himself from all his fellows having the same first and family name as he. In some cases a man might have several cognomina, as Gaius Julius Caesar Strabo Vopiscus Sesquiculus. Caesar: “a fine head of hair.” Strabo: “cross-eyes.” Vopiscus: “the survivor of twins.” Sesquiculus: “an arsehole and a half.” Which indicates that the cognomen was a nickname, often either sarcastic or describing some physical imperfection.

cohort The tactical unit of the legion, comprising six centuries of troops; in normal circumstances, a legion contained ten cohorts. Roman armies were sometimes enumerated in cohorts rather than in legions, indicating that the troops had not served together as legions.

comitium, comitia See Assembly.

CONDEMNO The word employed by a court jury delivering a verdict of “guilty.”

confarreatio The oldest and strictest of the three Roman marriage forms. Usually only patricians practiced it, but it was not compulsory. Confarreatio was unpopular, for two reasons: it gave a woman absolutely no freedom or independence; it virtually negated divorce, which, if diffareatio, was so awful that few could face it.

conscript fathers By Caesar’s day, a courtesy title for senators. It originated under the Kings of Rome, who called their council members “fathers.” After they were adlected by the censors, they became “conscript fathers.” Once election to the Senate came in, the term held no significance.

consul The consul was the most senior Roman magistrate owning imperium (q.v.). Modern scholars refer to the consulship, as a consulate is a diplomatic institution nowadays.

Two consuls were elected by the Centuriate Assembly each year to serve for one year. The senior of the two was the one who polled the required number of Centuries first. Each was preceded by twelve lictors. They entered office on January 1, New Year’s Day. The senior consul held the fasces (q.v.) for the month of January, which meant his junior colleague just looked on. They then alternated holding the fasces month by month.

Consuls could be either patrician or plebeian; two plebeians could hold office together, but not two patricians. The proper age was forty-two, twelve years after entering the Senate at thirty. A consul’s imperium knew no bounds; it operated not only in Rome, but everywhere Roman, and overrode the imperium of a governor in his province. If armies went into the field, the consul (s) had first choice of commanding them.

consular The title given to a man who had been consul.

consultum, consulta The proper name for a senatorial decree. These decrees did not have the force of law. In order to become law, a senatorial decree had to be passed by an Assembly, and sometimes it was rejected. However, many decrees were not sent to an Assembly, yet were accepted in the spirit of law: decisions about who governed a province, declaration and pursuit of a war, and foreign affairs were in the purlieu of the Senate.

contio, contiones The contio was a preliminary meeting of an Assembly, and saw debate about promulgated laws.

contubernalis A subaltern of lowest rank in the military command chain, but excluding the centurions. Contubernales were noble youths serving an obligatory year of military experience as part of a future public career rather than an army career.

Corcyra Modern Kérkyra or Corfu Island, in the Adriatic.

Corduba Modern Cordoba, in Spain.

Cornelia the Mother of the Gracchi Daughter of Scipio Africanus and Aemilia Paulla, she married the much older eminent consular Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus and bore him a total of twelve babies. Only three did she manage to rear to maturity: the famous Gracchi (q.v.) and a daughter, Sempronia, who married Scipio Aemilianus (q.v.). When her husband died she declared remarriage unbefitting a Roman noblewoman, and refused, among other suitors, Ptolemy Euengetes Gross-belly of Egypt. One son was murdered, the other suicided, and her daughter was believed to have poisoned her husband, but Cornelia was unbowed, and lived to be very old.

She became the beau ideal of Roman womanhood to later Roman noblewomen, for her heroism in the face of tragedy and her quite unconquerable spirit. Her letters and essays were highly esteemed. After she died her tomb was never without flowers; though the cult was never accorded official sanction, ordinary Roman women worshiped her as a goddess.

corona civica The crown made of oak leaves awarded to a soldier who saved the lives of fellow soldiers, captured enemy ground in a battle and held it until after the battle ended.

corona vallaris A gold crown awarded to the man who was first over the walls of an enemy camp. Gold crowns, oddly, were given for lesser feats of valor. The major crowns were of plant matter.

Cularo Modern Grenoble, in alpine France.

cunnus, cunni A choice Latin obscenity for the female genitalia.

cursus honorum The “way of honor” denoting the path from new senator to consul. It incorporated quaestor and praetor, but not aedile or tribune of the plebs.

curule chair Curule magistrates were those entitled to sit on a curule chair. This was carved out of ivory, had curved legs crossing in a broad X, was equipped with low arms, but had no back. It seems to have folded up for easy carrying.

