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        -A-1

      

      

      ad-ven-ture \ ad-ven-chur \ noun: a journey or activity that is dangerous or exciting.

      “Sailing around the world alone was quite an adventure.”

      air cur-rent \ ayr-kur-ent \ noun: air that flows in one direction.

      “The kite rose on a current of air.”

      a-lert \ uh-lurt \ adjective: watching carefully; quick to notice and act.

      “The alert driver avoided a hole in the road.”

      awk-ward \ ahk-werd \ adjective: without skill or grace; clumsy.

      “My brother is an awkward dancer.”

      
        
        -B-

      

      

      bluff \ bluf \ noun: a hill or shore with steep sides.

      “The lighthouse was built on a high bluff overlooking the sea.”

      brood \ brude \ noun: a group of young animals born at the same time to one mother.

      “Mother Owl and Father Owl sat on a limb while their young brood practiced their flying.”

      
        
        -C-

      

      

      cab-in \ kah-bin \ noun: a small house, usually built in a simple or rough way.

      “The old man lived in a cabin in the woods.”

      camp-site \ kamp-site \ noun: a place used for camping.

      “They built their tents at the campsite.”

      cliff \ klif \ noun: a high, steep face of rock or earth.

      “It is dangerous to stand near the edge of a cliff.”

      clutch\ kluhch \ noun: a group of eggs that is laid at one time.

      “This was Mother Owl’s fourth clutch of eggs.”

      com-pound \ kom-pownd \ noun: a closed off area with a group of buildings inside.

      “She lived and worked in a big compound.”

      con-tain \ kuhn-tane \ verb: to have or hold within.

      “The lunchbox contained two sandwiches.”

      cu-ri-os-i-ty \ kyoo-ree-ah-sih-tee \ noun: the desire to learn or know.

      “He read his great-grandmother's diary with great curiosity.”

      
        
        -D-

      

      

      dan-ger \ dane-jer \ noun: something that may cause injury or harm.

      “Firemen face many dangers in their work.”

      de-vote \ dee-vote \ verb: to give to a purpose; dedicate.

      “They devoted their time and energy to helping others.”

      
        
        -E-

      

      

      en-clos-ure \ in-kloh-zher \ noun: a space that is surrounded, or something that surrounds.

      “They keep their dogs in an enclosure.”

      ex-plain \ ek-splane \ verb: to show the meaning of.

      “The museum guide explained the painting to us.”

      
        
        -F-

      

      

      fire tow-er \ fai-er tou-er \ noun: a high place from which someone watches for fires.

      “The rangers looked for fires in the fire tower.”

      flight cage \ flite kayj \ noun: a cage, often built of metal wire, meant to contain birds while allowing them space to fly.

      “The injured birds lived in a wire flight cage.”

      
        
        -G-
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        * * *

      

      
        
        -H-

      

      

      hatch \ hach \ verb: to come out of an egg; to be born from an egg.

      “The ducklings all hatched the same afternoon.”

      hatch-ling \ hach-ling \ noun: a young animal that recently came out from its egg.

      “The turtle hatchlings, having broken out of their shells, were now making their way across the beach.”

      hon-or \ ah-ner \ verb: to show respect or admiration for.

      “We honored our mother on Mother's Day.”

      
        
        -I-

      

      

      in-hab-it-ed \ in-ha-bih-tid \ adjective: lived in; populated.

      “This house was inhabited by a famous artist.”

      in-jured \ in-jerd \ adjective: having an injury; damaged; wounded.

      “He can't play basketball now because of his injured leg.”

      in-ves-ti-gate \ in-ves-tih-gate \ verb: to look into carefully and closely to learn the facts.

      “The police are investigating the crime.”

      
        
        -J-

      

      

      jut-ting \ juht-ing \ verb: to project or stick out sharply (often followed by “out”).

      “His long nose jutted out from his face.”

      
        
        -K-
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        * * *

      

      
        
        -L-

      

      

      lush \ luhsh \ adjective: growing very healthy and thick.

      “The lush grass was soft to the touch.”

      
        
        -M-

      

      

      mate \ mate \ noun: one of a pair of animals that live or have offspring together.

      “The dog helped his mate take care of their puppies.”

      
        
        -N-

      

      

      nat-ion-al park \ nash-uh-nuhl park \ noun: a large area of scenic beauty, or historic or scientific interest, maintained and preserved by a national government for public use and enjoyment.

      “Their family visited the national park in Colorado.”

      noc-tur-nal \ nok-ter-nul \ adjective: active at night.

      “Owls are nocturnal animals.”

      
        
        -O-

      

      

      ob-serve \ uhb-zurv \ verb: to watch closely; make a careful observation of.

      “The cat observed the bird with hungry interest.”

      o-ver-come \ oh-ver-kuhm \ verb: to push through and win

      “They would overcome the enemy with strength and numbers.”

