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		PREFACE
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		Ten years ago I started work on “The Peopling of British North America,” which I conceived of as a large-scale narrative from the beginning of European colonization to the advent of the industrial revolution. The time was ripe, I thought, for such a synthetic work. The many excellent community studies written over the previous two decades needed to be brought together into a connected account; demographic history had transformed social history and elevated it to a new plane of sophistication; historical geographers had raised a host of new questions about people’s relations with their environment; and a rescaling of perspective had made it possible to think of the whole Atlantic world, especially in terms of population movements, as a single historical unit. As a result of these developments the traditional subject of “immigration history” was becoming a new subject, with a new kind of explanatory power.

		At the start of the project, which I still hope to complete, I began a number of small exploratory studies, probes of certain topics of particular interest, ranging through the two hundred years and concentrated on various places in the north European and North American world: London, Vermont, southwestern Germany, western Maryland, the Scottish Highlands, Boston, Yorkshire, the east Florida coast, the Mississippi delta. Various sets of documents were tested for density and for the possibility of extensive use. One such probe was of a remarkable listing of every person officially known to have left Britain for America from December 1773 to March 1776, including a range of personal information about the individuals named. This voluminous document, a virtual emigration register, in the Public Record Office, London—no original discovery of mine but never analyzed systematically—seemed to me to be extraordinarily useful, and with the assistance of Barbara DeWolfe I began to study it with great care. As we proceeded I realized that despite its omissions and other weaknesses this register of emigrants was so complete, the range of ancillary sources that could be associated with it so vast, and the geographical scope involved so huge that a kind of cross-sectional analysis of the peopling process, or a significant part of it at least, seemed to be emerging. The work became engrossing. The listing was computerized, and a great array of tabulations and cross-tabulations came to hand. Files of ships and of passengers, name by name, were created. Places of origin and the circumstances of individual migration and resettlement were identified. The information mounted up into a huge source collection, concentrated on named individuals. My interest in these people grew greater. I wanted to trace every one of them, find out everything about them, probe their origins, the great transition in their lives, and their ultimate destinies. Much, of course, could never be recovered, but from the gathering sources—newspapers, genealogical data, state papers, local histories, town records, and personal manuscript collections on both sides of the Atlantic—a remarkable amount of information could be found. At first a few, then dozens, finally several hundred of these long-forgotten, ordinary people came into focus, and I began to see that from this mass of documentation, all keyed to the emigration listing of 1773–1776, I could present aspects of an entire world in motion—catch on the wing, as it were, one phase of the overall peopling process I had set out to describe, and thereby provide a base line for the story as a whole.

		But how could this great mass of information be organized and presented? What mode of historical writing would be appropriate? Not one form, one method, I decided, but several. Part I sets the background; the mode is descriptive exposition. In it I have attempted to explain, in a degree of detail I did not expect to be able to discover when I started the work, how the emigration Register came into being, and its strengths and weaknesses as a source for the story I wanted to tell.

		Part II is in a different mode. It is a quantitative analysis, a computer study, of the data contained in the Register; for the dimensions and structure of the migration cannot be inferred impressionistically from literary sources, or deduced by logic, or understood by analogy. The magnitude of the emigrants’ recruitment from within the various regions of Britain, their geographical origins, their routes of migration, sex, ages, social and occupational characteristics, family groupings, legal status, stated purposes in emigrating, and specific destinations—all of this can be brought to the surface of history only in the form of numbers; quantities alone convey the necessary sense of dimension. Without these quantitative measures one can only envision the peopling process as vague, impressionistic blurs and blotches, with occasional streaks of vivid color that happen, by some accident of documentation, randomly to penetrate the haze. But beyond these measures, the quantitative study reveals something I had no way of suspecting at the start and that could only have been discovered in the numbers. Cycles of analysis of the computerized data made clear that this was not a singular emigration and resettlement process, but a dual migration. Two processes, quite different from each other, were in motion simultaneously. And that discovery is the key to everything that follows.

		To convey those two quite different phenomena, two distinctive modes of expression seemed appropriate. Part III is a structural analysis: its four chapters are organized into functionally related topics that analyze and explain the sources, recruitment, and distribution of a labor force from central and southern England, one of the two migrations under way. But the six chapters of Parts IV and V are different. They are narrative accounts—micro-narratives—of selected strands of the second migration, the transfer of families from northern Britain to an immense spread of settlements ranging from the coastal extremities of North America (Part IV) to an inland arc reaching deep into the unsettled backcountry (Part V). In these chapters the fortunes of selected individuals and families are narrated, traced from their origins to their final destinations. Successive accounts of individual lives and the fortunes of specific families illustrate the range of experiences, the frustrations and successes, and the ways in which newcomers blended into the nascent North American communities. Individuality, concreteness, detail—the stories themselves—are what matter here; the meaning is contained in the narration. These separate small-scale histories form trace lines—a rubbing, as it were, over the incised reality of that distant world—which together constitute a sketch of this aspect of the peopling process.

		In all of these ways—through descriptive exposition, quantification, structural analysis, and career-line narration—I have tried to present this passage in the peopling of British North America.

		In bringing this first volume of the peopling study to completion I am finally in a position to thank the people who have assisted me along the way. Elsewhere in the book I have expressed my thanks to many of them. But a few individuals have been critically important to the whole project, and I would like to state that here. Elizabeth McCormack saw possibilities in this project from the start; she encouraged me to take the work on, and assisted significantly in finding resources to make it possible. Her early enthusiasm led the way to grants from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund and the National Endowment for the Humanities, for which, and for the continuing interest of William Dietel, I am profoundly grateful. Nothing could have been done without this support.

