
Table of Contents

Radical Transformation (Eternal Glory Part 2, #2)

Part 2 of Eternal Glory

PREFACE

CHAPTER 1: THE ANATOMY OF A SPIRITUAL VOID & THE ILLUSION OF LIVING

CHAPTER 2: THE CIVIL WAR WITHIN: THE BATTLE OF THE TWO NATURES

CHAPTER 3: THE BABES IN CHRIST: THE REALITY OF ABSOLUTE DEPENDENCE

CHAPTER 4: OPERATING IN THE MYSTERIES: THE NEW SET OF SPIRITUAL SENSES

CHAPTER 5: THE WAR FOR MIND & SOUL: THE ABOMINATION, THE MOUNTAIN, & THE TEMPLE WITHIN

CHAPTER 6: THE DAILY CRUCIFIXION: THE MONDAY MORNING REALITY

CHAPTER 7: NAVIGATING THE FRICTION: THE MIRROR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS & SUFFICIENT GRACE

CHAPTER 8: HANGING ON TO THE UNCHANGING HAND: THE TRUE MEASURE OF ENDURANCE

CHAPTER 9: A TESTIMONY OF HIS KEEPING POWER: THE LIVED REALITY


​RADICAL TRANSFORMATION: THE INITIAL REBIRTH / LEAVING THE WORLD BEHIND

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Part 2 of Eternal Glory

[image: ]


Author: Sheretha Lavon Hafford Stewart Copyright: © 2026 Sheretha Lavon Hafford Stewart. All rights reserved.

​

​

​

​

​TABLE OF CONTENTS


●  Preface: Bridging the Glory and the Remodeling of the Heart

●  Overview: The Pathway of Radical Transformation (Chart)

●  Chapter 1: The Anatomy of a Spiritual Void & The Illusion of Living

●  Chapter 2: The Civil War Within: The Battle of the Two Natures

●  Chapter 3: The Babes in Christ: The Reality of Absolute Dependence

●  Chapter 4: Operating in the Mysteries: The New Set of Spiritual Senses

●  Chapter 5: The War for Mind & Soul: The Abomination, the Mountain, & the Temple Within

●  Chapter 6: The Daily Crucifixion: The Monday Morning Reality

●  Chapter 7: Navigating the Friction: The Mirror of Righteousness & Sufficient Grace

●  Chapter 8: Hanging on to the Unchanging Hand: The True Measure of Endurance

●  Chapter 9: A Testimony of His Keeping Power: The Lived Reality

●  Conclusion: The Crossing Guard: Preparing for Book 3 (Daily Crucifixion)


​

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​PREFACE

[image: ]


​Bridging the Glory and the Remodeling of the Heart

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." — 2 Corinthians 5:17

In the pages of Eternal Glory, we traced the grand architecture of God's sovereign design. We journeyed from the ancient layout of creation in the Garden of Eden, stood under the heavy, exposing mirror of the Law, and looked forward to the timeless expanse of eternity where pain, sorrow, and death are swallowed up in absolute victory. Through that foundational study, we established a crucial truth: our ultimate purpose in this earthly realm is to do the will of the Father who sent us.

But knowing our purpose is only the first step of the journey. The critical question we must now confront plays out in the quiet, messy realities of daily existence: How do we, born in sin and shaped in iniquity, actually walk out this purpose in a fleshly body that naturally rebels against its Creator?

The answer lies in a supernatural, disruptive event: the radical transformation.

In Eternal Glory, I shared the precise moment the Lord reached down into my own life. At the time, I was married, exhausted by the trials of life, and actively fighting against God. I was running away from Him rather than to Him, buried alive in worldly habits, profane language, and the deceptive numbness of carnal living. But God, who is rich in long-suffering mercy, used the sweet, convicting strains of a song to shatter the walls of my hardened heart. In a moment of tears and true repentance, my old nature was legally put to death. I was given a new life, a new walk, and a new talk.

Now, twenty-six years later, I am still hanging onto His unchanging hand. That longevity is not a product of human willpower or fleshly strength; it is the keeping power of the Holy Ghost working inside a heart that undergoes daily crucifixion.