      
        
        -P-

      

      

      pa-tient \ pay-shent \ adjective: able to wait without complaining or becoming upset.

      “How could she be so patient when he kept her waiting for an hour?”

      perch \ purch \ noun: a small place to sit or rest up high.

      “The bird sat on a perch in the tree.”

      
        
        -Q-
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        * * *

      

      
        
        -R-

      

      

      rang-er \ rane-jer \ noun: a person whose work is looking after or patrolling a park, forest, or other natural area.

      “The ranger worked in the national park.”

      re-a-lize \ ree-uh-lize \ verb: to become aware or understand something clearly.

      “She did not go outside when she realized it was raining.”

      res-cue cen-ter \ reh-skyoo sihn-ter \ noun: a place where animals can be taken and given treatment and care.

      “A young wild deer is recovering at an animal rescue center after being hurt.”

      
        
        -S-

      

      

      sep-a-rate \ sehp-uh-rate \ verb: to move apart.

      “She separated the blue and red candy into different piles.”

      skill \ skil \ noun: the power or ability to perform a task well, especially because of training or practice.

      “After taking this class, her writing skills have improved.”

      soar \ sor \ verb: to fly or glide in a swift, easy way and at a very great height.

      “The falcon soared over the fields and mountains.”

      suf-fer \ suhf-er \ verb: to go through and deal with (for something bad such as pain or injury).

      “She suffered pain in her leg until the doctors could help.”

      
        
        -T-

      

      

      ti-tle \ tai-tul \ noun: a word used with or instead of a name to show a person's position, rank, or job.

      “His title is ‘Professor’, not ‘Doctor’.”

      
        
        -U-

      

      

      u-ni-form \ yoo-nih-form \ noun: a special suit of clothing worn by all members of a particular group.

      “All the kids in that school wear a uniform.”

      
        
        -V-

      

      

      val-ley \ val-ee \ noun: a long area of low land between mountains or hills.

      “A stream or river often runs through a valley.”

      
        
        -W-

      

      

      wind-ing \ wine-ding \ adjective: following a path which twists back and forth.

      “His room is the one close to the winding staircase.”

      wise \ wize \ adjective: showing such understanding.

      “You have made a wise decision.”

      won-der \ wuhn-der \ verb: to
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OEBPS/images/image-13.jpg
“Oh, no, Papa,” said
Hector. “I loved learning
about the animals, but I
still have questions about

the forest we live in.

"Are there other humans who care for injured animals
like the old man on the lake? Surely there are humans

who care for the forest we live in?”

Mother Owl nodded. “The more he learns, the more
questions he has! Maybe the rangers can help him find
the answers he seeks.”

Father Owl turned to Hector. “Let us fly to a place

where you can have another adventure.”
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OEBPS/images/image-21.jpg
Martin Fox spoke up. “You are not like the other

owls. Unlike us, you have studied the forest and the

humans we share it with.”

Hector was surprised by Martin Fox’s comment, but
realized it was true. He had changed his sleeping habits
to observe the rangers as they worked. He was no

longer nocturnal, like other owls.
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“Papa, what if Hilda had been badly injured? What
would’ve happened if we couldn’t have helped her?”
Hector asked.

Mother Owl gave Father Owl a knowing look. “It has
become harder and harder to answer his questions. You
know what we have to do. We have to take him to a
place where he can find the answers for himself.”

Father Owl nodded. “I will take him to visit the old
man on the lake.”

The next night, Father Owl asked Hector to come fly
with him. By a lake high in the mountains lived an old
man who had devoted his life to helping injured
animals. They landed in a large tree not far from the old

man’s cabin.





OEBPS/images/image-6.jpg
“He asks so many questions,” said Mother Owl.
“Sometimes, I just don’t know how to answer him.”

Father Owl looked thoughtful. Suddenly a great gust
of wind blew through the forest. Hilda’s startled cry
could be heard through the valley as she was blown off
course.

Thankfully, Hilda was able to turn and cling to a
nearby branch before she crashed. As the shaken young
owl held onto the tree, she realized she was unharmed.
Seeing their sister embarrassed but none the worse for
wear, Herman and Hanna started to laugh. Soon they
were both talking at once, teasing Hilda about her
awkward landing.

Hector wasn’t laughing with the others. He looked
worried.
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OEBPS/images/image-14.jpg
Father Owl and Hector traveled for most of the night

before they landed on a rock jutting out from a high
bluff. In the valley below were four log buildings.

“What is this place?” asked Hector.

“This is something the humans call a national park.
The people dress in brown uniforms and spend their
time taking care of the forest. This will be a good place
for you to learn about the land we live in,” explained
Father Owl. “I must return home to your mother. We
will look forward to seeing you after you return from

your latest adventure.”





OEBPS/images/image-22.jpg
Hector was not afraid of the world, for he knew

things that most other animals did not know.

