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Denmark

The total number of Danish immigrants (360,000 from 1820 to 1975) has been relatively small compared to that of other Scandinavian countries (1.3 million Swedes and 855,000 Norwegians in the same time period), but they have scattered widely, assimilated quickly and always been welcome.

History

The first Danish immigrants joined the Dutch in New Amsterdam in the late 1600s. In 1629, Jonas Bronck arrived and purchased a large tract of land, which later became known as the Bronx. Still, by 1675, only about one hundred Danes had immigrated.

In 1735, a colony of Danish converts to the Moravian religion established themselves in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. A hundred years later, Baptist converts in Denmark immigrated to the U.S. to escape religious persecution at the hands of the Lutheran state church.

In the 1850s, Mormon missionaries were more successful at acquiring converts in Denmark than any other country except England. Many of them (3,700 total) immigrated to the Midwest and Utah, more to be with their fellow Mormons than because of excessive persecution in their homeland. Between 1860 and 1930, Danes were the second largest ethnic group in Utah, after the British.

In general, conditions were better in Denmark than in the rest of Scandinavia in several areas. A liberal constitution adopted in 1849 allowed freedom of religion and widespread suffrage, so there was less impetus to search for greater freedom by emigrating. Industrial development in Copenhagen occurred faster than in Sweden, which allowed more displaced agricultural workers to find jobs. Practical governmental land policy prevented farms from being subdivided below subsistence level.

Thus, the push toward emigration lagged behind that of other nearby countries, including Germany. However, in the 1860s, a series of disasters hit Denmark, including the loss of one-fourth of its territory to Prussia and Austria in 1864. A conservative government, which assumed power in 1868, repealed some of the earlier reforms, and population growth outstripped Denmark’s capacity to absorb new workers.

Unemployment, a rising crime rate, and, in the southern area that had been lost to Germany, repression and forced military service caused Danes to look to America in hope of a better life. Between 1850 and 1900, the total number of Danish immigrants to the U.S. was 245,000, one-tenth of Denmark’s population in 1900.

Danes settled in the Midwest, especially Iowa. In 1910, more than 10 percent of the Danes in America lived in Iowa, though they made up only 2 percent of that state’s population. Immigrants from Denmark also settled in California, which has had the largest Danish population since 1920, although the Danes have been in every American state and territory since1870.

In 1917, Denmark sold the Virgin Islands to the U.S., and ten years later, the 3,200 Danes who lived there became U.S. citizens along with the other islanders. Immigration from Denmark has continued at a rate of about 500 per year since 1970, averaged 1,000 annually in the 1950s and 1960s, and was much lower during the Depression and War years.

Naming Traditions

The most popular baby names in Denmark have a decidedly Danish flavor and are very similar to the most popular names in Norway. Double names such as Anne-mette and Metta-lise are very popular for girls in Denmark now. Comparison of the Swedish, Norwegian and Danish names shows the similarity of languages. In fact, they are all offshoots of the root Germanic language, other branches of which are the German, English and Dutch-Flemish languages.

Pronunciation

a = “ah” as in ball

å = “ah” as in ball

e = “eh” as in late, “e” as in bet at the end of a word, and sometimes “ee” as in keep

i = “ee” as in keep

o = “oh” as in hope, and sometimes “er” as in work (rough approximation)

u = “oo” as in moon

j = “y” as in yes

Danish Female Names

Åase (Norse) tree-covered mountain

Abellona (Gr) manly

Ailsa form of Elisabet (H) consecrated to God

Anne (AHN-e) (H) grace; Anna*

Anne-lise combination of Anne and Elizabet (H) consecrated to God

Anne-mette combination of Anne and Mette

Arvada eagle

Asta (Gr) a star

Astrid (ONorse) divine strength

Bente (L) blessed

Bette (BEHT-e) (H) consecrated to God

Bitten unknown meaning

Britta (Celt) strength; Birgit

Clady (KLAH-dee) (L) lame

Dagmar glory of the Danes

Dagny (ONorse) Dane’s joy

Dana from Denmark

Dania (H) God is my judge

Dorothea (L) gift from God

Ebba (OGer) strong

Elisabet (H) consecrated to God

Ellen (Gr) light

Elna (Gr) light

Else (EHL-seh) (H) consecrated to God; Elsa

Gerda (GEHR-dah) (Ger) protection

Grette (Gr) a pearl

Gudrun divine wisdom

Hanne (HAHN-uh) (H) gracious

Helga (Russian) holy

Helsa diminutive of Elizabet (H) consecrated to God

Inga-lise combination of Inga and Elizabet (H) consecrated to God

Ingeborg (ONorse) Ing’s protection (god of fertility)