This book is the direct continuation of that journey. If Eternal Glory was the blueprint of our eternal destination, Radical Transformation is the intimate, hands-on manual for the internal reconstruction required to get there. We are moving past the structural layout of time to examine the deep internal surgery of the new birth.

Together, we will pull back the layers on the intense tug-of-war between the carnal mind and the willing spirit. We will explore what it means to start over as a completely dependent babe in Christ, feeding upon the incorruptible seed of the Word. Practically, we will discuss how to navigate the friction of a world—and a physical body—that naturally opposes your new identity.

You cannot navigate the wilderness or stand victorious on the battlefields of spiritual warfare until you have fully submitted to the remodeling of your heart. Let us step past the outer courts of general knowledge and dive deep into the absolute necessity of the Spirit-led life.

The clock of this natural world is ticking down, and tomorrow is promised to no one. It is time to let the light of God expose every dark corner, pull down carnal strongholds, and experience the radical power of a heart truly born again.

​Reflection & Heart Check


●  Living as a New Creature: Am I truly living as a new creature, or am I merely a citizen of the world trying to wear a spiritual coat?

●  Releasing the Past: Are there areas of my past life that I am secretly trying to carry into my eternal future?


Open your heart, and let the Spirit of truth begin its work.
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​OVERVIEW

​The Pathway of Radical Transformation: A Stage-by-Stage Blueprint

	Stage

	Name

	Milestone Description


	Stage 01

	The Void

	Recognizing Spiritual Need


	Stage 02

	The Battle

	Flesh vs. Spirit Realignment


	Stage 03

	New Birth

	Babes in Christ / Pure Word Milk


	Stage 04

	Spiritual Senses

	Guided by the Spirit


	Stage 05

	Temple & Mind

	Guarding the Sanctuary Within


	Stage 06

	Daily Crucifixion

	Monday Morning Reality


	Stage 07

	Navigating Friction

	Standing Firm Through Sufficient Grace


	Stage 08

	Unchanging Hand

	Keeping Power & Endurance


	Stage 09

	Remodeled Vessel

	Ready for Eternal Purpose
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​CHAPTER 1: THE ANATOMY OF A SPIRITUAL VOID & THE ILLUSION OF LIVING
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"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." — Proverbs 14:12

Before the light of God breaks through the darkness of a human heart, there is a season of profound deception: the illusion of living. In our natural, carnal state, we define life entirely by what we can see, taste, hear, and possess. We fill our days with noise, our nights with temporary pleasures, and our minds with fleeting ambitions. We mistake movement for progress and noise for joy, convincing ourselves that we are fulfilled and entirely in control.

Beneath the surface of this worldly entertainment lies a quiet, desperate emptiness—a spiritual void that no earthly substance, relationship, or achievement can satisfy.

The world applauds our participation in its systems, encouraging us to chase the next high, the next paycheck, or the next distraction. We map out our futures based on carnal wisdom, entirely blind to reality. A soul disconnected from its Creator is like a branch severed from the vine; it may look green for a moment, but it is already dying from the inside out.

​The Traps of the Flesh

I remember that void intimately. For many years, I walked in the world completely blind to the fact that I was spiritually dead while physically alive. To the natural eye, my life looked complete; I was married, raising my children, and participating in the ordinary rhythms of society. Yet my spirit was buried in a deep, suffocating sleep. I drank alcohol, allowed profane language to season my speech, and committed fornication, blindly following the impulses of the flesh. I thought I was enjoying my youth and freedom, unaware that every carnal step carried me closer to eternal separation from my Creator.

This is the ultimate deception of the enemy: he makes the prison cell of the flesh look like a playground. He surrounds us with distractions so that we never stop long enough to listen to the silent cry of our starving souls. The carnal mind is utterly incapable of healing a spiritual deficit. The flesh naturally produces uncleanness, wrath, envy, and strife. Trying to fill a God-shaped void with these elements is like trying to quench a burning thirst with saltwater—the more you consume, the thirstier you become.