“Being different is not a bad thing!” said Hector. He
was happy being different. His life was exciting and
filled with adventure. Being different meant he could
help others and continue to learn new things about the

world around him!
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OEBPS/images/image-10.jpg
Below were wire flight cages to protect injured birds,
sheds to shelter foxes and porcupines, and a fenced
enclosure surrounding a pond where injured otters and
beavers could learn to swim again. The old man cared
for each injured animal until they were ready to return
to the wild.

“What is this place, Papa?” asked Hector.

“This is what the humans call a rescue center,” said
Father Owl. “Here they help animals that are unable to
care for themselves. Your mother and I have answered
what questions we can, but you still wonder about the
world around us. We are simple creatures and do not
have all the answers you seek. Maybe you would like to

observe the special work they do in this valley.”
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The forest animals continued to come to Hector with
questions that only he could answer. He taught them
about the world. In return, the animals began to honor
Hector with a very special title.

He became known far and wide as the “Wise Old

owl!”

The End
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“Yes, please. I want to see how they care for the
animals,” said Hector.

“Be sure to come home when you are through with
your adventure,” said Father Owl. “Your mother will
want to know that you are well.”

That night Hector found a tree near the man’s cabin
to call his new home.

At first Hector was shy, hiding while he observed the
animals. Slowly his curiosity overcame his fear and he
made friends. There was an eagle that had been hurt by
a careless camper and suffered from a broken wing.
There were three baby raccoons who had been
separated from their mother and had no one to care for
them. There was even a sad porcupine with a skin

problem.
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Hector loved learning about each and every animal.

It was early spring when Hector flew home to visit his
mother and father. Mother Owl was setting on a new
clutch of eggs, waiting for them to hatch. Hector helped
his father hunt for food, all the while sharing the tales of
his time at the center.

Father Owl and Mother Owl listened patiently to
Hector’s stories, hearing the excitement in his voice.

“Tell me, Son,” asked Father Owl, “are you ready to

settle down and find a mate?”
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First, he investigated the inside of the nest, then the

tree just outside of their
Next came the endless

“Mama, why do other

home.
questions.

birds sleep at night, but owls

sleep in the day? Why are our eyes big and round while

the other birds have small eyes?”
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OEBPS/images/image-2.jpg
Deep in the forest, in a nest once inhabited by a
squirrel family, four baby owls were hatched to Mother
Owl and Father Owl. Mother Owl named her babies
Herman, Hector, Hanna, and Hilda.

This was Mother Owl's fourth clutch of eggs. She had
taught three other nests of hatchlings the ways of the
forest.

Hector was different from the very beginning.
Mother Owl had never seen another baby with so much
curiosity. When he wasn’t eating or sleeping, he was

exploring everything within his small world.





OEBPS/images/image-18.jpg
As dangerous as fire could be, it was the campers'
friend! Wherever they slept, they always had a fire for

warmth. They also used the fire to roast their food, and

the light from the campfire helped them feel safe.
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From his perch on the cliff, Hector looked around at
the compound below. He saw one of the rangers come
out of the largest log building and drive away. Hector

couldn’t let this adventure pass him by, so off he flew to

see where the ranger was going.






OEBPS/images/image-5.jpg





OEBPS/images/image-20.jpg
When Hector returned to the forest he grew up in, he
began to share stories of what he learned from his
adventures. When he told them of the campers and
their fire, the wild forest animals could not understand.

“Why do they bring such a bad thing to our forest?”
they asked.

“They don’t consider it bad,” Hector explained. “The
humans do not have fur or feathers to keep them warm
and they do not eat their food as we do. The fire helps
them to live as they wish.”

All of the animals were amazed by Hector’s

explanation.
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Mother Owl settled herself beside Hector on the limb.
“Owls are nocturnal. That means we live our lives in the
darkness of the night. Our eyes are big and round so we
can see in the dim light.”

The questions continued through mid-summer as the
young owls practiced their flying skills. They dipped
and soared high on the air currents in their peaceful
valley. Soon, they would be ready to leave the nest.

Mother and Father Owl sat on a limb watching while
their young brood practiced the art of flying.

“It's time for them to leave the nest, but I worry about

Hector,” said Father Owl.
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Up a winding mountain road, he traveled until they
came to a high tower with stairs leading up to a round
cabin in the sky.

Over the months he spent with the rangers, Hector
learned many new things. The round cabin in the sky
was a fire tower. The rangers were always on the alert.
With windows all around the rangers could look out
over miles and miles of forest, searching for signs of
fire.

Part of each ranger’s job was to drive around checking
the campsites. They watched the campers set up their
tents and build their fires. The rangers showed them
how to build a fire with rocks to keep the flames safely
inside a circle. This contained the fire so it could not
harm the lush forest. If the flames spread, they could

destroy everything in their path.
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