Dagda and Dann The principal god and goddess of the Druidic pantheon. Dagda’s elemental nature was water, Dann’s earth.

Danubius River The modern Danube, Donau, or Dunarea.

demagogue Originally a Greek concept, meaning a politician who aimed to appeal to the crowds. The Roman demagogue was almost inevitably a tribune of the plebs (q.v.), but it was no part of his platform to “liberate the masses”—nor were the men who listened to him from the ranks of the lowly. The term was used in a derogatory sense by ultra-conservative politicians.

denarius, denarii The largest denomination of Roman coin. Of silver (save for a rare issue of gold), it was worth 4 sesterces and was about the size of a dime. There were 6,250 denarii to the talent.

Dertona Modern Tortona, in northwestern Italy.

diadem The Hellenistic symbol of sovereignty; something more costly was felt too ostentatious. It was a white ribbon about an inch wide, worn around the head and tied beneath the occiput. The two ends, sometimes fringed, strayed on to the shoulders.

dictator An unelected Roman magistrate appointed by the consul on instruction from the Senate to deal with an extraordinary crisis in government, originally a war involving threatened invasion of the home territory. His duties were therefore supposed to be military; his other title was magister populi, Master of the Infantry, and his first act was to appoint his subordinate, the magister equitum, or Master of the Horse. As seen during the early Republic, his function was to undertake the war and leave at least one consul free to carry on with civilian government. The post was for six months only, the duration of the campaigning season. Appointment was by lex curiata (q.v.). The dictator was preceded by twenty-four lictors whose fasces held the axes, even within the pomerium (q.v.).

Alone among the magistrates, the dictator was indemnified against his actions while in office, could not be brought to trial for them after he stepped down. But gradually, as Rome’s early foes were subjugated, the need for a dictator subsided. This, combined with the Senate’s mistrust of the office, resulted in attempts to deal with crises in a less individually authoritarian way, by using the Senatus Consultum Ultimum (q.v.) instead.

When Sulla was appointed Dictator in 81 B.C., after marching on Rome, he deliberately arrogated powers that were real enough at law, but not traditional. Inviolate and indemnified, he used the office to enact laws and frame a new constitution, to fill the empty Treasury, and rid himself of his enemies by executing them. When he did not step down after six months, many assumed he never would, but in 79 B.C. he resigned from all public life. Thus when Caesar became dictator (also after marching on Rome), he found his way paved by Sulla’s example, and carried dictatorial powers even further.

dignitas An almost untranslatable concept. It was a man’s personal share of public standing in Rome, and involved his moral and ethical worth, his reputation, his entitlement to respect and proper treatment by his peers and by the history books. It was an accumulation of personal clout stemming from his own unique qualities and deeds.

Dionysus A Greek rather than a Roman god, his worship seems to have originated in Thrace, where it was bloodily orgiastic. In later times his worship was a gentler affair, involving wine.

diverticulum A road interlinking the main arterial roads that radiated outward from the gates of Rome. A “ring road.”

domine, domina My lord, or my lady (vocative case).

Druidism The major Celtic religion, mystical and animist. It did not appeal to Mediterranean peoples, who deplored its bizarre qualities, particularly human sacrifice.

duumvir One of two men who headed the local government of a town or municipality in a Latin-speaking region.

Dyrrachium Modern Durrës, in Albania.

Eagle The silver standard displaying a spread-winged eagle that Gaius Marius (q.v.) gave each legion to furnish his propertyless soldiers with a patriotic symbol. It was virtually worshiped.

Ecastor! The socially acceptable exclamation women used. It referred to the god Castor.

Ecbatana Modern Hamadan, in Iran.

Edepol! The socially acceptable exclamation used by men. It referred to the god Pollux, Castor’s less esteemed twin.

edicta The tenets of procedure issued by a magistrate when he took office; they were guidelines to help those applying to him for legal or administrative decisions.

Eighteen The eighteen most senior Centuries of the First Class, wherein were contained those men who expected by right of family and birth to enter upon a public career, or adorn the top ranks of the business world. The Eighteen were limited to 100 men in each.

Elysian Fields Republican Romans had no real belief in the intact survival of the individual after death, though they did believe in an underworld peopled by “shades,” characterless and mindless effigies of the dead. The Elysian Fields contained the most virtuous shades, it seems because in them, a shade could relive human emotions and appetites after a meal of blood.