Spiritual Principle: The natural man seeks comfort, but the Holy Ghost seeks conviction. Comfort leaves you asleep in your chains; conviction wakes you up so you can break them.

​Grace in the Shadows of Darkness

Transformation rarely begins in the places where we feel strong; it almost always begins in the dark. Before we can step into the full light of a Spirit-led life, many of us find ourselves sitting in the quiet weight of our own mistakes, fear, and uncertainty.

We have all had to sit in the dark at some point. Raising five children, for instance, is not easy. As a mother, your heart is constantly lifted in prayer for their safety, their health, and, above all, their precious souls. But looking back, my own journey into motherhood started long before I understood the depth of a mother's prayer—it began in the shadows of intense fear.

I had my first child, a daughter, when I was just eighteen years old, having gotten pregnant at the end of my senior year in high school. I was so young, completely alone, and terrified. When the baby's father disappeared, I was left to face the unknown by myself. Paralyzed by fear and shame, I hid my pregnancy from everyone for seven months—going without medical attention or prenatal care. I was living in a season of total darkness, trying to conceal what I couldn't handle on my own.

When I finally built up the courage to tell my oldest sister, she shared the news with our parents. My mom immediately stepped in, making sure I received the medical care my unborn baby and I so desperately needed. Because my parents had raised us to walk in God's ways and wait until marriage, they were deeply disappointed. Yet, despite their hurt, they chose grace over condemnation. They opened their arms, taking me in and walking alongside me through every step of the pregnancy, labor, and delivery. My mom was right there, holding my hand through it all.

Now that I am older, walking in greater maturity and raising a large family of my own, I fully understand why my parents wanted me to wait. They were not trying to restrict me; they were trying to spare me the heavy burden of single parenthood. They were operating out of love.

Most importantly, that season revealed something essential about the nature of God's redeeming power. Even in the moments when I felt entirely alone, abandoned, and consumed by fear, God was actively present. He did not leave me in that dark place.

"The Lord is near unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." — Psalm 34:18

Radical transformation begins when we stop hiding in the dark and allow God to meet us right where we are. Just as my mother held my hand in that delivery room, God was holding us both—guiding a frightened eighteen-year-old out of isolation and onto the path of His mercy.

​The Pathway to Conviction

The turning point on the road to transformation begins when you stop running from the emptiness. God, in His infinite love, does not leave us comfortless, but He will allow the heavy weight of trials to press down upon our lives until our human resources completely fail. He allows the wells we dig to run dry so that we are forced to look up. It is in that exact moment of absolute exhaustion—when you realize the world's road leads only to dust—that space is cleared for a miracle.

The void you feel is not a sign that you are abandoned by your Creator; it is the canvas upon which the Almighty prepares to speak a brand-new creation into existence. It is the holy dissatisfaction that whispers: there must be more to life than this.

When you stop trying to fix the void with worldly tools and bring your brokenness to the altar, the anatomy of your emptiness shifts. It ceases to be a pit of despair and becomes the gateway through which the Messiah steps in to remodel your heart forever.

​The Call to the Deep

For years, I walked the path of faith with a soldier's heart. Since 1999, I have known what it is to stand on the front lines, to face the physical limitations of Rheumatoid Arthritis, and to navigate the complexities of raising five children while holding onto the promises of God. I thought I knew the rhythm of the battle. I knew how to pray, stand firm, and keep the faith.

But there is a vast difference between enduring a battle and being transformed by it.

I remember sitting with my prayer journal, looking over years of petitions for healing, provision, and family protection. I realized that for a long time, my prayers had been focused entirely on my circumstances. I was asking God to change the world around me so that I could be more comfortable.

Then came the shift. The Lord began to whisper a different call: "I don't just want to change your situation. I want to change you."

"Radical" is not a word to be chosen lightly. It means getting to the very root of things. It means letting the Holy Spirit go deeper than surface-level struggles, allowing Him to prune away the



​Prayer


​Next Level Challenge


​Heart Check & Reflection
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