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May and October - for those that do not know - are months dedicated to the worship and veneration of Mary in the Catholic church’s calendar. Jesus, the Holy Ghost, or God the Father are not afforded such in any month of the year. Therefore, I thought it would be of great importance as a former Catholic turned Bible believer to examine Rome’s “first lady” in light of what the Holy Scripture says about this. My heartfelt desire is to debrief Catholics and present to them the truth about what the Bible actually tells us about the Virgin Mary, and more importantly, her Son, the blessed Lord Jesus Christ. 

When speaking to Catholics about Mary and their love and commitment to her, their official response is to say that they don’t worship Mary, but rather venerate her. In the Oxford Dictionary, the word “venerate” means simply to “regard with great respect.” I believe this is quite an understatement to sum up how Catholics actually feel about Mary, and I would imagine most honest Catholics would agree with me on this. 

The Oxford Dictionary also tells us that the word “worship” means “the feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity.” And this, I honestly believe, is what Catholics will feel happier with. 

Interestingly, according to the same dictionary the word “pray” or “prayer” means “a request for help or expression of thanks addressed to God or another deity.” So, however, one dresses it up, when a prayer is said to Mary, or the saints, in reality, they are actually petitioning “another deity” to help “intercede” for them with the one true God. 

The Holy Bible knows absolutely nothing about this type of “third-party” petitioning. Rather, Jesus is very clear that when one prays to God it must be done so in the name of Jesus (John 14:13-14; 16:23-26). 

Tragically for Catholics, they have been wrongly and dangerously taught that there is “truth” outside the Holy Bible (they refer to such as “tradition.”) So, when challenged by Bible believers to justify their prayers to the dead, they make the awful blunder of citing the uninspired Apocryphal books, in desperate hope for justification of prayers to dead people. In truth, Romanism replaced the first-century Gnostics, who also held to “additional truth” outside the Canon of Scripture. 

Catholics, when praying and worshipping Mary, with their repetitive prayer petitions and requests, will credit her if and when their prayers are answered (Matthew 6:7-8). Clearly, the Mary of Catholicism is considered omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent, just like God is (Jeremiah 7:18; 44:17-19, 25)! 

This is also clearly affirmed in their official catechism of 1994: “Mary, because of her faith, became the mother of believers, through whom all nations of the earth receive him who is God’s own blessing: Jesus, the ‘fruit of thy womb’.” (p. 570). 

May I say that there are two major theological problems with this:

1. Catholics like to cite John 19:27 to demonstrate that Mary is ‘the mother of all believers,’ for the Lord said, “Behold thy mother.” However, if one wishes to take this verse literally, then is John our son as well? For we read the following in verse 26: “When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!”

2. All nations do not receive Jesus/His mother by some automatic default, but they receive Jesus (not His mother) by coming to personal faith in Him, and only in Him alone (John 1:11-13).

Their catechism also goes on a little further:

“Because she [Mary] gives us Jesus, her son, Mary is Mother of God and our mother; we can entrust all our cares and petitions to her: she prays for us as she prayed for herself: ‘let it be according to your word.’ By entrusting ourselves to her prayer, we abandon ourselves to the will of God together with her: ‘Thy will be done’.” (p. 570).

Mary was the mother of Jesus' human nature but never of His divine nature. Yes, Jesus is God but she didn't give birth to God the Son, she gave birth to the Son of Man.

Also, and most importantly, there isn't a single verse in the entire New Testament that demonstrates how the disciples, or anybody else for that matter, ever sought Mary's advice on anything, let alone requested intercessions from her; that's because she was no different from anyone else.
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Jesus was the only person whom the multitudes were interested in, and if anyone would like to know what Mary thought about her Son, we read in John 2:5 that she very clearly told those present to do whatever Jesus told them to do. And on top of these most profound words, Mary took it upon herself to request wine for the wedding. There is nothing in the text to suggest anybody asked her to ask Him.

We also read in Luke 2:42-52 how the young Jesus gently reprimanded Mary for calling Joseph His father, not to mention Jesus being somewhat perplexed that Mary had totally failed to know where He was and what He was doing, as they journeyed away from the temple in Jerusalem:

“And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business? And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.”

We also learn from the above account how Mary was neither omniscient nor omnipresent, for not only did she have no idea where the young Jesus was, but she had to travel a day's journey back to find Him. 

Yet today millions of deluded individuals all over the world in vain pour their hearts out to “Mary,” or so they think, to hear them and to help them! One additional point on the Scriptures' clear and precise fact that Joseph was not Jesus' literal father can be found in two verses, Luke 2:33,41. Here we find the Holy Spirit has taken great care to call Mary His mother, but not Joseph His father. The word of God only allows Joseph and Mary to be called His parents (due to the fact that Joseph married Mary), but never Joseph's biological son.

We also read the following blasphemous babble in
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