		Barbara DeWolfe has worked with me from the start, first as a research assistant, then as a virtual collaborator. Her research in archives on both sides of the Atlantic has been diligent, imaginative, and profitable beyond any expectation. And in addition she has handled the computer project, supervised the newspaper research, written innumerable reports on separate topics, kept the voluminous documentation in orderly files (in duplicate, at times in triplicate, in case I mislaid anything), and drew my attention to materials, connections, and details that otherwise would have escaped me. I could not have written so full an account of this passage in Anglo-American history without her. And Jane Garrett, an old friend and former collaborator, in her capacity as editor at Knopf, has been a steady supporter of the project. She encouraged me to work the story out as far as the documents allowed; in this and in other ways she manifested the great good will of an excellent publisher, as did Betty Anderson and Melvin Rosenthal, who endured much and were endlessly helpful and skillful. And then there are those faithful, patient, and tireless critics, Lotte Bailyn and John Clive. As on other occasions they have gone with me through all the stages of the work and read the manuscript, section by section, with great care. I am immensely grateful to them for their criticism, their constant prodding, and their generous expectations.

		B.B.
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			Background:
The Magnet
of the West

		

	
		INTRODUCTION
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		IF, AS SEEMED likely in 1771 and 1772, the struggle between Britain and her American colonies had been peacefully resolved and people had been free to concentrate on other major issues of the day, history would have recorded more clearly than it has the importance of a remarkable development of the 1760s and 1770s that was temporarily cut off by the Revolution. This development of the pre-Revolutionary years was an extraordinary flood of immigration to British mainland North America, and, closely associated with that, a sudden and immense spread of settlement in the backcountry of the coastal colonies and in the trans-Appalachian west. Both the remarkable immigration and the spread of settlement were intensifications of developments that had been in motion before the last of the Anglo-French wars in America, the French and Indian War of 1754–1760, which was the overseas extension of the Seven Years War in Europe. But the magnitudes were so much greater after the war than they had been before, the scale and range of migration and settlement so greatly enlarged, that the essential character of the peopling process seems to have been transformed, and with it some basic elements in American life. For the whole of colonial society had been a product of migration and settlement, renewed and expanded generation after generation, and the sudden intensification of this fundamental process after 1760 affected the entire fabric of American life.

		Precisely how it did, what specific effects this swift dilation of the basis of American life had during these years of political turmoil, is difficult to determine. But much can be visualized and depicted: background scenes, of the crowded streets of London—Cheapside, Houndsditch, Spitalfields—from which came a mass of indentured servants; groups of Yorkshire country people walking away from the “over-rented” farms they had lived in, carrying their possessions in carts and bundles across the fields and along the roadways to north-country exit ports; unemployed or embattled Scots fleeing the semi-industrial West Lowlands to join friends and kin in the backcountry of New York and North Carolina; and thousands of disoriented and discontented Scottish Highlanders and offshore islanders, some destitute, some simply adventurous, most threatened with future impoverishment or diminishment, trooping in family groups not only to Greenock, the exit port of Glasgow, but also to local fishing villages where passage to America might occasionally be found—remote maritime corners of northern Britain like Stornoway on the northernmost island of the Outer Hebrides; Thurso, on the northeastern coast of the Scottish mainland; and Lerwick, in the remote Shetland Islands, at the latitude of southern Greenland.

		To recapture any of these scenes of a distant reality requires an act of historical imagination. But the counterpart scenes of arrival, relocation, and settlement in the very different world of colonial North America are even more difficult to depict. For though eighteenth-century America’s political ideals are familiar to us, as are its material ambitions and expansionist drive, its social life was that of a far different era, scarcely recognizable as the antecedent of the modern world. It is not simply that eighteenth-century America was a pre-industrial and a pre-urban world (the greatest metropolis in British North America numbered only 30,000 to 40,000 souls, and townsmen commonly worked at agricultural pursuits). It was also pre-romantic and pre-humanitarian, little concerned with the problems of social justice or with alleviating human suffering. While Americans of the Revolutionary generation struggled for freedom and equality in public life, they remained remarkably insensitive to the human consequences of deprivation. In such a world—where the blatant humiliation of inferiors by social superiors was a matter of common experience and where degrading physical punishment for civil and criminal offences was routine—the utter debasement of chattel slavery needed little justification, and lesser forms of servitude were regarded as normal.

		None of this was unique to America. These were common characteristics of the ancien régime, pre-modern in its social concerns and conditions. But while America shared these characteristics of eighteenth-century society, its way of life was unique. The colonists lived in exceptional circumstances and shared a peculiar outlook. Unlike the inhabitants of the British Isles, they were not located at the center of their culture looking outward toward exotic margins. Their experience was the opposite. They lived on the far periphery looking inward toward a distant and superior metropolitan core from which standards and the sanctioned forms of organized life emanated. They lived in the outback, on the far marchlands, where constraints were loosened and where one had to struggle to maintain the forms of civilized existence. This borderland world was a strange mixture, inhabited as it was not only by cultivated gentlepeople and orderly farming villagers indistinguishable from their counterparts “at home,” but also by frontiersmen living primitive lives alone in forest clearings; by scatterings of non-British peoples who clung to alien ways; by fierce sectarians, whose bizarre cults mushroomed and died in the unconstrained atmosphere; by an ever-replenished population of convicts whose lives had been spared at the price of banishment from the civilized world; and by half a million enslaved blacks, a fifth of the total population, reduced to the condition of work animals and driven by relays of professional taskmasters. Civil and incivil, cultivated and half-wild, sophisticated and deeply provincial, it was a society of jarring contrasts. And it was a world at constant risk, its gentility preyed upon not only by natives culturally disoriented and dispossessed of their land, but by marauding “crackers” and other “banditti”—creoles gone savage—no better, it was said, than bloodthirsty aborigines.