Epicure, Epicurean An adherent of the school of philosophy founded by the Greek Epicurus. He advocated a brand of hedonism so exquisitely refined that it approached asceticism on its left hand, so to speak. A man’s pleasures had to be relished, strung out; any excess defeated the purpose.

Epirus That area of western Greece isolated from the mainstream of Greek culture by the Gulf of Corinth and the high mountains of central Greece. In Caesar’s time it was largely depopulated, and had become the fief of absentee Roman landlords who grazed cattle herds for hides, tallow and blood-and-bone fertilizer. It was a notoriously wet land, hence unsuitable for sheep.

epitome A synopsis or drastic abridgment of a long work that concentrated upon packing a maximum of information into a minimum number of words. Its purpose was to enable readers to gain encyclopedic knowledge without needing to plough through a full work. Brutus was well known as an epitomizer.

ethnarch A general term to indicate a magistrate of a Greek town or district.

Etruria The Latin name for what had once been the realm of the Etruscans. It incorporated the wide plains and hills of northwestern peninsular Italy from the course of the Tiber River to the course of the Arnus River. Modern Tuscany.

Euxine Sea The modern Black Sea.

Fannian paper Somewhere between 150 and 130 B.C., one Fannius, a Roman, took the worst grade of papyrus paper and subjected it to a treatment that turned it into paper as good as the best hieratical grade. Its cheapness put good paper within the economic reach of all literate persons.

fasces An inheritance from the Etruscans. The fasces were cylindrical bundles of red-dyed birch rods tightly bound together in a crisscross pattern by red leather thongs. Carried by men called lictors, they preceded a curule magistrate as indication of his imperium. Within the pomerium of Rome, only the rods (there were probably thirty per bundle, for the thirty curiae) were put into the bundle, but outside the pomerium a single-headed axe was inserted into the bundle to indicate that the magistrate not only had the power to chastise, but also to execute.

fellatio (and allied terms) Sucking the penis. He who was having his penis sucked was the irrumator. A fellator was male, a fellatrix female.

femina mentula A woman with a penis. A mortal insult.

feriae Holidays. Depending upon the actual gradation of holiday, public business tended to be suspended.

fiscus A purse or money bag. It referred to State moneys.

flamen A priest, but not a pontifex. There were three major flaminates: Dialis (Jupiter Optimus Maximus), Martialis (Mars), and Quirinalis (Quirinus). Martialis and Quirinalis were part-time positions, but the flamen Dialis was a full-time priest who was surrounded by taboos: he couldn’t wear knots, touch iron or other metal, eat leavened bread, witness death, encounter a dog, mount a horse, and many more. Not the right priesthood for Caesar, who held it from age thirteen until, at nineteen, Sulla assisted him in escaping it. The major flamines had to be patricians.

forum A Roman public meeting place.

Forum Boarium The meat markets.

Forum Holitorium The vegetable markets, located half inside the Servian Walls and half outside, on the banks of the Tiber near the Circus Flaminius.

Forum Julii Modern Fréjus, on the French Cote d’Azur.

Forum Julium Caesar’s new forum in Rome.

Forum Romanum The old, original forum of Rome, located just below the Capitol. It contained Rome’s most important public buildings, and was the political heart of the Republic.

freedman A manumitted slave. He was obligated to wear the cap of liberty, a skullcap. Though technically free (and, if his former master was a Roman, himself a Roman citizen), he remained in the patronage of his former master, and had little chance under the Republic’s timocratic electoral structure to exercise his vote in a tribal assembly, as he was automatically put into Esquilina or Suburana, two of the four urban tribes. However, if he qualified economically, as some freedmen did, he might rise high in the Classes.

Further Spain Hispania Ulterior. The southwestern part of the Iberian peninsula, more fertile and prosperous than its Nearer neighbor. It was enormously rich in gold, silver, lead and iron.

Gades Modern Cádiz, in Spain.