Inger (Teut) hero’s daughter; Inga

Iola (Welsh) lord value

Jensine (YEHN-seen) (H) God is gracious

Jette (YUH-tuh) (L) coal black

Johanna (yo-HAHN-ah) (H) gracious

Kaia-lise combination of Kaia (Gr) earth and Elizabet (H) consecrated to God

Kamma perhaps from Kamilla (L) ceremonial attendant

Karan (Gr) pure

Kasen (Gr) pure

Kathrine (Gr) pure

Kirsten (KEER-sten) (Gr) Christian

Krista (Gr) Christian

Kristina (Gr) Christian

Laila (LAH-ee-la) (H) night

Leta (L) gladness

Lillian (H) lily

Lisbet (LEES-bet) diminutive of Elisabet

Lise (LEE-suh) diminutive of Elisabet

Magda (H) woman of Magdala

Margarethe (Gr) a pearl

Marianne (mahr-YAHN-e) (H) form of Mary; rebellious

Meta diminutive of Margarethe

Metta-lise combination of Metta and Elizabet (H) consecrated to God

Mette (Gr) a pearl; Meyta

Nadia (Slavic) hope

Ovia (L) egg

Ragnild (RAHNG-ild) (ONorse) warrior goddess

Rigmor (REE-mor) name of a Danish queen

Saffi (Gr) wisdom

Sena (L) blessed

Sigrid (ONorse) victorious counselor

Sorine perhaps from Thor (ONorse) thunder god

Stinne nickname for Kristina

Vibeke (Low German) little woman

Danish Male Names

Äage (AHG-e) (Norse) ancestors

Aksel (H) father of peace

Anker (Gr) manly

Anton (L) inestimable

Aren (AH-rehn) eagle, rule

Argus watchful or vigilant; Gus

Arlan (Celt) pledge

Arne (OGer) eagle

Axel (H) father of peace

Bardo (Aramaic) ploughman

Bent (L) blessed

Berde glacier

Bjarne (BYUHRN) (ONorse) bear

Bjorn (BYORN) (ONorse) bear

Bo commanding Bodil commanding

Brede (BREH-deh) glacier

Christian (Gr) Christian

Clemens (L) gentle or kind

Cort (Teut) bold speech

Dan (H) God is my judge

Dane (DAHN-e) from Denmark

Egon (EE-gon) (Teut) formidable

Erhardt (OGer) honor

Erik (EE-rik) (ONorse) ever powerful

Finn from Finland or (Norse) he who finds

Flemming (OE) Dutchman, from Flanders(county of Belgium, France and Netherlands)

Georg (Gr) farmer; Joren

Gerard (OE) spear hard

Gerold (Teut) mighty with the spear

Gert (GEHRT) (Teut) fighter

Gregos (Gr) vigilant

Gustaof (Teut) staff of the gods

Hans (H) God’s gracious gift

Harald (HAHR-ald) (ONorse) war chief

Helge (Russian) holy

Hendrik (Teut) ruler of an estate; Henrik

Henerik (Teut) ruler of an estate

Henning (Teut) ruler of an estate

Hjalmar (HYAHL-mar) old Danish name; unknown meaning

Homerus (Gr) pledge

Ian (EE-an) (Scottish, H) God’s gracious gift

Ib (Phoenician) oath of Baal

Ivar (Teut) archer

Jakob (YAH-kob) (H) the supplanter

Jan (YARN) (H) God’s gracious gift; Johan, Hans, Hanschen

Jens (YEHNS) (H) God’s gracious gift; Jen

Jeremias (yehr-uh-MEE-as) (H) God will uplift

Joen perhaps form of John

John (pronounced as in English) (H) God’s gracious gift

Jorgen (YOR-gehn) (Gr) farmer

Jorn (YORN) (Gr) farmer

Kaj (KAH-ee) (Gr) earth; Kai

Karel (OFr) full grown, manly

Karl (OFr) full grown, manly

Kim (OE) made popular by an English book; ruler or chief

Klaus (Gr) from Nicolaus, victory of the people; Glaus

Knud (KNOOD) (Norse) knot, kind

Lars (L) laurel

Leonhard (Teut) bold lion

Lief (LIFE) (Norse) descendent

Lorens (L) crowned with laurel

Loritz (L) laurel; Lauritz

Marius (L) warlike

Martinus (L) warlike

Matthews (H) gift of God; Mads

Mette (Gr) a pearl; Almeta

Michael (MEE-chehl) (H) who is like God; Mikael

Mikkel (MEE-kel) (H) who is like God

Mogens perhaps from “power” (Dutch)