		That this strange world should have attracted thousands of ordinary Britons year after year—people not driven out by plague or famine or war or persecution, people engaged in all the pursuits of a long-familiar way of life—is not something that explains itself. One must search for the reasons. One must discover the attracting forces as well as the propelling. One must probe discontents and ambitions, perceptions and understandings, shifts in circumstance and the opening of new opportunities. One must reconstruct something of the network of communication that spanned the ocean and made contact possible between peoples three thousand miles apart. And one must identify the events that characteristically triggered the movements of these people: the delivery of letters from relatives overseas, the placing of orders for workmen, the issuance of new rental terms, the opening of new lands overseas, the forming of emigration associations, the scheduling of ship departures, the rendering of court judgments.

		In the end, the full reality of this segment of the past, like that of every other, will elude us; but like a circling satellite we will have come close enough to this distant world to discern some, at least, of its detailed features and to understand some of its human meaning.

	
		1
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		An Expanded World, 1760–1776

		IN THE years after the cessation of war in North America in 1760, the colonies experienced an extraordinary burst of expansion. By 1775 British North America, for all its remoteness, simplicity, and exotic strangeness, had become a place of interest for Britain, and to a lesser extent for Western Europe generally—talked about, written about, and visited with curiosity, and not merely because of the fame of the growing rebellion. The British North American colonies, still viewed as primitive outlands at the edge of civilization, were now immense in extent, and they were known to be potential gold mines in “futures”: futures in land values, in consumer markets, and in supplies of colonial goods. Most important of all, they had acquired a powerfully intensified social role as a magnet and a refuge for the threatened, the discontented, the impoverished, and the ambitious of the western world.

		The attractiveness of North America as a refuge and an opportunity was, of course, no new thing. From the beginning of British settlement, North America had been conceived of in those terms by people desperate enough and enterprising enough to consider overseas migration, and the attractiveness had increased in the eighteenth century as the colonies had grown and prospered. But after 1760 the increase in immigration became so great that it constituted a social force in itself, a force that added strain to the established relationship between the colonies and Britain. Even if there had been no political struggle between Britain and America, the relationship between them would have been altered by this growth of America as a powerful magnet and by the greatly increased flow of emigration. For the extraordinary territorial and demographic expansion of the mainland colonies after 1760 presented problems to the British rulers of North America that could not be solved within the limits of the ideas of the time and of the government’s administrative capacity, and yet which, unsolved, led to increasingly troubling consequences.

		While the world’s attention was drawn to the question of the political and constitutional relations between Britain and America, these other problems were developing quickly and dangerously. First was the question of controlling settlement in the great new western land acquisitions. And closely interwoven with that question was the dilemma created by the enlarged emigration to the colonies—its consequences, if unregulated, in both Britain and America, and the apparent impossibility of regulating it.

		Conquest and Expansion

		The expansion of settlement that took place in North America after 1760 is a dramatic story that can be seen as a whole only from a very high vantage point. It began with the movement to the frontiers of isolated family and community groups moving here and there along a thousand-mile perimeter in search of new locations—a few hundred isolated clusters of people, at first, pulling loaded carts and sledges and driving wagons along Indian paths across the foothills and through the gaps in the first mountain barriers to the west, poling rafts loaded with farm equipment, animals, and household goods, and paddling canoes into the interior. Soon these movements of separate groups, which at first left no visible mark on the settlement maps of British North America, began to multiply, flowed together to form substantial human streams, and ended as a flood of migrants pouring west, north, and south outward from well-settled areas to form new centers of community life. The accelerating momentum of this postwar migration into the interior of America, its geographical range and ultimate numbers, astonished contemporaries, and they remain astonishing to anyone who sees this phase of frontier expansion in its proper historical context.

		Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur, the Franco-American traveler, settler, and writer, gathering in the mid-1770s the experiences that would be distilled into his Letters from an American Farmer, personally joined the emigrants from Connecticut moving into the disputed Wyoming district of Pennsylvania. He was amazed at what he found: “the prodigious number of houses rearing up, fields cultivating, that great extent of industry open’d to a bold indefatigable enterprising people.” It was the boldness of these migrants, the risks they were willing to take, their enterprise and gambling instinct, that most astonished him. He scarcely knew what to make of “the undiffidence with which these new settlers scatter themselves here and there in the bosom of such an extensive country without even a previous path to direct their steps and without being in any number sufficient either to protect or assist one another.” So remarkable was this endless scattering of people that he despaired of properly describing even the one small part of it he personally experienced. All he could say was that he had seen, on his trips of 1774 and 1776, an extraordinary diaspora of various “sects and nations” on the western periphery. “Every spring,” he recalled, “the roads were full of families travelling towards this new land of Canaan”; they came together as “a strange heterogeneous reunion of people … without law or government, without any kind of social bond to unite them all.”1
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		What Crèvecoeur witnessed was a small portion of an immense development. In a seemingly boundless proliferation, a new population, utterly different from the original native peoples whose territory this once had been, was spreading over a vast inland arc curving irregularly west and south from Nova Scotia to Florida, far removed from the coastal ports. (Map 1.A.)