Galatia An enclave of Gauls who settled in Anatolia in the grassy regions between Bithynia and the Halys River. Its ancient city, Ancyra, is now the Turkish capital, Ankara.

galbanum A resin obtained from the sap of Bubon galbanum, a Syrian plant. It was used in ancient medicine.

games In Latin, ludi. They began modestly under the Kings, but, by the time of the late Republic, had mushroomed into days-long celebrations. At first they consisted of chariot races, but came to include wild-beast hunts, athletic competitions, plays and mimes, pageants and parades. The most popular were the ludi Romani, held in September. They did not include gladiatorial combat. Free Roman citizen men and women were admitted, freedmen and non-citizens were disbarred. Women were allowed to sit with men in the circus, but not in the theaters.

garum A highly esteemed flavoring essence made from fish by a process guaranteed to make a modern man or woman ill. It stank!

Garumna River The Garonne, in France.

Gaul, Gauls Any region inhabited by Celtic peoples was a Gaul. The adjective was Gallic.

gens A family. A man’s gentilicial name was his family’s name: in Caesar’s case, for instance, his gens was the gens Julia, hence his being described as a Julian.

gens humana The human family of all the world’s peoples.

Genua Modern Genoa, in Italy.

Gerrae! Utter rubbish, complete nonsense!

gig A two-wheeled vehicle drawn by between one and four mules, and usually not fully enclosed. It more likely had a leather top.

gladiator A soldier of the sawdust, a professional warrior who performed his trade for an audience as an entertainment. Inherited from the Etruscans, he always flourished throughout Italy, hired to perform at funeral games held in a town’s marketplace or forum, not in an amphitheater. His origins might be several: a deserter from the legions, a condemned criminal, a slave, or even a free man of a mind to fight as a gladiator. He lived in a school and was not locked up or locked in, or ill treated; expecting to make money from him, his owner was more likely to pamper him. Gladiators were not expected to fight to the death, and the Empire’s “thumbs down” verdict had not come into being. The Republican gladiator was a very profitable and attractive investment. Usually he fought for six years or thirty bouts, whichever came first; some became adulated stars. Once retired, he tended to hire himself out as a bully-boy or bouncer. Caesar owned thousands of these soldiers of the sawdust, basing them in schools around Capua or Ravenna, and hiring them out all over Italy.

Gracchi, the Tiberius and Gaius Sempronius Gracchus were high Roman nobles of eminent family; their mother was Scipio Africanus’s daughter, their father a censor as well as a consular. Both of them served under Scipio Aemilianus (q.v.), Tiberius in the Third Punic War, Gaius at Numantia; they were conspicuously brave.

Almost ten years older than Gaius, Tiberius was elected a tribune of the plebs in 133 B.C., and set out to right the wrongs the Senate was perpetrating against the poorer elements in the Roman citizen populace. Opposition was rife, and Tiberius committed the unpardonable sin of attempting to run for the tribunate of the plebs a second time. In a fracas on the Capitol, he was murdered.

Turmoil died down until his younger brother Gaius was elected a tribune of the plebs in 123 B.C. Gaius’s reforms were wider and of more significance for the poor, and met with even greater opposition from the conservative elements in the Senate. When he had not finished his reforms at the end of his term, he ran a second time, and got in. Then, in 121 B.C., he stood a third time.

When he was defeated, he and his friend Marcus Fulvius Flaccus resorted to violence. The Senate’s response was to eschew the traditional resort to a dictator, and pass its first-ever Senatus Consultum Ultimum, or Ultimate Decree. Fulvius Flaccus and two of his sons were murdered, and Gaius Gracchus is said to have committed suicide.

The conservative elements in the Senate may have won, but the Romans themselves held that the Brothers Gracchi commenced the rot which eventuated in the death of the Republic.

The only direct descendant of the Gracchi was Fulvia, daughter of Gaius Gracchus’s only child, Sempronia. Significantly, she was the wife of three demagogues: Publius Clodius, Curio, Mark Antony.

grain dole It had long been the custom for famous Roman political men to win favor with the lower classes by subsidizing grain (wheat). In terms of votes they got little out of it except a reputation for philanthropy that stood them in good stead with the electors when it came to high office. (See tribe entry.) Philanthropy was thought admirable.

Then in 58 B.C. the tribune of the plebs Publius Clodius legislated a free grain dole providing 5 modii of free wheat per month to all Roman citizen men (a ration that enabled a family to bake one large loaf of bread per day). Clodius funded his program by annexing the island of Cyprus, hitherto a possession of the Ptolemies of Egypt. No means test was applied. However, when Caesar was Dictator he cut the free grain dole from 300,000 to 150,000 by introducing a means test.

Hades The name of the ruler of the underworld, and of his realm. It is not to be confused with Christian concepts of Hell.

Halys River The modern Kizil Irmak River of central Turkey.