Nicolaus (Gr) victory of the people;Nikolai, Kolinka

Niels (Celt) champion; Niel

Niles son of Neil; Nils

Nils (Celt) champion

Olivier (L) olive tree

Peter (Gr) stone; Peder

Poul (L) little

Preben (Gr) stone

Rasmus (RAHS-moos) (Gr) amiable

Sakeri (H) remembered by the Lord

Samson (H) the sun’s man

Soren perhaps from Thor (ONorse), thunder god

Steen (Teut) stone

Svend (Norse) young man

Tage (TAHG-e) (Teut) day

Thor (ONorse) thunder god

Torquil (Teut) Thor’s caldron

Vilhelm (Teut) resolute protector

Finland

History

Legend has it that Finns were the first to build log cabins in the New World (settling here as early as the 1630s and 1640s in Delaware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey). However, large-scale immigration to the U.S. didn’t begin until the 1860s, reaching a peak between 1899 and World War I. U.S. immigration figures were not taken separately on Finns until later, but 274,000 received passports to leave Finland to travel to the U.S. and elsewhere between 1893 and 1920.

Laborers needed to develop copper mines in the Keweenan Peninsula of northern Michigan were recruited from Finland and Norway (where Finns had settled earlier). Others seeking land settled in St. Peter and Red Wing, Minnesota.

Although small in number, the 700 to 1,000 Norwegian Finns immigrating in 1864-1885 introduced Michigan and Minnesota to the thousands from Finland who followed. Most settled in the thirteen northern states from the Northeast to the Pacific Coast, taking jobs in copper mines, steel and textile mills, granite quarries and construction projects. Many were farmers, and often the women were the real farm operators since the men would hold part-time jobs as well as do farming.

Women were most commonly employed as domestic servants. Finnish immigrants tended not to intermarry with other groups even though in 1900 there were 182 Finnish men for every 100 Finnish women.

Language

Although Finland is considered a Scandinavian country, its language is of the Uralic and Altaic language families, in which Hungarian, Turkish, Mongol, Manchu, and most of the languages spoken in the Asian part of Russia are included. All consonants and vowels are pronounced very distinctly in Finnish.

Finnish Female Names

Annikki (AHN-nee-kee) (H) bitter

Ansa (L) constant

Dorotea (Gr) gift of God

Eeva (EH-vuh) (H) life

Elli (H) consecrated to God; Elisa, Lusa

Helli (Gr) light

Inkeri (Teut) hero’s daughter; Ingria

Janne (YAH-nuh) (H) God’s gracious gift

Kalwa heroic

Katri (Gr) pure; Kaisa, Katrina

Kerttu (Teut) an old name; fighter

Kristina (Gr) Christian

Kyllikki (KOO-leek-kee) character from Finnish national epic, strong woman

Laina (Gr) light

Lilja (LEEL-yah) (H) lily

Maija (MIGH-yah) (H) bitter; Maiju, Maikki, Maijii

Marjatta (mahr-YAH-tah) (Gr) a pearl

Mielikki pleasing

Mirja (MEER-yah) (H) bitter

Rikka (REEK-ah) (Teut) peaceful ruler; Fredericka

Ruta (H) not common; beauty, friend

Ruusu (L) rose

FINNISH MALE NAMES

Antti (Gr) manly

Eikki (ONorse) ever powerful

Jani(YAH-nee)(H)God’s gracious gift;Johan,Jussi,Jukka,Juha

Joosef (YOO-sef) (H) God will add; Jooseppi

Kaarlo (OFr) strong and manly; Kalle, Kaarle

Kalevi a hero

Lasse (Gr) victory of the people

Mikko (H) who is like God

Paaveli (L) little Paavo

Pekka (Gr) stone

Rikard (OGer) powerful ruler

Risto (Gr) Christ bearer

Taaveti (H) beloved; Taavi

Taneli (H) God is my judge

Tapani (Gr) crowned with laurels; Teppo

Tuomas (H) twin

Viljo (Teut) resolute protector; Vilho

Yrjo (EURR-yuh) (Gr) farmer; Jorma

Norway

History

Small Norwegian immigrant colonies began near Rochester, New York, in 1825, the Fox River in Illinois in 1834, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1839. Glowing reports about life in America began to entice a rising tide of immigrants starting in 1843. There were never less than 1,000 immigrants per year after the mid-nineteenth century until the 1930s.

Large-scale immigration to the U.S. from Norway began in earnest in the late 1860s, for several reasons. The social system of Norway kept the land in the same families for centuries, and those who were not landed had little hope of becoming so.

For the first time in centuries, Norway was not at war, and the young men were staying home and beginning to raise families. With improved living conditions, the population began to increase significantly above levels that could be supported by Norway’s agricultural system. Only about 4 percent of the land is tillable, the rest being either mountain, dense woodland, bog or ice field.

Norwegians began to immigrate in record numbers in the 1860s (total of 98,000). The pace slowed slightly in the 1870s and 1890s, but in the 1880s (peak decade for all northern European immigration
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