		In the north the New England borderland was flung outward in an enormous expansion of settlement along three main routes of access. (Map 1.B.) In Maine, the expansion was a bulging out westward from a long-established coastal fringe into the adjacent backcountry; in New Hampshire, in what would become Vermont, and in eastern New York land claims and population moved northward, in a V-shaped pattern reaching 150 miles north from the Massachusetts border, along the fertile upper reaches of the Connecticut and Hudson rivers. The number of towns founded annually in New England tripled, from an average of six per year before 1760 to eighteen per year after 1760—a total of 283 between 1760 and 1776, as some 20,000 migrants moved north across the border of Massachusetts, up through the broad corridor of the Connecticut River, and west from coastal New Hampshire. By 1776 all of New Hampshire save the northeast corner had been staked out and much of it at least thinly settled. The area of cultivation in Maine had doubled, and wide strips of land along both the east and west borders of Vermont—almost none of which had been settled in 1760—had been surveyed for towns and individual grants. New England’s population as a whole rose 59% between 1760 and 1780.2

		In New York the heaviest concentrations of new settlements lay near the juncture of the Hudson and Mohawk rivers. (Map 1.C.) North of the Mohawk, two clusters of wilderness clearings suddenly appeared: in the Saratoga district west of the Hudson, and around the stream known as Batten Kill east of the Hudson, scattering north to Lakes George and Champlain. But the more powerful magnet was south of the Mohawk—the great wedge of rich, well-watered land stretching more than 100 miles west from the Hudson to the Indian boundary line of 1768. Settlers swarmed into this fertile and accessible polygon of approximately 7,500 square miles (4.8 million acres) formed by the Mohawk, Schoharie, and upper Susquehanna river valleys, preceded by a legion of energetic land speculators, a few of whom, like Sir William Johnson, had lived in the area for years before the war, many of whom had been eyeing the region from afar. By 1776 the great Hudson-Mohawk wedge was a bewildering patchwork of patents, grants, and land claims of all sorts, many of which overlapped each other. And it was the scene of swiftly expanding settlements as thousands of migrants from New England, from lower New York, and from Britain located properties to rent or buy, cleared a few acres hurriedly, and threw up shelters for their first season on the land. New York’s population rose 39% between 1760 and 1770 and 29% more in the decade that followed.3
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		Some of this wave of expansion in the rich farming region of New York south of the Mohawk spilled over, through the Susquehanna River system, into northeastern Pennsylvania. But the great expansion of settlement in Pennsylvania lay not in the colony’s north, which in 1776 remained largely uninhabited, but in the mountainous Appalachian plateau in the far southwestern corner, which had been opened to settlement by the treaty line of 1768.

		In few colonies did geology so completely dictate the pattern of expansion as it did in Pennsylvania. In 1760, after eighty years of settlement, the population was still almost completely confined to the gentle rolling plains in the southeastern corner of the colony, a fertile triangle blocked off by the diagonal barrier of the deep Appalachian ridges and valleys, formed as if by “some cosmic rake” dragged the length of the mountains. Behind that severe ridge system lay the 1,500-foot-high escarpment of the Allegheny Front. Only west of that natural wall could one find the tableland of the Appalachian Plateau, itself a formidable mountain land but intersected with twisting streams and capable of development into useful upland farms.

		To this region of southwestern Pennsylvania migrants moved in large numbers in the 1760s and ’70s, despite all the difficulties of traversing the ridges and clearing the hilly upland terrain. By 1770 most of the valleys in the ridge system had been explored and in part occupied, and the southwestern rectangle formed by the upper Ohio and the Monongahela rivers had been converted to farmland. The hub of the region, Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh) at the juncture of the Ohio, the Monongahela, and the Allegheny, had become a major transfer point as migrants, bypassing even the newest Pennsylvania settlements, sought fresher land and greater opportunities in the Ohio Valley. The speed of this expansion into southwestern Pennsylvania was even more remarkable than the rocketing of settlers north along the Connecticut and Hudson rivers and into the Mohawk salient of New York. The day the land office opened at Fort Pitt in 1769, 2,700 applicants appeared; one million acres of southwestern Pennsylvania land were granted in the first four months. By 1771, 10,000 families were living on this trans-Appalachian frontier of Pennsylvania, which had been a wilderness only a decade before; farming establishments covered the land within a radius of 150 miles south of Fort Pitt. Pennsylvania’s population rose 40% between 1760 and 1776.4
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		But this expansion into the southwestern segment of Pennsylvania, remarkable as it was, was not the most important population movement in that colony. A veritable tumult of migrants was pouring southwest out of Pennsylvania, through the Cumberland Valley and its parent valley system, the Great Valley of the Appalachians, into western Virginia, into northwestern North Carolina, and into the eastern fringes of Tennessee. The main route of access through these connected backcountry valleys was the Great Wagon Road, a still crude, rock-strewn, occasionally swampy expansion of an ancient Indian trail, which by 1770 extended 800 miles from Philadelphia to Augusta, Georgia. It passed first westward through Lancaster and York, Pennsylvania, then turned south through western Maryland, the Shenandoah Valley and southern Virginia, then through central North Carolina and upcountry South Carolina, to reach its terminus just across the Savannah River in inland Georgia. Through this corridor passed thousands of heavily loaded covered wagons, some pulled by as many as six horses or oxen; homemade “carriages” whose heavy, clumsy wheels were cross-section segments of tree trunks; and, above all, trains of packhorses accompanied by family members on foot and by farm animals roped together or kept in small groups by snapping dogs or flicking whips. This migrant traffic, moving slowly south across the deeply rutted, tree-strewn, rocky road, was met, in the summer and early fall, by herds of livestock being driven to markets—originally markets in Philadelphia, but by the 1770s also in a number of inland villages like Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Winchester, Virginia; Salisbury, North Carolina; and Camden, South Carolina. Crude “ordinaries” (solitary houses that could provide some food and shelter), taverns, and occasionally inns (drovers’ inns, packhorse inns, wagoners’ inns) could be found in even some of the most remote stretches of the road; and long, flat-bottomed, high-sided barges, poled or pulled by ropes from either shore, served as ferries across streams that could not be forded.5