Head Count In Latin, capite censi. These were the proletarii, the impoverished lowest stratum of Roman citizens; during a census they were simply counted off as heads, hence the name. They belonged to a tribe (usually one of the four urban tribes), but did not qualify for the Classes. Gaius Marius (q.v.) opened the army to them as a career.

Hector The son of Priam, King of Troy (Ilium), who led the Trojans against Agamemnon and the Greeks until he fell in battle to Achilles. His wife was Andromache, his son Astyanax.

Hellenization A term used to describe the Greek cultural influences at work on the ancient world of the Mediterranean and Asia Minor after the conquests of Alexander the Great.

Hellespont The modern Dardanelles, the straits between the Aegean Sea and the Sea of Marmara, gateway to the Black Sea.

hermed A pedestal adorned with male genitalia was “hermed.”

Homer By tradition, a blind Greek poet from the Aegean coast of Asia Minor who wrote the Iliad and the Odyssey, the two most admired, famed and loved epic poems of all antiquity.

hostis Enemy. The term levied upon a man declared an enemy of the Roman State. It stripped him of his citizenship and property, and usually also of his life, rendering him nefas, sacrilegious.

hydromel A solution of honey and water.

Iberus River The Ebro, in Spain.

Ichor The fluid which coursed through the veins of a god or goddess. It was not blood.

Ides One of the three enumerated dates in the Roman month. It fell on the thirteenth of January, February, April, June, Sextilis (August), September, November and December. In March, May, Quinctilis (July) and October, it fell on the fifteenth.

Ilium The Roman name for Troy.

Illyricum The wild and mountainous lands on the eastern side of the upper Adriatic Sea. They included Istria and Dalmatia.

imperator Properly, the commander or general of a Roman army. Gradually the term came to be given only to a general who won a great victory; in order to be awarded a triumph by the Senate, he had to have been hailed “imperator on the field” by his army. It is, of course, the origin of the word “emperor.”

imperium This was the degree of authority vested in a curule magistrate or promagistrate. Having imperium meant that a man had the authority of his office, and could not be gainsaid within the parameters of his office. It was conferred by a lex curiata (q.v.), and lasted for one year unless specifically legislated for longer. The number of lictors indicated the degree of imperium.

imperium maius Unlimited imperium. Its holder’s level of imperium was so high that he outranked even the consuls of the year. Until the time of Pompey the Great, it was relatively rare. After him, everyone tried to get in on the act.

in absentia In absence. As used in this book, a candidate for electoral office who stood (or tried to stand) for that office without crossing the pomerium into Rome to declare his candidacy.

ineptes Fools, idiots, incompetents.

infra dignitatem Beneath one’s notice.

in loco parentis Having the authority of a parent at law.

inimicus Unfriendly, an opponent.

insula An island. It was also the name given to tall apartment buildings, as they were surrounded by lanes or alleys on all sides.

in suo anno “In his year.” Used to describe the man who had been elected to magisterial office at the correct age.

Isis The Egyptian goddess. But also, a Hellenized deity. In Rome she was worshiped principally by Greek freedmen, of whom there were many, many thousands. As her rites were flagellatory, most Romans found Isis and her worship highly offensive.

Italian Gaul Italy north of the Arnus and Rubicon Rivers, bounded on its north, east and west by the Alps. Its proper Latin name was Gallia Cisalpina—“Gaul on this side of the Alps”—and its peoples were considered by the Romans as inferiors, Gauls.

Italy, Italia The peninsula south of the Arnus and Rubicon Rivers.

iugerum, iugera The Roman unit of land measurement. In modern terms, one iugerum was 0.623 (or five-eighths) of an acre, or 0.252 (one-quarter) of a hectare.

Kalends One of the three enumerated dates in a Roman month. It was always the first day of the month.

knights The Ordo Equester, or First Class of Roman citizens. In the days of the Kings of Rome and the early Republic, these men had formed the cavalry in a Roman army. By late Republican times, the word “knight” indicated his economic, therefore social, status.

Lares Permarini Lares were numinous gods of purely Roman origin who peopled all spheres of Roman existence, from household safety and crossroads to boundary stones. The Lares Permarini were the forces, indefinite in number, which protected the Roman voyager from the perils of the high seas and the deeps.

laserpicium A substance obtained from a north African plant, silphium; it was used as a digestive to relieve over-indulgence.

latifundium, latifundia A latifundium was a large tract of public land leased by one person and run in the manner of a modern ranch. The activity was pastoral rather than agricultural.

