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A Word from
Amelia
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This book shares my
cancer journey and what I learned from it. Even though my story may
not be the exact same as yours, I hope it will help you get a sense
of what chemotherapy is like.

Even though
chemotherapy sounds scary, you are not alone in this journey; you
have the support of all those around you. Remember that you are
strong and that everyone, including me, believes in you!
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So my dad took me to
see the doctor.
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After a few tests, my
doctors told me that I had cancer. This is when the cells in your
body divide uncontrollably. My doctorstold me to come back the
following week to create a plan to help me get better.
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At first, I wasn’t
worried about what the doctor said. I thought it would be like I
had a cold—I’d be better in a week and back to my normal self.
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Because I thought I
would be better soon, I decided not to tell anyone about what
happened. I was scared that people would ask me scary questions
like …

“Is it
contagious?”

“How long will you be
sick?”

Or maybe they wouldn’t
say anything at all.
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When I walked into the
clinic the next week for that appointment, I saw kids in the
infusion room—a space where kids get cancer medicine called
chemotherapy. They all looked scared, yet the room still had a
welcoming and positive energy. The doctors told me my best course
of action was to get chemotherapy, which meant that soon, I’d be
one of those kids in the infusion room. I wasn’t excited about
that.
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The doctors also
recommended that I get a biopsy, which is when doctors take a small
piece of tissue from the part of the body where the cancer is
located. This sample allowed doctors to figure out what kind of
cancer I had. This was the moment I realized it was probably going
to take a long time for me to get better. I was terrified.


I was super nervous
the morning of my biopsy.

Would it hurt?

Would I be awake
during the procedure?
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When I'was 11 years old, my favorite thing
to do was draw. I loved drawing everything around
me and filling my pictures with color.

Until one day, my arm started to hurt when I worked on
an art piece. I thought it was just because I overworked
it, but the pain didn’t go away. Soon, a bump formed

N

underneath my skin.
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To my parents, and the staff and
patients at the Jimmy Fund Clinie.
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% How didyou feel?

Were you scared? Confused?
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