		How many thousands of migrants flocked through this heavily traveled route of expansion in the fifteen years after 1760 is not known. What is known is that by the late 1750s, even before the major migrations of the 1760s, over 2,000 settlers were passing south every year through the Shenandoah Valley—these in excess of the new arrivals who settled permanently in the valley. By 1776 the Shenandoah had a population of 35,000; and Virginia’s entire western borderland (the Great Valley together with the southwestern Piedmont) contained more than twice that many settlers. In the 1760s the population of the whole of southwestern Virginia was growing at the rate of 9% a year, hence doubling every eight years, and the expansion of settled land was equally swift.6

		But while the population of western Virginia grew continuously through this period and more and more unworked land was brought under cultivation, most of that colony had at least been explored before 1763 and thinly settled. That was not true of North Carolina. There the rush into new, altogether unsettled and little-known territory was equivalent to the opening of northern New England and New York and of southwestern Pennsylvania. (Map 1.D.) The inflow of immigrants to North Carolina seeking parcels of fresh land seemed to contemporaries to be a stampede. One observer noted that between January and October 1755, 5,000 migrants crossed the James River in southern Virginia heading for North Carolina, and that the numbers were increasing daily. In 1763 Benjamin Franklin estimated that in the previous three years 10,000 families had migrated to North Carolina from Pennsylvania alone—a guess, to be sure, but roughly substantiated by the overall population figures and by the extent of new land opened to cultivation. In 1766 an observer in Salisbury, North Carolina, which like Fort Pitt was strategically located athwart major westward routes, reported that 1,000 wagons rumbled through the town en route to the west in the autumn and winter months alone. Between 1730 and 1750 the colony’s population had doubled, from approximately 35,000 to approximately 70,000; by 1770 it more than doubled once again, reaching a figure between 175,000 and 185,000.7

		Some of the newcomers to North Carolina moved in through the Wagon Road into the backcountry; others traveled down the east coast and then swung west into the interior; still others moved north from South Carolina along the Catawba River, then overland to Salisbury. But the route most favored by immigrants from abroad, especially the Scots, was inland from the port of Wilmington in the colony’s far south, northwestward for approximately a hundred miles along the Cape Fear River to the trading and transfer center of Cross Creek (the modern Fayetteville), from which a network of lesser roads led out into a scattering of swiftly growing settlements close to the South Carolina border. As a result of these population movements the colony’s settlements expanded swiftly after 1760 in three main regions: in the far west, from Salisbury and the Wagon Road west to the Appalachian barrier; in the east, inland from the coast toward the still largely unsettled center of the colony; and in the south-central region, in an arc focused on Cross Creek, swinging south to the South Carolina border.8

		In South Carolina, too, expansion into the west drew heavily on the movements of migrants from the north down the western valley routes that fronted the Appalachian mountain chain, and from the British Isles and western Europe. But the spread of population in that colony was delayed by the Cherokee War of 1760–1761, one of the most savage and brutalizing conflicts in the entire history of Indian-white relations. This border war, the result of scattered but continuous invasions of the grasslands of the backcountry which forced the Cherokee Indians out of their traditional hunting grounds to a small corner against the mountains, left behind a ravaged land and a disoriented white population for whom murder, thievery, and brutality had become commonplace. Most of the decade of the 1760s was consumed in the vigilante efforts of the more respectable frontier settlers to bring the savagery under control and to establish effective public institutions in the west. When this regulator movement and its confused aftermath finally subsided, the broadening expansion into the South Carolina backcountry was resumed, resulting in a more complex, closer intermingling of peoples than had taken place in North Carolina.

		The middle-country townships had from the first attracted Scotch-Irish Presbyterians direct from northern Ireland, Welsh Baptists from eastern Pennsylvania, and heavy concentrations of Germans and Swiss, especially in the western region against the Georgia boundary. In addition Virginians migrated south to the same area, and South Carolinians moved west from the tidewater plantations. In time these groups mingled as their farms expanded, and they mingled too with a slave population that grew in these years until it constituted some 20% of the region’s inhabitants. Farther west, in the backcountry—where only 4 or 5% of the population were slaves and where settlement boundaries were vaguer—the distribution of new settlers was different. Almost the whole of this new inland population had migrated south down the valley route. They came, chiefly in the 1760s and early ’70s, from all of the colonies south of New York, and especially from Virginia and Pennsylvania. Most of the few “South Carolinians” to be found in that far borderland were in fact foreign Protestants on their second or third remove, still hoping to find, in the uncultivated spaces of the colony’s westernmost periphery, the prosperity and security that had eluded them in the east.9
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		Thus the expansion of European settlement in South Carolina took the form of both an increase in the density of land occupancy in an area long assumed to lie well within the colony’s boundaries, and an ill-defined, irregular infiltration into more remote western territories seized, by no formal procedure, from their original native occupants.

		Expansion in Georgia was a much more formal process, and proceeded in quite distinctly articulated stages. Three sets of immense land purchases from the Indians mark the progress of European settlement in Georgia. Before 1763, and mainly at the time of the colony’s founding thirty years earlier, over a million acres had been acquired from the Indians—a block of land that stretched back inland from the coast about 30 miles, between the Savannah and Altamaha rivers. Then in 1763 negotiations carried on by an exceptionally shrewd and determined governor, James Wright, resulted in an addition to this initial foothold that totaled 3.4 million acres. In 1766, 20,000 acres more were acquired, and then in 1773 Wright negotiated the purchase of two immense parcels totaling 2.1 million acres, which extended the colony more than 60 miles still farther north along the Savannah and filled in a 72-mile-long strip in the backcountry running north from the Altamaha. Thus the area of land open for European settlement almost quadrupled in the decade after 1763, and formed in all a belt 25 to 50 miles wide, stretching 200 miles along the Savannah River and then south 100 miles along the Atlantic coast to the Florida border. Though this territory available to white settlers in 1776 totaled some 7 million acres (close to a fifth of the territory that would eventually be included in the state of Georgia), it contained in 1773 only an estimated 33,000 inhabitants, almost half of them slaves—a density of 3 people (1.6 whites) per square mile—and hence was a prime target for new settlement.10