Latium The Roman homeland. Its northern boundary was the river Tiber, its southern a line running inland from Tarracina; on the east it merged into the mountains of Samnium.

lectus A couch. A dining room usually had three couches, the lectus summus, lectus medius and lectus imus, forming a U.

legate Legatus. The most senior members of a general’s staff. In order to qualify as a legate, a man had to be of full senatorial rank. Legates answered only to the general, and often held imperium.

legion The smallest unit in a Roman army capable of fighting a war on its own; that is, it was complete within itself in terms of manpower, equipment and function. A legion at full strength contained 4,800 soldiers divided into ten cohorts of six centuries each; it also contained 1,200 noncombatant citizens, as well as artificers and a unit of artillery.

lemur, lemures Creatures from the underworld, shades.

lex, leges A law, laws.

leges Clodiae There were many, but the ones relevant to this book were passed by Publius Clodius in 58 B.C. to regulate the religious activities of consuls, other magistrates, and the Assemblies.

lex curiata A law passed in the special Assembly of the thirty curiae that endowed a curule magistrate with his imperium. It was also a law making adoption legal.

lex Genucia A law passed in 342 B.C. that stipulated that a period of ten years must elapse between a man’s first and second tenure of the same office.

lex Voconia de mulierum hereditatibus Passed in 169 B.C., it severely curtailed the right of a woman to inherit from a will.

Liguria The mountainous region lying between Genua and Roman Gaul across the Alps, and extending inland as far as the crest of the Maritime Alps. A poor area, it was chiefly famous for its greasy wool, which made splendid waterproof outerwear, and felt.

lingua mundi A language common to all the peoples of the world. In this era, Greek. Later, Latin.

litter A covered cubicle that had poles projecting forward and backward from it on either side, enabling it to be carried by a team of men, usually six or eight in number; some litters were suspended between docile mules. It was a very slow form of transport, but the most comfortable known to the ancient world, as carriages possessed no springs.

locus consularis The place of honor at dinner. It was the right-hand end of the host’s middle couch, to the host’s right.

Long-haired Gaul In Latin, Gallia Comata. Rome had held Gaul across the Alps around the lower course of the Rhodanus River (the Rhone) for many years, and called it The Province. Gaul beyond the limits of The Province was Long-haired Gaul, a vast region inhabited by “uncivilized” tribes which were divided into Celtae and Belgae. They wore their hair long, and stiffened it with limey clay, hence the name. These peoples possessed no uniting national spirit, were Druidic in worship, and wanted no truck with any people from around Our Sea. Then Caesar, in an eight-year war, forced the Long-haired Gauls to submit to Rome and accept its ongoing presence. Long-haired Gaul extended from the Rhenus (Rhine) to the Pyrenees, and from the Atlantic to the Rhodanus.

ludi The games (see that entry).

Lugdunum Modern Lyons, in France.

Lusitani The Celtiberian peoples of western Spain.

Macedonia In Caesar’s day, much larger than at present. On the Adriatic, it went from the town of Lissus south to Epirus; here its two main settlements were the ports of Dyrrachium and Apollonia. It then continued east across the mountains of Candavia, in which arose the Morava, the Axius, the Strymon and the Nestus Rivers. It ended at the Strymon. On its north lay Illyricum and Moesia. On its south lay Greece. Its indigenes were probably Germano-Celtic; successive invasions mixed this original people with others of Dorian Greek, Thracian and Illyrian elements.

A united Macedonia was already in existence at the time of Philip II, but it was he and his son, Alexander the Great, who thrust Macedonia into world prominence. After the death of Alexander, it was first exhausted by struggles for the throne, then defeated by Aemilius Paullus in 167 B.C. Rome didn’t want responsibility for Macedonia, so tried to convert it into four self-governing republics. When this failed, it was incorporated into the empire as a province in 146 B.C. Construction of the Via Egnatia (q.v.) commenced not long afterward.

magistrates The elected executives of the Roman republic. They belonged to the Senate by Caesar’s time.

Malabar coast At the southwestern tip of the Indian Deccan; it was visited yearly by the Nabataean Arab fleet because of its spices, particularly its peppercorns.

