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SPECIAL OFFER – FREE URBAN FANTASY

[image: ]A drought-ridden Arizona town hires a very special kind of rainmaker: A siren.

But when it comes time to pay for her services, Mayor Archer Bertrand has a change of heart. After all, the old races are legally non-people and can’t sign contracts.

That was just his first mistake.

This short story is set in the old races-inhabited world of Magorian & Jones, written by Taylen Carver. It is not commercially released, but provided free to readers and fans of the series.

 

Check the details once you have enjoyed Roots of the Storm!
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ABOUT ROOTS OF THE STORM

Katla’s life is built on science, success, and precision—everything the ancient mother tree is not. 


When a fierce storm forces her to take shelter under its massive branches, she finds herself face-to-face with Jonas, the man she once loved and left behind for her fast-paced career. Jonas has spent years protecting the forest, while Katla’s business deals have unknowingly put it at risk. Now, the storm grows worse every time she tries to leave, as if the mothertree itself is holding them hostage. 

As the weather rages and the past resurfaces, Katla must confront not only the choices she made, but the hidden power of the tree—and the undeniable pull of the man who still believes in its magic.

A second chance romance short story that you really don’t want to miss from an Amazon #1 Bestseller in Short Fiction.

This novelette is part of Taylen Carver’s standalone fiction:

Touched by Faelight
Used Spells for Sale
Veilbound

Roots of the Storm

Also (only from Stories Rule Press):
Taylen Carver’s Super-Bundle

Contemporary fantasy, fantasy, novelette.



 

PRAISE FOR TAYLEN’S SHORT FICTION:

Fresh twist on the urban fantasy genre. This is the type of story sticks in the back of your head asking niggling questions.

Such is the joy of reading the works of an excellent writer with a great imagination and the ability to tell an absolutely fascinating story.

The kind of story that will drag you in and keep you reading

This is the first book I have read from Taylen Carter and I will be reading more.

The characters were interesting and it had a twist I didn't see coming at the end.


 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Taylen Carver writes fantasy shaped by deep history, high stakes, and the quiet power of found family. Her stories aren't bound by tropes—they’re rooted in myth, political undercurrents, and the kind of lived-in worldbuilding that makes the magic feel real. Whether it’s contemporary fantasy, dystopian saga, or something harder to name, Taylen’s work always delivers one thing: hope in the face of ruin.
 
A finalist for the Aurealis Award for best fantasy novella in 2023, Taylen is one of the pen names of award-winning author Tracy Cooper-Posey. With over 200 titles to her name, Tracy writes across romance, science fiction, and fantasy, always drawn to the echoes of long-forgotten truths.
 
She writes from Edmonton, Canada, fueled by Irish Breakfast tea, chocolate, and the kind of fiction that stays in your bones for years.
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ROOTS OF THE STORM

The storm pursued Katla like a strangler fig, closing in the more she tried to escape. Every time she turned back, intending to head for the car, the hail hit harder. Knife-edged chips of ice drove her back with a precision that defied natural law. She cursed under her breath, pulling her Fjällräven jacket tighter as the wind howled in agreement. Her face stung. She turned and looked for a tree to take shelter beneath. Maybe this storm would blow out as fast as it had arrived.

The closest tree was a massive acer macrophyllum.  There were plenty of moss-draped cedars and spruce about, all of them reaching up hundreds of feet, but the Bigleaf Maple spread instead of climbing, the massive leaves holding sway over sixty feet of dark loam that looked untouched by the hail. 

It was the nearest shelter, and it was away from the driving hail.  She ran across the clearing, ducked under the edge of the canopy and carefully straightened up. 

She wasn’t alone.  Katla could see someone’s knee, clad in denim, jutting past the maple’s gnarled, twenty-foot-wide trunk.  She moved around the trunk, stepping over roots and staying under the canopy.  It was nearly twilight in here even though it was early afternoon by her watch.  The loam muffled her steps, for the dinnerplate-sized dead leaves were a damp, rusty brown, melding with the earth they would soon join.  

“Hey,” she began, “Sorry to steal your…”   She halted, staring at the man sitting cross-legged between two roots, his eyes closed.  Red wavy hair a touch too long, a close-cropped red beard flecked with grey around the mouth.  Pale skin that freckled in the summer if he forgot his sunscreen, which he frequently did.  Jeans that didn’t have ripped knees for a change, and a dark green and black plaid fleece shirt. 

“Jonas, what the hell are you doing here?” she demanded. 

He opened his eyes.  They widened even more.  “Katla.”  He laughed without mirth.  “Of course it would be you.”

She wrapped her arms around her middle.  “As this is my land, I can’t see why you’re surprised.”

“Because you don’t like to get your boots dirty.  What are those?  Zamberlans?”

“I’m surprised you even know the brand.  And they’re last year’s.”

“There’s a lot I know that you don’t know I know.”  He uncrossed his ankles.  He wore Chucks that were once red but were stained by damp and grass. “I know that this isn’t your land anymore.”

She held her teeth together, hiding her surprise.  She had told only the people who had to know about the impending sale.  “For two days more it is,” she muttered, and was instantly annoyed.  She was justifying herself.  To Jonah.  “You know, if you just say ‘Hi’ like a normal person, it won’t damage your environmentalist credibility.”

“You might crack and break if I do,” he shot back.  “The
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