		Newcomers arrived steadily in the 1760s and ’70s—Georgia’s population more than tripled between 1760 and 1773—and moved to the fringes of the settlements scattered through the huge strip along the Savannah and the Atlantic coast. They were in part migrants from the northern colonies moving in from the west at the end of the Great Wagon Road; in part too they came from closer by, some of them simply by crossing the Savannah River, which formed the long border with South Carolina. But many were voyagers from abroad—Germans, Swiss, Scots, Italians, Jews, and Irishmen—joining their fellow countrymen in what had become a remarkably polyethnic and poly-linguistic community. “To function well in all parts of the colony,” a recent historian of colonial Georgia has written, “a person ideally needed what probably no one in Georgia had—fluency in English, French, German, and Gaelic. A knowledge of Spanish would also have been helpful.”

		When news of Wright’s great land purchases of 1763 and 1766 became known, the mixture of peoples in Georgia grew more complex. Besides several thousand blacks (the slave population almost quintupled in the decade and a half after 1760), a variety of other groups arrived. The largest of them was composed of 300 or so Congregationalists, children of New Englanders who had lived in South Carolina for half a century, seeking more fertile land than they had inherited. In the same years six shiploads of Scotch-Irish arrived—perhaps 800 people in all—and more than 600 Pennsylvania Quakers who had resettled in North Carolina and had grown discontented with their lot there. In addition, thousands of other new settlers arrived in these years in smaller contingents—church groups, neighborhood groups, families, and individuals—from most of the colonies in the north, from the West Indies, from the German states, and from Britain.11

		Like the settlers moving into newly opened territories everywhere along the inland periphery, the new arrivals in Georgia wanted precisely what Governor Wright advertised so shrewdly in a proclamation of 1773 announcing the latest Indian purchase open for settlement: “lands … of the most fertile quality.” Every detail of this well-publicized advertisement went straight to the hopes and desires of migrants everywhere. The ceded lands, Wright declared, “will be parcelled out in different tracts … from 100 to 1,000 acres, the better to accommodate the buyers.” The land, he said, relieved of the Crown’s quit rents for ten years, was “well watered,” close to excellent markets, well protected, within an effective system of law and order, and available to all for inspection. Moreover, the specific whereabouts of its natural resources—timber, cane brakes, sites for wells and of natural springs—had been identified and were marked on a map he had prepared for distribution. The question is not why Georgia’s population, after having more than tripled between 1760 and 1773, rose another 70% during the seven years of warfare that followed, but why it did not grow even faster.12

		The Farther Fringes

		So it was that during the decade and a half after 1760 the inland periphery of British settlements in mainland North America was pressed outward, within the boundaries of the established colonies, north, west, and south, as thousands of settlers set out to find land “of the most fertile quality.” But this massive Völkerwanderung, this surge of innumerable farming families from all over North America and from western Europe, could not be contained within the margins of the existing colonies, or even within the newly extended boundaries of permissible white settlement outside the established provinces. Settlers defied all legal constraints.

		While new villages, plantations, and farms were forming outgrowths, spillovers, of older communities, linked to them directly by an elaborating network of roads, other settlements—disconnected fragments flung out beyond the immediate boundaries—suddenly appeared. (Map 1.E.) Such was the transitory Fair Play encampment in north central Pennsylvania—a cluster of about forty frontier families which formed their own unique and independent “fair play system” of law and government, democratic to the core, that lasted until 1784, when it was engulfed by the state and disappeared into the general population. And such was the extensive Watauga settlement in eastern Tennessee and Kentucky—an illegal invasion of Indian territory, peopled quickly by several thousand squatters from western Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, who organized a crude “Association” for temporary government, and by 1776 were busy opening roads that would connect their cabins and rough farms with the older settlements east of the mountains. More remote—a hundred miles to the northwest of the Watauga Association and accessible mainly by the Ohio River and its tributaries—were the new “Kentucky Stations” in the bluegrass country. These clusters of habitation were located on land that had only been spied out in 1766 and had been opened to settlement, first by Daniel Boone and his “long-hunters,” and then by the Virginia militia, which in 1774 defeated the Indian warriors struggling to preserve their ancient hunting grounds. By 1776 several thousand of these Kentucky settlers, recruited from all over the seaboard colonies, claimed title to over half a million acres.13

		But even these deeper penetrations of the trans-Appalachian Indian territory were mere border forays next to other enterprises of these explosive years, some of which seem scarcely credible when one considers how poorly explored the deep south and trans-Appalachia were in this period, and how primitive transportation was everywhere. New communities suddenly appeared not merely at the bulging frontier line and not merely a hundred or so miles beyond all contiguous settlement, but a thousand or more miles in the interior, at the farthest margins of Britain’s half-billionacre territorial empire, which now stretched west to the Mississippi and south to the Gulf of Mexico and the Florida Keys. Silently, mysteriously, but continuously and in increasing numbers, settlers arrived in these fardistant and isolated marchlands—some sailing down the great arterial flows of the Ohio and the Mississippi rivers and along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, others seeping, as it were, through the smallest capillaries of creeks, Indian trails, and animal runs, to reach their new frontier homesteads.