Marius, Gaius The Third Founder of Rome. A New Man from Arpinum, Marius was born about 157 B.C., of a prosperous family. As a young military tribune at Numantia, he attracted the attention of Scipio Aemilianus (q.v.), who encouraged him to pursue a public career in Rome, despite his obscure origins. Backed by the Caecilii Metelli (who were to rue it), Marius entered the Senate as a tribune of the plebs, but his humble birth made higher magistracies unlikely. He scraped in as praetor in 115 B.C. under a bribery cloud, but the consulship eluded him.

Then in 110 B.C. he married Julia, aunt of the great Caesar, whose patrician birth and connections made him acceptable consul material. He went as Metellus Numidicus’s legate to fight King Jugurtha in north Africa, and used this to secure the consulship in 107 B.C., much to Metellus’s annoyance.

A disastrous series of Roman defeats had drastically reduced the number of propertied men who made up Rome’s soldiers, so over the next few years Marius began to enlist the propertyless Head Count as soldiers. Rome was threatened by an enormous Germanic migration; this secured no less than six consulships for Marius, three in absentia.

The Germans finally defeated, in 100 B.C. Marius retired from public life for some years. What brought him back was the revolt of Rome’s Italian Allies, and another series of Roman defeats. Convinced that a prophecy saying he would be consul seven times was true, he strove to this end, and in 86 B.C. became consul for a seventh time, with Cinna as his colleague.

He died only a few days into office, amid a slaughter of his enemies that horrified all of Rome. His early ally and faithful legate, Sulla (q.v.), had become his enemy.

Marius’s story is told in the first two books, The First Man in Rome, and The Grass Crown.

Massilia Modern Marseilles, in France.

Master of the Horse Magister equitum. The title of a dictator’s second-in-command.

Mauretania The western end of North Africa, from about the Muluchath River of modern Algeria through to the Atlantic Ocean.

medimnus, medimni A dry measure for grains and other pourable solids. It equaled 5 modii (q.v.), and occupied a volume of 10 American gallons (40 liters). It weighed about 65 pounds (29 kilograms).

Memphis Near modern Cairo, in Egypt.

mentula, mentulae A choice Latin obscenity for the penis.

meretrix mascula A mannish female whore.

Messapii The earliest people of southeastern Italy.

mete-en-sa Ordinary Egyptian priests, not entitled to wear gold.

meum mel An endearment—“my honey.”

miles gloriosus A vainglorious soldier.

modius, modii The customary Roman measure of grain. It occupied 2 American gallons (8 liters), and weighed 13 pounds. The grain dole was issued at 5 modii of wheat per month per holder of a grain chit. This was enough to provide a large loaf of bread per day.

Mormolyce A nursery bogey, female and hideous.

mos maiorum Almost indefinable for us. The established order of things, the customs and traditions of the ancestors. The mos maiorum was how things had always been done, and how they should always continue to be done. It was generally used in a public sense, to describe government and its institutions.

municipia Districts that did not own full autonomy in Roman eyes. They might be in Italy, or in the provinces.

murex The shellfish that produced purple-dye.

murus Gallicus A wall of stone blocks reinforced with frequent long wooden beams; the combination gave it the ability to withstand a battering ram. The Gauls originated it.

Mutina Modern Modena, in northern Italy.

Narbo Modern Narbonne, in France.

Neapolis There were many towns named Neapolis, but in this book, it refers to Italian Naples.

Nearer Spain Hispania Citerior. That part of the Iberian peninsula lying between the Pyrenees and modern Cartagena, and extending inland about as far as Segovia.

nefas Sacrilegious.

Nicomedia Modern Izmit, in Turkey.

nomarch The administrator of an Egyptian district, the nome.

nomen A man’s family, or gentilicial, name. Julius, Claudius.

Nones One of the three enumerated dates in a Roman month. If the Ides (see that entry for the months) fell on the fifteenth, then the Nones fell on the seventh; if the Ides fell on the thirteenth, then the Nones fell on the fifth.

numen, numina A word used by modern scholars to describe the peculiarly disembodied nature of the original Italian and Roman gods, if god is the right term. Spiritual forces might be better. These numinous old gods were the forces which governed everything from rain and wind to the opening and closing of a door. They were faceless, sexless, and without a mythology. Though it became a mark of culture to subscribe to things Greek, and many numinous gods acquired names, sexes, even sometimes faces, it is incorrect to call Roman religion a bastardized form of Greek worship. Unlike the Greeks, the Romans tied their religion so inextricably to all strata of government that one could not survive without the other. No matter how Greek the
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