		They did not do so unaided. Before them, behind them, around them wherever they went were land speculators. Speculation in the American “west”—wherever the west happened to be—was nothing new in American history, but it achieved a new scale in the 1760s and ’70s. As thousands of migrants poured into Pennsylvania, settled in clusters west and southwest of the distribution centers on the shores of the Delaware River and Chesapeake Bay, moved farther west into south-central Pennsylvania, joined the extending lines of migration in western Maryland and down into the fertile valleys of Virginia and the uncultivated lands of northern North Carolina—as all of this movement and settlement and resettlement was underway, those with access to large parcels of land or with the means of gaining access rose to exploit the situation. Wherever men gathered to talk about crops, government, and business, and wherever men of property and position met to discuss the trends of the time and the opportunities that lay ahead, plans were made, groups formed, and the first steps taken in enterprises whose numbers and scale could not have been seriously considered twenty years before.

		[image: ]

		Complex, often the product of elaborate, shadowy intrigues, and intricately interrelated, these projects of the 1760s and early 1770s, even now, after generations of assiduous scholarship, can scarcely be sorted out and clearly depicted.14 Everyone with any ambition and capacity, it seems, on both sides of the Atlantic, sought some profit from what promised to be the greatest land boom in history. Plans were drawn up, revised, expanded, abandoned; companies formed overnight, sometimes quickly disappeared, sometimes grew into syndicates; and connections between American and British groups were universal, conceived of as a requirement for ultimate success.

		Everyone, it seems, was involved. The population movement into uncultivated and legally unclaimed lands excited feverish ambitions in land speculators in every corner of the Anglo-American world—speculators as different as George Grenville and Benjamin Franklin, the Reverend John Witherspoon and the Earl of Dartmouth. Among them were most of the officials of colonial America, a large phalanx of British politicians and merchants, and planters and merchants everywhere in America, who were determined to get a substantial piece of the pie.

		So Benning Wentworth, governor of New Hampshire and provincial agent of a powerful clique of British merchants and officials, was largely responsible for opening the upper Connecticut River valley and projecting the remarkable number of towns that suddenly appeared north of Massachusetts. Somehow he brought political support in England together with the aspirations of thousands of New Englanders to form the profit-seeking proprietorships of the many new northern New England towns. “By 1765 Wentworth had granted 124 townships, and few men of means and ambition in New Hampshire had failed to increase their estates.” His success was notable. Others tried and failed—George Washington, for example, who wrote enthusiastically in 1767 about an “opening prospect in the back country for adventurers, where numbers resort to, and where an enterprising man with very little money may lay the foundation of a noble estate.” Anyone, he declared, who neglected the “present opportunity of hunting out good lands and in some measure marking and distinguishing them for his own (in order to keep others from settling them) will never regain it.” He wanted a “good deal of land”—2,000 acres on the Ohio, he told his agent at the start; then 15,000, 20,000, or 25,000 acres; finally, as much good land as he could get. And in 1774 he started making plans, which ultimately failed, to settle these lands with immigrants from the German states, Ireland, or Scotland.15

		The Surge of Immigration

		Others did the same. All of the complex movements into the newly opened far-western periphery of European civilization were interpenetrated with voyagers from abroad. In the years after 1760 transatlantic migration reached levels beyond anything seen before in British America, which is to say, beyond anything seen in the entire history of Europe’s and Africa’s connections with the Western Hemisphere.

		Comparisons are instructive. We do not know exactly how many Spaniards had migrated to Spain’s massive American domain, the largest and most populous empire the western world had seen since the fall of Rome. But the most generous estimate we have (undoubtedly inflated: it triples the traditional figure) is an annual average of something like 3,000 persons, from a total population of approximately 8 million, to reach a maximum estimated emigration during the first century and a half (1500–1650) of around 437,000. From Portugal, a reasonable guess is a maximum yearly average of only 500 departures over two centuries of colonial rule. And from France, with a domestic population of around 20 million, the total emigration to Canada from 1608 to 1760 was approximately 27,000—an average of less than 200 a year. At its height in the late seventeenth century, French emigration to all of its dependencies in the Western Hemisphere, the Caribbean islands and Canada together, did not exceed 600 a year.16

		The contrast with the migration to Britain’s American colonies is striking. During its first century of American colonization, Britain (that is, England, Scotland, and Wales—but principally England alone) sent nearly 400,000 emigrants to America (more than half of them to the Caribbean), a ratio of emigrants to domestic population almost twice that of Spain’s. By 1700 the overall population of Britons or their descendants in the Western Hemisphere was approximately 250,000, which is double the number of peninsular Spaniards and Creoles known to be in Spanish America at the end of Spain’s first century of colonization. Indeed, within a single generation—from 1630 to 1660—about 210,000 emigrants had left Britain for America, and this was only a portion of the total number of British who settled overseas in these years.17

		The extraordinarily heavy British-American migration of the early seventeenth century eased later in the century and subsided in the eighteenth century. But by then the flow of settlers from Britain was supplemented by sizable movements of people from other major sources. The founding of Pennsylvania set in motion the first substantial migrations from the German-speaking world, principally from the Rhineland and Switzerland but also from elsewhere in west-central Europe. Precisely how many came to British America from that region before 1760 we do not yet know, but there are records of close to 60,000 German entries into the port of Philadelphia alone between 1727 and 1760; an overall figure of 75,000 German-speaking arrivals in all the colonies seems reasonable. Then, in addition to the Germans and Swiss, beginning in 1717 and continuing in waves in the decades that followed, the Scotch-Irish joined the emigration to America in large numbers, adding another 100,000 to 150,000 before 1760. And more numerous than either of these flows were the enslaved blacks, whose forced emigration from Africa had begun to contribute significantly to the American population as early as the 1680s. An estimated 175,000 slaves were brought to British North America before 1760, by which time blacks constituted 40% of Virginia’s population and 60% of South Carolina’s.18

		How many migrants in all—voluntary and involuntary—had reached the shores of mainland British North America (the thirteen colonies and Nova Scotia) from the beginning of British settlement to 1760 can only be roughly estimated: a total of at least 700,000 seems reasonable. In the context of the time this overall figure, and the yearly average of about 4,500 it implies, are remarkable. But these migration figures to mainland British North America before 1760—far greater than those to any other area of European colonization—pale next to the figures for the decade and a half that followed.

		People flooded into North America between 1760 and 1775, first of all from the British Isles. Between the end of warfare and the disruption of the empire in 1775, over 55,000 Protestant Irish emigrated to America; approximately 40,000 Scots, and over 30,000 Englishmen—a total of at least 125,000 from the British Isles alone. The magnitudes of these figures become clear when they are seen in their local contexts: 40,000 Scots represent 3% of the entire population of Scotland in 1760; 55,000 Irish represent 2.3% of the Irish population. But the British and Irish contributions together constituted only half of the whole number of immigrants. In the same years at least 12,000 German-speaking immigrants entered the port of Philadelphia, and 84,500 enslaved Africans were imported, principally to the southern colonies. The grand total, therefore, is approximately 221,500 arrivals in this fifteen-year period: a conservative figure, but it is equivalent to almost 10% of the entire estimated population of British North America in 1775. An average of about 15,000 people were arriving annually, which is triple the average of the years before 1760 and close to the total estimated population of the town of Boston in this period.19

		But impressive as these magnitudes are, they do not in themselves express the importance of overseas migration in this period. Immigration was not simply an incremental element in the population growth of the time; it did not simply add a general impetus to the expansion of Anglo-American society. It had a direct and peculiar impact on the leading edge of expansion, the frontier. It is, in fact, as much transatlantic migration as domestic population movements that accounts for the speed and extent of frontier expansion—and it accounts too for much of the social character of the new frontier world.

		For unlike the immigration of the nineteenth century, pre-industrial immigration was not, in its main impact, an urban phenomenon. It was not a process by which Old World peasants were suddenly and traumatically translated to tumultuous urban environments. The typical pattern was that of artisans and laborers from European villages, towns, and cities settling on the land in America rather than of peasants suddenly thrust into strange urban worlds.

		Wherever one looks in the arc of the expanding frontier, one finds immigrants at the edge of settlement. As thousands of land-hungry native farmers from southern New England moved one hundred or two hundred miles north into the new grants in the upper Connecticut River valley, they were joined by farmers and artisans from Scotland, who arrived, not after a generation’s stay in the coastal region of America, but directly and immediately, in their first remove from the land of their origins. So too in the far-northern frontier of New York—a largely uninhabited wilderness of 5,000 square miles, organized only in 1772 as Charlotte County—recent arrivals from Scotland were the first pioneers. By 1775 Scots seemed to be everywhere along the expanding frontier—in northern New York and in North Carolina particularly. By 1774, when the famous Flora MacDonald, who had protected Bonnie Prince Charlie on the Isle of Skye in his flight during the Jacobite rebellion of ’45, arrived there with the flood tide of emigrants from the Highlands and the western Scottish islands, there were an estimated 10,000 first- or second-generation Scots living in the sandy pineland frontier of Cumberland County, west of Campbellton at the head of navigation.20

		What was true of the Scots was true of the other immigrant groups, except the Africans. As many Irish Protestants as Scots moved through the American ports of entry and found their way quickly to newly opened borderlands. The swift opening of the southwestern Pennsylvania frontier after 1768 was largely the work of the Irish—not only Scotch-Irish migrants from earlier residences in the coastal settlements but native Ulstermen as well, who flocked to the frontier in particularly large numbers in the years 1771–1773. By the end of the Revolution they had created a distinctive Scotch-Irish-American culture in that region—and not only there. They were also on the Georgia and South Carolina frontiers in large numbers, and in West Florida, in its earliest years as a British colony. Large groups of Ulstermen can be found throughout the western range of North Carolina, in northern New York, and in the Kentucky settlements south of the Ohio. Traces of the Irish are everywhere on the frontiers: towns and counties called Londonderry, Armagh, Derry, and Donegal can be found throughout the backcountry areas that were opened in the decade before the Revolution. A map of their main settlements is almost a map of the pre-Revolutionary frontier.

		The thousands of Germans and Swiss who migrated to British America in these years were less prone to settle on the farthest frontiers, but neither did they congregate permanently in or close around the main ports of entry. They moved quickly to join their countrymen dispersed through the countryside, traveling south through the valley routes, to scatter in settlements in western Pennsylvania, in the valleys of Virginia, and in inland North and South Carolina. The English emigrants of this period are more difficult to trace as a distinct group, but their distribution pattern was also widespread; many of them, individually and in groups, moved directly to the American frontier. They too added force to the remarkable expansion of settlement in the pre-Revolutionary years. And they compounded, at the same time, the difficulties confronting officials in Britain responsible for colonial policy, as well as the perplexities of landlords whose tenants many of these voyagers had been.21

		For all of this movement—within North America and from Europe to America—involved major problems of public policy, problems that few of Britain’s governing aristocracy could grasp let alone solve, and that led with tragic inevitability toward conflicts that threatened to tear the government apart.

		
			1H. L. Bourdin and S. T. Williams, eds., “Crèvecoeur on the Susquehanna, 1774–1776,” Yale Review, 14 (1925), 569, 575–576; John B. Deans, “The Migration of the Connecticut Yankees to the West Branch of the Susquehanna River,” Northumberland County Historical Society, Proceedings and Addresses, 20 (1954), 34–55.

			2Jack M. Sosin, The Revolutionary Frontier, 17763–1783) (Albuquerque, N.M., 1967), pp. 45–49. Averages of the numbers of New England town foundings are worked out in
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